A Christ-centered, Bible-based,
Ministry-focused, Community of Faith
Committed to serving the
Lord Jesus Christ

December Servants in Ministry
December Deacon of the Month is
Barry Orrell, 336-924-0881.

336-463-2203

2401 Old Stage Road
Yadkinville, NC 27055
www.mydeepcreekbc.com

Pastor - Rev. Rick Page
pastor@mydeepcreekbc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday 10 am - 2 pm
Wednesday 1-4 pm
Thursday - 11 am - 3 pm
Contact Judy at secretary@mydeepcreekbc.com.
The Church Office is located at the Parsonage.

Pray for These
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful
and effective. James 5:16
Nursing Home/Rehab
Mary Adams
Betty Shore
Audrey Chewning
Annie Maude Stimson
Hilda Hutchens
Ann Wiles
Lois Sencial
At Home
Edsel Allgood
Carol Armentrout
Clara Collins
Millie Daugherty
Grace Epley
Johnny Gregory
Mary Joyce Hall
Clyde Hoots
Georgia Jackson
Kristi Kent
Dwight Leftwich
Katherine McCormick

Bryan & Jessica Miller
and Family
Nancy Nagy
Dana Sharpe
Betty Spillman
Bobby Teague
Elizabeth Teague
Lynn Teague
Whitley Todd
Zander Whittaker
Betty Wooten

All Military and Families: Jacob Chewning

Ushers
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27

Lee Cook
Bobby Todd
Edsel Allgood
Charles Holden
Lee Cook
Lucille Shore
Edsel Allgood
Jody Smith

Billie Vestal
Rosie Lynch
J D Hutchens
Kent Brandon
Woodie Gough
Robin Gough
Chris Disher
J D Hutchens

Greeters
Dec 6
Ronald & Lucille Shore
Dec 13
Billie & Dorothy Vestal
Dec 20
Dec 27
Jack Blunk & Kent Brandon
Parking Assistance
Dec 6
Freddie Robinson Bobby Lynch
Dec 13
Woodie Gough
Ken Epley
Dec 20
Ronnie Eads
Chris Disher
Dec 27
Tommy Collins
Jimmy Merrell

Budget Requests for the upcoming
Church Year should
be submitted by
December 6 to any
member of the
Finance Team: Sue Brandon, Catrina Renegar,
Jack Blunk Tommy Collins, or Bobby Todd.

Adult Choir Presentation
December 13
Morning Worship
December 20
7:oo pm

Christmas Card Delivery
Get your cards to Jody, Tammy, or Catrina
by December 13, or put them in the
designated box in the church foyer. Check to see if
you have cards on the tables in the Fellowship Hall.
Payment is by donation and proceeds support Youth
Missions.

The Scroll

Invite a Guest.
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Greetings in the Name of Christ!
Have you noticed that the secular world seems to start its Christmas
Season, oh—excuse me, that is not politically correct, its Holiday
Season—earlier and earlier each year. Well, mark me down as being
politically incorrect. Christmas will always be CHRISTmas for this old man.
At one time, CHRISTmas was out the day after Thanksgiving. Now the
CHRISTmas season begins the day after Halloween—that’s scary!
Regrettably, I think a lot of Christians find themselves swept away by all
the glitz, glitter, and glamor of the secular celebration of THE SEASON!
Consequently, the wonderful message and meaning of the manger is lost
in the commercialization of Christmas.
As Christians, we live in this world, but we are not to be of this world.
This world is not our home. Hebrews 11:13 reminds us that we are
strangers and aliens in this world. While we live in a secular world, God
calls us “to be holy people unto the LORD our God, because He has
chosen us to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above all the nations that
are upon the earth (Deuteronomy 14:2). As
Continued on Page 2

The Scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was
handed to Him. Unrolling
it, He found the place
where it is written: “The
Spirit of the LORD is on
me, because He has
anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for
the blind, to release the
oppressed, to proclaim
the year of the LORD’s
favor.”
Luke 4:17-19/Isaiah 61:1-2

CHRISTmas

(continued from page 1)

