
Tidings… 
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Sunday Worship 
9:30am 

Coffee w/Pastor @ Tim Horton’s 
Mondays @ 10am 

 
Un-decorating Day 

January 6 following worship 

8-Week Bible Study on Gospel of Luke 
Wednesdays beginning January 9 @ 7pm 

 
Bible Milestone Class 

Saturday, January 19 @ 10am 

 
Confirmation Class 

Sunday, January 20, 11am-1pm 

Annual Congregational Budget Meeting 
Sunday, January 27 following worship 

Financial Reports due Jan. 13 
 



What are your Epiphanies? 

When the [wise men] had heard the king, they 
set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. Matthew 2:9-10 

We rejoice with the wise men this year as we celebrate 

Epiphany on January 6. Usually Epiphany falls during the week and 

we do not have the opportunity to hear of the wise men’s journey 

to visit the Newborn King.  Imagine their excitement and joy when 

they knew they were headed in the right direction and their 

anticipation of who they were about to meet. It was in the star 

that their epiphany became a realization. 

How have you experienced your epiphanies? Has it been 

just one, or multiple? Perhaps, you are still waiting for that 

moment to happen. When we have those epiphanies, or a-ha 

moments, we sense God present in whatever it is we are doing or 

experiencing. God here with us now! 

As we enter this new year, what are your hopes and 

dreams? Where are you expecting God to meet you? Be cautious, 

God may meet you where you never expect and call you into 

something daring and beyond your greatest expectations. 

This is true for us as a congregation as well. While we have 

had our challenges and changes this past year, we must 

remember that God is always making all things new. We too, as a 

community, are called to look for those moments of epiphany 

that remind us that God is with us. In this we live into the hope 

and promise of Jesus Christ. May you continue to be drawn near 

to God in this new year, 

Pastor Alex 



Sign up for 2019… 

 The Altar Guild sign-up sheet for 
2019 is in the parish hall.  Sign up for your 
favorite month. If you’ve never served 
before, but are interested in serving, 
contact Marilyn Frank @ 810-523-8747. 

 

 

Annual Meeting ~ January 27 
 
 Don’t forget the Annual 
Financial/Budget Meeting is Sunday, 

January 27th following worship to approve the budget for 2019. 
Please have your budget reports into the church office by 
January 13th! 

 

 

2019 Altar Flowers… 

 The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on 
the bulletin board in the parish hall. Sign up 
for your favorite date. Cost is $25 for two 
vases. 
 

 
 

OUR BLUE WATER CONFERENCE  
Especially for… 

The ministry of St. Paul Lutheran, Imlay City 
 

 



 

26 children are enjoying the joy of Christmas! 

 Thanks to all the families who took a child’s tag for the 
Macomb County Detroit Rescue Mission. The bags were delivered 
to the mission in Roseville. As they were unpacked, they were 
sorted and the families were called to let them know their 
Christmas had arrived. What a wonderful project this was for us 
to show the joy of Christ at Christmas. The woman in charge 
wanted us to know how much they appreciate the generosity of 
Trinity. 

The Outreach Team 
 

Kindergarten supplies are piling up… 

 The Outreach Team organized another project to support 
an urban kindergarten class with school supplies. Thanks to all 
who took the time to shop and bring in the necessary supplies it 
takes for children to learn. The kindergarten class is taught by 
Emmy Tufnell who was confirmed at Trinity in 2003. She is very 
grateful for our support! 

The Outreach Team 

 

The 2019 Coffee Hour Sign-up Sheet is posted  
on the bulletin board in the parish hall.  

Sign up to volunteer! 
 



Church Council highlights  
Dec. 6, 2018 

 

 The Stewardship Drive has finished 
and 34 commitment cards were 
turned in. As a result of those cards, 
we are predicting an increase of 
$8,523. This is important for council to know as we plan 
the budget in January. We now anticipate a deficit of  
$11, 477 due to members moving, deaths, and changing 
congregations. Cards can still be turned in through the first 
of the year. 

 Discussed staffing changes to line up with our anticipated 
budget cuts. 

 The full budget is voted on at the congregational meeting 
in January. 

 Mark Zink has agreed to run for the one council seat that is 
opening due to Howard Stuart going off council. Judy Pitcel 
and Don Plonka have agreed to run again for their current 
positions. 

 

 

New council members… 

On Sunday, December 16th, Judy Pitcel, Don Plonka and 
Mark Zink were elected to Church Council for 2019-2021. We 
thank Howard Stuart for his service on Council these past six 
years, and for Judy & Don for their willingness to serve for 
another term. 

Installation of our 2019 Church Council will be held on 
Sunday, January 6th during our 9:30am worship service.  

Let us pray for these members as they fulfill their 
leadership role here at Trinity, and may God bless our 
congregation as we are led into the new year.  



Bible Study Beginning  
Wednesday, January 9th   

On Wednesdays at 7pm, we will begin 
exploring the Gospel of Luke. We are in Year C of our 

lectionary, and most of the gospel readings will come 
from Luke this year. Come and join Pastor Alex for a great 

discussion and teaching in Luke's Gospel. It is an 8-week course 
and will wrap up just before Ash Wednesday. 
 

 

Bible Milestone Class… 
Ten Commandments 

On Saturday, January 19th at 10am, 
Pastor Alex will be hosting a milestone class 
on the Ten Commandments. All children in 
third grade or older, if they have not taken the class yet, are 
invited to attend. Please RSVP to the church office or Pastor Alex. 

