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From the Pastor… 

    

  First UMC - Boone 
  703 Arden Street 
  PO Box 206 
  Boone, Iowa   50036 
  515-432-4660 
  www.boonefumc.com 
   

The mission of the Boone 
First United Methodist 
Church is to glorify God 
by nurturing disciples to 

live and proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

BFUMC’s mission is to glorify 
God by nurturing disciples to 
live & proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. With the recent 
increased number of COVID-
19 cases in Boone County, 
BFUMC has decided to 
suspend in-person worship for 
the next few weeks. Don’t 
dismay though, because 
Sunday’s service will still be 
available online on our 
FaceBook page & as always 
on 1590 KWBG Radio Sunday 
mornings at 9 AM. Find out 
more about us at 
boonefumc.com  
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The Risk of Birth        Luke 2: 1-15     Pastor Dave 
 

That was no time for a child to be born, In a land in the crushing grip of Rome; 
Honor & truth were trampled by scorn – Yet here did the Savior make his home. 
When is the time for love to be born? The inn is full on the planet earth, And by a 
comet the sky is torn – Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.   
                                 – from “The Risk of Birth” by Madeline L’Engle 
As Madeline L’Engle said, it was a horrible time for Mary to give birth. Under foreign 
occupation, only recently married, traveling to her in-law’s hometown, admitted to a 
stable that was out-of-network for her insurance plan. The timing could have been better. 
But that night, at the worst BedNBarn in the Greater Bethlehem area, Mary gave birth to a 
baby boy. The Christ child took his first breaths in this world and Mary wrapped him in 
bands of cloth. Even in the midst of fear and uncertainty, joy was born through the delivery 
in the livery. A mother risks her life to give birth. Whether it is a great time to give birth or 
a poor time. Whether she is joyful or chagrin; eager or anxious. Whether she will raise the 
child alone, with a spouse, or whether someone else will raise it, she risks her life to give 
birth.  
Whatever is new is a risk. What is new is a disruption. Even when people are miserable 
and bored, they resist changing their routine for something much better. A new idea or a 
fresh direction, even a statement of forgiveness is routinely met with derision. People 
“cluck, cluck, cluck” like chickens in a stable, certain calamity is on its way. And like fowl 
who have wings but never really fly, we might spend our whole lives refusing give rise to 
something new. We honor a pecking order that never honors us or the people we love. 
When you come to your senses and turn your life around, your health, sobriety, and family 
are the stakes. Love must become as stubborn as a donkey if it is to stay on the right path. 
Such things are worth the risk, aren’t they? We risk much for what we love.  
Jesus came as the Devine Expression of Love in this world. He came amid tyranny and he 
came among the poor, so that people would always know he was with them there. He 
came into uncertainty as a vulnerable child so people would never feel as though they 
needed any power but the power of God’s Love.  
Isn’t it too big of a risk NOT to give birth? Not to give birth is to face extinction. Not to 
bring light to uncertainty is to fall into destruction. If we don’t encounter the travail of 
birthing a church, or a free Thanksgiving meal, or a community youth group, then we face 
the prospect of hungry souls, stomachs, and hearts. It is too risky to be barren of hope, 
forgiveness, or new life. You may or may not have the power of money and position; but 
you have the power of hope, of truth, and of love. When we join our gifts together, we 
discover what Mary and Joseph already knew:  Anything can be gained in this world 
without Love or Compassion, is not worth having. To simply hold on to what we have is to 
render it worthless; but to give is to shape the future. To risk is to reach out toward 
eternity. At Christmas, it is Eternity who has reached out to us. God who has dared to love 
us.  God who stepped knee deep into the stable to tell us distinctly:  
“There is no place that I won’t go for you. No travail too terrible to tolerate. No 
embarrassment I will not bear. No road I will not travel, No kingdom too cruel, no dynasty 
too nasty, and no disease too dire.” Then He appeared, and the soul felt its worth.   
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United Methodist Men News 
A big thank you to those who have paid their 2021 
membership dues. If you have not paid and you are able 
please consider doing so now. To all members, prayerfully 
consider a donation in addition to your membership dues. 
Remember with all fundraising activities on hold because 
of COVID-19, dues & donations are the only source of 
income. We want to have sufficient funds in the treasury 
to be able to meet expenses when things do resume. I’m 
sure we are all hoping & praying that will be sooner rather 
than later. 
When things resume we can look forward to: 1) a 
welcome back to church breakfast, 2) a dinner with a 
guest speaker to enlighten & inspire, 3) the famous & 
traditional chicken & noodles meal, 4) the very popular pie 
auction, 5) the always something to talk about Father’s 
Day car show and much more. 
If you have any suggestions for activities, events or 
fundraisers, please let us know. The UMM executive 
board, board members & membership are dedicated to 
making the organization one that represents all Boone 
First United Methodist Church has to offer. 
The executive board for 2021 includes: President Jentry 
Schoff, Vice President Tony Thornburg, 
Secretary/Treasurer Kio Dettman, Ex Officio Chris 
Cromwell & consultant Chris Bennett. If you are a member 
of the UMM, consider inviting others from the 
congregation to join. A lot of great things are coming & we 
want you to be  involved. 
 Any questions, concerns, ideas or you just want to talk, 
contact any board member. On behalf of the executive 
board, board members & membership have a good year, 
stay safe & well. May God bless. 
The United Methodist Men mission statement. Reaching 
out with the Boone First United Methodist Church. 
Reaching out with you. 
PS – there will be a report on the results of the Salvation 
Army hygiene closet in February messenger.   

