
Steps to Biblical Baptism 
Acts 8:26-39 

 
 
Background 

• A man of Ethiopia has traveled to Jerusalem from 
Ethiopia. 

• While he was in Jerusalem, he secured a copy of 
the Isaiah scroll. No small task right there. 

• He is now traveling back home to Ethiopia and he 
is attempting to read the scroll. He is reading the 
portion we would call Isaiah 53:7-8 but he doesn’t 
understand what he is reading. 

• The Holy Spirit directs Philip to go and meet-up 
with the man from Ethiopia and directs Philip to 
help the man with his reading. 

• Philip makes his way to him and climbs up into his 
chariot. There, in that chariot, they have a Bible 
study.  

• We do not know everything they talked about, but 
from what we have in our text, we know they 
talked about  

o Jesus (v.35) 
They would have talked about … 

o His life, 
o His death, 
o His resurrection, 
o The way to trust Him for salvation, and  
o Baptism; things like that. 

 



• As they continue down the road (v.36), they 
happen onto a pool of water. Look at what the 
Ethiopian man said in verse 36b. 

 
From verses 36-39, we find five (5) things it takes to be 
biblically baptized. It takes … 
 

1. Conversion / Confession (v.37b) 
The first thing it takes to be biblically baptized is to 
precede that baptism with conversion. 

• In a previous setting, Jesus said, “Unless you are 
converted … you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3). We are 
converted when we confess Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and Savior.  
 

• Look at what the Ethiopian man said in verse 37. 
“He said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
Is that a confession? (yes) 

 
• In another passage, in Romans 10:9-10, 13 we 

find, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. For whoever calls on the name of 
Lord shall be saved.” You can’t make it any clearer 
than that. 
 

• When we confess Jesus Christ, when we call upon 
the Lord Jesus for salvation, we are 

o Converted, 
o Saved, 



o Born again, 
o Redeemed – these are some of the many 

ways we describe what happens to us at the 
moment of salvation.  
 

• So, did the Ethiopian man do that? Yes, he did. We 
see that in the second half of verse 37 (v.37b) 
 

• Notice the emphasis on the word “you” in Philip’s 
words, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” 
That word “you” is emphatic meaning, if “you” 
must believe in order to be saved. That comes first 
and it is something you have to do to be saved. I 
cannot do it for you. Your parents cannot do it for 
you; even when you were an infant. No one can do 
this for you. You must do this in order to be saved. 
In your heart, you must know what you are doing 
and decide to do it (Rom. 10:9-10, 13). 

  
• As a result, of the Ethiopian man making that 

confession and being converted, they stopped the 
chariot. 

 
That takes us to the second thing we need to be biblically 
baptized. It takes  

2. Water (v.36) 
We see that in verse 36. And the eunuch said, “See, here is 
water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 
As we will see in a minute, we could say, it takes a lot of 
water, not just a little bit. 
 

3. Going down into the water (v.38a) 



38 “So he [probably the Ethiopian man since it was his chariot] 
commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water …” 
It is easy to picture those two men getting out of that 
chariot and stepping down into the water. 
 

4. Going underneath the surface of the water 
v.38b “… and he baptized him.” 
 
Now, here we need to appreciate the word baptism and 
how it was used in that day. The word baptism was a 
very common word in Jesus day, but it was almost 
always used in a context outside of religious or spiritual 
practices. That’s important to consider as we think on 
this. 
 
The best picture of baptism and how the word was 
commonly used in that day was the washing of dishes. 
When they would wash the dishes, they would submerge 
the dishes under water. They would baptize them or 
immerse them or submerge them under the water.  
 
That’s the picture of the common use of the word 
baptism. So, the Ethiopian man would have understood 
this clearly. To be biblically baptized it takes the person 
going down under the surface of the water. 
 
That takes to the fifth step and that is  

5. Coming up out of the water 
Praise the Lord for that! And so, that’s what Philip did to 
him. 
 



The result: He went on his way rejoicing (v.39). Why? 
Because he did what he knew in his heart the Lord 
wanted him to do. 
 

Why do we get baptized? 
1. Because Jesus told us to 
 
2. Because you have been saved 

 
3. Because it is the first step of obedience 

 
4. Because you have never been baptized 

 
5. Because it is the answer to a good conscience 

 
6. Because you want to get your baptism on the 

correct (right) side of your salvation 
 

7. Because we want to be a positive influence of 
other people who need to make a similar decision 

 
If this has been helpful, I would appreciate hearing from 
you. Email me at mailto:tomsavage747@gmail.com 


