
HOME GOING SERVICE 
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REPAST AND FELLOWSHIP  
Immediately following the interment, there will be a repast for family and  

out-of-town guests in the dining facility at New First Baptist Church  
(Taylorsville), 2720 Turnpike Road, Portsmouth, VA 23707.  

 

Also, you may join the family for fellowship at the  
American Legion Post 190, 2711 Peach Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704.   

Professional Services Rendered by 

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services 
1248 N. George Washington Hwy.  

Chesapeake, VA 23323 

Desktop Publishing/Printing by  

New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) 
2720 Turnpike Rd. — Portsmouth, VA 23707 

  757-399-6730       www.newfbct.org     

FLORAL BEARERS 

Usher Ministry  of NFBCT 

 

Sunrise 
May 4, 1938 

Sunset  
May 9, 2013 

 

PALLBEARERS 

Lebanon Lodge #34 
 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

American Legion Post 190 

Class of 1956 – I.C. Norcom High School 

Class of 1962- Hampton University (Formerly Hampton Institute) 

Olympian Sports Club 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS 

Nieces 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The family acknowledges with heartfelt appreciation all acts of kindness,  

extended during the illness and passing of our loved one. Whatever you did to  

console our hearts, we extend to you our sincere thanks. Our gratitude  

to you for the love and care you provided.  The Family 
 

SPECIAL THANKS  
 

The family would like to thank the following who were exceedingly  

supportive during the illness and passing of our loved one —  

Archie Elliott, Bill and Deloris Haywood (and family), Bismarck Myrick,  

Delacy Stith, Dwight Brown, Glen Francis, Mayor Kenneth Wright and the  

Portsmouth City Council, and Bishop Curtis E. Edmonds, Sr. and  

the St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church Family.  

Friday, May 17, 2013   
Eleven o’clock in the Morning   
 

WILLETT HALL  
3701 Willett Drive ~ Portsmouth, VA 23707 

 

Reverend William J. Smith, Jr. ~ Officiating 
Pastor of New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) 

2720 Turnpike Road ~ Portsmouth, VA 23707 
 

Bishop Curtis E. Edmonds, Sr. ~ Eulogist  
Pastor of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church 

2714 Frederick Blvd. ~ Portsmouth, VA 23704 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4  

To every thing there is a  

season, and a time to every  

purpose under the heaven  

 . . .  A time to weep, and a time 

to laugh; a time to mourn . . . 



Order of Service  
 

Organ Prelude                               Brother Robert L. Williams, Jr., Minister of Music  
New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville), Portsmouth, VA  

 

Processional                                                                            Clergy, Family and Friends 
 

Invocation                                                                                  Pastor William J. Smith, Jr. 
 

Hymn of Praise   ~  “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                      Concert Choir  
New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville), Portsmouth, VA 

 

Scripture Reading                                             Rev. James Woods, Associate Minister 
New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville), Portsmouth, VA    

 

Old Testament:    Ecclesiastes 3:1-8              
 

New Testament:   John 14:1-6                            
 

Prayer of Comfort                                                                          Deacon Leslie Williams 
New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville), Portsmouth, VA                                                             

 

Hymn of  Comfort  (Soloist)  ~  “I Won’t Complain”          Rev. Darryl L. Williams                                                                                   
 

Acknowledgements                                                                              Sister Pearl Lennex                                                
 

Expressions                                                                                                 2 Minutes Please 
 The Honorable Kenneth I. Wright, Mayor of the City of Portsmouth 
Mr. Lamar Elliott     “The Teacher/Coach” 
Mr. Craig Jones   “The Teacher/Employee” 
Mr. Glen Francis   “The Community Activist” 
Mr. Luke McCoy   “The Role/City Government” 
Mr. Warner Griffin   “The Dedicated Organization Member” 
Ms. Quanesha Mills   “The Grandfather”  

 

Silent Reading of the Obituary                                                                           Soft Music  
 

Musical Selection  ~ “Rough Side of the Mountain”                            Concert Choir  
 

Eulogy                                                                                   Bishop Curtis E. Edmonds, Sr.   
Pastor of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, Portsmouth, VA  

 

Musical Selection (Soloist)  ~ “Take Me to the King”             Ms. Juliette Williams  
 

Recessional                                                                               Clergy, Family and Friends 
 

Interment                                                                            Greenlawn Memorial Gardens 
3920 Airline Blvd., Chesapeake, VA    

 

 

 

A limb has fallen from 

the  family tree.  

Gone from our  

touch but never  

our hearts . . . 
 

Memories . . . 



GOD SAW YOU 
Adam Males 

 

God saw you getting tired,  

when a cure was not to be. 

So He wrapped His arms around you,  

And whispered, Come to me.” 

You didn’t deserve what you went through,  

So He gave you rest.  

God’s garden must be beautiful,  

He only takes the best.  

And when I saw you sleeping, 

so peaceful and free from pain, 

I could not wish you back  

To suffer that again.    

 

Lovingly submitted,  

The Family 

Remembering . . . Bernard D. Griffin, Sr. 
 

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 

Matthew 11:28   
 

On the morning of May 9, 2013, God called home to eternal rest our beloved  
husband, father, brother, grandfather, great grandfather, uncle, cousin, in-law,  
co-worker, neighbor, and friend, Bernard Delano Griffin, Sr. Bernard was born in 
the Taylorsville section of the city of Portsmouth on May 4, 1938. He was one of 
nine siblings and the 5th son born to the late Patti Boyd Griffin and Walter  
Griffin. Bernard was a proud graduate of I.C. Norcom High School. He completed  
requirements for a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Arts from Hampton 
Institute (University) in 1962. Bernard was predeceased by his  parents, brothers 
— James, Walter and Raymond Griffin, and his sisters — Bertha Griffin and Evelyn 
Griffin Williams.  
 

