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From the Pastor… 

    

  First UMC - Boone 
  703 Arden Street 
  PO Box 206 
  Boone, Iowa   50036 
  515-432-4660 
  www.boonefumc.com 
   

The mission of the Boone 
First United Methodist 
Church is to glorify God 
by nurturing disciples to 

live and proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
Smile – People are Funny 
 
They want the front of the 
bus, the middle of the road 
and the back of the church. 
 

 

The Messenger 
 

A monthly publication 
from First United Methodist 

Church of Boone. July 2021 

 
The Iowa Annual Conference met on the web in June. Here’s an update on a couple of the 
topics we discussed. 
The Conference Budget 
Giving to the Annual Conference was down precipitously last year – 65% of apportionments 
paid, rather than a more typical 80-85%. But because of large spending cuts and because of 
Payroll Protection Act, the Conference ended the year with a modest surplus. The budget for 
this coming year is down to about 8 million – considerably less than the 14 million of a few 
years ago and the 19 million of 10-12 years ago. To achieve these savings, the Conference 
has eliminated about 20 staff. They have gone from 12, then 8, to 5 regional districts. Boone 
is now in a district that includes the southwestern quarter of the state (except for the Des 
Moines metropolitan area). Our region is named the “Aldersgate District”. As of last year, our 
District Superintendent is Rev. Melissa Drake. The district parsonage is in Atlantic. 
General Conference – the only decision-making body for the entire United Methodist Church 
– usually meets every four years. The meeting was postponed last year because of COVID-
19 and has now been postponed until August-September of 2022. The consensus seems to 
be that there will be a split of our denomination at this next meeting. Since the merger that 
created the United Methodist Church in 1968, there have been tensions in the denomination 
about theology, administrative practices, and social issues. But over the last couple of 
decades, the issues of homosexuality and biblical interpretation have been a focus of intense 
disagreement. Hopes for compliance, capitulation, or compromise have diminished since the 
last two or three meetings. 
Early last year, a proposal for a denominational split called “A Protocol for Reconciliation and 
Grace through Separation”, was introduced by a small group of leaders who represent 
different factions of our church. This proposal has gained wide-ranging support over the past 
year and a half. A straw poll among those ‘attending’ our virtual Annual Conference indicated 
that support for a split was over 50%. That doesn’t mean that most people want the 
denomination to divide or that they, themselves, want to leave. I think it simply means that 
they think schism is inevitable and that this is the best way to do it. Better to have an 
organized agreement rather than having churches and members drift away to become 
something outside the Methodist tradition. 
What would this mean for our Annual Conference and our local church? If the “Protocol” 
passes in its current form the process would look something like the following. A new 
denomination (most likely the one being planned that is called the “Global Methodist Church”) 
Would be created that holds “traditionalist” views on homosexuality and other issues. There 
will also be an opportunity for other denominations to form. After General Conference, each 
Annual Conference would vote either to affiliate with a new denomination or to remain with 
the United Methodist Church. Following the vote of each Annual Conference, the churches 
within the Annual Conference would have an opportunity over the next two years to vote to 
follow the choice of the Annual Conference or affiliate with a different Methodist 
Denomination. Local churches would not have to take a vote. They would stay with their 
Annual Conference unless their Administrate Board or at least 15% of the congregation 
requested a vote. 
What would the United Methodist Church look like after such a split? First of all, it would be 
smaller. As of now, people are assuming that most Annual Conferences in the southern part   
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Message from UMW 
Summer is here! Sheltering rules are lifting! 
It is a great time to be out of doors with 
friends so why not visit the parks (park-like 
areas) in Boone? Are there more? Do you have 
a favorite? 
UMW groups will begin formal meetings in 
September. Until then enjoy one another’s 
company in the great outdoors of Iowa. 
 
Parks in Boone:  
Anderson Park - 1010 Aldrich Ave 
Boone Municipal Pool-1100 Frances Mason Dr 
Cap Erbe Park & Wilderness Preserve-2000 SE Linn St 
Community Green Space-8th & Story 
Cummings Playground-710 Jefferson St 
Erickson Public Library [park area on north]- 
                    702 Greene St 
Franklin Park-1210 Carroll St 
Freedom Rock@Courthouse-3rd St & State St 
Gutteridge Equestrian & Shelter-410 Park Ave 
Herman Park-Park Ave & Greene St 
J B McHose Park & Shelter-1215 Frances Mason Dr 
Larrew Park-1129 Harrison St 
Linwood Park Cemetary-600 Forest Ave 
Little League Park-514 W 2nd St 
Lowell Park-1431 16th St 
Memorial Park-711 19th St 
Miles Lee Park-509 Franklin St 
Senholz Shelter & Trailhead-Mamie Eisenhower east  
                     of Casey’s 
Veterans Memorial Park-831 Story St 
 
 
 
Lavonne Shearer, 2021 President, UMW ph.230-1406 
 
                             
 
 
 

 
      MONTH OF JULY     

 
Sunday morning church services will be held at 10:00 

am at the Herman Park Pavilion during the whole month 
of July.  

