
What Will You Resolve? 
  Well, a “new year” is upon us and it is once again time for those New 

Year’s resolutions. For most folk these recurring yearly resolutions can be an 

exercise in frustration and futility. Why make New Year resolutions if we are 

not going to invest ourselves in seeing them through to completion? If you are like most folk these “losing 

investments” are more often than not “self” oriented—that is self-centered, self-empowered, and self-

absorbing. Hmmm...doesn’t sound very spiritual. 

  Let me recommend a different approach—one that is not self-centered, but God (Theo) centered. 

Think of the “R” word. NO, not religion, but RELATIONSHIP. We are relational beings. God formed and 

fashioned us in HIS image so WE might have a relationship with Him and each other. Somehow I think we 

have forgotten this in our “connected” world of Facebook and the tweets, twitters, and email that too 

many folk call relationships. Well, I’ve got some news for you. God never intended for our modern 

electronic wizardry to replace face to face and heart to heart relationships. 

  Now, let me set the record straight. I am not against those electronic “tools.” What I 

The Scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to Him. Unrolling it, He found the place 

where it is written: “The Spirit of the LORD is on 

me, because He has anointed me to preach good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 

year of the LORD’s favor.”  Luke 4:17-19/Isaiah 61:1-2 

January Servants in Ministry 

January  Deacon of the Month is                       

Ronald Shore (336) 463-5149.  

Ushers 

Jan    1 Lee Cook    Charles Holden 

    Kent Brandon  Woodie Gough 

Jan    8 Edsel Allgood  Travis Black 

    Scott Shore   Chris Disher 

Jan  15 Lee Cook    Jody Smith 

    J D Hutchens   Janet Epley 

Jan  22 Edsel Allgood  Wayne Renegar 

    Harrell Todd 

Jan  29 Youth 

Greeters 

Jan    1 Ronald & Lucille Shore 

Jan    8 Billie & Dorothy Vestal 

Jan  15 Wayne & Catrina Renegar 

Jan  22 Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon 

Jan  29 Youth 

Parking Assistance 

Jan    1 Billie Vestal   Harrell Todd 

Jan    8 Scott Shore   Ronald Shore 

Jan  15 Bobby Lynch   Freddie Robinson 

Jan  22 Woodie Gough  Ken Epley 

Jan  29 Ronnie Eads   Chris Disher 
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Nursing Home/Rehab 
Hilda Hutchens 
Betty Shore 
Annie Maude Stimson 

Margie Welch 
Ann Wiles 

All Military and Families:  Jacob Chewning 

At Home 
Edsel Allgood 
Michael Bolick 
David &Barbara Choplin 
Millie Daugherty 
Nancy Dinkins 
Mary Joyce Hall 
Samuel Hall 
Bonnie Harvey 
Ann Holden 
Imogene Hutchens 
Kristi Kent 
Dwight Leftwich 
Jan Lundy 
Bill McMurray 

Baby Eli Miller 
Allen Ray 
Margaret Ray 
Dana Sharpe 
Isaac Shore 
Jacob Shore 
Betty Spillman 
Bobby Teague 
Elizabeth Teague 
Lynn Teague 
Harrell Todd 
Lowell Todd 
Whitley Todd 
Zander Whittaker 

Pray for These 
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective.  James 5:16 

Hospital:   Nell Pullen 

Prayer Chain Ministry 

If you or someone you know needs prayer, contact 

Catrina Renegar to be included on the Prayer Chain. 

Catrina can be reached at 336-463-2220. 

Regular Worship Times 

Sunday 

Bible Study 10:00 am 

Worship 10:55 am  

Wednesday 

Youth 6:00 pm 

Adult Bible Study 6:30 pm 

Church Office Hours 

Monday  10 am - 2 pm  Wednesday  1-4 pm 
Thursday - 11 am - 3 pm 

Contact Judy at secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com. 
The Church Office is located at the Parsonage. 

Revision 

             Special  

      Business Meeting 

 Projected Date Sunday, February 12 

UPWARD Games Begin  
Sunday January 8 

4:00 pm 

Plan to be there! 
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I AM THANKFUL...             (from page 2) 

Will You Help? 