Bernard Delano was a community organizer and activist before it became  
"en vogue" to be identified as such. Upon returning home, in the mid 60's, to his  
Portsmouth community of Taylorsville, he felt it was his obligation to do whatever 
he could to make a difference in the lives of the citizens in his  community. So, he 
decided to embark upon his own Voter Registration Campaign and canvassed the 
neighborhood to solicit individuals who were not registered to vote. Mr. Griffin 
talked individuals through the  process, and took many of them personally to  
register. Bernard often reminisced about the first gentleman he took to register at 
the ripe old age of 87. The old man beamed with pride and a great sense of  
accomplishment when he casted his first ballot.  
 

In 1966, Mr. Griffin became the first African American teacher at Western Branch 
Junior High School in Chesapeake, Virginia. He spent twenty-six years at Western 
Branch  Junior High School in Chesapeake where he coached football, baseball,  
basketball and tennis. Mr. Griffin retired at the end of the 1991 school year from 
Chesapeake Public Schools where he taught technology education and was advisor 
to the Technology  Student Association.  
 

Bernard has worn numerous hats in the community over the years. In the 70's and  
80's, Mr. Griffin devoted a great deal of time and energy to the National  
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), because he  
 

(continued)  



believed in the mission of the organization. He proudly served as President of 
the Portsmouth Branch of the NAACP and displayed with great delight a  
photograph taken with the late Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the NAACP. 
Mr. Wilkins was one in a series of Speakers at the Annual Freedom Fund  
Banquet sponsored by the Portsmouth Branch of the NAACP during Mr. 
Griffin's tenure as president.  
 

Mr. Griffin served with distinction as president of the I. C. Norcom Alumni  
Association during a very difficult period in the school’s history.  The alumni 
association and citizens of the community under the dynamic leadership of Mr. 
Griffin embarked upon the mission of preserving the historic I. C. Norcom High 
School.  They achieved their mission of preserving I. C. Norcom for future  
generations.  
  

Community involvement was an important priority in his life, and he has 
served Portsmouth admirably in many capacities. The concept of giving back to 
the community has been exceedingly important to him, and the status of the 
Portsmouth community was always of utmost concern. Giving back was  
nonnegotiable. According to him, "Everyone is capable of offering something to 
someone. Taking care of one another is our duty as humans. Giving back is the 
best way to honor, celebrate, and show extreme gratitude for the gifts you have 
been given".  
 

His commitment to the community was immeasurable. He was a self-appointed 
good will ambassador for his beloved city of Portsmouth. Mr. Griffin was  
appointed to the Portsmouth School Board in 1988, and chosen as chairman of 
the Portsmouth School Board in 1990. Four years were devoted to the school 
board. When he ran for city council his slogan was "Promoting and Serving 
Portsmouth." Three terms were served for a total of 12 years, and Mr. Griffin 
was appointed Vice Mayor by the Portsmouth City Council in 1998.  
 

When asked by his former colleagues to serve as interim mayor, in July 2010, 
Mr. Griffin came out of retirement and served until the citizens of Portsmouth 
selected a mayor. Later he served as Chairman of the Civil Services  
Commission. If he felt that he could assist his community in anyway, when the 
call came, he readily answered. Through the years, Bernard has received  
dozens of impressive awards in the form of certificates, citations and plaques  
for participation and services rendered. He was always appreciative for all 
of them; however, certain ones held special places in the hierarchy of  
awards received.  
 

In 1997 a plaque was presented by the African American Society of Portsmouth  
identifying Mr. Griffin as one of 100 Influential Americans. Tidewater  
Community College awarded him the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Award in 1999 
for exemplifying a stand for truth, righteousness, leadership in the community, 
and promoting racial harmony. The NAACP presented Bernard with a  
Distinguished Service Award for  dedicated service to the citizens of  
Portsmouth in 2004. Induction into the I.C. Norcom Hall of Fame for  
outstanding achievement in athletics was presented in 2011.  
 

Bernard D. Griffin, Sr.  has been a member of the New First Baptist Church 
Taylorsville for more than five decades. For 10 years, he volunteered to deliver 
meals every Wednesday for the church to senior citizens and shut-ins in the 
community. Often he would perform small chores for the seniors during meal 
delivery.  The motto that he adopted has served him well over the years. We’ve 
heard him recite it at many functions. It states, "Once a task has just begun, 
NEVER leave until it's done. Be the labor big or small, Do it well or not at all".  
 

Bernard leaves his family a legacy of industriousness, generosity and  
community service. Left to cherish special and fond memories are his spouse 
Alveria; three sons, Bernard Jr., Vernon and Adrian; three grandchildren, 
Quanesha, Mariana and Adrian Jr.; two great grandchildren, Te'mire and  
Te'liyah; one sister, Mae Breckenridge-Haywood (Fred); two brothers, Darnell 
Griffin and Leslie Griffin, as well as nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws, special 
friends and church family.  
 

Our heavenly father does not make mistakes. He knows what is best for us. We 
as family and  friends humbly submit to His will. Your family and friends say to 
you that you have served admirably during your lifetime. Kudos to you   
Bernard for a job well done! “To be absent from the body is to be present with 
the Lord".  

Sorrowfully Submitted, The Family  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


