
LOVE IS FORGIVING 
Love, love, love, that’s what it’s all about! 

Part 7 of 8 
 

“Love doesn’t keep a record of wrongs.”  1 Corinthians 13:5b (NIV) 
 
“Hysterical” versus “Historical” 
 
 
FORGIVENESS QUIZ (True or false?) 
 
1. A person should not be forgiven until he asks for it.           T   F 
  
2. Forgiving includes minimizing the offense & the pain caused. T   F 
 
3. Forgiveness includes restoring trust and reuniting a relationship.  T   F 
 
4. You haven’t really forgiven until you’ve forgotten the offense.    T   F  
 
5. When I see someone hurt, it is my duty to forgive the offender.    T   F 
 
 
I.  WHAT FORGIVENESS IS NOT: 
 
 1. It is not conditional 
   
 2. It is not minimizing the seriousness of the offense. 
 
 3. It is not resuming a relationship without changes. 
 
 4. It is not forgetting what happened. 
 
 5. It is not my right when I wasn’t the one who was hurt. 

II. WHAT IS GENUINE FORGIVENESS? 
 

1. RELINQUISHING MY RIGHT TO GET EVEN 
  
 “...Never avenge yourselves.  Leave that to God, for He has said that He will repay 

those who deserve it.”   Romans 12:19 (LB) 
 

2. RESPONDING TO EVIL WITH GOOD 
  
 “...do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those 

who mistreat you.”  Luke 6:27-28 (NIV) 
 

3. REPEATING THE PROCESS AS  OFTEN AS NECESSARY 
  
 “Peter asked, ‘"Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me?  

Seven times?’  ‘No.’ Jesus replied, ‘seventy times seven!’”  Matthew 18:21-22 (NLT) 
 

 
THE SECRET OF FORGIVENESS: 

 
REMEMBER HOW MUCH YOU HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN 
“Remember to forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  Colossians 3:13 (NIV) 
 
"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you."  Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) 
 
Three reasons for me to forgive others: 
 

1. God has forgiven me.   
 

2. Bitterness doesn’t work.  
 
3. Forgiveness is a 2-way street and I am going to need more of it in the future.   

  