Below a list of items YCM is always in need 

of. If you can help, bring your donation to 

the church and place it in the designated 

container in the parlor. 

 canned vegetables  canned fruit 

 canned juice        canned meat   

 mayonnaise        small bags of flour 

         Thank you for your help. 

L e t ’ s  D o  M i n i s t r y  

Nursery Workers 

Jan    1 Melinda Cook Emily Cook 

Jan    8 Catrina Renegar  Wayne Renegar 

Jan  15 Jeannie Shore   Kristi Kent 

Jan  22 Charlotte Beamon Heather Holbrook 

Jan  29 Lee Cook     Amy Dixon 

Children’s Sermon/Church 

Jan    1 Collins Sisters 

Jan    8 Charlotte Beamon 

Jan  15 Rosie Lynch 

Jan  22 Tammy Smith 

Jan  29 Rev. Rick Page 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and 

do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

UPWARD Sports  
Courtney Elementary 

Practice 

Wednesdays 6-7 pm 

Games begin January 8 

Sundays 4 pm 

 Deacons 

pack Backpacks  

in January 

Greetings in the Name of Christ! 

  Well, with the dawn of a New Year, the Elders thought it might be  

important to update the congregation on the status of our on-going transition to an elder-led 

Church. As you recall, about 14 months ago the congregation voted to transition to an elder-led 

Church. This decision came after a recommendation by a Church appointed Elder Study Group that 

conducted a two year feasibility study regarding elders. Since the vote, the Church has selected its 

initial Elder Board. That board consists of Barry Orrell, Barbara Todd, Bruce Lundy, Ken Epley and 

Rick Page. 

  During the last ten months or so, we have been busy with our first major task. That task has 

been a revision of the Church constitution to reflect the transition to an elder-led Church. Even 

though the church will be an elder-led Church, our polity will still be congregational. That is to say, 

the congregation will still have the final vote in all decisions regarding budget matters, selection and 

termination of its pastor/staff, and other major decisions involving the life of the Church. This is in 

line with our Baptist heritage and also honors our commitment to align the Church with the Biblical 

teaching concerning the role of elder and deacon. 

  The Provisional Elder Board will present its draft of the revised Church Constitution for the 

deacons to review at their monthly meeting in January. The goal is to present the revised Church 

Constitution to the congregation for its approval at a special called business meeting on Sunday, 

February 12, 2017. A copy of the current Church Constitution will be available on the Church 

website. Hard copies will be available at the Church office for those members who do not have 

internet access. Please watch for details in the Church bulletin. 

  Our desire is that each member take the time to review both the current Church Constitution 

and the draft revision of the Church Constitution prior to the special called business meeting in 

February. The goal of the Elders was to keep as much of the original Church Constitution in its 

present form and to adjust or add to the Constitution based on the transition to an elder-led Church. 

What you will find is a Constitution that we hope will be a working and living document of how we 

operate as a Church body. 

  Thank you for being patient and understanding as we work through this transition TOGETHER as 

the body of Christ—HIS CHURCH! 

                               The Provisional Elder Board 

                               Deep Creek Baptist Church 

January 22 



2017 resolutions 
am against is when they replace the normal way of nurturing human relationships. Think about it...when 

you are in crisis, when you need a shoulder to cry on, when your world has been rocked, turned upside 

down and when you need someone—do you really want to be comforted by an electronic burst via a 

tweet, twitter, or whatever? Be honest, be real! For those of you who think I’m off my rocker, that’s OK. 

The next time your world falls apart, I’ll try to muster up all my techno skills and send you a tweet of 

comfort. OK...I’m done preaching, but I think you get the point. 

  So, let’s talk about the “R” word and those New Year’s resolutions. Let me urge you , no, let me 

“implore” you to be RESOLVED to invest in three relationships this year. First, set aside time for a 

relationship with God. Spend time in prayer, reading His Word and meditating upon it. Now two things 

will begin to happen when you “invest” in this first relationship; first, you will begin to develop the 

“mind of Christ.” What does this mean? It simply means you will begin to filter all of life thru the mind of 

Christ and His perspective. Second, you will find out that the next two relationships will begin to “fall in 

line.” Notice I did not say go to Church or participate in a “bevy” of activities. Here is the point, our 

“private” relationship with God comes before our public relationship. Too many folk have it backwards 

and are hiding behind the façade of the “Church face.” Well, you can’t hide from God. He knows if you 

are “faking it.” Amazing “things” happen when we invest in a relationship with God. Take a chance on 

God—He will not let you down.  

