
s ewardship news  
  The Christmas season is behind us. Yet for many of you here at the Creek there is still one 

more gift to be opened, God’s Spiritual gift. God has given each Christian at least one spiritual 

gift. Sad to say, but studies show that 70% of Christians have not even unwrapped their 

spiritual gift. If God the Father took the time to design and equip each of us with a unique 

spiritual gift(s), don’t you think it merits us as God’s children to take the time to open our 

spiritual gift by discovering exactly what that spiritual gift might be? 

     All this makes me “wonder.” We can’t wait to open up a gift from Santa or a loved one at 

Christmas, or at a birthday or at an anniversary; but, we hardly take the time to unwrap God’s 

spiritual gift to each of us. Why? Maybe we think God made a mistake and our spiritual gift 

doesn’t fit who we think we are. Perhaps we have never taken the time to use our spiritual gift 

as God intended for the gift to be used; Maybe, Heaven Forbid, the Church has never helped 

its members discern and affirm our God given spiritual gift within the body of Christ.  

     One thing I do know is that when it comes to church folk knowing and using their spiritual 

gifts, the sad truth is most are clueless. Harsh, yes, but true. Studies consistently confirm and 

my personal experience bears out this sad reality. 

    Let me share a story. One of my saddest days as a pastor occurred when I was administering a spiritual gift inventory 

at another local church. A 78 year old widow approached me in tears and shared with me she had been a member of 

the Church for more than 60 years and no one, not even her pastor had helped her discern or affirm her spiritual       

gift(s). One word describes this scene---Tragic! I suspect Jesus wept with this woman as she grieved about all those lost 

years of not knowing and using her God given spiritual gift. Put yourself in the Father’s place. Have you ever given 

someone you loved a gift from the heart only to see that gift not used, rejected, or maligned? That is exactly how God 

the Father feels when we do not use or know our spiritual gifts.  

      This is the year of Stewardship at The Creek. When it comes to stewardship we think most often about money. 

However, as we learned in October’s newsletter article this is a narrow and incomplete view of stewardship. Unger’s 

Bible Dictionary says that a steward is “one given a trust over God’s gifts and graces.” Stewardship means being an 

effective and responsible steward by knowing and using one’s spiritual gifts.  

      Let me simply share with you three key points about spiritual gifts and stewardship. First, spiritual gifts are not 

talents we develop. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 12 that spiritual gifts come from God and are a manifestation of the 

Holy Spirit within us. It is the Holy Spirit’s presence within us and working thru us that is the force behind our spiritual 

gifts. Here is the spiritual truth---one cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit and not have a compelling desire and drive to 

use their spiritual gifts. If we are walking with Christ and abiding in His Word, then we will be using our spiritual gifts---

they will be bubbling up and overflowing as God’s spirit makes those spiritual gifts manifest. 

      Second, Paul tells us that the encompassing truth about spiritual gifts is that God gave them to each of us for two 

reasons:  (a) to edify the body of Christ, and (b) to fulfill God’s calling in each of our lives thus bringing 
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January Birthdays 

  1 Kent Brandon 

  4 Tommy Collins 

  6 Anna Watson 

  7 Bill Nance 

10 Charles Holden 

10 Rosie Lynch 

12 Ryan Disher 

12 Tiffany Lynch 

19 Emma Shore 

20 Marcia Dinkins 

20 Hilda Hutchens 

23 Austin Ryder 

24 Catrina Renegar 

27 Kayden Taylor 

28 Amy Dixon 

30 Logan Martin 

glory to Him. Here is a practical application of this 

encompassing truth. The Institute for Church 

Development in Germany analyzed the responses of 4.2 

million people from 1000 churches in 32 countries. They 

discovered that no factor influences the contentedness 

of Christians more than whether they are using their 

spiritual gifts or not. God gave us His spiritual gifts---

those manifestations of His grace—to serve others and 

build up His body. When we fail to do so—we lose the 

blessing of His contentment. Take a few minutes and 

ponder this point and then examine your life.   

