
 Dear Church Family, 
    During the past five months or so our church family at The Creek has experienced nine deaths 
of either a member or a close relative of a member. This is a significant event in the life of any 
church and is even more dramatic for a small church of 120. Consequently, I thought it was 
important to pause and reflect on this event in the life of the church.  
    Death is not a popular subject in our culture. No one really wants to talk about it. It is taboo. 
Shockingly, the Church has bought into this line of thought. Church folk, those of us who should 
live boldly in the face of death simply seem to shudder and fall apart when someone brings up 
the subject. It is as if we think we are immortal and never really believe we have to think about 
death or let alone plan for our death.  
    I find it a bit disconcerting that we can sing “Victory In Jesus” on any given Sunday; yet, when 
it comes to real life living that victory this side of Heaven we run like a scalded dog with its tail 
between its legs when the subject of death and preparing for death comes up in conversation. 
Shame on us! 
    Death is not a subject you bring up as polite dinner-time conversation or witty repartee. Yet, 
death is a reality and will most often strike when we are least prepared. We all seem to link 
arms and sing “Cum Ba Ya” when it comes to talking about being prepared for death in the 
spiritual sense. However, mention the pragmatic issues surrounding death like powers of 
attorney, wills, trusts and estate planning, and funeral arrangements and it’s another story. 
Mums the word! We are content to bury our heads in the sand and pretend it’s all good. More 

often than not it is not all good, but ugly. 
    Let me be frank and cross the rubicon. To turn a blind eye towards talking about death and preparing for death is poor 
stewardship and irresponsibility. The truth is that as we grow older numerically and mature spiritually, death should be 
become easier to talk about.  
     In my time in ministry, I have seen the good, the bad, and the downright ugly when it comes to how individuals, 
families, and churches prepare for the subject of death and dying. As a pastor, it breaks my heart when a beloved saint 
dies and leaves their family holding the bag so to speak. That is, no prior discussion, no prior planning, or not even an 
acknowledgment regarding the possibility of death. The result is both the family and pastor are left scratching their heads 
and guessing about all those thorny issues surrounding the death of the loved one. Is this really any way for those of us 
with gray hairs and balding crowns to leave our families or the church body at large?  What does this say about our 
legacy? 
   The church is a body, a family, and thus when someone within the church dies it is imperative we not only support the 
grieving family, but take time to process the impact on the church itself. When death strikes a member of the body, then 
all members of the body are impacted in varying degrees by the loss. As a church body, if we fail to pause and to 
recognize and reflect on the significance of the death within the body we are setting ourselves up for some unhealthy 
consequences down the road.  
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T h e  S c r o l l           

Set your clocks ahead Saturday, March 8. 

Dayl ight  Saving  
      Begins  

Couple’s Shower 

for 

Erin Holcomb and Kolby Epley 

Sunday, March 16 

Immediately following Worship 

Covered Dish Luncheon 



March Birthdays 
 2  Melissa Taylor 

 4  Pete Gough 

 8  Travis Black 

11 Hailey Brown 

11 Lee Cook 

12 Rhonda Dagenhart 

12 Eddie Gregory 

13 Audrey Lynch 

17 Wayne Renegar 

19 Linda Kent-Hall 

22 Georgia Jackson 

24 Lois Todd 

26 Rick Page 

30 Nell McKnight 

30 Lacey Robinson 

31 Kelly Hoots 

31 Kristi Kent 

31 Landon lynch 

     From my foxhole whenever there is a death in the 
body of the church every part of the body should lock 
arms in unity of purpose and minister to those members 
of the body who have lost the loved one. Jesus would do 
no more or no less and neither should we. In practical 
terms this means that some activities within the life of 
the church might have to be interrupted, canceled, or 
postponed.  
      For a pastor every activity on the daily calendar is 
either suspended or gets bumped:  sermon prep, 
Wednesday night Bible Study prep, visitation, meetings, 
or whatever. The focus clearly becomes ministering to 
those within the church body who have experienced the 
death of a loved one. Closely behind this is helping the 
church itself process the loss of a member within the 
body.  Consequently, you need to know that funerals are 
one of the most important events I do as your pastor. A 
funeral, or celebration of life as I like to call funerals, are a 
tangible way those outside the Church see our love for 
one another; and conversely, it is a clear means by which 
those who know Jesus can express the Biblical approach 
towards death. Are you listening? 
   A wise mentor once told me, “showing your children 
how to die is the last event we can teach your children."  
Peal the onion back on that and ponder what he said. I 
hope it will change your perspective. It changed mine. 
   Here in the next few months, I will literally cross the 
threshold from middle age to old age. My how time flies!  
As a result Teresa and I have seized the high ground on 
this issue of death and dying. It has taken us the better 
part of a year to work out all the details of our estate 
planning, funeral arrangements, and those other messy 
details, but we now have a plan! We recently sealed the 
deal by meeting with a local funeral home to complete 
our arrangements and paid up front so that our family 
would not have to play the guessing game regarding our 
desires, or be left holding a financial hot-potato when it 
comes to funeral costs. Is this an event in our lives where 
we can forego stewardship, responsibility or love? 
    Finally, let me briefly share three items we, or rather I, 
learned from our funeral/homecoming preparation. First, 
talking about such events clears the air and makes it 
easier for future conversations. Second, when you face 
and clearly think about the issue, it really is one of 
discipleship and stewardship. Good disciples and 
stewards plan accordingly when it comes to issues about 
death and dying. I know there may be exceptions with 
the unexpected loss of someone who is young, but even 
here there can be a discussion about death and dying. 
Lastly, as we walked thru this process as a couple we 
grew closer together. I really saw that God has truly 
blessed me with someone, as Rocky would say of Adrian 
in Rocky I, “fills my gaps.”  Praise GOD! 
 Are you listening? Selah! 
 In “HIS Grip,” 
 Rick Page 

