Bible Study 101
Lesson # 9 - Ruth
Lesson # 9 - Ruth

Name.      The name of the book is based on one of the main characters in the book.  Ruth was a Maobite widow who married a man from Bethlehem named Boaz.  Boaz was a descendent of Rahab, and Ruth and Boaz continue the family line that leads us to King David and finally to Jesus.  

Author.   The book of Ruth’s author is unknown.  Rabbinic or Jewish tradition claims that Samuel was the author, but the book mentions King David and that would place the writing of the book too late for Samuel to have written it so most biblical scholars today agree that the author is unkown.  

Date.  The dates for the book of Ruth are dated most often after the time of the Judges so sometime after 1375 B.C. and before 1050 B.C. when David was king.  The events of Ruth occurred during the time of the Judges, which was a great time of disobedience, idolatry and violence.  That setting makes the life of holiness that we see in Ruth stand out that much more. 

Purpose.    The book of Ruth was written to show how three people remained faithful to God & continued to be strong in character in spite of difficult circumstances and surroundings.  This story also illustrates for us the Grace of God in the midst of difficult circumstances.  The book shows us the ability of God to use anyone who is willing to follow Him, live for Him, and allow Him to change their lives. 

Outline.
1.  Ruth’s Decision of Loyalty.  (Chapter 1)


a.  Famine in the Land.  The famine in the land of Judah caused Elimelech and Naomi, to move to the country of Moab.  


b.  Deaths in the family.  So then secondly we find that Elimelech dies in Moad, and Naomi is left alone with her sons.  Both sons married Moabite women, Orpah and Ruth.  Then both sons die.


c.  Naomi prepares to return to Judah.  Naomi getting ready to return to her homeland, calls her daughter in laws and tells them to go back to their families.  Orpah agrees and Goes.


d.  Ruth decides to be loyal to Naomi.  In verses 16 & 17 Ruth pledges herself to care for Naomi.


 "Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 "Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me."


Once Naomi see’s that Ruth is serious they return together to the city of Bethlehem, and it is in Bethlehem that we see the second part of the story unfold.

2.  Ruth’s Gleans in Boaz’s field.  (Chapter 2)

Ruth’s Character

a.  Ruth is faithful.  Daily Ruth goes out to glean in the fields, to gather grain behind the harvesters.  In that day and age the harvesters were required to purposely leave a portion in the fields so that the poor could come behind them and gather the grain, so that they would have food to eat.


b.  Ruth is loving.  She has stayed with her widowed mother-in-law in order to care for her and see after her.  


c.  Ruth is brave.  She has left her home and come to a foreign land just so that she can fulfill her promise to her mother-in-law. 

Boaz’s Character


d.  Boaz is sensitive to the needs of others.  He see’s the need that Ruth has and seeks to help her by having her glean only in his fields so that he can assure her safety.  


e.  Boaz is a man of integrity.  Boaz proves true to his word in making sure for the safety of Ruth as she gleans in his fields. 


f.  Boaz is a successful businessman.  We find out that Boaz has many servants and is himself a successful farmer and businessman.  


g.  Boaz is a Kinsman-redeemer.  In the days of Naomi and Ruth, when a woman was widowed it was often up to the brother of her late husband to marry his brothers wife and care for his family.  But Naomi had no other sons for Ruth to marry, however she did have other male relatives who could become the kinsman-redeemer and take over the land and possessions of the widows family.  

3.  Ruth Follows Naomi’s plan. (Chapter 3)


a.  Ruth is to lie at Boaz feet.  Now to some this sounds a little seductive, but in truth Naomi was not sending Ruth to seduce Boaz.  The act of laying at the feet of Boaz was part of the custom of the day.  It was very common for a servant to lie at the feet of their master and even share in their covering.  But beyond this, Ruth was also letting Boaz know that he could be her Kinsman-redeemer. 


b.  Boaz acted as Kinsmen-redeemer for Ruth.  In the middle of the night he discovered Ruth sleeping at his feet and that he was to be her choice of a kinsman-redeemer he told her all of what he would do in order to provide for her.

4.  Ruth and Boaz are married.  (Chapter 4)  


a.  Meeting at the gate.  Boaz went to the city gates and presented the opportunity to his kinsman-redeemer.  Boaz presented the opportunity but he obviously by this time is hoping that this kinsman-redeemer will turn down the opportunity. 


b.  Boaz becomes the Kinsman-redeemer.  In verses 9 and following we see Boaz announce that he is purchasing all the property of Elimelech, and that he will take Ruth as his wife. 


c.  Boaz takes Ruth as his wife. 


d.  Boaz and Ruth have a son.  Obed is born to Ruth and Boaz.  Obed is the father of Jesse, and Jesse is the father of David.

Primary Themes.

1.  Faithfulness – Ruth was a faithful daughter-in-law to 
Naomi.  Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz were faithful to 
God.

2.  Kindness – Ruth to Naomi, Boaz to Ruth.

3.  Protection – God protected Ruth and Naomi and he guided the minds and the hands of others to accomplish his plan. 

4.  Integreity – Ruth showed great integrity in her life in her work ethic and in her care for Naomi.

5.  Blessing – God blessed Ruth and Naomi through Ruth’s marriage to Boaz.

6.  God’s Impartiality – God accepted Ruth who was a gentile and used her in the lineage of Jesus.

7.  Portrait of Christ – Boaz redemption of Ruth is a picture of Jesus Christ future redemption of us. 

Life Lessons

1.  God can use any person, regardless of background, and He wants to use us. 

2.  God often has a unique way of working out His plan in our lives.

3.  God expects us to live holy lives despite the fact we live in an unholy world.

4.  God uses other people to make a positive difference in our lives.

5.  God wants to use us to make a positive difference in the lives of others.

6.  God desires to bless us through our faithfulness & obedience to Him.