     Finally, using our spiritual gifts will bear fruit not only 

in our own lives, but in the life of the body of Christ. For 

us individually that fruit means becoming more Christ-

like.  In the corporate view, the body of Christ, it means 

unity, harmony, and sense of purpose and mission. Can 

you connect the dots? Everyone within the body has a 

spiritual gift and using that spiritual gift lifts us up, grows 

the body, and brings glory to God. Now that is effective 

Stewardship!  

     Now, let’s bring it all home to THE CREEK. 

Remember those spiritual gift inventories we did almost 

three years ago? Well, less than one-third of our Church 

body turned out during the Sunday School hour to take 

the inventory. Not such a great batting average.  

     So, let me ask you…do you know your spiritual gifts? 

Are you using your spiritual gifts? Are you growing in 

Christ-likeness? Are we as a Church body growing as 

much as we could be or should be? Well, meditate upon 

these questions for yourself and allow God’s Spirit to 

personally speak to you.  

     For those desiring to know their spiritual gifts and 

how to use them--see me or your family deacon. God is 

at work at The Creek and HIS desire is that every 

member of the body of Christ be involved in the work! 

Why? For God’s purpose, God’s plan, God’s Glory, and 

for our blessing! AND…because that is what GOOD 

STEWARDS DO! Selah! 

         In “HIS Grip,” 

         Rick Page 

  

Spiritual Gifts                    (From page 1) 

  1  Happy New Year/NO Evening Activities 

  2   7:00 pm - Outreach Team meets 

  5   Epiphany Sunday 

  5   8:45 am - Children’s Leadership Team meets 

  8   6:00 pm - Regular Wednesday Activities resume 

  8   8:20 pm - Worship Team meets 

12   8:00 am - Deacons meet 

12   4:00 pm - Upward First Basketball Game 

15   5:30 pm - Staff Meeting 

17   6:30 pm - Team Kids Sleep-over 

19     Sanctity of Life Sunday 

19     6:00 pm - Baptist Women meet 

23   11:00 am - Joy Group meets 

25   4-6 pm - Children’s Choir begins 

26  8:45 am - Sunday School Training 

26  Church-wide Spiritual Gift Inventory/Sunday School  

       HIM  Healthy Initiatives Ministry 

       Mondays & Thursdays at 7 pm 

Check us out on the church website. 

January Happenings 

JOY Group 
We will meet Thursday, January 23, at the Old 

Stage Grille for lunch and Bingo. Be sure to join 

us for a time of food, fun and fellowship. 

Sunday Schedule 

10:00 am - Sunday School 

10:55 am - Worship 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

6:00 pm - Meal 

6:00 pm - Youth Bible Study 

6:30 pm - Bible Study 

7:20 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

 

Join Us for Worship 



Do you have a     for ministry? We need Children’s workers! 

Children’s  Ministr ies  

Nursery Workers 
Jan    5 Dennis & Amy Dixon 
Jan  12 Cindy Austin & Debbie Hoots 
Jan  19 Allen & Ann Ray 
Jan  26 Melinda Cook & Maria Torres 

Feb   2 Linda Kent-Hall & Kristi Kent 
Feb   9 Tammy Smith & Heather Holbrook 
Feb 16 Janet Epley & Brittany Zeller 
Feb 23 Shelley Harvey & Rhonda Robinson 

Children’s Sermon/Church 
Jan    5 Collins Sisters 
Jan  12 Barbara Todd 
Jan  19 Rosie Lynch 
Jan  26 Tammy Smith 

Feb   2 Collins Sisters 
Feb   9 Nate Todd 
Feb 16 Rosie Lynch 
Feb 23 Tammy Smith 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come  

to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

UPWARD Sports 

Basketball practice will resume on Wednesday, 
January 8, at 6 pm at Courtney Elementary Gym. 

Our first game is at 4 pm on Sunday, January 12, at 
Courtney. 

Team Kids 
Regular Sunday meetings are suspended until 

March 9.  