Death                          (From page 1) 

       HIM  Healthy Initiatives Ministry 

       Mondays & Thursdays at 7 pm 

Check us out on the church website. 

  2   4:00 pm - UPWARD Basketball Game 

  2     5:00 pm - UPWARD Award Ceremony 

  4   9:00 am - Joy Group meets to go visit Ray Hoots 

  5   7:00 pm - Ash Wednesday Service/NO Meal 

  6   7:00 pm - Outreach Team meets 

  9   Daylight Saving Begins 

  9   4:00 pm - Team Kids resume meeting 

12   5:30 pm - Church Council meets 

16    8:30 am - Deacons meet 

16   Holcomb/Epley Couple’s Shower following worship 

16   6:00 pm - Baptist Women meet 

22   5:00 pm - Philippines Fundraiser 

23   8:45 am - Children’s Leadership Team meets 

23   Baptist Women’s Day 

27   9:00 am - Joy Group meets at the Church 

30    8:45 am - Sunday School Teacher Training 

30  Business Meeting following Worship 

M arch  
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H ELP FOR THE P HILIPPINES 
SATURDAY, MARCH 22,5 PM, TICKETS ARE $7 

Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction at 5:00 pm 
Music of Hope at 7:00 pm 

To donate items for the Auction or purchase tickets, please see 
Teresa Watson  (336-909-2083) or Ann Ray (336-463-2157). 

All proceeds will go to Samaritan’s Purse for victims  of natural 
disasters in the Philippines. 

Sunday Schedule 
10:00 am - Sunday School 
10:55 am - Worship 
  4:00 pm - Team Kids 

Wednesday Schedule 
6:00 pm - Meal/Youth Bible Study 
6:30 pm - Bible Study 

7:20 pm - Choir Rehearsal 



Children’s  Ministr ies  
Nursery Workers 
Mar   2 Tami Merrell & Melissa Black 
Mar   9 Amy & Dennis Dixon 
Mar 16 Cindy Austin & Debbie Hoots 
Mar 23 Allen & Ann Ray 
Mar 30 Melinda Cook & Maria Torres 
Apr    6 Linda Kent-Hall & Kristi Kent 
Apr  13 Tammy Smith & Heather Holbrook 
Apr  20 Janet Epley & Brittany Zeller 
Apr  27 Shelley Harvey & Rhonda Robinson 

Children’s Sermon/Church 
Mar   2 Collins Sisters 
Mar   9 Barbara Todd 
Mar 16 Rosie Lynch 
Mar 23 Tammy Smith 
Mar 30 Rick Page  
Apr    6 Collins Sisters 
Apr  13 Nate Todd 
Apr  20 Rosie Lynch 
Apr  27 Tammy Smith 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come  

to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

UPWARD Sports 

Final Game - 4 pm Sunday, March 2, at Courtney Gym 
These kids need to know you care! 
Awards Ceremony follows at 5 pm at Courtney. 

Pray for These 

The prayer of a righteous man is        

powerful and effective. James 5:16 

Millie Daugherty 
Woodie Gough 
Mary Joyce Hall 
Dwight Leftwich 
Jim Lundy 

Erica Robinson 
Dana Sharpe 
Pat Shupe 
Elizabeth Teague 
Whitley Todd 

Audrey Chewning 
Ray Hoots 
Nell Mcknight  
Lois Sencial 

Betty Shore 
Annie Maude Stimpson 
Mary Waller 

Nursing Home/Rehab 

At Home 

All Military and their Families 

Hospital 

   Donnie Drane - Glenda Hall’s brother, Walter       
   Raines, Ann Wiles 

         FREE FILING 

IF YOUR INCOME IS $52,000.00 OR LESS 

This service is sponsored by Yadkin Christian 
Ministries and is available as follows.  

 Yadkin Library - Walk- in only  
 9 am - 12 pm on Wednesdays and 
 Thursdays 

 East Bend Library - Appointment only  
 1-4 pm on Thursdays  
 9-11 am on Saturdays  
 Call 336-699-8280 for appointments.  

For Courtney Elementary 

You can give them to Danita Disher. 

 Surely there is a child you can invite to join us. 

We still need Juice Boxes. Please see Jeannie 
Kent to donate. 