Kingdom people we live with this tension of being in this world, yet not of this world. Unfortunately,
many Christians have snapped under this tension. The result is they buy into the commercialization
and secularization of CHRISTmas. The results are tragic. Let me simply share three tragic outcomes.
First, the loss of an individual and corporate witness for Christ. When our individual lives and
corporate life as the body of Christ are no different from the world we lose our witness of the Gospel’s
power to change lives and impact the world. Christ calls us to be salt and light in the world. Both salt
and light affect change and impact the culture around them. Christ’s call to be salt and light means we
are “peculiar people” and that includes how we celebrate CHRISTmas.
Second, there is the pragmatic issue of stewardship. Is it wise stewardship to go so far in debt for
Christmas that it takes almost the entire next year to dig oneself out from all the bills? Well, I think
you know what Jesus would say! The post-Christmas traumatic financial stress disorder (PCTFSD)
caused by folk overspending at Christmas is incredible. The ugly fact is that PCTFSD spills over into just
about every aspect of one’s life, most notably family life and life within the Church. Jesus calls us to be
wise stewards. Someday we will all give an account of how we managed the Master’s resources. So,
this CHRISTmas season spend wisely and be a good steward!
Third, when we buy into the commercialization and secularization of CHRISTmas we lose the wonder
and awesomeness of God. No tinsel town lights can compare to the Light of the World who was born
in a manger in Bethlehem. When we focus on all the world’s glitz and glitter of the season, we lose
sight of the goodness and glory of God.
That first CHRISTmas was far from glitz and glitter. It was steeped in the ordinary events of life—the
birth of a child, the concerns and cares of new parents, and the utter hopelessness among the Jewish
people. In the midst of all this and more, God was working in the background to fulfill His promise of
Messiah—the Savior.
We worship and serve the one true God Who loves to do extraordinary things with the rather
ordinary things of life. Le me ask you—What could be more glorious, more awesome, and full of more
goodness than that? Selah—meditate upon these things!
One final jot and I’m done. This same God we worship and serve cares nothing about political
correctness. HE is sovereign and supreme, and worldly political correctness cannot stop or suppress
His glory. So, when those who seek to be politically correct by insisting on saying, Happy Holidays, the
God of all Heaven and Earth chuckles. Why?
You “word nerds” will love this. According to the Online Etymology Dictionary, the word holiday is
actually derived from the Old English “haligdaeg,” which literally means: holy day, consecrated day,
religious anniversary, or Sabbath. The word halig is actually a derivative of the Greek word for holy,
“hagios.” I hope the bells are going off!
Well, here is the point. While this old man prefers Merry CHRISTmas to Happy Holidays, it really
doesn’t matter. No matter whether it is Merry CHRISTmas or Happy Holidays, God is still on His Holy
throne and in control of all things. As servants of the King—we have more pressing matters and at the
forefront is truly understanding what CHRISTmas is really all about. Selah!
In His Grip,
Rick Page
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Chil dre n’s Min ist ri es
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Matthew 19:14

Nursery Workers
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27
Jan 3
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Jeannie Shore
Linda Kent-Hall
Robin Gough
Tammy Smith
Glenda Hall
Catrina Renegar
Jeannie Shore
Charlotte Beamon
Lee Cook

Children’s Sermon/Church
Kristi Kent
Linda Gough
Melinda Cook
Shelly Harvey
Roger Hall
Wayne Renegar
Kristi Kent
Heather Holbrook
Amy Dixon

UPWARD Sports Practice

Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27
Jan 3
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Collins Sisters
Nate Todd
Rosie Lynch
Tammy Smith
Collins Sisters
Barbara Todd
Rosie Lynch
Tammy Smith
Rev. Rick Page
Join us
Sundays at 4 pm

Courtney Elementary Gym
Wednesdays
Beginning December 2

and Wednesdays

at 6 pm

for Courtney Elementary

Candy Needed
Team Kids will make
Gingerbread Houses Saturday,
December 5, and need candy
for decorating. Please bring
items by Wednesday, December 2, and give
to Jeannie or Scott Shore.

Deacons
pack Backpacks

in December
7

Please give to Danita Disher.

Children’s Christmas Program
Saturday, December 19
7:00 pm

The Church Christmas Party will follow. Invite
someone to join you and please bring finger
foods to share.

