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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ!
blind, to release the
The Advent Season is a time of preparation and reflection. So, what exactly are we to prepare
oppressed, to proclaim
for and reflect upon? Why? What difference does it make? What do I have to gain or to lose?
the year of the LORD’s
What’s all the hubbub about anyway? As we move into the Advent Season, perhaps you are
favor.”

asking yourself these very questions? I suspect you are not alone.
Advent is a time when we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas. The very
word Advent is taken from the Latin word “adventus” which means coming or arrival. In ancient
days kings took great care to announce their travel plans in order to give subjects proper time to prepare for their arrival.
Still, such plans often did not involve exact dates, but rather windows of time for the king’s visit. From the announcement of
such a window until the king’s arrival, people were to prepare themselves. And so it is with Christ.
However, unlike an earthly king, Christ the King’s desire is not for all the pomp and pageantry associated with the arrival
of a king. No, Christ’s desire is for sold out, surrendered hearts of faith committed to Him. So, how is your heart preparation?
Are you sold out, surrendered, and committed to Christ? This is the starting point for our preparation for Advent.
Reflection is the next step. This is where the real work and growth happens. Reflection simply means to ponder and
process the significance of what King Jesus’ arrival at Christmas really means and to anticipate His second Advent.
The trouble is we really don’t take the time for reflection. Life’s demands, the noise and busyness of the world all crowd
out our time for reflection. Been there--done that. Making time for reflection requires discipline, effort, and commitment.
What I’ve learned along my spiritual journey is that I gain more from life when I take the time to reflect upon the meaning
and significance of Christmas. The truth is we lose something when we don’t pause and reflect on the meaning and
significance of Christmas. Isn’t that what Advent is all about?
So, what is it we lose? Let me briefly share with you seven things we lose when we don’t take the time for reflection
during Advent. First, we lose the wonder and awe of Christmas because our hearts are not prepared. The result is we
become spiritually blind and deaf. We no longer see God’s hand working nor hear His still small voice.
Secondly, we lose our view of how great our God is. God did something really big at Christmas—He became like one of us.
This is the wonder and mystery of the incarnation and just one example of how great our God is. The incarnation alone is a
worthy subject for much reflection.
Thirdly, we lose the real message of Christmas and fall prey to the world’s view of Christmas. A preacher could preach a
million sermons on this topic alone! My heart grieves over how we as Christians have yielded to the commercialization of
Christmas. Advent is a good time to reflect on this issue. Remember—it’s not Kris Kringle on the throne at Christmas, but
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God!
Luke 4: 17-19/Isaiah 61: 1-2

(Cont. on page 2)
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Becky Hobson
Judy Brown
Teddy Hoots
Lindsay Williams
Kelsey White
Megan Gough

Baptist Women will meet at the church on Monday,
December 9, at 6:30 pm to put together Nursing
Home Gifts. We need your Help!

Birthdays
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21
24
25
28

Austin Black
Jamie Martin
Imogene Hutchens
Jesus Christ
Sarah G. Boles

Joy Group will meet at the church Tuesday,
December 10, at 1:00 pm to wrap the Nursing Home
gifts. Please bring your wrapping paper for this
ministry project.

C hurch -w ide C aro ling
Advent

Wednesday, December 18, meet at the
church at 6:00 pm to go share the songs of
the Season with others!

(From page 1)

Fourthly, we lose the opportunity to grow in our faith
and deepen our relationship with God the Father.
Relationships require time and there is no substitute for
spending time alone with God.
Fifthly, when we fail to take time to spend with God
and reflect upon all He has done we find out we’ve lost
the real peace of The Prince of Peace. That real peace is
an abiding presence of Jesus Christ, The Prince of Peace,
in our lives.
Sixthly, we lose the joy of Jesus at Christmas and the
hope He brings beyond just the season. The truth is we
should live our lives in the Advent season all year.
Preparation for King Jesus’ return is an ongoing concern
beyond the Advent season and gives us hope in the one
who is the God of all hope.
Lastly, when we fail to take the time for reflection at
Advent, we lose the light of life and our witness to a dark
world. Jesus Christ is the light of the world and the light
of life. Our witness in the world can be no greater than
the reflection of Christ’s light within us. He is the vine
and we are the branches. Our strength derives from
being attached to Jesus Christ, The Vine.
Here is the good news. When we earnestly take the
time at Advent to prepare our hearts for Christ’s return
and reflect upon all He has done for us and continues to
do for us, then we gain all that which we would have lost
otherwise. So, isn’t it worth the time, effort, and gain to
prepare yourself for the coming of King Jesus and
reflecting on all He has done for you?
The King is coming…The King is coming…The King is
coming! Make yourself ready to receive Him. He will not
tarry long, but will come like a mighty wind!
May God bless you this Christmas season. TO GOD BE
THE GLORY!
We’ll SEE YOU at THE CREEK!
In “HIS Grip,”
Rick Page
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We will meet back at the church about 8:00 pm for a
time of food and fellowship. All are invited.
Sunday Schedule
10:00am - Sunday School
10:55 am - Worship
4:00 pm - Team Kids

HIM

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 pm - Meal
6:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
6:30 pm - Bible Study
7:20 pm - Choir Rehearsal

Healthy Initiatives Ministry

Every Monday & Thursday at 7:00 pm
Check out our website for more information.