Children’s Leadership Team meets at 8:45 am on Sunday, March 23. 
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Resumes Meeting 

Sunday, March 9 at 4 pm 

5 years to 6th Grade 

Bill Waller 
Zander Whittaker 
Betty Wooten 
Plumer Wooten 
Wilson Beasley 

Deep Creek T-Shirts 
In order to help visitors, Deep Creek T-shirts are available 
for all attending and working events. We would like to 
have them for the Hop-a-Long on April 19.  

Please complete the form on the right and return it by 
March 23 along with a check for the total order. Please 
make checks to Deep Creek Baptist Church and 
designate for “T-Shirt.” Jeannie Kent will handle getting  
T-shirts for Team Kids at no cost. 

Deep Creek T-Shirts 
Name: __________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Shirt Size:  1. _______________  2. _______________ 

       3. ________________  4. _______________ 
T-Shirts are $10 each including plus sizes. 
Please place in offering plate at church or return 
form and check to the church office by March 23. 



Pastor - Rev. Rick Page 

jrpage@triad.rr.com 

2401 Old Stage Road 

Yadkinville, NC 27055 

336-463-2203 

www.mydeepcreekbc.com 

Church Office Hours 

Monday  10 am - 2 pm  Wednesday  1-4 pm 

Thursday - Please call the office or contact Judy at            
secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com 

Ushers for March 

Mar  2  J D Hutchens   Wayne Renegar 

     Janet Epley 

Mar  9  Edsel Allgood   Harrell Todd 

     Allen Ray     Ronnie Eads 

Mar 16  Lee Cook     Billie Vestal 

     Bobby Todd     Rosie Lynch 

Mar 23  Clyde Hoots    Robin Gough 

     Charles Holden  Kent Brandon 

Mar 30  Youth 

Servants in Ministry for March 

March Deacon of the Month 

is Randy Watson (336-909-2083). 

March Greeters 

Mar  2  Ronald & Lucille Shore 

Mar  9  Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon 

Mar 16  Travis & Melissa Black 

Mar 23  Ryan & Sarah Boles 

Mar 30  Youth 

 For those in the Christian 
faith, the Season of Lent is 
typically considered to be the 40 
days between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter Sunday, and is often 
characterized by abstention from 

certain kinds of food or activities. The period is most 
commonly thought of as a symbol of the 40 days and 
nights Jesus spent struggling with the devil in the 
wilderness. While sometimes regarded as a 
predominantly Roman Catholic observance, for Christians 
of all denominations it is a time of preparation and self-
sacrifice through fasting, giving up worldly desires and 
activities.  
The History of Lent 
 The practice of Lent likely has its origins in practical 
reasons. In agricultural societies (as most Christian 
cultures were in the fourth and fifth centuries when Lent 
is first mentioned in historical context), winter crops 
were often scarce. Correspondingly, a period of fasting 
may have been a spiritual response to a physical need. 
The excesses and revels of Shrove Tuesday (also known 
as Mardi Gras), the day before Ash Wednesday, were, in 
all likelihood, a response to the same phenomenon, as 
people wanted to consume perishable goods (like meats, 
eggs, dairy products, and sweets) before they spoiled.  
 As the practice of Lent evolved, it began to take on the 
added significance of a preparation of new church 
members for the baptism of Easter Sunday. In the spirit 
of Christianity as a community of living faith, this period 
of fasting and preparation was eventually embraced by 
all Church members. Additionally, Lent was once referred 
to as quadragesima, which is Latin for the fortieth day 
before Easter. The word "Lent" itself is thought to come 
from a Germanic root, lenct, which initially meant 
"spring" and, later, "fast."  
Why 40 Days? 
 Lent's duration is actually 46 days. However, as 
Sundays represent Christ's resurrection, they are not 

commonly counted in the tally between Ash Wednesday 
and the Easter vigil. The primary meaning of the fast is 
considered to be a way of identifying with the suffering 
of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels, and acknowledging 
his substitutionary death for the sins of mankind. The 
meaning of the season is further enriched by other 
biblical occurrences of the number 40 -- Moses and Elias 
spent 40 days in the wilderness; in a similar manner to 
Christ, the Jewish people wandered for 40 years as 
recorded in Exodus; and Jesus spent 40 hours in the tomb 
prior to his resurrection.  
Colors and Decorations of Lent 
 For the Lenten season, purple, red and dark violet are 
often the favored colors, symbolizing the pain of Christ's 
crucifixion. Gray, the color of ashes, is often used for Ash 
Wednesday, and this practice is sometimes extended 
throughout the entire fast. Furthermore, some churches 
avoid flowers during the season, reintroducing them at 
Easter (often to great psychological effect) with a 
flowering cross. Other congregations choose to use a 
roughly-hewn wooden cross as a focal point throughout 
the season, symbolizing Christ's pain and martyrdom.  
 For Christians of all colors, Lent continues to symbolize 
the self-sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The period of fasting 
from certain foods, drinks and activities serves as a 
reminder of the sorrow and joy of the Resurrection and 
the truly loving and compassionate spirit of the Christian 
faith.  

LENT 

Lent 
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