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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 

The family is deeply appreciative for all of the love, support, and  

acts of kindness shown during this time of bereavement. 
 

A special thank you to Pastor William J. Smith, Jr. and the   

New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) Family. 

Aunt M 
 

This is for my aunt that is now in heaven.  I have passed a lot of people 

today, whether in school or in the streets, and no one realized I had just 

lost a family member. My dear Aunt Michelle, I am so proud of all the 

things you have taught me in life and it eases my mind  

knowing you are with “Jah.” You have your wings, what an awesome 

feeling that must be. I want you to know something, you were  

seriously like my second mother. You were always proud of my  

accomplishments, including being extremely happy about my  

acceptance into this Doctoral Program. You always kept me focus on 

the prize at hand. And also, ready to knock someone out over me,  

my brothers, my sisters and all of your nephews/nieces.  

(Straight Outta Portsmouth!!!)  
 

As I was strolling in town, I seen you today and it was a  

beautiful image of your soul. I know you have your wings now  

because this street artist drew this; perfect timing right? I will miss you 

with all my heart and please forgive me for not being there.  Don’t give 

God a headache, party with the rest of the Cotton’s up in the sky and I 

promise when I see you again, we are going to throw, have a ball and 

get STUPID!  It hurts to say goodbye, so I will say, see you soon.  
 

  Steven Cotton, Nephew   
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Home Going Celebration   
 for  

Michelle Cotton Taylor 

2 Timothy 4:7 (KJV) 
 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 

 I have kept the faith: 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 - 12 PM   
 

New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville) 
2720 Turnpike Road — Portsmouth, VA 23707 

 

Rev. Dr. William J. Smith, Jr., Pastor  ~ Officiating 

Life  

June 5, 1958 
Eternal Life 

April 23, 2015 



Order of  Service 

Following the service, the family will  

assemble in the dining facility  

of New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville)  

for repast and fellowship.    

 

 
 

Prelude ……………………...…….. Brother Robert L. Williams, Jr. 

Minister of Music 
 

Processional ……………………..……. Clergy, Family and Friends 
 

Invocation ……………………..…...…. Pastor William J. Smith, Jr. 
 

Hymn of Praise …………………….……………….. Concert Choir 

“Blessed Assurance” 
 

Scripture Reading 
 

Old Testament  ~ Psalm 21 ..………... Deacon Curtis Elliott                                

New Testament ~ John 14:1-6 ….. Deacon Robert Stateman  

             

Prayer of Comfort …………………………... Deacon Ronald Reid  
 

Hymn of Comfort ………………………………….. Concert Choir 

“Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand”  
  
Acknowledgements …………..….……….. Sister Brenda Williams 
 

Expressions …………………………..….... Brother George Taylor  
  

Silent Reading of the Obituary …..…………...……….. Soft Music 
 

Musical Selection ………………………….. “On My Way Home” 

George Taylor, Chris Perry & Bryron Thompson  

(Brothers-in-law) 
 

Eulogy ……………....…………..…… Pastor William J. Smith, Jr. 
 

~  Recessional  ~ 

M ichelle Cotton Taylor (affectionately known as Madea)  a  

resident of Columbus, GA was born in Portsmouth, VA to the late 

Christopher and Rosetta Cotton on June 5, 1958.   
 

A fter an extended illness on April 23, 2015 at St. Francis  

Hospital in Columbus, GA, Michelle transitioned peacefully into 

eternal rest.  
 

M ichelle was raised and educated in Portsmouth and married to 

the late Wilbert Taylor. She was a Nurse and employed with the 

Manning Nursing Home where she retired.  Prior to relocating to 

Columbus, GA, Michelle was a member of Providence AME 

Church in Portsmouth.  She truly loved her family and enjoyed 

spending time with them; especially, being there for her nieces and 

nephews to give her love and support.     
 

M ichelle was predeceased by her spouse, Wilbert Taylor and her  

parents, Christopher and Rosetta  Cotton.   
 

S he leaves to cherish her memory, four sisters, Christine Brodnax 

and Melissa Sivells (Samuel) both of Portsmouth, VA, Ernestine 

Monroe (Franklin) of Columbus, GA, Phyllis Hayes (Clifton) of 

Spring, TX; two brothers, Raymond Cotton (Gloria) of Papillion, 

NE and Elgene Cotton of Portsmouth, VA; a special nephew and 

caregiver, Brandon Cotton; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 

other relatives, and friends.     
 
 

 

 

In Remembrance of Michelle  

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4  

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every  

purpose under the heaven  . . .  A time to weep, and a time  

to laugh; a time to mourn . . . 

God saw you getting tired, 

So He wrapped his arms around you, 

and whispered, “Come to Me.” 
 

Gone from our Touch but  

never our Hearts . . .  


