
Greetings in the NAME OF CHRIST! 
     I know you are scratching your head wondering what is the meaning of this bizarre  
title, Reflections of a Dogged-Out Dabba. Well, the events of the past few weeks have  
left me a little ragged around the edges and just plain dogged out.  
  First, there was an intense week at Look-up Lodge with our youth. I truly enjoyed the  
time away with our youth. We are blessed to have a great bunch of young adults in our  
church family.  
     However, the battle rhythm of a dozen plus teenagers is not exactly that of a middle-aged  
Grandpa. My engines were at full throttle all week and by Friday this geezer was running on 
empty! I now understand why God gives us children while we are relatively young! Despite the 
long nights, hot days, and the battle rhythm of a bunch of rambunctious teenagers, I would not 
trade it all for a billion dollars. The memories and relationships are worth it. 
     After a few days of R and R (rest and relaxation), it was time for us to keep our grandsons, 
Ross and Dresden, for almost a week. This toddler tornado left the house in a topsy-turvy state 
and again left me running on fumes. Somehow, I had forgotten what it was like to attend to 
young children for an extended period of time. Grandchildren are a blessing and I would not 
trade the time with my two grandsons for anything in the world. However, I now have a better 
appreciation for what young parents experience day in and day out. It is no easy task!  

     God certainly has a sense of humor and a great way of reminding us of things we once knew or experienced. I have 
no doubt that God’s hand orchestrated the events of the past few weeks of my life to do exactly that. God regularly 
uses the routine, ordinary, and mundane things in life to remind us, teach us, and to help us gain a better perspective. 
Let me simply share three lessons that I think are important for all of us to remember. 
  First, our children/youth are a blessing and certainly worth the effort and investment. By investing in the lives of 
our children/youth today we are securing our future as a church. The truth of the matter is that our children/youth are 
the future leaders of the church. Unless they have experienced others investing in their lives they will not remember to 
pass on that same investment to future generations. In making an investment in our children/youth we are sowing 
seeds for a future harvest. Bible scholars call this the law of the harvest. May we be a community of 
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The Couple is registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond. 

Gift Cards from Lowe’s Home Improvement 
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faith committed to the law of the harvest. 
    While our children/youth are certainly worth the 
effort and investment, I am concerned about our long-
range commitment to our children/youth. We have a 
solid core of committed folk in our children/youth 
ministry. They are superb! However, children/youth are 
not just a committee concern, they are a church 
concern. We all need to get involved, from the pulpit to 
the pew.  
   Experts tell us it takes seven adults (outside parents/
grandparents/Sunday School Teacher/Pastor) being 
involved in the life of a child/youth in order for them to 
make a profession of faith in Christ. Those same experts 
tell us that if a child does not come to Christ by the time 
they are 18 then there is a 90% chance they never will. 
My experience confirms this sad fact. Here is the point 
from the foxhole of faith. It takes a team effort, not just 
a few folk on a committee to make a difference in the 
life of a child/youth.  
    Likewise, parents need a break. Raising children has 
never been easy and in today’s world with the absence 
of extended families it is even harder. One of the best 
things Teresa and I can do for our kids is to be available 
for them when they need a helping hand or ask for 
guidance. Similarly, as a community of faith—we need 
to do the same thing for those young couples both 
within our church family and in the community. This 
leads me to my second observation. Have you ever seen 
a toddler’s face after they dig into a McDonald’s Happy 
Meal? Have you ever given a pre-schooler a $1 match-
box car and watch their reaction? Have you sent a 
birthday card to an elementary school kid to let them 
know you care and to say they are special? Have you 
taken a college/high-school kid out to breakfast or 
lunch? How about a text or email to say hello how are 
you? I think you get the picture.       
     The fact of the matter is that small things over a 
lifetime make a difference. A card, a note, a phone call, 
a meal, or a visit are not really big things. They are the 
little things that can shape a life. Again, Bible scholars 
call this the ministry of small things. Jesus was an expert 
at the ministry of small things:  a conversation with a 
woman at a well; washing a few stinky feet; ministering 
to sick people; and spending time with children. The 
Bible reminds us we are to follow in His footsteps.  
     Finally, when we serve others we are blessed beyond 
measure. The Bible tells us it is better to give than to 
receive. When we give of ourselves to minister to others 
there is something deeply spiritual taking place. We are 
being transformed into the image of Christ. Serving 
others is one of the key ways the Holy Spirit uses to 
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Birthdays in JulyBirthdays in JulyBirthdays in July   
  6 Vicky Snow 

  8 John Shore 

  9 Bud Kiger 

  9 Dorothy Vestal 

11 Toby Styers 

11 Brittany Zeller 

13 Ann Ray 

20 Dot Hutchens 

25 Darren Todd 

27 Cheryl Caudle 

28 Katlyn Disher 

28 Annie Maude Stimson 

29 Lisa Nance 

30 Melissa Black 

31 Katie Nance 

mold us, shape us, and transform us into the image of 
Christ.  
     These are lessons we all can all take to heart. Despite 
the dogged out body over the last few weeks, I will tell 
you beyond a doubt that my spirit has been feed, my 
perspective changed, and my commitment to our 
children/youth ministries renewed. This dogged out 
Dabba has been blessed and is looking forward to the 
next adventure at Look Up Lodge and that toddler 
tornado from Virginia.               Selah  
                       In “HIS Grip,” 

                         Rick Page 

*Dabba is the name my grandchildren call me. It is a 
Hebrew/Aramaic derivative for grandfather. 

