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From the Pastor… 

    

  First UMC - Boone 
  703 Arden Street 
  PO Box 206 
  Boone, Iowa   50036 
  515-432-4660 
  www.boonefumc.com 
   

The mission of the Boone 
First United Methodist 
Church is to glorify God 
by nurturing disciples to 

live and proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
COVID-19 social distancing 
is causing changes to our in 
house Sunday Services. 
With air filtration concerns 
and colder weather 
hampering windows being 
open in sanctuary, services 
will be held in Fellowship 
Hall with appropriate spacing 
for our future services. Right 
now we are shut down 
again. 
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Expect a Stronger Faith and a Stronger Church 
The story of God’s people is still being written. And this is our chapter. I don’t know 
how everything comes out, but I have and inkling.  
I believe that we can emerge from this pandemic as a stronger church. I think 
people will be looking for ways to grow spiritually and ways to make a lasting 
difference in the world. People are learning to value community and one another 
more highly. And people are noticing which churches and other organizations are 
active and caring. 
Therefore, this is the time for us to prepare ourselves and invest in this future. Here 
are some the ways to do that: 
1) Each of us should commit to growing spiritually. Strengthen our connections to 
God through prayer, reading, meditation, and worship. Pray for your family and 
friends. Pray for your community. Pray for the world. 
2) We also can use this quiet time to reach out to one another, to connect, and tell 
others that we care about them. I think this is what people need most right now. 
In March and April, I asked everyone to write a list of five people and to make sure 
you call them or write them each week. If you haven’t been doing that lately, start 
doing it again. This might be most important thing you can do for someone else 
right now. 
3) Let’s also prepare by making plans for the future. Once we are able to move 
about safely with one another, what are you hoping to do again and what are you 
hoping to do differently? As a church, we may find that we want to realign our 
efforts to reach more people and tell the Gospel Story with our words and with 
our lives. I have a note about one of these prospective ministries. 
4) And we need to use this time to invest in this future. Certainly, we can’t engage 
the future if we don’t survive financially in the present—but we aren’t mean to just 
survive. We are called to be the sign of a people reborn. You will soon receive an 
Estimate of Giving card from our church. We use the information from these cards 
to help plan the financial scope of our ministries for the coming year. Please take a 
moment to pray about your giving plan for next year. Some people have had 
tremendous setbacks in 2020 and others aren’t sure what next year will bring. 
Therefore, if you are able to increase your giving, thank God for your blessings and 
please consider expanding your generosity to this church and to other 
organizations you support. 
Because of your generosity over the years, our church has enriched the lives of its 
members, while also changing the lives of many others. Please join me in prayer. 
Dear God, I give thanks for my church. Thank you for giving us the ability to help 
educate people for ministry. To help feed people in Boone and around the world. 
And to build houses alongside people who just need an opportunity. I long for that 
time when we will all be able to gather in person. May we all continue to be friends 
to those who need friends, hope for those who need hope, and salve for those who 
seek healing. Now and forever, AMEN.                            Blessings, Pastor Dave  
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              Dear FUMC Family, 
I just wanted to reach out to you all and tell you 
that I am overwhelmed with the love and 
generosity that you have shown to Dalene and 
my family. Thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart. You all have been so important to Dalene 
and me throughout all the years. Dalene will be 
greatly missed by me, Katie and all the  
grandkids. But...her smile and her music is 
alive and well in the presence of God! 
Love and Blessings in our Lord Jesus, 
                 Steve O’Brien and Family 

 
 

Hi Fellow United Methodist Men   

A big “thank you” to those who have paid their 2021 
dues. The response has been heartwarming. 
There are some who haven’t paid. If you’re able, please 
consider doing so. Remember to reach out to others in 
the congregation who aren’t members. Ask if they 
would like to become a part of this very worthwhile 
organization. Consider going beyond your dues 
payment and make a donation to the UMM. 
We want to have sufficient funds on hand to get the 
activities up and running when that time comes. Such 
activities as: 1)breakfast or brunch to welcome 
everyone back to church, 2) a membership dinner with 
a speaker to lift our spirits, 3)Fundraisers such as pie 
auction, special meals, programs, etc. and 4) Outreach 
missions. Hopefully, the time for these and other 
activities will come sooner rather than later. I think that 
is all of our prayers. I miss the fellowship and 
comradery of the UMM. We probably all do. It’s maybe 
something we took for granted. Let’s not do that again. 
One more thing to mention – the UMM Executive Board 
would like to get the membership together either in 
fellowship hall adhering to health guidelines or via 
zoom. Let us know your preference. We need to meet 
to discuss the UMM going forward. Watch and listen for 
details on the meeting. 
Remember the UMM mission statement. 
The United Methodist Men reaching out for the church, 
reaching out with you. 
Continue to stay safe and well out there. Blessings 
always. The UMM Executive Board: President Jentry 
Schoff, Vice President Tony Thornburg, 
Secretary/Treasurer Kio Dettman, Ex Officio Chris 
Cromwell and Consultant Chris Bennett. Along with the 
general membership. 
 