Everyone bring your lawn chair or just pull up in your car 
to enjoy Sunday services in the Park! You can just enjoy 

the out of doors and church service all at one time. 
Covid opened up an enjoyable venue for church 

services. 
Other things are starting to open up as well and before 

long, we will be back doing things like we used to. 
Getting out, getting active and living again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To let us know if you know of someone in the hospital or 

if you would like a call or our prayers. 
Church Office – 515-432-4660 

(Pat is in 8:00 am – 12:00 noon right now) 
(Pastor Dave is usually there during the day) 

Parsonage Phone – 515-212-8312 
Pastor Dave’s cell – 515-249-5172 

 

 
 

CONNECTIONS 
Are there any questions you have  
about First UMC in Boone…or  
United Methodism?  Take a peek 
at these websites… 

 
  boonefumc.com…check us out on our website.    
      You will find just about anything you need to know about us.            
There is also a link to our church facebook page. We’re here…with 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors.  
  iaumc.org…looking for information concerning the Iowa 
Conference of the United Methodist Church? This website provides 
directories, Methodist news and features, and a wealth of 
information regarding the work, mission & vision of the United 
Church. 
 

UMW General Meeting 
 
There will NOT be a United Methodist Women’s General Meeting until September 1st. UMW will resume 
meetings on September 1st at 1:00 pm here in the Church Parlor.  
Martha Circle will have the program and Ruth Circle will serve. 
Any questions can be directed to Lavonne Shearer, UMW President  ph. 515-230-1406 

REMEMBER 
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Continued from front page 
Of the United States will affiliate with the Global Methodist Church. Quite likely conferences in plains states such 
as Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas would as well – and perhaps Iowa, or Indiana. I’m not sure about the 
Annual Conferences outside the country. 
Second, if most of the delegation that oppose LGBTQ inclusion have left the denomination, the United Methodist 
Church will be likely to change the language in the Book of Disciple that prevents ordination of practicing, self-
avowed homosexuals, or the performance of same-gender marriages. What remains to be seen, is how those 
changes would occur. Would the new rules be permissive or directive? Permissive means that the Book of 
Discipline would allow churches to host same-gender weddings and welcome LBGTQ pastors if they chose to. 
“Directive” means that they would not be able to reject a pastor because they are LGBTQ and that they could not 
prevent their pastor from officiating a same gender wedding. I would expect that the UMC would adopt a 
permissive approach – even after a split in the denomination. But this remains to be seen. 
Hopefully, what I’ve shared is accurate and up to date. I haven’t read up on it much lately. I’ll try to keep you 
informed on future developments. 
 
       Pastor Dave 
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United Methodist Women Calendar 
July 2021 

 

 
-- UMW – NO  Meeting scheduled till September 
 
--July 21 – Sara Circle 9:30 am, TBA  
 
--July 21 – Ruth Circle 1:30 pm, church Parlor  
               (Note time change of meeting) 
 
--Martha Circle – NO circle till September 
 

 
(activities subject to change ) 

 
For additional information contact your Circle 

Chairperson or one of the following… 
 

--Lavonne Shearer  515-230-1406 
--Church Office  515-432-4660 
 

 

TAKING NOTE… 
   
 
--Emails & Cell phone:  If you are on a church 
committee, please make sure we have your email 
address if you have one so that we can notify you of 
upcoming committee activities. There are several 
committee members that we don’t have anything for 
and I’m sure you probably have one. Even if you are 
not on a committee, if you have an email you think we 
don’t have, please let us know to keep our 
information current. Same with cell phone numbers. If 
you have a cell phone now instead of a land line, we 
should put that on file, too. Thanks  
  
--Free Meals are Available:   
Free Summer Meal Program to all kids 1-18 will be 
Monday-Friday at Boone High School Cafeteria, June 
14-Agust 13 (no service July 2,5) 11:00-12:00. Can 
eat at school or grab them to go. 
The varied meals all meet federal nutrition guidelines 
to ensure kids get the nutrition they need for growth 
and development. The meals include foods such as 
walking tacos, hamburgers, chicken nuggets, fruit 
and/or vegetables, yogurt, crackers or chips and milk. 
Kids and teens ages 18 and younger can just show 
up during the hours of operation, no registration or 
identification is required. In addition to BCSD, other 
summer meal sites can be identified by texting 
“Summer Meals” to 97779 or calling 1-866-348-6479. 
 
 

 

 

Contact the Newsletter Editor 
 

Please send your information, articles, 
comments and questions for the  

Messenger to the church  
office email address… 

 

bnfumc@mchsi.com 
 

 

Boone Community School District to Offer Free Summer Meals to All Kids 
 
 When school lets out for the summer, kids 18 years old and younger can continue to receive free nutritious meals 
from Boone Community School District. There is no application necessary to receive meals and families do not have 
to show proof of income. The meals are funded by the federal government to ensure kids and teens receive 
nutritious meals during June, July and August.  

These free meals can help families save time and stretch their household food budget while providing children with 
sound nutrition and a connection to their schools during the summer. 

Meals provided by school districts and nonprofit organizations are an important safety net for hungry kids and 
families. According to hunger advocacy organization Feeding America, demand at U.S. food shelves increased more 
than 55 percent following the outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020. In 2021, Feeding America estimates that “42 million 
people, including 13 million children, may be at risk of hunger.”  

 
 

https://www.feedingamerica.org/take-action/coronavirus
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