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Sunday Worship @ 9:30am 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, Sept. 2nd during worship 

Good Old Days Community Service @ Trinity 
Sunday, Sept. 9th @ 9:30am 

Mission Team Sticky Bun Sale following worship 

Bible Explorers Class 
Saturday, Sept. 15th, 9am & 10am 

Celebrate Sunday School begins 
Sunday, Sept. 16th during worship 

Confirmation Classes begin 

Sunday, Sept. 16th, 11am-1pm for 6th grade & up 

Transition Workshop 

Saturday, Sept. 29th, 9:30am-2:30pm 

The Life of the Apostle Paul Video 

Sept. 30th following worship 

TLCW Potluck following video 



A Renewed Spirit 

What is it that moves you? What do you 
get passionate about? We can all be caught in a 
rut from time to time and it is a great reminder 
that we are not there alone. The Psalms were 
written as prayers and meant to be sung. You 

are probably aware of Psalm 51 and the way we use it in Liturgy: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. (Psalm 51:10) 

Sometimes we all need this prayer to help renew us and 
lead us to whatever God is calling us to next. Congregations are 
no different. I have talked about the Tune-In process a little over 
the last year as we walked through the Rise-Up Campaign for the 
synod. A great team has been established and we will begin 
walking through the process as we look towards the future of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. The Tune-In process is an intentional 
process to listen to where God is calling us as a congregation to 
move forward in our proclamation of the gospel. There will be 
opportunities to listen to others in the congregation as well as the 
community. There will be three webinars that we watch and we 
will meet on a regular basis. 

This is one way that we are in the process of praying for a 
new and right spirit within the life of Trinity Lutheran. Another 
way is to invite others to join the journey with us. Each and every 
member of Trinity is responsible for sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. As you share this Good News, you can invite your 
friends and family to come and experience Trinity Lutheran and 
witness what we are doing as God’s hands and feet in the world.  

I pray that you and your families had a great summer and 
are now ready to return to school and a schedule that is a little 
easier to follow. Make sure that you schedule Trinity into your 
time this year as we reconnect and are instilled with a new and 
right spirit.  

Peace, 
Pastor Alex 



Transition Workshop: 
Preparing for Death 

Sept. 29th, 9:30am-2:30pm @ Trinity 
 
 Discussing end-of-life decisions 
is difficult. However, it becomes much easier when plans are 
made ahead of time. This 5-hour workshop is open to the 
community. At least four speakers will be presenting on different 
areas of need and concern. Attorney Tom McGovern will talk 
about wills, trusts, power of attorney, and medical directives. Ann 
Escandon, a Thrivent Financial planner, will talk about the need 
for life insurance, long term care and ways to leave a legacy that 
represents your values. Trent Peshak, from Rewalt-Peshak Funeral 
Home, will talk about what’s involved in cremation or burial. Rev. 
Alexander Steward, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, will talk 
about planning a memorial or funeral service that celebrates the 
life of the deceased. There will be opportunities for asking 
questions, and you will be provided with tools to start planning. 
 Participants will receive many valuable handouts to take 
home to facilitate discussion with their families. Lunch will be 
provided. This workshop is being sponsored by Trinity Lutheran 
Church and supported by Thrivent Financial. 
 Participants in our past Transition Workshop have said it 
was really helpful and some are returning and bringing family or 
friends. Please register by September 22nd by calling Trinity 
Lutheran Church @ (586) 727-7270. 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks! 

 Join us on Sunday, Sept. 2nd for the annual 
Blessing of the Backpacks. All students are 
encouraged to bring their backpacks to church and 

receive a blessing for the coming year. Adults are welcome to 
bring their bags as well and be included in the blessing. 



The life of the Apostle Paul… 

 Many of our Sunday lessons are contributed to the letters 
written by the Apostle Paul. Join us following worship on Sunday, 
Sept. 30th for a video on The Life of the Apostle Paul with Rick 
Steves. Following the viewing, the TLCW will be sponsoring a 
potluck. Bring your favorite dish to share and join us for great 
morning of learning about the Apostle Paul and wonderful food! 
 

 
Bike Ministry Update 

¶ We recently provided bikes for a family with 5 children 
who were on their way camping and the kids all needed 
bikes. 

¶ We delivered 15 kids bikes to Samaritan’s House in Romeo 
for a back to school event for foster children. 

¶ We are looking for a place to donate 10 adult bikes. 

Thanks to all who have donated bikes this summer! 
 

 

Yearly Outreach Organization 
meeting…Tuesday, August 28  

@ Tim Horton’s @ 7pm 

 

Bring any ideas you have that Trinity Outreach could focus 
on this year. We are open to any idea that you are passionate 
about. 



Celebrate Sunday School 

 All families are invited to join us for the kick-
off of Celebrate Sunday School. Celebrate will start 
back up on Sept. 16th during worship, and we will 
celebrate with a special coffee hour following worship. 
 

 

Confirmation classes begin… 

 Confirmation classes will begin monthly on Sept. 16th from 
11am-1pm. All students, 6th grade or older, are invited to 
participate. Parents are asked to attend the beginning of the first 
class. Information should be coming to you in the mail by the 
beginning of the month. If you have not heard anything, please 
contact Pastor Alex. 
 