  Second, invest in a relationship with your family. God created marriage and the family as His first 

“institutions” and the building blocks of society.  Many of our current “social and family ills” are directly 

attributed to the breakdown of the family and the disintegration of marriage within our culture. The sad 

fact is that these “social and family ills” bleed over into the life of the Church. 

  Let’s face it—WE are busy people and unfortunately the first to feel the impact of this busyness are 

family members. Dads, in the grand scheme of life, is it more important that you spend an extra hour at 

work or spend that time developing/nurturing a relationship with your children? I think you know the 

answer! Moms, are you so busy running the kids around and meeting their needs that you put your 

marriage relationship on the back burner? I think you know the answer.  

  While I am no marriage and family counselor, I do have some “life experience.” Here are two 

suggestions from my toolbox of experience. First, take time to enjoy and share a family dinner at least 

twice a week. Do whatever it takes...have a late dinner, skip T-ball/soccer practice, shelve the extra hour 

at work...just do it. While you are at it turn off all electronic media (cell phones, iphones, ebooks, 

laptops/computers, and yes, even the TV and radio) and enjoy a “quiet” meal together. The silence will 

be “deafening” at first, but that will change as family members “learn” how to handle the change. 

 Second, regularly schedule a “date” with your spouse. Sounds simple, but the truth is too many 

couples simply forget about the “courting” process after marriage. Couples need regular time alone 

together. “But Rick, what about the kids?” That’s what babysitters, grandparents, 
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HIM Healthy Initiatives Ministry  

   7 pm Mondays & Thursdays 

Kent Brandon     1 

Tommy Collins     4 

Anna Watson     6 

Bill Nance       7 

Charles Holden  10 

Rosie Lynch    10 

Ryan Disher, Sr.  12 

Tiffany Lynch   12 

Emma Disher   19 

Marcia Dinkins   20 

Hilda Hutchens  20 

Ryder Austin    23 

Catrina Renegar  24 

Kayden Taylor   26 

Amy Dixon    28 

Logan Martin   30 

  1 Happy New Year 

  2 HIM Resumes 

  3 7:00 pm - Debt Reduction Team 

  4 8:20 pm - Worship Team 

  8 Business Meeting 

  8 4:00 pm - UPWARD Games begin 

10 6:00 pm - Glory Girls 

15 7:30 am - BoBB at The Grill 

16 7:00 pm - Deacons 

22 Sanctity of Life Sunday 

22 8:45 am - Bible Study Teacher Training 

24 7:00 pm - Church Council 

26 Joy Group   

29 5th Sunday Special Service  

2017 resolutions 

and older siblings are for. You get the picture. 

 Here’s the truth. If YOU don’t take time to 

nurture your marital relationship while your kids 

are young, when they “fly away” and the nest is 

empty, you’ll find that the person across the 

dinner table from you is a stranger. Take the time 

to invest in your marriage, it will have a positive 

impact within the family. 

 Finally, invest in a relationship with others 

within the community of faith. How do you do 

this? Easy, just make yourself available wherever 

“God’s people” gather. Here are some ideas:  

attend Wednesday night Bible Study; attend 

Sunday morning Bible Study (the best small 

group experience at The Creek); get involved in 

the children/youth ministries; attend a Joy Group 

meeting; make a date with a shut-in and make 

their day and yours; call your family deacon and 

ask how you can “serve the family”; join the 

Choir (BEST in the Association);  or start a home-

based Bible Study and invite some “spiritually 

hungry and thirsty folk” to attend. Lastly, attend 

Church REGULARLY and participate in the 

corporate worship of the “saints.”  Well, I think 

you understand that the possibilities are endless. 

 So, be different in 2017 and put the “R” word 

at the top of your New Year’s resolutions. Here’s 

what you’ll find. God the Father longs to have a 

RELATIONSHIP with His children. When we make 

that relationship a PRIORITY in life, life is 

meaningful, makes sense and measures up to all 

GOD the Father intended for life to BE. SELAH! 

         See YOU at THE CREEK, 

         In “HIS Grip” 

         Rick Page Cont.  Page 4 