 

 

Dear fellow Trinity members, 

 I have served as the president of church council for the last 
six years. My term on council runs out at the end of this year, as 
the church constitution has term limits. During the last six years 
we have enjoyed many positive changes and our congregation 
continues to be a bright light in our small town of Richmond as 
well as across the globe. All churches have ebbs and flows, and we 
continually experience changes. I try to look at every situation we 
encounter as an opportunity to learn and grow and discern our 
calling. Electing new leaders and keeping our mission in mind is all 
part of this process. I challenge all of us to continue to keep Trinity 
in our prayers, continue to give generously both through offering 
and special projects, and to participate in the life at Trinity. 

Howard Stuart 



Your food donations are 
appreciated! 

 
I would like to thank all of our 

area churches for the donations to the food pantry throughout 
the year, especially for the last few months when we really 
needed help.  We have had several food drives as well, so the 
pantry is well stocked now.  I will keep you informed of our 
current needs (if any), but we should be set for a few months.   
We are very grateful and truly blessed to have such a generous 
community who continues to help us serve the needs of others.  

As the world rejoices in the wonder of His birth, may you 
be blessed with a beautiful Christmas and every happiness in the 
New year. 

Michele 
Richmond Community Food Pantry 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 

January 15th! 

 
 

 
Communal Coffee continues… 

 Join Pastor Alex on Mondays from 
10am-noon at Tim Horton’s. It’s a great time 
to share any ideas or thoughts you may have, 

and a great chance to get to know him better. 



 

 1 Pastor Alex Steward 17 Ava Hill 
 2 Chris Schroudt 20 Lester Dobberowsky 
 9 Kiefer Steward 22 Lark Schutt 
 12 Kyle Bartels 23 Mary Fistler 
 12 Becky Stuart 23 Judy Tonkovich 
 12 Judy Wieber 26 Judy Pitcel 
 14 Sue Fields 28 Jennifer Hill 
 15 Kelsey Hollenbeck 29 Matthew Wernet 
 16 Karin Sasser 30 Ella Hill 

*If anyone is missing from our list, please call Carrie 
in the church office, 727.7270. 

 

 

January Altar Flowers and Coffee  
Hour Schedule:  

(Check out the new sign-up sheets for 2019 in the parish hall.)  

Flowers:  Coffee Hour: 
 

Jan. 6-OPEN Jan. 6-OPEN 
Jan. 13-OPEN Jan. 13-OPEN 
Jan. 20- Lester’s birthday. Jan. 20-OPEN 
Jan. 27-OPEN Jan. 27-OPEN 

 
**Please place flower envelopes in Rhonda Hutchins’ mail slot at church 

or put in offering plate marked with your name. 
Cost is $25 for two vases.  Thank you! 

  

 



Dear Church Council & Members of Trinity, 

It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter to inform you 
of my resignation as your church secretary effective January 31, 
2019. I realize that the church is going through a hard time 
financially, and that I have been contemplating retirement within 
the next year or so. Given this information, I feel that God is 
leading me to this next phase in my life 
which is retirement, and perhaps helping in 
other places or situations. 

When I began working here in 
January 1990, I never imagined how much I 
would love my job. The people of Trinity have 
been like a second family to me. I love you all 
and will miss seeing and talking with you. 
The Church Council has always been very fair with me, and I have 
always tried to do my best to serve the congregation as if I were 
serving God Himself. I pray that He will lead me where He wants 
me to be. One thing I have learned over this past year is to trust 
Him and to look for the good in all situations. 

I also pray that God will guide and lead Trinity to prosper 
and endure hard times such as these. May God bless your ministry 
here at Trinity so that others may come to know Him and His great 
love for all people. 

Blessings to you all… 
Carrie Buckland 

 



January Scripture Readings… 

The following are scripture readings 
assigned for January.  Please use these for 
your devotional time throughout the week, 
and you’ll be well-prepared for worship on 
Sunday! 

January 6, 2019 …………………..…………….…… Epiphany of Our Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Colossians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

January 13, 2019 ………………………………………. Baptism of Our Lord 
 Isaiah 43:1-7 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 8:14-17 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 20, 2019 …………..……………….………………………. 2 Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

January 27, 2019 …………………………………….……............ 3 Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 

 

 



Trinity’s Organization 
& Committee Members 

 
PASTOR ..………………………………… Rev. Alex Steward – 586.651.0411 
MUSIC DIRECTOR ……..…………………… Tim Edwards – 586.482.4611 

CHURCH COUNCIL  ……………….…….……. Kyle Bartels – 586.630.6578  
 Mark Zink – 586.430.1466 
 Don Plonka – 586.201.9673  
 Becky Kulman – 586.855.0510 
 Tracy Walsh – 810.392.3110 
 Bob Gorr – 586.322.3802 
 Theresa Kulman – 586.996.3331 
 Judy Pitcel – 586.612.1152 
 Rhonda Hutchins – 586.246.9035 
  
ALTAR GUILD ……………………………....  Marilyn Frank – 810.523.8747 
EVANGELISM ………………………….……. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE …………..……. Nora Powers – 810.392.3497 
FAITH FORMATION ……....………….....  Marilyn Frank – 810.523-8747 
PRAYER CHAIN …………..………………….  Rosalie Rowe – 810.543.0328  
PROPERTY ……………….…..………………. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
OUTREACH TEAM ……………….…….. Theresa Kulman – 586.996.3331 
 Becky Stuart – 586.727.1490 
STEWARDSHIP…..………………..….……. Howard Stuart – 586.839.9405 
TLCW …………….………….………..……...  Judy Tonkovich – 586.727.7643 
WORSHIP & MUSIC COMM. ………….… Vern Kulman – 586.337.0011 
YOUTH ………………………….……………………………………………………. OPEN 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to check out our website at tlcrichmond.org 
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