
The Intertestamental Period 
 
During the Intertestamental Period there were many events that 
happened and groups that developed. We talked about some of 
these recently in our study through Daniel. 
 
__________________: "Separate-Ones" 
Ones who held a strict observance to the oral law and Mosaic 
Law. However, as time went on, they held their interpretations of 
the law to be more valid than the law itself. They also managed to 
create "loopholes" in the law for their own convenience. 
(Greatest in number of all Jews) 
 
__________________: "Self-Righteous Ones" 
In contrast to the Pharisees, the Sadducees were the liberals of 
the day. They only accepted the first 5 books of the Old 
Testament as authoritative. They denied the oral law. They 
rejected such entities as angels & spirits. They did not believe in 
resurrection which is most apparent in the New Testament. 
(Fewer in number than the Pharisees) 
 
______________: A monastic group 
A group who withdrew from society. Frowned on marriage. 
 
______________: A distinguished order 
This was a professional group who copied the Old Testament Law 
and were very familiar with the Old Testament. As such they were 
also called "Lawyers". They would also give interpretations of 
what the Law said. Scribes eventually came to belong to the 
Pharisees, although not all Pharisees had the ability to be a scribe. 
See Matthew 23:13-18 
   
_________________: Herod devotees 
They were a political party who refused to pay taxes to Rome. 
Were supporters of the Herod/Herodian Dynasty. 
 



__________________: The Council 
A kind of religious and domestic supreme court usually consisting 
of about 70 men. Their president was the high priest. They also 
commanded a police force. Their power to sentence a person to 
death was granted by the Romans. However, they did not have 
the right to execute. In the New Testament they were called, "the 
Council", "the Chief Priests and Elders and Scribes". "Chief Priests 
& Rulers", or "Rulers". see Mt 21:23 (a tragic verse) 
 
______________: An extremist group 
Were fanatical defenders of the Mosaic Law and engaged in acts 
of violence against the Romans. Jesus had a disciple of this group. 
His name was Simon. 
 
__________________: The Meeting Place 
The word synagogue is not strictly a Jewish word. These sprang up 
in the 400 years. The synagogue is believed to have had its 
beginning during the captivity in Babylon. A synagogue could be a 
house, or any place where an assembly could be gathered for 
worship. The formation and commonality of the Synagogue could 
be why it was customary for the early Christians to meet in homes 
for worship and study and fellowship. The idea was to “gather 
together” and discuss the Law. 
 
Other Items: 

• The rise and fall of Alexander the Great 

• The terrible deeds of Antiochus Epiphanes 

• The Maccabean revolt 

• The rule of Pompey the Great 

• The rule of Caesar Augustus who appointed Herod the Great 

• The Dispersion (scattering) of the Jews 

 
 


