
“THE WORK OF GRACE” 

Satilla Baptist Church 

April 30
th

 2012 AM Service 

Pastor William Pope 

www.satillachurch.com 

pastor@satillachurch.com 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Perhaps there is no subject more sung about, or preached about or written about in 

Christian circles than grace. What is Grace? Someone has said that Grace is “God’s 

Riches at Christ Expense”. Some wonderful hymns have been written that speak of the 

work of God’s Grace. 

i. Amazing Grace 

ii. One of my favorite Hymns about Grace is “Wonderful Grace of Jesus” 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Greater than all my sin; 

How shall my tongue describe it, 

Where shall its praise begin? 

Taking away my burden, 

Setting my spirit free, 

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 

 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Reaching to all the lost, 

By it I have been pardoned, 

Saved to the uttermost; 

Chains have been torn asunder, 

Giving me liberty; 

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 

 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Reaching the most defiled, 

By its transforming power, 

Making him God's dear child, 

Purchasing peace and heaven, 

For all eternity; 

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 

 

Chorus: 

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, 

Deeper than the mighty rolling sea; 

Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain, 

All sufficient grace for even me; 

Broader than the scope of my transgressions, 

Greater far than all my sin and shame; 

O magnify the precious Name of Jesus, 

Praise His Name! 
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b. But What is Grace? How does it work in our lives? The Bible reveals to us several 

“works” of Grace 

II. SIMPLE GRACE (Common Grace) 

a. Simple Grace is given to all men everywhere. It is the kindness of God that is designed to 

lead us to repentance. 

i. Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, 

not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? Romans 2:4 

(NKJV) 

b. He is talking about the “Simple or Common Grace of God” 

i. Jesus spoke of this Grace: 

1. Matthew 5:44-45 (NKJV) 44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless 

those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 

who spitefully use you and persecute you,45 "that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

ii. Paul spoke of it in Lystra after performing a miracle and the natives begin to try 

to worship him: 

1. Acts 14:15-17 (NKJV) 15 and saying, "Men, why are you doing these 

things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you 

that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who 

made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 16 

"who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own 

ways. 17 "Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that 

He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our 

hearts with food and gladness." 

iii. Perhaps one of the best descriptions of “Simple Grace” is when Paul preached to 

the Athenians: 

1. Acts 17:22-30 (NKJV) 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus 

and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very 

religious; 23 "for as I was passing through and considering the objects 

of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE 

UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without 

knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 "God, who made the world and 

everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 

temples made with hands. 25 "Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as 

though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all 

things. 26 "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to 

dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed 

times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 "so that they should seek 
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the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though 

He is not far from each one of us; 28 "for in Him we live and move and 

have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are 

also His offspring.' 29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we 

ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, 

something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 "Truly, these times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent,   

c. If you have ever felt a cool breeze blow through your hair, felt the warmth of the sun on 

your face, looked into the eyes of your child, experienced the love between a man and a 

woman, watched sunrise or sit outside and gazed up into the black night sky at a full 

moon or a sky full of stars, then you have been experienced the work of “Simple Grace” 

designed to bring us to a realization of the presence of God.  

III. SAVING GRACE 

a. Perhaps the most talked about Grace is the Work of Grace called “Saving Grace”. This is 

the Work of Grace whereby God first of all draws us to Himself through the Gospel and 

then as we receive the message of the Gospel forgives us of our sins and imparts unto us 

His own righteousness. The Bible describes the work of Saving Grace like this: 

i. Ephesians 2:1-11 (NKJV) 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 

and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 

sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 

and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 

His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of 

works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should 

walk in them.  

ii. Titus 2:11-14 (NKJV) 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for 

the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless 

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
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b. Saving Grace is God’s Redemptive work of taking sinful man and making him a saint of 

God. We cannot earn this nor can we attain it. It is God’s free gift. 

IV. SECURING GRACE 

a. Not only are we saved by the Grace of God, but we are kept by the Grace of God 

i. Romans 5:1-2 (NKJV) 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

ii. 1 Peter 5:12 (NKJV) 12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I 

have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of 

God in which you stand. 

b. This is the Work of Grace John Newton was referring to when he penned the verse to 

Amazing Grace that says: “Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead 

me home.” 

c. Just as we cannot save ourselves by our own efforts we cannot keep ourselves by our own 

efforts, we are kept by the Work of Grace------“Securing Grace” 

V. SANCTIFYING GRACE 

a. God’s Grace also works within us to cleanse us of sin and purify us to serve God in this 

life after our initial conversion and as a part of the working out of our salvation.  

i. Titus 2:11-14 (NKJV) 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for 

the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless 

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

ii. 1 Corinthians 15:10-11 (NKJV) 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 

His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 

all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  

VI. SERVING GRACE 

a. We are not saved by our own power, we are saved by Saving Grace, We are not kept by 

our own power, we are kept by Securing Grace, we do not cleanse ourselves by our own 

power, we are cleansed by Sanctifying Grace, and we do not work for God in our own 

power we work for Him by and through His Serving Grace. 

i. Ephesians 4:7-12 (NKJV) 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to 

the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, 

He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men." 9 (Now this, "He ascended"--

what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the 

earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 

heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some to be 

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for 
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the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ, 

ii. 1 Peter 4:10-11 (NKJV) 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let 

him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 

ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

VII. SUSTAINING GRACE 

a. The Work of Grace given to us to carry us through special times of need or trails. 

i. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NKJV) 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by 

the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a 

messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning 

this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And 

He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 

reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong. 

b. How many parents would react as our Heavenly Father reacted to His child Paul’s 

request? Paul had a painful “thorn” in his flesh, and a bully from Hell beating him up 

every day. Shouldn’t God have taken the thorn out and ran the bully from Hell off? Isn’t 

that what we would do? But what does God do? He gives Paul Grace! Oh the power of 

Grace! God, whose ways are higher than our ways, sometimes does not spare us from 

pain or trouble, but through and in the midst of the trial, He gives us His Grace! 

i.  Hebrews 4:14-16 (NKJV) 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 

confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 

therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

a. Let God’s Grace work in your life. His Simple Grace Reveals Him, His Saving Grace 

Redeems us. His Securing Grace Keeps Us. His Sanctifying Grace Cleanses Us. His 

Serving Grace Empowers Us. His Sustaining Grace Comforts and Strengthens Us. 


