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His richest blessings as we pray one for another.  
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The Family  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The family and out of town guests will be returning to the church  
fellowship hall  immediately following interment.     

 

Caution!  All vehicles in the funeral procession please use headlights  
and safely drive as close to the vehicle ahead as possible.  
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Our Gift  
October 27, 1922 

Her Reward  
July 20, 2018 

2nd Timothy 4:7-8, “I have fought a good fight, finished the course, I have kept the faith:   
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,  

the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:  
 

Thursday, July 26, 2018   ~ 11 AM  

New First Baptist Church (Taylorsville)  
2720 Turnpike Road   ~ Portsmouth, VA 23707 

 

Pastor A. Paul Paige, Eulogist   
Pastor Hugo Morrison, Officiating  

Celebration of 
Life and Legacy  

for  



Order of Celebration Service  
 

Prelude                                                           Brother Robert C. Hailes, Jr., MM 
 

Processional                                              Clergy, Family, and Friends 
 

Invocation       Pastor Hugo Morrison  
 

Hymn of Praise                                                  The Concert Choir 

                                  “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand”   
 

Scripture Reading      

Old Testament ~ Psalm 23           Deacon Freddie Rodgers 

New Testament ~  John 14:1-6   Deacon C. Leslie Williams  
 

Prayer of Comfort                                              Reverend James E. Wynn, Sr.  
         

A Tribute to Grandmother                               Pastor Gayle Gilmore and James Gilmore, Jr  
 

Acknowledgements                                           Sister Brenda Williams 
 

Special Remarks                               Bishop Kim W. Brown 

       The Mount Global Fellowship of Churches 
 

Special Selection                                                The Concert Choir 
 

Reflections                                                         

Mrs. Pearl Lennex  – Queen of Red Hat Society 
 

Pastor Dwight O. Steele, Sr.  –  Family 
 

Ms. Kathy Burton-Bell  
 

Silent Reading of Obituary                               Soft Music 
 

Memorial Video Tribute                         “Perfect Peace” – Marvin Sapp 
 

Selection                                                             The Concert Choir 
 

Eulogy                                                                Pastor A. Paul Paige 
 

The Recessional                                                 The Concert Choir 

                                     “In The Name of Jesus (Victory)”   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Fallen Limb 
 

A limb has fallen from the family tree. 

I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me.” 

Remember the best times, the laughter, the song.  

The good life I lived while I was strong. 

 

Continue my heritage, I'm counting on you.  

Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through.  

My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest. 

Remembering all, how I truly was blessed. 
 

Continue traditions, no matter how small. 

Go on with your life, don't worry about falls. 

I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin. 

Until the day comes we're together again. 

 

Author Unknown 

 

“Gone from Our Touch  

But Never Our Hearts.”  
Our Final Glimpse 

 

 

INTERMENT   

Greenlawn Memorial Gardens   

3920 Airline Blvd. 

Chesapeake, VA 23321 



 

The Legacy Lives 
On . . .  

Always in 
Our Hearts 

The Love of  
Family  

The Legacy of Our Matriarch 

On Friday morning, July 20, 2018, God called His devoted servant to her well-earned 

 reward.  Mrs. Fannie Mae Porter, affectionately known as “Ma Fannie,” was 

  born on October 27, 1922 in Richmond County, NC to the late Robert and Mary 

 Steele. She obtained her early education in the North Carolina School System.  

 Ma Fannie was married to Winborne Porter, who preceded her in death in 1992. 

Ma Fannie was a very faithful member of New First Baptist Church of Taylorsville  

 until her death.  She was active in The Concert/Combined Choir, having served 

 as the secretary and president for many years.  She was founder and president of 

 The Crusaders Chorus, and was a founding mother of The Angelic Voices.   

 Ma Fannie was a member of the Widows Ministry, and was an original member 

 of “The Dewdrops from Heaven” services, that was  started by her brother and 

 pastor, the late Rev. Dr. T. Melvin Steele.  She was an original member of The 

 Breakfast Club that met before early morning service.  She was an avid supporter 

 of The New Horizons Musical Group, and could often be seen at their concerts. 

