
 
Boone First United Methodist Church 

Summer Messenger 
Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

 

Church Information 
Office Open  
(Pat is in office): 
Monday through Thursday 
  8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
 
Building Open  
(front doors unlocked) 
Monday through Wednesday 
   8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Thursdays 8:00 a.m-10:00 a.m. 
Fridays 8:00 a.m.–12:00 noon 
 
Pastor Dave is in the office 
or available by phone         
  Monday – Saturday 
Office Phone: 
  (515) 432-4660 
Home Office 
  (515) 212-8312  
 
dr.davidswinton@gmail.com 
 
 

    

 How I Spent* My Quarantine  
Even though our time of separation and social distancing isn’t over yet*, I 
thought I would share some of the activities that have kept me busy and 
the things I’ve learned during the last few months.  

• Prayer and devotion. I pray for you, our church, our community, 
and our nation daily. This includes praying over the phone with 
people. We’ve had to be creative but we have found out a lot 
about ourselves and each other. 

• Worshiping in new ways. Not being able to gather in person meant 
I, like all of my clergy colleagues, needed to learn quickly how to 
provide virtual worship. Each week I learned something new and I 
managed to put out 17 Sunday services and 16 midweek 
meditations, including special Easter week services. Learning how 
to create, record, edit, and publish all of this was indeed a 
learning curve! 
 

• New ways to do music. Because of copyright laws, we are unable 
to publish most music to Facebook and Youtube. Many thanks to 
our members and special guests who provided recordings and 
helped me locate previous recordings of music to help make our 
music time special. I also learned a new music editing software, 
Avid, that helped to make some of the recordings clearer on our 
various platforms. 
 

• Video and sound editing. Along with many of my colleagues, I’ve 
had to learn how to record, edit, and process video.  So, I’ve 



learned how to use video software, Pinnacle, (and save OFTEN so I 
don’t lose it when the computer freezes up). A couple months ago 
a clergy friend of mine said, “Well, we’re all televangelists now.” I 
think we will be using video much more in the future. 

 
 

• Facebook and YouTube. I already knew something about each of 
these platforms. Now I can see how we can use both in the future 
to extend our reach to people who can’t join us in person and to 
reach out to people who need to hear how we share the love of 
Jesus. We’ve expanded our public and private Facebook pages 
reach already and they keep growing. 
 

• ZOOM virtual meetings. It was frustrating to learn at first. Now it’s 
as easy as pushing a few buttons. No, it’s not the same as 
everyone being there in person, but it’s a lot easier than getting in 
the car and driving. I think, after the pandemic, many businesses 
and organizations are going to use this kind of software to cut 
down on expenses and get together over distances.  

 
• Time with pastoral colleagues in town and across the state. This 

time was and is so important as clergy share ideas, resources, 
and care for one another during this time. The Annual Conference 
has provided many opportunities for clergy to learn during this 
time. 
 

• Health Care: I’ve had the opportunities to see the Boone County 
Hospital emergency room and to attend physical therapy for six 
weeks for my shoulder. I fell off a ladder while reaching for 
something in the garage. So, I’ve learned not to do that. 
 

• Knowing Many of You. I’ve had a chance to talk with many of you 
on the phone. I’ve made over 50 calls just to check in with church 
members over the last couple months. I probably didn’t get them 
all written down. It’s been fun calling with no other agenda than to 
see how you’re doing and learn a bit about you. 
 

• Living with Other People. Before the pandemic started, I was living 
alone, driving back and forth to Des Moines, and usually only saw 
family on the weekends. Now my family is here! Since March, 
Shari and Max have been living with me in Boone while our 
daughter, Zoe, has been mostly in Des Moines. In May and June, 
Max graduated high school down in Des Moines and Zoe received 
her degree, with three majors, from the University of Iowa. Max 
plans to attend the University of Iowa in the fall and Zoe is still 
looking for a job. The non-profit where Shari works just received a 
new federal grant, so she will commute to Des Moines  3-5 days a 
week once life returns to normal. 

 
Keep on Loving. Keep on Learning. Keep Growing and Praying. Many of 
our activities have slowed down. Make this an opportunity to reach out to 



 

 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor: 
David Swinton 
Office Manager: 
Pat Sturtz 
Music Director: 
Steve Berg 
Custodian: 
Ben Wiese 
 
 

Church Information 

Address: 
703 Arden Street 
Boone, Iowa 50036 
 
Phone: 
  Church Office 
     (515) 432-4660 
  Parsonage  
     (515) 212-8312 
 

 Worship Updates 
We have learned new ways to worship in a very short time, haven’t 
we? For four months we have worshiped online and tried to connect 
safely however possible. 

Starting July 12th, we are trying a new way! We will be worshiping at 
the Herman Park Pavilion. Everyone is welcome and there are several 
ways to join in: 
• Sit at the picnic tables (one household per table) 
• Bring your own chairs/blankets 
• Sit in your car and listen on AM 1310 (within 200 feet of the 

pavilion) 
• Watch live on our church public Facebook page 
• Listen the following week on AM 1590 
 
Please wear a mask, we will have some available, and practice social 
distancing. And please only come if you feel safe doing so. We will 
miss you, but want you to be healthy. 

 

 New Music Director 

Our new Choir Director and Organist is Steve Berg. A native of Fairfield, 

others to learn knew skills and practice your faith every day. 

 



Website: 
Boonefumc.com 
 
Facebook: 
Boone First United 
Methodist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iowa, Steve has been the organist and/or choir director at churches in 
Fairfield, Cedar Rapids, Minneapolis, and Des Moines. He has a masters 
degree in Sacred Music from Luther Seminary in St. Paul. He works full time 
in computer technology.  

 Financial Updates 
The Administrative Board received a report from Finance Chair, Jeff 
Dighton, at our meeting on July 6th. Our giving held strong through 
March and April, but has gone down considerably in May and June. 
We have spent nearly all the $34,000 cushion we had built up and 
we owe about $17,000 in Apportionments to the Annual Conference. 
Earlier this year, the Administrative Board voted to apply for the Cares 
Act grant. We received over $40,000 which we have been holding in a 
separate account. We will apply this money to expenses we have 
already incurred, which will keep our finances stable for now. 

We realized that many people are in very difficult financial situations 
right now and simply are not able to give to the church. There is no 
shame in that. Things will get better.  If you are someone whose 
income allows you to give a bit more than you usually do, we would 
greatly appreciate your additional generosity.  

What’s Coming Up 
We had hoped we could all be back together again as a church, 
however, unfortunately, it looks like that may not happen yet for a 
while. And we know that folks want to see one another and we want 
to make that happen. So here are some ideas that church leadership 
is working on, look for updates soon! 
 
• Ways to be in prayer together and to make sure that prayer 

concerns are being shared 
• Ways for small groups to gather virtually 
• Ways to strengthen communication for everyone during this time 
• Ways to study and learn together. 
 

The church is the people! 

 
 
 

  