D e c e m b e r E v en t s
Young Adult Class has Supper on November 6.
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8
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10
11
15

18
22

24
25
29

First Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm - Team Kids meet/Gingerbread Houses
6:30 pm - Long Range Planning Team Meeting
6:00 pm - Upward Practice begins/Courtney Gym
Second Sunday of Advent
7:00 pm - Adult Christmas Cantata/Fellowship
6:30 pm - Baptist Women meet
1:00 pm - Joy Group meets
5:30 pm - Church Council meets
Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 am - Deacons meet
7:00 pm - Cantata at Courtney Baptist
6:00 pm - Church-Wide Caroling & Fellowship
Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:00 pm - Children’s Christmas Program
Church Christmas Party
7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service
Merry Christmas
Business Meeting following morning worship

Children’s Ministries
December Nursery Workers

HEY KIDS! Want to learn about Basketball?

Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Want to learn about Cheerleading?
Come Wednesday, December 4, at 6 pm to Courtney
School Gym. All are invited and it’s Free! Come meet
our terrific team of Coaches and experience what
Upward Sports is all about. Bring a Friend!

Linda Kent-Hall & Kristi Kent
Tammy Smith & Heather Holbrook
Sam & Shelley Harvey
Brittany Zeller & Janet Epley
Tami Merrell & Melissa Black

December Children’s Sermon/Church

Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Team Kids will present their Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 22, at
7:00 pm. They have worked very hard
this fall on it and it is sure to be a Smash Hit!
Immediately following the program, we will have our
Annual Church Christmas Party in the Fellowship Hall so
be sure to bring lots of snacks to share.

Collins Sisters
Nate Todd
Rosie Lynch
Tammy Smith
Rick Page

Team Kids in the NEWS...
Parents, what an exciting time we have had this Fall with Team Kids! First of all, I want to thank each and every parent and
grandparent for sharing their child with me. I have enjoyed Team Kids very much. It has been a learning experience as well as a fun
and rewarding experience. I believe the kids are having just as much fun!
th

What we do: Team Kids is comprised of all the children in the church family from K-5 grade, as well as throughout the city of
Yadkinville and surrounding cities. We currently have about 30 children attending.
Our goal is to make learning about Jesus fun and exciting. We can get pretty silly at times! We do Bible study, verse
memorizing, games, crafts of all kinds, the Christmas play practice, and talk sessions to go over some of the tough hurdles we face
in life. We have also been working on a project for our Troops overseas. Team Kids is a place to just let go of the week and be a kid,
plus we find time to grab a bite to eat while we are at it.
Each child has the opportunity each week to earn “points” to be used at the Team Kids store. I am sure you have seen your
child come home with armloads of stuff! Believe me, these kids earn the prizes they get!
We have been collecting spare change from the kids each week to help fund a lock-down sleepover that is planned for
sometime in January. We will have the sleepover in the Fellowship Hall, with pizza, movies, crafts, Bible stories, etc. More will
follow about this special night.
I am so proud of all our Team Kids. They have worked very hard on their Bible studies and the play practice as well as their
projects.
It absolutely warms my heart to see a child pick up a Bible and show me where a certain verse is and explain it to me!
I want to give a BIG thanks to all the parents who have given their time and energy in helping. Without them, there would be no
Team Kids. Thanks also goes out to Barbara Todd and Nate Todd for doing such a wonderful job with the Christmas Play practice.
A very special thanks goes out to Barry and Debbie Orrell for believing in me enough to let me take over Team Kids. What a gift
they have given me! I feel so blessed. I pray that I can make Team Kids as special as they did.
Team Kids has a lot of exciting things to come! We have some surprises up our sleeves that we will share soon! FYI: We have
decided to go year round with a break in January and February. We will meet at least once during those months to keep in touch
and have some fun, and will resume in March of 2014.
We hope Team Kids will make a HUGE mark on Deep Creek Baptist Church and the community. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me or the counselors: Teresa and Randy Watson, Melissa Black, Frannie Taylor, Rosie Lynch and Kristi
Kent.
Jeannie Kent Cell:336-414-6843
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Pastor Rick Page
jrpage@triad.rr.com

Long Range Planning Team

Tuesday, December 3, at 6:30 pm,
the Long Range Planning Funding
Team and the Long Range Planning Team will
meet with the architect. We ask that the Deacons,
Church Property Team, and anyone else who
desires to be a part of this join us.

2401 Old Stage Road
Yadkinville, NC 27055
336-463-2203

C h u r c h Office Hours
Ushers for December

Please check the bulletin or contact Judy at
secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com.

Dec 1 Billy Vestal
Bobby Todd
Rosie Lynch
Dec 8 Edsel Allgood J D Hutchens
Charles Holden Kent Brandon
Dec 15 Lee Cook
Woodie Gough
Robin Gough
Dec 22 Chris Disher
Jody Smith
J D Hutchens
Dec 29 Youth
December Deacon of the Month is
Ken Epley (463-4119).