Ma Fannie had a distinguished career in sales, starting at Home Furniture Store in  

 Portsmouth, VA.  She then advanced to insurance sales, attaining management 

 level and the title of “Miss Universal” for her outstanding sales records.  After   

 retirement, she went back to school for nursing assistance.  This career move was 

 instrumental in allowing her to care for her brother, the late Rev. Dr. Roger S. Steele. 

For many years, Ma Fannie was a member of The Red Hat Society’s Sassy Snappers, and  

 recently became a member of the High Steppers.  She was also a participant of Joseph 

 Parker Community Exercise Class.  She loved traveling, thoroughly enjoyed cooking 

 and catering, and loved for others to have a seat at her table.  Ma Fannie was well 

 known for her yock, sweet potato and apple jacks.  She was an Atlanta Braves base

 ball fan, and often referred to her father being a “southpaw.” 

She was predeceased by her husband, her brothers, and four children: William “Billy”  

 Porter, Ronald J. Porter, Sr., Betty Jean Stanback, and Linda B. Taylor. 

She leaves to cherish everlasting memories: her dedicated daughter, Andrea M. Singletary 

 (Kevin, Sr.), several grandchildren, great grandchildren, and a great-great grandson,   

 numerous nieces, nephews, and friends.   

She will be missed by her in-home caregiver, Kevin Eaton (grandson), who was by her side 

 daily.  She will also be missed by her caring companion, Marshall “Sonnie” Dockery; 

 adopted daughter, Kathy Burton-Bell; and her two devoted granddaughters, 

 Shanequa M. Vass and Amber M. McGill, who helped to care for her during her  

 illness. The legacy lives on …….  
 

 

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount  

up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”  
 

 Isaiah 40:31 KJV 

Ma Fannie 

Fannie  & Sonnie  



 

In Memory  of Grandma 
It’s always sad but comforting 

To silently recall 

Your smile and dear familiar face 

So loved by one and all 

For the world may keep turning 

And change from day to day 

But precious memories of you 

Will never fade away 

And here’s hoping that this message 

Which carries so much love 

Will somehow find its way to you 

In heaven up above 

It’s to let you know, dear Grandma 

That, although you are at rest 

You’ll live forever in the hearts 

Of those who loved you best. 

(Author Unknown) 

 

 

 

 

A Tribute to My Momma 
Momma, oh how I’ll miss calling your 

name.  Momma, I watched how you loved 

in the face of adversity.  How you never 

gave up, even when it seemed your world 

was going to crumble.  Momma, I saw 

how you  cared for each of your children, 

how you showed us unwavering love.  

How you cared for children you didn’t 

even birth.  Your spirit of giving was  

unmatchable.  You sowed hours of  time in  

taking care of  those  who couldn’t  care for themselves.  You sat at  

others’ bedside, feeding them, praying, and serving them. 
 

Momma, I watched your overwhelming strength, as you buried child after 

child.  As the links in the family chain fell away, you never turned your 

back on God.  You allowed Him to use you every day and every night, 

praying to walk in His will.  You continued to honor Him and serve Him.  

Though your mind was fading, you NEVER forgot our Father.  I’d listen 

to you call out to Him, for His grace and His mercy. 
 

A broken heart, at the thought of not seeing you here again, and a river of 

tears flow.  But I know, Momma, I know you are safe in the Master’s 

arms.  Now I understand why I kissed you over and over the night before 

God called you home.  I will carry your love in my heart forever, and as 

the mending starts, I’ll remember your everlasting words, “Good things 

come to those that wait.”  Yes, Momma, you have waited, and you are 

now basking in the good things.   
 

My momma, the matriarch: the torch is now passed to me.  Your life, love, 

and legacy will live on.  If I can be half the woman, the servant, the  

mother that you were, your work will not have been in vain.  I’ll love you 

forever and will stand until my time comes.  Rest on, Momma, rest on.   
 
 

Andrea M. Singletary (Daughter) 