 

 
  Outreach Committee News     

Once again members of Boone First United Methodist 
Church rang the bells for the Salvation Army at HyVee, 
Fareway & Walmart on Friday, December 27, 2020, the 
day after Thanksgiving. The joyous sound of the bells 
helped raise $778.17 for the day. The amount was down 
from last year’s total of $1,500. Reduced bell ringing hours 
and some unfilled volunteer hours probably contributed to 
the lower returns. 
We have already signed up to do the bell ringing for this 
next year for the Friday after Thanksgiving, November 26, 
2021. Let’s plan on filling all the time slots and raise a lot 
more money.  
Thanks to all who signed up this year. We are counting on 
you & others in congregation to help next year. Mark it on 
your calendar. Blessings & prayers. 
The Outreach Committee – Bell Ringing Project – Kio 
Dettman, Mike Cleaveland & Charlotte Bennett 

 
   
 

To let us know if you know of someone in the hospital or if 
you would like a call or our prayers. 

Church Office – 515-432-4660 
(Pat is in 8:00 am – 12:00 noon right now) 

(Pastor Dave is usually there during the day) 
Parsonage Phone – 515-212-8312 
Pastor Dave’s cell – 515-249-5172 

 
 
 

CONNECTIONS 
Are there any questions you have  
about First UMC in Boone…or  
United Methodism?  Take a peek 
at these websites… 

 
  boonefumc.com…check us out on our website.    
      You will find just about anything you need to know about us.            
There is also a link to our church facebook page. We’re here…with 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors.  
  iaumc.org…looking for information concerning the Iowa 
Conference of the United Methodist Church? This website provides 
directories, Methodist news and features, and a wealth of 
information regarding the work, mission & vision of the United 
Church. 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner Report 
The 23rd Annual First United Methodist Church Free Thanksgiving Dinner was held Thanksgiving Day Nov. 26th. Due to 
COVID-19 the dinner was drive through take home only. 787 meals were served. Meals were also delivered to Boone Police & 
Fire Stations, an apartment complex & Ames homeless shelter. Strict health & safety guidelines were followed including 
limiting the number of volunteers, social distancing, wearing of masks & gloves and restricting entrance to the church.  
Thanks to everyone who helped make the event a success: kitchen staff, volunteers, church office admin., those who 
donated food, monetary donors and all who kept us in their prayers. We’re planning to do it again on Thanksgiving 2021. 
Hopefully, back in the church. God’s blessings to all.   Thanksgiving Dinner Committee, Brad Filipiak Chairperson 

REMEMBER 
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POINSETTIA/PASTORS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 
The Poinsettia/Pastors Discretionary Fund program this year produced 11 Poinsettia orders and $165.00 to the 
Pastors Discretionary Fund. It was difficult to accomplish a lot with the year we are having with the pandemic 
and no in-house services. We do have the beautiful poinsettias to adorn the alter for the on-line services.  
Acknowledgment to all the following for participating: 
Charlotte Bennett – Memory of Gerald Bennett, Olivia Bennett & Cancer Survivors 
Fred & Jacquie Grow – Memory of Parents – Mahlon Fagen & Darwin & Dorothy Grow 
Sandy Nordstrom – Memory of Bill Nordstrom 
Chuck & Caryl Erickson – Memory of parents & sisters 
Lee Lingren – Memory of wife Danis Lingren and daughter Terry Steinbach 
Kim Lonergan – Memory of mother Danis Lingren and sister Terry Steinbach 
Norma Anderson – Memory of Les Anderson 
Kenny & Marge Bollenbaugh/Tim & Cindy Adreon – Memory of parents & 2 brothers (Bob, Betty, Mike & 
                                                          Richard Larson) 
Millie Logue – Memory of All Family gone before 
Mark & Jan Carpenter – Memory of Howard & Elaine Hamilton, William Carpenter & In Honor of Vida Carpenter 
Darrell & Marilyn Erickson - Memory of Dale Erickson, Keith Pohl and Scott Rosene 
Judy Rabinowitz – Memory of Dale & Cora Westergreen 
Evie Stevenson & Family – Memory of Fenner Stevenson 
Jeff & Susan Anderson                                                     
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United Methodist Women Calendar 
January  2020 

