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Monday, April 15, 2013 - 11 am  
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Reverend William J. Smith Jr., Pastor 
Officiating   

In Appreciation  
 

“People don’t have to be nice, and when they are,  
they don’t have to be nice to you.”   

 
May God bless you for each phone call, visit,  

your prayers, and messages of comfort extended   
to the family during the illness of our  

beloved, Maxine P. Harper and during this  
difficult time of bereavement.  

 
 The family extends heartfelt thanks to everyone  

for all expressions of love and each kind deed. 
 

Lovingly submitted  
The Harper Family     

PSALM 23:1 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Maxine P. HarperMaxine P. HarperMaxine P. Harper   

In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of    

Eternal Life  

April 9, 2013 

PALLBEARERS 
Family and Friends   

FLORAL BEARERS 
Female Usher Ministry  

Life 

January 13, 1942 



 

 

Prelude                                                       Brother Robert L. Williams, Jr. 
Minister of Music 

 

Processional                                                  Clergy, Family and Friends 
 

Invocation                                                       Pastor William J. Smith, Jr.  
 

Hymn of Praise                                                                      Concert Choir  
 

Scriptures                                 
Old Testament:    Psalm 23            Deacon Christine Kenlock  
                          

New Testament:  John 14:1-6                 Mr. Reginald Harper   
        
Prayer of Comfort                                                Deacon Miles Elliott, II  
 

Hymn of Comfort                                                                  Concert Choir  
            
Acknowledgements                                            Sister Brenda Williams 
 

Silent Reading of the Obituary                 “Amazing Grace”  (Softly)                  
 

Musical Selection                                                                  Concert Choir   
 

Eulogy                                                               Pastor William J. Smith, Jr. 
 

Recessional                                                                           “I’ll Fly Away”  
 

 
 

 

 

Order of Service 
 

“I Live On”  
 

Don't cry for me in sadness;  

don't weep for me in sorrow, 

For I will be beside you, as sure as comes tomorrow. 

My body has gone but my spirit lives on,  

as does my love for you. 

 

Just as in life. I'll watch over you,  

I always will be true. 

My blood lives on in my children,  

how I've watched them grow up with pride. 

I'll live on within them, always by their side. 

 

I know my jokes weren't always funny  

and jobs weren't always done. 

Just try and always remember the good times,  

the days when we had fun. 

Reach out if you need me, for I will always be near. 

Just talk to me, as if I am there, I promise I will hear. 

 

For I'll live on, with in your mind, we'll never be apart, 

As long as you keep my memory, deep within your heart. 

So lift up your hearts, don't be sad, my spirit hasn't gone. 

While your still there, so am I, I really will live on. 

 

by Author Unknown 

INTERMENT   
Woodlawn Memorial Garden 
6309 E. Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Norfolk, VA   
 



Peacefully at home on Tuesday, April, 9, 2013, Maxine P. Harper 
went to be with her Heavenly Father. Maxine was born January 
13, 1942 in Vicksburg, Mississippi to the late Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Perkins, Sr.  
 

Maxine shared her life with Walter R. Harper for over 50 plus  
years and their sons.  She was a graduate of Norfolk State  
University (Magnum Cum Laude).  After many years of service, 
she retired in 1994 as a Deputy Clerk at the City of Portsmouth  
Treasurer’s Office.  
 

She was a faithful member of New First Baptist Church 
(Taylorsville) under the leadership of Dr. T. Melvin Steele until 
her health failed. She worked diligently with the Scholarship Club 
(now known as the Dr. T. Melvin Steele Scholarship Ministry) and 
during that time held the position of Secretary. Maxine also 
served as Editor of the New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) 
Souvenir Book Committee under Pastor Steele’s leadership. She 
enjoyed working in her community and was the secretary of the 
Cavalier Manor Civic League. 
 

Maxine was predeceased by her parents; one sister, Connie 
White; one brother, Robert Perkins, Jr., one son, Larry D. Harper, 
Sr.; and one grandson, Larry D. Harper, Jr. 
 

She leaves to cherish her memories, a loving and devoted  
husband, Walter R. Harper; two sons, Steve (Edna) Minor and  
Reginald (Barbara) Harper; five grandchildren, Steve Jr., Toyette, 
Regina, Crystal, and Reginald, Jr.; six great grandchildren; four 
brothers-in-law, Levie Harper, Marion (Vivian) Harper, Paul  
Harper, James (Linda) Harper; three sisters-in-law, Mary (Walter) 
Watkins, Christine Kenlock, and Josephine Harper; a special 
friend of the family, Lawrence Thomas; and a host of other  
relatives and friends.     
 

Maxine,  we love you but God loved you more.               

Remembering Maxine P. Harper  
Our Beloved, Maxine 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 (KJV) 
 

To every thing there is a season,  

and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant,  

and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down,  

and a time to build up; 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 



“Four Candles” 
 

The first candle represents our grief. 

The pain of losing you is intense. 

It reminds us of the depth of our love for you. 
 

This second candle represents our courage. 

To confront our sorrow, 

To comfort each other, 

To change our lives. 
 

This third candle we light in your memory. 

For the times we laughed, 

The times we cried, 

The times we were angry with each other, 

The silly things you did, 

The caring and joy you gave us. 
 

This fourth candle we light for our love. 

We light this candle that your light will always shine. 
 

We cherish the special place in our hearts 

that will always be reserved for you. 

 

We thank you for the gift 

your living brought to each of us. 

We love you. 

We remember you. 
 

by Author Unknown  

 

 

The Love Continues . . . 

If I could reach up and hold  

a star for every time 

you've made me smile, the  

entire evening sky would  

be in the palm of my hand. 

Walter & Maxine 


