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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Mathew 27:22 

II. THE GREATEST QUESTION 

a. A Pressing Question 

i. Jesus is a fact of History (Josephus) 

b. A Pertinent Question 

i. Jesus claimed to be the Son of God (John 19:6-7) 

ii. If He claimed to be the Son of God we must respond to that 

claim 

iii. Liar, Lunatic or Lord (C.S. Lewis) 

1. C. S. Lewis, who was a professor at Cambridge University 

and once an agnostic, understood this issue clearly. He 

writes: 

a. I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the 

really foolish thing that people often say about 

Him: "I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 

teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God." 

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who 

was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus 

said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 

either be a lunatic -on a level with the man who 

says he is a poached egg- or else he would be the 

Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 

this man was, and is, the son of God: or else a 

madman or something worse. You can shut Him 

up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a 

demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him 
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Lord and God. But let us not come up with any 

patronizing nonsense about His being a great 

human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He 

did not intend to. 

c. A Personal Question 

i. You must decide what to do with Jesus 

III. VOICES THAT CONFRONTED PILATE 

a. Voice of Reason (v.18) 

i. Pilate was a man who knew people. 

ii. C. S. Lewis quote, Liar Lunatic or Lord 

b. Voice of a Loved One (19) 

i. His wife warned him. 

ii. Do you have a loved one warning you and speaking to you 

about Jesus? 

1. Praying mother or father or grandparent, brother or 

sister, or wife or husband? 

c. Voice of Conscience (23-24) 

i. He knew in his heart that Jesus was innocent. 

d. Voice of Jesus 

i. “You are a king then?” Pilate asked. “You say that I’m a king,” 

Jesus replied. “I was born for this, and I have come into the 

world for this: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the 

truth listens to My voice.” John 18:37 (HCSB) 

ii. Every time you hear the Word of God preached or you read 

the Bible you are hearing the Voice of Jesus 

IV. VALUES THAT CONFORMED PILATE 

a. Public Opinion (20) 
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i. And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas 

unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to 

be crucified. Mark 15:15 (KJV) 

ii. Are you ashamed of Jesus? 

1. Example of woman on back row afraid to come forward 

b. Pride  

i. He went back into the • headquarters and asked Jesus, “Where 

are You from?” But Jesus did not give him an answer. 10 So 

Pilate said to Him, “You’re not talking to me? Don’t You know 

that I have the authority to release You and the authority to 

crucify You?” John 19:9-10 (HCSB) 

c. Position and possessions 

i. From that moment • Pilate made every effort to release Him. 

But the Jews shouted, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar’s friend. Anyone who makes himself a king opposes 

Caesar!” John 19:12 (HCSB) 

V. VERDICT THAT CONDEMNED PILATE 

a. He tried to ignore Jesus 

i. Then • Pilate came out to them and said, “What charge do you 

bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man 

weren’t a criminal, we wouldn’t have handed Him over to you.” 

31 So Pilate told them, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him 

according to your law.” John 18:29-31 (HCSB) 

b. He tried to Shift the decision to someone else 

i. When • Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 

Finding that He was under • Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him 
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to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those days. Luke 

23:6-7 (HCSB) 

ii. Pilate voted present. 

c. He sought to simply admire Jesus (22-23) 

i. Pilate called together the • chief priests, the leaders, and the 

people, 14 and said to them, “You have brought me this man as 

one who subverts the people. But in fact, after examining Him 

in your presence, I have found no grounds to charge this man 

with those things you accuse Him of. 15 Neither has • Herod, 

because he sent Him back to us. Clearly, He has done nothing 

to deserve death. 16 Therefore I will have Him whipped and 

[then]release Him.” Luke 23:13-16 (HCSB) 

d. He sought to remain neutral. (24) 

i. He said I will not make a decision, you make the decision I am 

finished with the whole affair. I wash my hands of you. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

a. What about you and I today? Jesus is before us. What will we do with 

Him? Hear the testimony: 

i. John the Baptist the Preacher of Righteousness 

1. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 

the world. John 1:29 (KJV) 

ii. Simon Peter the Fisherman 

1. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. Matt 16:16 

(KJV) 

iii. John the Apostle 

1. 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the 
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beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 

John 1:1-3  

2. (KJV)And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 

(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

(KJV) 

iv. Thomas the Doubter 

1. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and 

my God John 20:28 (KJV) 

v. Martha the mourner 

1. She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 

Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.     

John 11:27 (KJV) 

vi. Angel 

1. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11 (KJV) 

b. What about His enemies? 

i. Pharisees the Self Righteous ones 

1. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This 

man receiveth sinners,….Luke 15:2 (KJV)  

2. Aren’t you glad He does? 

ii. Caiaphas, the High Priest, Why do you want Him crucified? 

1. We have a law,” the Jews replied to him, “and according 

to that law He must die, because He made Himself to be 

the Son of God.” John 19:7 (HCSB) 

iii. Roman Centurion the Battle hardened Soldier 
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1. And when the centurion, which stood over against him, 

saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, 

Truly this man was the Son of God. Mark 15:39 (KJV) 

iv. Judas the Betrayer: 

1. Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 

blood. Matt 27:4 (KJV) 

v. Pilate the Crafty Politician 

1. Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 

Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I 

find no fault in him John 19:4 (KJV) 

vi. Demon of Hell: 

1. Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou 

Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know 

thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. Mark 1:24 (KJV) 

c. What about someone from today? 

i. Jason Kidd, who is seated right back there, gave his life to Jesus 

back in November. I have asked his permission to read this 

Facebook Message he sent me back in Feb after a sermon on 

love where he speaks of the change Jesus has made in his life: 

1. “When the Lord touched my heart a few months ago, it 

filled me with so much love and compassion, and though 

it was hard for me to understand where all this love 

came from and why, tonight you made it perfectly clear 

to me. It is God's love! It made it possible for me to truly 

love myself as well as others, and to have patience, 

understanding and compassion for others. It is the 

greatest feeling I have ever felt. And since He touched 



“WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH JESUS?” 

MATHEW 27:22 

Satilla Baptist Church 

March 25, 2012, AM Service 

Pastor William Pope 

www.satillachurch.com 

pastor@satillachurch.com 

References: “What will you do with Jesus?” Sermon by Dr. Adrian Rogers 

 

my heart, I have been looking at the world and people 

through a completely different set of eyes and mindset. I 

have actually found myself praying for the people that 

have done me wrong, instead of being angry at them. 

I've found myself truly compassionate for those with 

problems, needs or going through hard times. I've found 

my family life becoming better than it has ever been. I 

can feel God's love flowing through me all the time! Just 

like you said tonight.”---Jason Kidd 

d. What about you my friend? What will you do with Jesus? 