 

 
--There will be NO UMW meetings in January. 
We will have an executive meeting on February 
3, 2021 at 9 am. We will install new officers at 
that time. 
 

For additional information contact your Circle 
Chairperson or one of the following… 

 
--Jan Carpenter 432-3423 
--Church Office 432-4660 
 
Hello, Ladies of the Boone First UMW. 2021 
will be another year of challenges for us to try to 
do what we do best—help others! Only time will 
tell when we can safely begin to gather face-to-
face again. Meanwhile there remains a very real 
need for assistance throughout our community. 
Call or text me with your radical ideas for fund 
raisers that don’t involve gathering together. From 
your President ProTem: Lavonne Shearer  515-
230-1406. 

 

TAKING NOTE… 
-- UMW 2021 Officers:   
President: Lavonne Shearer 
Vice President: Sandy Madden 
Secretary: Jacquie Grow 
Treasurer: Florence Nimmo 
Education & Interpretation: Nancy Ross 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach: Martha Circle –  
            Evie Stevenson, contact person 
Spiritual Growth: Karen Johnson 
Social Action: Lisa Ethington 
Program Resources: Jan Carpenter 
Nominations: Sherri Dighton – chr. 
   Caryl Erickson, Linda Millis, Connie Sandegren 
 
--Christmas Eve Service:  Our Christmas Eve 
Service will be Livestreamed on Zoom at 5 pm on 
Dec. 24th, and webcast again on FaceBook and 
YouTube at 7pm. All who join us on Zoom will have 
the chance to see other worshippers and join in 
singing Silent Night together at the end of the 
service. 
You may join in the Zoom live stream by using 
meeting ID 889 8539 9313 and the passcode  
“Joy2020”. Or you can listen to the service on your 
phone by calling 312-626-6799 and entering the 
same meeting ID and passcode. 
Watch for more information on how to view, listen, 
or participate in the service on our FaceBook page 
and by email—wherewe will post the link to the 
service. 
The 7:00 Service will be on the First United 
Methodist Church FaceBook Page. A link to YouTube 
will also be on the church website. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contact the Newsletter Editor 
 

Please send your information, articles, 
comments and questions for the  

Messenger to the church  
office email address… 

 

bnfumc@mchsi.com 
 

 

United Methodist Women - 2020 A Review 
The year 2020 was an “interesting” one for the UMW as it was for all of our church. We started the year in 
February by meeting in our newly reorganized circles. We had made the decision to go from 4 circles to 3. Each 
circle chose a name & elected officers. The morning circle is Sarah, afternoon is Ruth, and evening is Martha.We 
also managed to have a soup & sandwich brunch between services in January and our annual cinnamon roll sale 
(with a few modifications) in March. It looked like another year of fun, fellowship and spiritual growth ahead of 
us. Then the pandemic hit & there were no more get togethers, fund raisers,serving lunches for funerals or for 
retired school personnel. All district and state events canceled. However, we did continue to give pledges, read 
response magazine & books from the UMW reading list and prayed for each other. We sent cards & made phone 
calls to stay in contact. This summer one of the circles met in the park & the executive committee & circles met 
in person this fall until things shut down again. The executive committee even met on FaceBook Rooms in 
December. This was a new experience for many of us. Dispite all of this we are still able to pay our district 
pledge & at end of the year were able to donate $1900 to local charities. Martha Circle made dressing for the 
Thanksgiving dinner, & many of us volunteered also. I want to thank all of you who have been faithful to UMW & 
patient with those of us having to make some hard decisions this year. Thank you too to all of the officers who 
have worked with me the last 4 years. You were so helpful and made it easier to do my job. In January there will 
be new officers. Lavonne Shearer will be the new president. Please pray for our new officers as they begin their 
new duties in 2021.          Jan Carpenter 
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