Bible Explorers Class 

 All youth, pre-K & up are invited to our Bible 
Explorers Class on Saturday, September 15th. For 
those in 1st grade or younger that have not received a 
beginners Bible, you are invited to attend @ 9am. 

Those in 2nd grade or older that have not received an adventure 
Bible, you are invited to attend @ 10am. Bibles will be presented 
on Sunday, Sept. 16th during worship. 
 

 

Food pantry needs… 

Boxed potatoes, Hamburger Helper, snack pack pudding cups, 
instant oatmeal, pancake mix/syrup, after school snacks for 

children, cans of frosting, assorted flavors jellies/jams, peanut 
butter. Please place items in the box at the rear church entrance 

and thank you to all who have donated! 
  



Good Old Days Community Worship Service 

 On Sunday, September 9th Trinity will once again host the 
Good Old Days Community Worship Service @ 9:30am. 
Participating congregations include First United Methodist 
Church, First United Church of Christ and Trinity. All are 
encouraged to join us as we worship together with our neighbors 
in Christ.  
 

 

Mission Team Sticky Bun Sale… 

 On Sunday, September 9th our Mission Team will be selling 
sticky buns to support the Kids Against Hunger Food Packing 
Event to be held in November.  
 

 



 

If you had $250 to use for a good cause,  
what would you do? 

This is a great question for all of you to ask…..because we 
have $250 Action Cards to be used for church, community and 
outreach projects. 

Thrivent Action cards are a way for the Thrivent Company 
to share profits with their customers. Many members of Trinity 
have products with Thrivent including life insurance and 
retirement savings, etc. We have action cards to use, but need 
your help in getting ideas. 

Some past examples: 

Money for mission team fundraisers (taco dinner, Blakes, etc.) 

¶ Kids Against Hunger support 
¶ Purchased Trinity Lutheran Church road signs 
¶ Purchased raffle items for cancer patient fundraiser 
¶ Provided food during a litter pick up event 
¶ Paid for the Trinity Endowment Fund Tree Board in fellowship 

hall. 
¶ Bought supplies to fix up bikes for the bike ministry. 
¶ Paid for school supplies for kids in need. 
¶ Bought food for the backpack blessing program. 
¶ Purchased food items for McREST. 
¶ Provided fleece for blanket tying event to give to children’s 

hospital. 
¶ Supplied the “care bears” to take when we visit people we are 

praying for. 

If you have an idea please contact Becky Stuart at 586-
727-1490 or email rstuart4@comcast.net. 

mailto:rstuart4@comcast.net


Masons sponsor Michigan 
Child ID Program 

Once again this year the 
Richmond Masons will sponsor the 
Michigan Child ID Program.  This program 

is underwritten by the Grand Lodge of Michigan for the purpose 
of providing parents/guardians with a thumb drive of information 
collected on each child.   

Also provided is a dental type bite kit that not only shows 
dental pattern, but captures DNA from saliva.  The dental kit can 
be stored in the kitchen freezer.  Information collected on the 
thumb drive includes certain identifiable questions only the child 
and parent would know.  The process takes about 10 minutes for 
each child.  Once the information is saved on the thumb drive, the 
private information is erased from the computer.   

While it is hoped these items are never needed, should the 
need arise it can help law enforcement personnel. The program is 
free and is scheduled to be at the Richmond Good Old Days on 
Saturday, Sept. 8th, noon to 6pm. For questions, call Mark Zink @ 
(586) 430-1466. 
 

 

Preparing for MCREST 
 

Before we know it, we will be hosting MCREST. We will 
welcome 30 gentlemen from Macomb county from October 21-28 
as they stay overnight with us. Be on the lookout for more 
information regarding needs and meal preparation. Our Fifth 
Sunday loose offering in September will support MCREST. If you 
have any questions, please contact Dalynn Radjewski or Leslie 
Peterson. 



Community Rewards upgraded 

 The Kroger Company has recently 
upgraded their Community Rewards 
system, and as a result, our Non-Profit 

Organization (NPO) has a new account number (NX937). Please 
reference the new number when contacting us for assistance. 
While the previous number will continue to be associated with 
Trinity, it will not be visible when enrolling. New members can 
enroll any time by searching for either the new number or by 
looking for Trinity Lutheran Church, Richmond.  

 

 
 
 

 

Dear friends, 

 Thank you to everyone for the cards, prayers, and well 
wishes during my recent rehab. Also, thank you to Pastor Alex for 
his visits. They were much appreciated! I’m so glad to be back in 
my apartment and feeling better. 

Effie Almstadt 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
To members of Trinity, 

 We want to thank those who set up tables, Sharon 
Macumber for her help, all the prayers, and Pastor Alex for his 
kind words at the funeral of Jim Plagens. 

Sincerely, 
Jim Plagens’ family 

 



Church Council Highlights… 
August 14, 2018 

1. Good Old Days Community Worship Sept. 9th 
at Trinity at 9:30am. 

2. Confirmation Camp and National Gathering were a 
success. Thanks to the many, many donations and all the 
support from the congregation. 