Have you ever heard the
expression “working the
room”? That is what
Jesus Christ was doing
Saturday Night, November 7, at the Benefit for
Baby Miller.
The first place Jesus worked was the tables! We
had 15 tables and borrowed six more. We did not
believe we could set up 21 tables in the
Fellowship Hall, but it worked. We borrowed, we
sold, and we set up 21 tables with 21 original
table settings and, boy, did it look good! From
the best China to Camo—the room sparkled!
Jesus’ next work came from those who prepared
a sumptuous feast. With the help of many hands,
many hearts and many thanks, we were served
salad, chicken pie, green beans, potatoes, bread,
and cupcakes for dessert. It was delicious.
And then—the servers. We had little angels
working the tables. Our youth danced to each
table helping with drinks or whatever the hosted
needed. It was a delight to have them
participate.
Before the auction began we had a perfect
opportunity to peruse our 33 items. From prints
to original paintings, quilts to vacation condos,
all items were sold with fun and flare.
The winner of our quilt, named Eli’s Star, was
chosen from over 3,000 tickets sold. The winner
had just bought 100 tickets and was absolutely
thrilled to have won the quilt with her $100
donation.
Upstairs in our sanctuary Caleb’s Crossing was
preparing to perform and what a performance it
was. With vocals and harmonies they gave us a

December

perfect ending to a benefit that would, at this
writing, raise $14,200.00 for Baby Eli Miller.

Birthdays

Jesus Christ was working the room during Baby
Eli’s Benefit. He was seen in every person who
was there and every person who was working
for a heart by giving from their hearts. It was
an honor and a privilege to have done so.
Outreach Team

What Is Your Part?
Fulfill my joy by thinking the same way,
having the same love, sharing the same
feelings, focusing on one goal. Philippians 2:2
During his time on earth, Jesus healed the sick,
comforted the broken hearted, and shared His
gospel of hope. After Jesus died and rose from
the dead, He sent His disciples to continue the
“mission” so that others would know that Jesus
saves!
That mission continues for all believers today!
We may have different roles, but we have been
given one goal—share the Gospel—with
everyone—everywhere.
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Jamey Martin

21

Judy Brown

8

Samantha Peterson

22

Teddy Hoots

8

Imogene Hutchens

24

Teegan Boles

9

Jesus Christ

25

Lindsey Williams

12

Sarah Boles

28

Kelsey White

14

Katie Robinson

30

Austin Black

20

Sam Harvey

31

December
Events
1 7:00 pm - Debt Reduction Team meets
2 UPWARD Practice begins
6 Second Sunday of Advent
6 12:30 pm - Council Meeting
8 6:00 pm - Glory Girls meet
13 Third Sunday of Advent

During the month of December, the 2015
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering will be collected.
This offering enables missionaries to be sent to
make disciples and multiply churches among
unreached peoples and places for the glory of
God. These unreached people are unreached for
a reason...they’re hard to reach...they’re difficult
to reach...they’re dangerous to reach.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to the
2015 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. We are
God’s missionary people, sharing the only hope
for this broken world.
Because of Who He is...God is worthy of the
worship of all people.
Thank You

Becky Hobson

13 Adult Choir Cantata during Morning Worship
15 7:00 pm - Deacons meet
19 7:00 am - Children’s Musical/Church Party
20 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Thank You!
Rick and I would like to express a heartfelt
thanks to our Church Family at Deep Creek for
sponsoring the benefit to help with medical
expenses for our grandson, Eli. The blessings we
have received because of your love, dedication,
and hard work have been wonderful.
As in the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
when it was considered a greater blessing for the
blessing and benefits to go to your offspring, we
feel doubly blessed that our grandson, daughter
and son-in-law received the funds to help cover
Eli’s medical expenses. May the Lord bless
everyone involved.
In Him,
Rick and Teresa Page

20 4:00 pm - Church-wide Caroling
20 7:00 pm - Adult Choir Cantata/Fellowship
24 7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service

HIM Healthy Initiatives Ministry
7 pm Mondays & Thursdays

25 Christmas Day
27 Business Meeting following Worship
31 New Year’s Eve
Please check your bulletin insert for the
Christmas Season Events.
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For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.
Matthew 25:35-36
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REGULAR WORSHIP TIMES
SUNDAY Sunday School 10:00 am
Worship 10:55 am
WEDNESDAY Bible Study 6:30 pm

The Meaning Behind the Advent Wreath

could show them how to be God’s people. They yearned for a return of God’s dynamic presence in
their midst.