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
for
Foreign
Missions
will be collected throughout December.
What will you give?
Thank You Deep Creek Family!
You gave $ 955.00 to help those impacted by

December Greeters

the typhoon in the Philippines.

Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Pray for These
The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective. James 5:16

Ronald & Lucille Shore
Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon
Travis & Melissa Black
Ryan & Sarah Boles
Youth

Nursing Home/Rehab
Audrey Chewning
Nell McKnight
Lois Sencial
Betty Shore

Beulah Stanley
Annie Maude Stimpson
Mary Waller

O come,
O come,

All Military and Their Families
At Home
Millie Daughtry
Francis Fulk
Mary Joyce Hall
Bruce & Jan Lundy
Jim Lundy
Johnny Myers
Dana Sharpe
Pat Shupe
Rae Smith

Emmanuel

Elizabeth Teague
Whitley Todd
Bill Waller
Whitney Todd
Zander Whittaker
Betty Wooten
Plumer Wooten
Wilson Beasley
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The Meaning Behind the Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath is an increasingly popular symbol of the beginning of the Church year in
many churches as well as homes. It is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five
candles, four around the wreath and one in the center. Since the wreath is symbolic and a vehicle to
tell the Christmas story, there are various ways to understand the symbolism. The exact meaning
given to the various aspects of the wreath is not as important as the story to which it invites us to
listen and participate.
The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. The green
of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light
of God coming into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four
Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ.
The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but there are usually three purple or blue candles, corresponding to the
sanctuary colors of Advent, and one pink or rose candle. One of the purple candles is lighted the first Sunday of Advent, a
Scripture is read, a short devotional or reading is given, and a prayer offered. On subsequent Sundays, previous candles are
relighted with an additional one lighted. The pink candle is usually lighted on the third Sunday of Advent. However, different
churches or traditions light the pink candle on different Sundays depending on the symbolism used. In Churches that use a Service
of Nativity, it is often lighted on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final Sunday before Christmas.
The light of the candle itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is the light of the
world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a light
to the world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). The progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes the
various aspects of our waiting experience. As the candles are lighted over the four week period, it also symbolizes the darkness of
fear and hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin falling away as more and more light is shed into the world. The flame of
each new candle reminds the worshippers that something is happening, and more is yet to come. Finally, the light that has come
into the world is plainly visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice over the fact that the promise
of long ago has been realized.
The first candle is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope (or in some traditions, Prophecy). This draws attention to the
anticipation of the coming of an Anointed One, a Messiah, that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old Testament history.
As God’s people were abused by power hungry kings, led astray by self-centered prophets, and lulled into apathy by half-hearted
religious leaders, there arose a longing among some for God to raise up a new king who could show them how to be God’s people.
They yearned for a return of God’s dynamic presence in their midst.
And so, God revealed to some of the prophets that indeed He would not leave His people without a true Shepherd. While they
expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far short of God’s revelation of Himself in Christ. And yet, the world is not yet
fully redeemed. So we again, with expectation, with hope, await God’s new work in history, the second Advent, in which He will
again reveal Himself to the world. And we understand in a profound sense that the best, the highest of our expectations will fall far
short of what our Lord’s Second Advent will reveal!
The remaining three candles of Advent may be associated with different aspects of the Advent story in different churches, or
even in different years. Usually they are organized around characters or themes as a way to unfold the story and direct attention to
the celebrations and worship in the season. So the sequence for the remaining three Sundays might be Bethlehem, Shepherds,
Angels. Or Love, Joy, Peace. Or John the Baptist, Mary, the Magi. Or the Annunciation, Proclamation, Fulfillment. Whatever
sequence is used, the Scripture readings, prayers, lighting of the candles, the participation of worshipers in the service, all are
geared to unfolding the story of redemption through God’s grace in the Incarnation.
The third candle, usually for the Third Sunday of Advent, is traditionally Pink or Rose, and symbolizes Joy at the soon Advent
of the Christ. It marks a shift from the more solemn tone of the first two Sundays of Advent that focus on Preparation and Hope, to
a more joyous atmosphere of anticipation and expectancy. Sometimes the colors of the sanctuary and vestments are also changed
to Rose for this Sunday. As noted above, in some churches the pink Advent candle is used on the fourth Sunday to mark the joy at
the impending Nativity of Jesus.
Whatever sequence is adopted for these Sundays, the theme of Joy can still be the focus for the pink candle. For example, when
using the third Sunday to commemorate the visit of the Magi the focus can be on the Joy of worshipping the new found King. Or
the Shepherds as the symbol for the third Sunday brings to mind the joy of the proclamation made to them in the fields, and the
adoration expressed as they knelt before the Child at the manger. If used on the fourth Sunday of Advent, it can symbolize the Joy
in fulfilled hope.
The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle. It is traditionally lighted on Christmas Eve or Christ-mas Day.
However, since many Protestant churches do not have services on those days, many light it on the Sunday preceding Christmas,
with all five candles continuing to be lighted in services through Epiphany (Jan 6). The central location of the Christ Candle
reminds us that the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world.