Dabba                       



Children’s  Ministr ies  
Nursery Workers 
Jul    6  Tami Merrell & Melissa Black 

Jul  13  Janet Epley & Brittany Zeller 

Jul  20  Debbie Hoots & Cindy Austin 

Jul  27  Allen & Ann Ray 

Aug   3 Amy Dixon & Melinda Cook 

Aug 10 Tammy Smith & Maria Torres 

Aug 17 Linda Kent-Hall & Kristi Kent 

Aug 24 Rhonda Robinson & Heather Holbrook 

Aug 31 Shelley Harvey & Tami Merrell 

Children’s Sermon/Church 
Jul    6  Collins Sisters 

Jul  13  Barbara Todd 

Jul  20  Rosie Lynch 

Jul  27  Tammy Smith 

Aug   3 Collins Sisters 

Aug 10 Nate Todd 

Aug 17 Rosie Lynch 

Aug 24 Tammy Smith 

Aug 31 Rev. Rick Page 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come  

to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 
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We’re taking a break for July and August! 
Check out UPWARD Sports! 

No one has yet fully realized the 
wealth of sympathy, kindness, 
and generosity hidden in the soul 

of a child. The effort of every true education should 
be to unlock that treasure.  Emma Goldman 

Let us make no mistake that we share in this 
important responsibility. At the dismissal of school in 
May, we concluded our third year of feeding children 
who, by no fault of their own, go hungry  on the 
weekend. Under the leadership of Debbie Hoots and  
the dedication of Deep Creek members, we have fed 
112 children. 

 As we move into another year, let us pray that the 
Lord will continue to bless this ministry and our church 
and the children of Courtney School. 

Thank you for Touching and Caring 

Outreach Team 

Ministry Needs 

YCM Georgia Jackson has asked for new and used 
Christian reading material to be given out at Yadkin 
Christian Ministries 
 Mae Burcham needs the plastic bags your newspapers 
come in. They are used for bagging reading material at 
YCM. 
 
Yadkin Nursing Center Marcia Dinkins is asking for the 
following items. You can give them to Marcia or deliver 
them to Yadkin Nursing Center - attention Tracy Hutchins, 
Activities Director. 

Large print books/paper or hardback  
Dolls or Stuffed Animals 
Colored construction paper or poster board 
Used magazines for greeting card projects 
Bingo Prizes - small items such as plastic figurines, 
puzzle books, etc. 

 NO razors or sewing kits with needles! 

Back Pack News 

UPWARD Sports Clinic 

Basketball 

Baseball/Softball  

Soccer 

Courtney School Gym  

6-8 pm 

July 8, 15, 22  

Get the word out. 

Kids At Camp Look Up Lodge 
July 27-30 

Begin praying now for the Kids and 
their Leaders that God will move in 
their lives during this time. 
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Long Range Planning Team Update 

 While we have tried during business 

meetings to keep the congregation 

updated regarding our planning process 

for the renovations that need to be completed at our 

church , that planning process is near an end. The 

planning has been a two year process. During the last 

two months, we have had meetings with the architects 

and other committees in the church connected to this 

project. Those committees were the Long Range 

Funding, the Finance and the Property. At this time, our 

architects are preparing the bid documents for the 

renovations. The bidding process will take one month 

and then the bids will be good for 45 days. What that 

means is that after we get the bids back, we have a little 

more than one month to make a decision regarding 

what renovations will be completed.   

 Since we will not know the cost until the bids are 

received, we have asked that the base bid be for the 

lower floor and the mechanical and plumbing systems. 

Alternate bids are being requested for the main level 

which we refer to as the second floor and the third 

floor. We have an alternate bid to allow more natural 

light in the lower level as well. While talking about a 

base bid and alternate bids may sound confusing, all that 

means is we will find out how much it will cost to do all 

that needs to be done and to do parts of what needs to 

be done. Once the bids are sent to the architect and are 

opened, the four committees will bring to the church at 

a business meeting a motion based upon what those on 

L RPT  

the committees feel will be a reasonable amount that our 

church can afford to fix. Our architects have been very 

aware that we are a small church and are worried about 

the expense of the renovations. Due to that, they have 

worked to keep the expenses as low as possible and still 

improve both the function and the appearance of the 

spaces.   