The Advent wreath is an increasingly popular symbol of the beginning of the Church year in
many churches as well as homes. It is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five
candles, four around the wreath and one in the center. Since the wreath is symbolic and a vehicle
to tell the Christmas story, there are various ways to understand the symbolism. The exact
meaning given to the various aspects of the wreath is not as important as
the story to which it invites us to listen and participate.

And so, God revealed to some of the prophets that indeed He would not leave His people
without a true Shepherd. While they expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far short
of God’s revelation of Himself in Christ. And yet, the world is not yet fully redeemed. So we again,
with expectation, with hope, await God’s new work in history, the second Advent, in which He will
again reveal Himself to the world. And we understand in a profound sense that the best, the
highest of our expectations will fall far short of what our Lord’s Second Advent will reveal!

The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His
eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end.
The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in
God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life.
Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world
through the birth of His son. The four outer candles
represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of
Advent, which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi
and the birth of Christ.

The remaining three candles of Advent may be associated with different aspects of the Advent
story in different churches, or even in different years. Usually they are organized around characters
or themes as a way to unfold the story and direct attention to the celebrations and worship in the
season. So the sequence for the remaining three Sundays might be Bethlehem, Shepherds, Angels.
Or Love, Joy, Peace. Or John the Baptist, Mary, the Magi. Or the Annunciation, Proclamation,
Fulfillment. Whatever sequence is used, the Scripture readings, prayers, lighting of the candles, the
participation of worshipers in the service, all are geared to unfolding the story of redemption
through God’s grace in the Incarnation.

The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but there are usually three purple or
blue candles, corresponding to the sanctuary colors of Advent, and one pink or rose candle. One of
the purple candles is lighted the first Sunday of Advent, a Scripture is read, a short devotional or
reading is given, and a prayer offered. On subsequent Sundays, previous candles are relighted with
an additional one lighted. The pink candle is usually lighted on the third Sunday of Advent.
However, different churches or traditions light the pink candle on different Sundays depending on
the symbolism used. In Churches that use a Service of Nativity, it is often lighted on the fourth
Sunday of Advent, the final Sunday before Christmas.
The light of the candle itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us
that Jesus is the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life,
and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of
God's grace to others (Isaiah 42:6). The progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes the
various aspects of our waiting experience. As the candles are lighted over the four week period, it
also symbolizes the darkness of fear and hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin falling
away as more and more light is shed into the world. The flame of each new candle reminds the
worshipers that something is happening, and more is yet to come. Finally, the light that has come
into the world is plainly visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas and worshippers rejoice
over the fact that the promise of long ago has been realized.

The third candle, usually for the Third Sunday of Advent, is traditionally Pink or Rose, and
symbolizes Joy at the soon Advent of the Christ. It marks a shift from the more solemn tone of the
first two Sundays of Advent that focus on Preparation and Hope, to a more joyous atmosphere of
anticipation and expectancy. Sometimes the colors of the sanctuary and vestments are also
changed to Rose for this Sunday. As noted above, in some churches the pink Advent candle is used
on the fourth Sunday to mark the joy at the impending Nativity of Jesus.
Whatever sequence is adopted for these Sundays, the theme of Joy can still be the focus for the
pink candle. For example, when using the third Sunday to commemorate the visit of the Magi the
focus can be on the Joy of worshipping the new found King. Or the Shepherds as the symbol for the
third Sunday brings to mind the joy of the proclamation made to them in the fields, and the
adoration expressed as they knelt before the Child at the manger. If used on the fourth Sunday of
Advent, it can symbolize the Joy in fulfilled hope.
The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle. It is traditionally lighted on Christmas
Eve or Christmas Day. However, since many Protestant churches do not have services on those
days, many light it on the Sunday preceding Christmas, with all five candles continuing to be lighted
in services through Epiphany (January 6). The central location of the Christ Candle reminds us that
the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world.

The first candle is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope (or in some traditions,
Prophecy). This draws attention to the anticipation of the coming of an Anointed One, a Messiah,
that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old Testament history. As God’s people were
abused by power hungry kings, led astray by self-centered prophets, and lulled into apathy by halfhearted religious leaders, there arose a longing among some for God to raise up a new king who
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