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An Expression of Thanks 
 

The family wishes to express our deepest gratitude to 
friends, relatives, church family, co-workers, neighbors and 
Bon Secours Maryview Hospital Staff for prayers and the  

many acts of kindness shown toward Wilbur during  
his illness and toward our family during our bereavement.  

May God’s blessings and peace abide  
with you now and always. 

  

The Family of Wilbur Alphonsa Arrington  
 

PALLBEARERS 
Relatives 

 
FLORAL BEARERS 

Relatives 

Psalm 46:1 
God is our refuge and strength, a very  

present help in trouble.  

Wilbur Alphonsa 
ARRINGTON 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021  ~ 12:30 PM  
 

METROPOLITAN FUNERAL SERVICE  
PORTSMOUTH  CHAPEL 

5605 Portsmouth Blvd., Portsmouth, VA 23701 
 

PASTOR A. PAUL PAIGE,  Officiating/Eulogist 
New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) 

2720 Turnpike Road, Portsmouth, VA  23707 

JOHN 3:16  

For God so loved the  

world that he gave 

his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever  

believeth in him 

should not perish, but 

have everlasting life. 

Eternal Life 

September 7, 2021  

Life 

May 24, 1932 



Order of  Celebration in Remembrance of   
Our Beloved 

Wilbur Alphonsa Arrington  

Prelude …………………………………. Robert C. Hailes, Jr. 
                                                                                      Organist                                  
 

Processional …………..………. Clergy, Family, and Friends 
 

Invocation ………….…………..…...… Pastor A. Paul Paige 
 

Hymn of Praise ………… “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand”   
 

Scripture Reading ..…………..…... Rev. Jeffrey N. Grant, Jr. 
 

Old Testament  ~   Psalm 121  
New Testament ~  1Thessalonians 4:13-18  

 

Prayer of Comfort ……................. Deacon Paul R. Burke, Sr. 
 

Hymn of Comfort …………………………. “Amazing Grace” 
 

Acknowledgements ……………………... Brenda K. Williams 
   

Expressions  ………………………….….... 2 Minutes Please 

Rachael Arrington Wells (niece) 
Deborah Arrington (niece) 

 

Silent Reading of the Obituary …........................ Soft Music 
 

Musical Selection ……………...… Deacon Paul R. Burke, Sr.   
  

Eulogy.……………….....…….……….. Pastor A. Paul Paige    
 

Recessional ………..………………………... “I’ll Fly Away” 
 

 Precious Memories  

INTERMENT  

Albert G. Horton Jr. Memorial  

Veterans Cemetery 
5310 Milners Road, Suffolk, VA 23434 



  

I  was  with  you 

 I was with you as you cried last night, so much for 

counting sheep. Your thoughts where running rampant, it 

was hard for you to sleep. I knew your were missing me 

wishing I was there. You laid awake all night thinking of 

the good memories we shared. 
 

 I watched as you tried to eat lunch. You couldn't even 

drink your tea. You where thinking of all the things you wished 

you said to me. I wanted to tell you don't worry seriously, it's ok . 

I know every word you say to me if we had another day 
 

 I'll be with you on the day you visit my grave. I heard 

you cry out to to God, why did you take him away? As hard 

as you try, you can't figure out why it had to be me. Your 

mind is so scrambled but one day you will see. 
 

  You will know why it happened, the reason I had  

to leave. You will understand it all in time, til then, just  

believe. There's a higher power working and he has a  

perfect plan. I didn't see it either, but trust me on this — 

if you can. 
 

 Someday when it's your time to come to the other side, 

I'll rush to welcome with my arms open wide. I'll show you 

around heaven there is so much to see. That time isn't now it's 

just the way it must be. 
 

  You must live out your journey as I had to live out mine. 

Know his timing is perfect, we must trust the divine. So go live, 

laugh, and love  —  be who your supposed to be  

until your job here on earth is done, the you will 

come home with me and we will rest all together  

 as one.  
 

By Chianti Trusty 

Precious Memories  



II TIMOTHY 4:7-8 
 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,  
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown  

of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge,  
shall give me at that day; and not to me only,  
but unto all them also that love his appearing.  

 

W ilbur Alphonsa Arrington transitioned to his heavenly 
home while resting peacefully on Tuesday September 7, 

2021 at Bon Secours Maryview Hospital in Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Wilbur was the youngest of five children born to Levi Arrington, 
Sr. and Mary Powell Arrington in Richmond, Virginia. Wilbur’s 

siblings were the late Thelma Hickmon, Lois Arrington, Ruth 
Dixon and Levi Arrington, Jr.  
 

W ilbur attended Dunbar Elementary and graduated from 
Armstrong High School in Richmond, VA. His favorite 

subject was history and he was always ready to share his 
knowledge of historical events.  
 

T hroughout his life, Wilbur was well versed in current events 

and sports (Go Giants!) He thoroughly enjoyed westerns,  
comedies and action movies, loved to cook, and collected comic 

books and model cars. Wilbur loved his family and was very  
generous and kind hearted. His laugh was contagious and was 

sure to have you laughing as well. Some even said that it had  
medicinal properties.   
 

A fter graduating from high school, Wilbur joined the Navy in 

1951 and served his country for 20 years before retiring as 
Petty Officer First Class, in 1971. During this time, he married 

Henrietta Drew who passed in 1982. Having been a chef in the 
Navy, Wilbur continued preparing exceptionally delicious dishes 

that would make even Chef Emeril jealous! Wilbur’s naval tours  

included Great Lakes, IL, Korean War, Destroyer and Escort 
Piers, Norfolk, VA, Naval Air Station, Norfolk, VA, Andrews 

Air Force Base in Silver Springs, MD, Quonset Point NAV AIR 
Station Rhode Island and Newport Naval Base, Newport Rhode 

Island. He visited India, China, Singapore, France, Italy, and 
Naples. He went around the world 3-4 times and crossed the 

equator. After retiring from the Navy, Wilbur was a Corrections 
Officer and a Security Officer at the Chrysler Museum in  
Norfolk Virginia.      
       

W ilbur accepted his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ early 
in life and in his later years, he became a member of  

New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) in Portsmouth,  

Virginia.  He was a faithful member along with his late wife, 
Terry L. Arrington. They looked forward to attending the 7 a.m. 

service every Sunday. Uncle Wilbur always started grace with a 
bible verse followed by a prayer before eating. He was always  

thankful to God for being so good to him.    
 

W ilbur leaves to cherish his memories, step daughter,  
Denice D. Hickling (Fred) of Chesapeake, VA; three  

step sons, Jonathan Thomas, Bryant Thomas and Terry Vincent 
(Tanika); step grandchildren, Rajhae, Tyreek and Rakiah  

Vincent and Jakaia, Jabria, Jewel and Jalil Thomas; devoted 
nieces, Rachael Arrington Wells (Keith) and Deborah  

Arrington;  devoted great nephew, Jay Carter (Robin), great 
niece, Monika Laws (Charles), great niece, Ashley Wells and 
great nephew, Khristopher Wells, and a host of other relatives 

and friends.   
 

Our memories build a when loved ones  

have to part. Our memories span the years we shared, 
 preserving ties that bind; they build a special bridge  

of love and bring us piece of mind.   

In Remembrance of  Our Beloved  

WILBUR ALPHONSA ARRINGTON 