Watch the bulletin and newsletter for special 

events during January and February. 

Team Kids Lock-in from 6:30 pm Friday, January 

17, until 9 am on Saturday, January 18. 

Get It in the Newsletter                            

News, Events or Ministry Updates for 

the February Newsletter need to be in 

church office Thursday morning, 

January 23. 

You can email to: secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com 

or slide it under the door to the Pastor’s Study. 

Pray for These 

The prayer of a righteous man is       

powerful and effective. James 5:16 

Nursing Home/Rehab 

Audrey Chewning  Betty Shore 

Nell Mcknight    Annie Maude Stimpson 

Lois Sencial     Mary Waller 

 
All Military and their Families 
 
At Home 

Millie Daugherty   Rae Smith 

Frances Fulk     Elizabeth Teague 

Mary Joyce Hall    Whitley Todd 

Bruce & Jan Lundy  Bill Waller 

Jim Lundy       Zander Whittaker 

Johnny Myers     Betty Wooten 

Erica Robinson    Plumer Wooten 

Dana Sharpe     Wilson Beasley 

Pat Shupe 

Children’s Ministry Team will meet Sunday, 

January 5, at 8:45 am. 

Kids  age 5 years to 5th Grade join 

us at 4 pm on Saturday, January 25 

as we prepare to sing in worship. 

Education versus Experience 

There is a difference between education and 

experience. Education is what you get from 

reading the small print. Experience is what you get 

from not reading it. Learning comes from both! 
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Church Office Hours 

Please check the bulletin or contact Judy at            

secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com 

Ushers for January 

Jan 5  Edsel Allgood  Charles Holden 

     Kent Brandon  Woodie Gough 

Jan 12  Lee Cook    Robin Gough 

     Chris Disher 

Jan 19  Jody Smith   J D Hutchens 

     Janet Epley 

Jan 26  Edsel Allgood  Wayne Renegar 

     Harrell Todd   Allen Ray 

Volunteers are needed. 

If you can help, please see Lee Cook. 

Servants in Ministry for January 

January Deacon of the Month 

is Ronald Shore (336-463-5149). 

January Greeters 

Jan 5  Ronald & Lucille Shore 

Jan 12  Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon 

Jan 19  Travis & Melissa Black 

Jan 26  Ryan & Sarah Boles 

Updated Directory 
A new Church Directory will be printed during 

January. I hope you have corrected or confirmed 

the information in the current Directory. If not, 

please contact the Church Office at 

secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com with updates. 

NOTE:  If you have provided your cell phone 

number to the office and do not want it printed, 

please contact the Church Office and let Judy 

know. You can call or email. 

Epiphany, also know as “Three 

Kings Day” and Twelfth Day,” is 

a Christian holiday 

commemorated on January 6. 

It falls on the twelfth day after Christmas, and for 

some denominations signals the conclusion of the 

twelve days of the Christmas season. Though many 

different cultural and denominational customs are 

practiced, in general, the feast celebrates the 

manifestation of God in the form of human flesh 

through Jesus Christ, his Son. 

The word epiphany means “manifestation” or 

“revelation” and is commonly linked in Western 

Christianity with the visit of the wise men (Magi) to 

the Christ child. Through the Magi, Christ revealed 

himself to the gentiles. In Eastern Christianity, 

Epiphany puts emphasis the  baptism of Jesus by 

John, with Christ revealing himself to the world as 

God’s own Son. Likewise, on Epiphany, some 

denominations commemorate Jesus’ miracle of 

turning water into wine, signifying the 

manifestation of Christ’s divinity as well.  

Extracted from Christianity.about.com 

And the Word became flesh 

and made His dwelling 

among us…  John 1:14 

Moving from 2013 to 2014 

In order to embrace the new, we must release the 

old. A trapeze artist cannot swing from one bar to 

another without letting go. An important part of 

preparing for the New Year is to review the past 

year--release it--and to learn from it. 

                Michael E. Angier 