 We have worked diligently to plan for needed 

renovations and keep the church informed. During the 

last few months, the property, finance and long range 

funding committees have also met with us and had their 

questions answered. Regardless of what we are able to 

complete at this point in time, we feel that we have 

listened to concerns and have a really good plan to 

follow. Everything on the plans needs to be completed 

and it would be much more efficient to do it all at one 

time. However, if we are not able to complete everything 

now, we still have a good plan in place that can be 

followed at a later time. Of course, delaying any of the 

renovations will mean an increase in the cost because the 

construction industry is getting better and prices are 

rising. It is our hope that you will prayerfully consider the 

motion that will be made when the bids are received and 

work together to help our church make some much 

needed improvements. We need to think for the future 

and keep in mind the needs of all the ages of the church 

members. 

 One thing we have to keep in mind is that with any 

renovation, things are found as the renovations are being 

made that will cause prices to change. So, the architects 

Lessons Learned at Look Up 

My Dear Fellow Creekians, 

  June 8-13 the youth group along with their leaders embarked on a journey to Travelers Rest, South Carolina. We 
journeyed to a little slice of heaven nestled into the Sough Carolina mountains, and, let me be the first to tell you, you 
didn’t go anywhere without going up a hill. However, the lessons learned from the remarkable Greg Boone are the best 
around. So let me begin. 

  The first lesson I learned was on the first night of Chapel,  and the question was--Can I trust God’s heart and 
intentions toward me? We wrestle with that question every day and we do not really think about it, or even realize we 
do. Though when we pause and think, this is the question we need to answer on every decision we are about to make. Do 
we really trust God? Do we really believe He knows everything about us? Or, are we caught up in fulfilling ourselves 
rather than fulfilling God’s will for us? 

  The second lesson learned was a hard hitting statement for most people. The statement was--We all want a Jesus 
that will accept us, our circumstances and our own sin. Though that is not what we have. The God who created this world 
and prevented Abraham from sacrificing his own son then later sent His own Son to save us, has never changed and never 
will. He has remained the same through the ages. So, the point of this is simply--if you think you are going to get a Jesus 
who accepts who you are then you are following the wrong God. The God I know is the one who is perfect in His love and 
perfect in His justice. 
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Pastor - Rev. Rick Page 
pastor@mydeepcreekbc.com 

2401 Old Stage Road 

Yadkinville, NC 27055 

336-463-2203 

www.mydeepcreekbc.com 

Church Office Hours 

Monday  10 am - 2 pm  Wednesday  1-4 pm 

Thursday - Please call the office or contact Judy at            
secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com 

Pray for These    The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16 

Audrey Chewning 
Nell Mcknight  
Lois Sencial 
Betty Shore 

Annie Maude Stimson 
Mary Waller 
Ann Wiles 

Nursing Home/Rehab Edsel Allgood 
Wilson Beasley 
Clara Collins 
Bobby Cook  
Millie Daugherty 
Donnie Drane 
Mary Joyce Hall  
Dwight Leftwich 

Jim Lundy 
Ellen Ratledge 
Erica Robinson 
Dana Sharpe 
Tommy Shore 
Pat Shupe 
Rae Smith 
Bobby Teague 

At Home 

All Military and their Families 

Hospital   Whitley Todd  

Elizabeth Teague 
Lynn Teague 
Harrell Todd 
Lowell Todd 
Ellen & Neal Vaught 
Bill Waller 
Zander Whittaker 
Betty Wooten 

Lessons Learned                (From page 4) 

  The final point I really learned was about the 
Church. The true definition of Church is not about a 
building or a nice fellowship hall. The Church is this--an 
assembly, or better put, a body of believers. Though my 
point is this--Are we more concerned with the form of 
the church, or its function? Because I have nowhere 
seen in the Bible or any other studying that the form is 
more important than the function. The function of the 
church is to take God’s commandments to make 
disciples, care for the poor, feed the needy, take care 
of the helpless and help each other to grow in our walk 
with God. Not to make classes about doing these 
things, being stuck in “we have always done it this 
way,” but to get up and go. God has us here on earth to 
be His image. So, the point of this is--Are we in the 
church putting function over form, or form over 
function ? 

  I do believe that I could possibly write an entire 
book on what I learned in a week from Look Up Lodge. I 
would enjoy the opportunity to sit with you and talk 
about the experience and lessons learned. As Rick Page 
has told me time and time again--“iron sharpens iron.” 
It doesn’t matter if you are younger or older that I, we 
can all learn from each other in some way.       

                 Cody Dagenhart 

Ushers for July 

Jul    6  Edsel Allgood  Robin Gough 

     Chris Disher   Jody Smith 

Jul  13  Lee Cook    J D Hutchens 

     Janet Epley   Wayne Renegar   

Jul  20  Harrell Todd   Allen Ray 

     Ronnie Eads 

Jul  27  Edsel Allgood  Billy Vestal 

     Bobby Todd   Rosie Lynch 

Servants in Ministry for July 

July Deacon of the Month 

is Barry Orrell (336-924-0881). 

June Greeters 

Jul    6  Ronald & Lucille Shore 

Jul  13  Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon 

Jul  20  Travis & Melissa Black 

Jul  27  Ryan & Sarah Boles 