Mark it Down …  
 

  SPRC Committee     
 

The SPRC Committee is recommending that during this 
time of COVID-19 you call the church office first to meet 

with Pastor Dave or to see Pat instead of just dropping by. 
They want to keep everyone safe in this time of uncertainty. 

. 
 
 
 

If anyone is wanting OR willing to help make soap, you can  
contact Andy Sharp at 515-230-5103. He will be happy to 

show & help with the process. We are still accepting your 
containers, also  

 
Remember     

 
To let us know if you know of someone in the hospital or if 

you would like a call or our prayers. 
Church Office – 515-432-4660 

(Pat is in 8:00 am – 12:00 noon right now) 
(Pastor Dave is usually there during the day) 

Parsonage Phone – 515-212-8312 
Pastor Dave’s cell – 515-249-5172 

 

 
 

CONNECTIONS 
Are there any questions you have  
about First UMC in Boone…or  
United Methodism?  Take a peek 
at these websites… 

 
  boonefumc.com…check us out on our website.    
      You will find just about anything you need to know  
      about us.  There is also a link to our church  
      facebook page. We’re here…with Open Hearts,  
      Open Minds, and Open Doors. 
 
  iaumc.org…looking for information concerning the  
     Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church?  
      This website provides directories, news and  
      features, and a wealth of information regarding the  
      work, mission & vision of the United Methodist  
      Church. 
 

Church Soap Making 
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New Ministries for 30-40 Somethings 
I’ve begun conversations with a few people about starting a new set of ministries with adults 
under 50. We are early in the planning process, so I can’t say exactly what it will look like, but 
I’m hoping we’ll find a creative combination of music, coffee, spiritual exploration, worship, 
coffee, health, social action, ice cream, the arts, and coffee. If you’re in that age group or 
would like to support new ministries, please let me know at 515-249-5172 or 
dr.davidswinton@gmail.com, or through Facebook. 
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United Methodist Women Calendar 
December  2020 

 

 
--Dec 2 9:00 am  UMW Exec Board  
 
--Dec 9 9:30 am  Sarah Circle 
 
--Dec 10 7:00 pm  Martha Circle 
 
              Upcoming dates are tentative 
       Will be determine if they will be held 
Jan. 6 9:00 am Exec meeting w/Pastor installing 
                            the 2021 officers. 

 
Meetings will take place in Fellowship Hall or 

In UMW Facebook Meeting Room 
 

For additional information contact your Circle 
Chairperson or one of the following… 

 
--Jan Carpenter 432-3423 
--Church Office 432-4660 
 
December Bible verse: Glory to God in the 
heavenly heights. Peace to all men and women 
on earth who please him. Luke 2:14 (The 
Message) 

 

TAKING NOTE… 
-- Collecting Hygiene Items:  The United Methodist 
Men will be collecting hygiene items for the Salvation 
Army hygiene closet during December. 
Including but not limited to: 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Hand soap 
Shampoo 
Deodorant 
Feminine hygiene products 
Powder  
Each item should be housed in its own unopened 
wrapping, container, bottle, etc.  
Leave in marked basket in church entryway. 
On behalf of the Salvation Army and the UMM, thank 
you. May God bless. 
 
--Of Other Interest:  Our church members Vern and 
Alta Soderstrum were awarded a Century Farm 
award for this year. Their family farm was established 
in 1918. Congratulations to this family for maintaining 
this heritage. The awards were given out by the Iowa 
Farm Bureau and the Iowa Department of Agriculture. 
 
--Mailed copy of Messenger:  If you know someone 
who isn’t receiving the Messenger and would like to 
be included on our mailing list, please contact the 
church office with their name and address. We will be 
happy to add them on to the list.  
--UMW Purpose: The organized unite of UMW shall 
be a community of women whose purpose is to know 
God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
missions through participation in global ministries of 
the church. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Contact the Newsletter Editor 
 

Please send your information, articles, 
comments and questions for the  

Messenger to the church  
office email address… 

 

bnfumc@mchsi.com 
 

 

Can Tabs for Human Trafficking Survivors in Iowa 
You may have noticed can tabs which have been accumulating in the narthex at 
church. UMW would like you to keep collecting them. We will be contributing 
them to Church Women United. The money from the tabs will be given to the 
three safe houses for survivors of human trafficking which are located in Iowa. 
You may not know about the houses located in Iowa Falls, Des Moines and Sioux 
City which provided a safe place for healing and restoration for survivors of 
human trafficking. Bring your tabs and the United Methodist Women will make 
sure they are delivered. Thank you to all who contribute to this project. More 
information about the houses is available on the UMW bulletin board outside 
Fellowship Hall. 
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