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I. MINISTRY OF PETER AND PAUL 
a. Chapters 1-12 Ministry of Peter 
b. Chapters 13-28 Ministry of Paul 
c. Ministry to the Gentiles (13:44-47, 15:1-21) 
d. Paul and Silas vs Barnabas and John Mark (15:36-41 
e. John Mark’s Replacement: Timothy is mentioned (16:1-2), 

Jewish Mother and Greek Father. 
i. Circumcised: See Notes. 

f. Macedonian Call “Come over and Help us” Conversion of 
Lydia 

g. Forbad to preach the Gospel in Asia 
i. God had a plan and place for ministry.  

h. He found where those seeking God were meeting. 
i. “Lord opened her heart” 

II. PAUL AND SILAS ENCOUNTER RESISTANCE 
a. THEIR CRIME (16-21) 

i. Freed a captive soul from bondage and oppression. 
ii. “Python” Spirit. From Greek Word used to describe the 

Oracle at Delphi 
iii. This angered those who were using her for their own 

profit. 
iv. Why did Paul wait so long? 
v. Gospel frees those who are oppressed, but often angers 

those who are oppressing. 

b. THEIR PUNISHMENT (22-24) 
i. Condemned by the crowd (multitudes rose up) 
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ii. Convicted by the authorities (commanded them to be 
beaten) 

iii. Beaten with rods 
iv. Inner prison with feet in stocks. 
v. Picture of this prision. 

1. Human excrement, lice, damp, moans of the 
prisoners.  

c. WHAT THEY DID (25) 
i. What they Faced: 

1. Condemned Openly 
2. Arrested 
3. Beaten Physically. 
4. Thrown into prison. 
5. Feet in Chains 

ii. Without Light 
iii. In Physical Pain 
iv. Cannot move 
v. Uncertain future 

vi. Environment is terrible 
1. Stinks 
2. Terrible company 

vii. Midnight; The darkest point. Halfway between yesterday 
and tomorrow.  

1. They are in prison, sore, in stocks, awaiting an 
uncertain fate. 

2. They had to make a choice which way they would 
go. 

3. Argue with each other. Blame God for their 
situation. Be Bitter and angry, Or they could Pray 
and Sing Hymns to God. 

viii. Prisoners were listening to them. When the church 
catches on fire, the community will come to watch it 
burn.  

ix. Roma 5:10 (NKJV) For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life. 11 And not only [that], but we also rejoice in 



God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received the reconciliation.  

x. Phil 4:4 (NKJV) Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will 
say, rejoice! 

xi. PSALM 98, 150 
xii. PSALM 63 (lift up my hands)  

xiii. Psal 134:1 (NKJV) Behold, bless the Lord, All [you] 
servants of the Lord, Who by night stand in the house 
of the Lord! 2 Lift up your hands [in] the sanctuary, 
And bless the Lord.  

xiv. 1Tim 2:8 (NKJV) I desire therefore that the men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting; 

xv. It is time to Praise the Lord. During our worship 
time.  

1. Talking or Praising? 
2. Fellowshipping or Worshiping? 

 
 

d. WHAT GOD DID (26) 
i. Earthquake-Men were doing what they could do-pray and 

sing at midnight-God then did what only He could do-A 
Great Earthquake. 

ii. We must be faithful to do what we can do.  
iii. Luke 19:17 (NKJV) "And he said to him, `Well [done], 

good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, 
have authority over ten cities.'   

iv. When we do what we can do God does what only He can 
do.  

1. Only God can save the lost, but only you can 
witness to the lost. 

2. Only God can give increase to the Word preached, 
but only I can preach the Word. 

3. Only God can use your song to touch a heart, but 
only you can sing that song. 

4. Only God can send revival to our church, but only 
we can come into this place to worship. 

5. When we do what we can do, God will do what 
only He can do. 

v. Foundations were shaken 



1. Loosing of the captive 
2. Setting free of the Bound. 
3. Only God can break the strongholds that are in 

people’s lives.  
 

e. WHAT THOSE AROUND THEM DID (27-30) 
i. He awoke from sleep. “Brethren see poor sinners round 

you, slumbering on the brink of woe. Death is coming, 
Hell is moving, can you bear to let them go?”  It takes 
the power of God to awaken the sleeping sinner.  

ii. A different type of man. Paul as a Christian did the 
unexpected, He did not flee, but remained in his cell. He 
was not selfish,  

iii. Gala 2:20 (NKJV) "I have been crucified with Christ; it 
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
[life] which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  

iv. 1Cor 13:4 (NKJV) Love suffers long [and] is kind; love 
does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed 
up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

 
III. WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 

a. Saved from what? 
i. He realized he was lost. Only God can bring a lost sinner 

to the realization that he is lost. That is why it is so 
important for the Power of God to be present in our 
services and in our lives. 

b. What is the answer? 
i. Good works? 

1. Ephe 2:8 (NKJV) For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; [it] 
[is] the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.  

2. Gala 2:16 (NKJV) "knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law but by faith in 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ 



and not by the works of the law; for by the works 
of the law no flesh shall be justified.  

ii. Religion? 
1. Phil 3:4 (NKJV) though I also might have 

confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he 
may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 
[of] the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 
concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, 
these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I 
also count all things loss for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 
in Him, not having my own righteousness, which 
[is] from the law, but that which [is] through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by 
faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death,  

iii. The Answer: 
1. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
2. Roma 10:8 (NKJV) But what does it say? "The 

word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" 
(that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that 
if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

3. Example of W. A. Criswell? 
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