3. Pastor out of the office Aug. 22-24 for continuing ed. and 
Sept. 20-23 for family vacation. 

4. Council discussed re-writing the constitution. Pastor & Kyle 
to work on this process. 

5. Council promoting Simply Giving, which is a form of 
contributing directly from your bank account on a regular 
basis. 

6. Discussed 3 areas of focus for the church right now: 

¶ Finances – Slight decrease over past few months. 

¶ Attendance – Slight decrease over the summer. 

¶ Passion – Continue to seek areas where we can 
“open our arms in service to all. 

7. Discussed many options to address these areas: 

¶ Finances – Asked member, Mark Zink, who has a 
banking background, to look over the church’s 
finances to see if there are trends we can identify. 
Also discussed an “Adopt a bill” campaign for Sept. 
to help the cash flow. Bob Gorr looking into the 
possibility of renting the last 2 hallway classrooms. 

¶ Attendance – Discussed some marketing ideas 
including putting flyers around town to promote 
our church; making a video of “Why we love 
Trinity” to post on our website & Facebook page 
for others to share. 

¶ Passion – Hopefully by uniting together to build the 
attendance up and increase our giving, our passion 
for the ministry of Trinity will grow! 

 



 

 



 

 1 Shirley Dobberowsky 15 Stephanie Graham 
 3 Adam Walsh 16  Gracie Walsh 
 4 Marilyn Frank 18 Elaine Schleef 
 4 Howard Stuart 20 Lois Dimick 
 7 George Rentovich 20 Liz Gross 
 8 Leslie Peterson 20 Doug Olson 
 11 Ryan Edberg 20 Don Plonka 
 11 Milt Fistler, Jr. 21 Sandy Opalewski 
 11 Guy Walsh 21 Tanner Thompson 
 12 Carrie Buckland 23 Don Small 
 14 Caden Churchill 24 Elaine Neiman 
 14 Justin Nowak 25 Brody Carkuff 
 14 Emery Pitcel 30 Elizabeth Edberg 
     

*If anyone is missing from our list, please call Carrie 
in the church office, 727.7270. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline: 
September 14th  

  



 

Altar Flowers & Coffee Hour 
Schedule for September! 

 
 

Flowers:  Coffee Hour: 
 

Sept.  2 – The Dobberowsky’s Sept. 2 – Open 
Sept. 9 – The Field’s Family Sept. 9 – Mission Team 
Sept. 16 ς Open Sept. 16 ς Celebrate  
Sept. 23 – Open Sept. 23 – Open 
Sept. 30 – Open Sept. 30 – Potluck 

 
(Please sign up in the parish hall to provide flowers or coffee hour.) 

 

 

BLUE WATER CONFERENCE  
Prayers for… 

The ministry of St. Martin, Port Huron and 
Christ the King, Lapeer 

 

 

Thank you to… 
¶ Sharon Macumber for assisting at Jim Plagens’ funeral. 

¶ Church Council for stepping out of the box and thinking of 

new ways to do ministry. 

¶ Everyone who volunteered to take care of the flowerbeds 

around the church grounds. 

¶ Ross & Ruth Brown for working on repainting the lines in 

the parking lot. 

¶ Leonard Pitcel and Bob Gorr for helping to get the organ 

working. 



September Scripture Readings… 

The following are scripture readings 
assigned for September.  Please use these 
for your devotional time throughout the 
week, and you’ll be well-prepared for 
worship on Sunday! 

September 2, 2018 ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧ Pentecost 15  
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

September 9, 2018 ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ мс 
Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Psalm 146  
James 2:1-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

September 16, 2018 ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ м7 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

September 23, 2018 ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ му 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

September 30, 2018 
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
 



¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 

& Committee Members 

PASTOR ..………………………………… Rev. Alex Steward – 586.651.0411 
MUSIC DIRECTOR ……..…………………… Tim Edwards – 586.482.4611 

CHURCH COUNCIL ……………….…….… Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405  
 Kyle Bartels – 586.630.6578 
 Don Plonka – 586.201.9673  
 Becky Kulman – 586.855.0510 
 Tracy Walsh – 810.392.3110 
 Bob Gorr – 586.322.3802 
 Theresa Kulman – 586.996.3331 
 Judy Pitcel – 586.612.1152 
 Rhonda Hutchins – 586.246.9035 
  
ALTAR GUILD ……………………………....  Marilyn Frank – 810.523.8747 
EVANGELISM ………………………….……. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE …………..……. Nora Powers – 810.392.3497 
FAITH FORMATION ……....………….....  Marilyn Frank – 810.523-8747 
PRAYER CHAIN …………..………………….  Rosalie Rowe – 810.543.0328  
PROPERTY ……………….…..………………. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
OUTREACH TEAM ……………….…….. Theresa Kulman – 586.996.3331 
 Becky Stuart – 586.727.1490 
STEWARDSHIP…..………………..….……. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
TLCW …………….………….………..……...  Judy Tonkovich – 586.727.7643 
WORSHIP & MUSIC COMM. ………….… Vern Kulman – 586.337.0011 
YOUTH ………………………….……………………………………………………. OPEN 
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