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I. INTRODUCTION 
a. David is fleeing Jerusalem after Absalom rebellion and capture of the 

city. 
b. Biblical Thoughts on Friendship 

i. A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a 
friend who sticks closer than a brother. Prov 18:24 (NKJV) 

ii. Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their labor. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to 
help him up. 11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm; But how can one be warm alone? 12 Though one may be 
overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken. Eccl 4:9-12 (NKJV) 

iii. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life 
for his friends. John 15:13 (NKJV) 

II. HEARTFELT FRIENDS (15:18-22) 
a. Story of Ittai the Gittite 
b. Quote: “A friend is a person who comes in when the whole world goes 

out.” 
c. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 

things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you 
nor forsake you." 6 So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I 
will not fear. What can man do to me?" Heb 13:5-6 (NKJV) 

d. A Faithful Friend.  
e. One of the best gifts you can give as a friend is to simply be there for 

your friend.  
III. HUMBLE FRIENDS (15:23-28) 

a. Story of Zadok and Abiathar the priests 
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b. Willing to go back into Jerusalem at David’s command without a 
word of question. 

c. A friend who is willing to think of you first and their welfare second 
d. Story of Luz Long and Jesse Owens Berlin Olympics 1936 

i. Jesse Owens seemed sure to win the long jump at the 1936 
games. The year before he had jumped 26 feet, 8 1/4 inches -- a 
record that would stand for 25 years. As he walked to the long-
jump pit, however, Owens saw a tall, blue eyed, blond German 
taking practice jumps in the 26-foot range. Owens felt nervous. 
……..At this point, the tall German introduced himself as Luz 
Long. "You should be able to qualify with your eyes closed!" he 
said to Owens, referring to his two jumps. For the next few 
moments the black son of a sharecropper and the white model 
of Nazi manhood chatted. Then Long made a suggestion. Since 
the qualifying distance was only 23 feet, 5 1/2 inches, why not 
make a mark several inches before the takeoff board and jump 
from there, just to play it safe? Owens did and qualified easily. 
In the finals Owens set an Olympic record and earned the 
second of four golds.  The first person to congratulate him was 
Luz Long -- in full view of Adolf Hitler. Owens never again saw 
Long, who was killed in World War II. "You could melt down 
all the medals and cups I have," Owens later wrote, "and they 
wouldn't be a platting (sic) on the 24-carat friendship I felt for 
Luz Long."   

IV. HEROIC FRIENDS (15:30-37) 
a. Hushai the Archite 
b. Story of the young Confederate spy, Sam Davis. Captured at Pulaski, 

TN and hung who would not betray his friends. 
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i. Sam Davis was a Confederate spy executed at Pulaski, 
Tennessee, for his crime. When captured by the Union army, he 
had in his possession some papers of vital importance. After 
examining the case closely, the officers in charge knew he must 
have had an accomplice in securing the papers. He was court-
martialed, led out before the scaffold and blindfolded. Then the 
officer in charge put forward a proposition: "If you will give us 
the name of the man who furnished you this information, you 
may go free." Sam Davis did not hesitate in his reply, "If I had 
a thousand lives I would give them all before I would betray a 
friend." 

V. HELPFUL FRIENDS (17:27-28) 
a. These three men were nobodies who became somebody’s in the life of 

David.  They walked in when most everyone else walked out.  When 
they came, they came in at the right time and they came with exactly 
what David needed.  Let’s look at these men a little closer. 

i. Shobi – He was an Ammonite.  His father, Nahash the king of 
Ammon was cruel beyond words, 1 Sam. 11.  His brother 
Hunan had embarrassed David’s messengers, 2 Sam. 10.  But, 
Shobi became an ally of David and stood by him through these 
difficult days.  David had fought against his people.  But, Shobi 
did not allow the past to cloud his love for David. You are not 
limited by the failures of your family 

ii. Machir – He was the man from Lo-debar who gave shelter to 
Mephibosheth.  He was the kind of person who had a tender 
heart and seemed to want to reach out and help others.  He may 
have thought that he had already given enough, but he gave 
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more because he was David’s friend. He never forgot what 
David had done for Mephibosheth.  

iii. Barzillai – He was an old man and had plenty of money, 2 Sam. 
19:32.  He could have said, “Get someone else!  I’m old and 
I’m tired.”  But, he didn’t!  He was David’s friend and he rose 
to the challenge. When he was needed, he came and he gave to 
his friend. 

b. These men reveal the true nature of friendship.  They gave 
without being asked and they asked for nothing in return.  They 
gave out of love with no hidden agenda.  They did what they did 
because they loved David.  He was their friend and no price was 
too high and no inconvenience too great.  They did what they 
could for their friend! 

c. Notice where David is when these three some to him.  He is in a place 
called “Mahanaim”.  This is not the first time this place has been 
mentioned in the Bible.  The first time it is mentioned in during the 
life of Jacob. As Jacob returned home after 20 years in exile, the 
angels of the Lord met him in “Mahanaim”, Gen. 32:1-2.  Just 
like the angels came and ministered to Jacob; Shobi, Machir and 
Barzillai came and did angel’s work in David’s life.  Thank God 
for friends like these! 

VI. HONEST FRIENDS (19:1-8) 
a. The last friend we will consider is David’s nephew, and the 

commander of his army, Joab. During the battle to retake Jerusalem 
and to bring David back to the throne, David’s son Absalom becomes 
trapped in a tree by his hair, 2 Sam. 18:9-17; (Ill. Absalom – 2 Sam. 
14:25-26).  Joab finds him hanging there and he and his armor-bearers 
kill Absalom.  When David hears the news, he is devastated and goes 
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off by himself to mourn, 2 Sam. 18:23-33.  David is overcome with 
grief and guilt and cannot comprehend that the kingdom had been 
returned to him. 

b. When Joab hears how David is acting, he went to David and rebuked 
him for not praising the people for bringing him back to the throne.  
He reminds David that there are larger issues at stake.  David is still 
king and as king; he has a responsibility to the people.  He reminds 
David that he has a job to do!  David sees his error and goes out to 
meet the people.  Joab was a friend because he told David the truth!  
He would not stand by and watch his friend make a mistake that he 
would later regret.   

c. That is what a friend does!  They will tell you the truth about your life 
and your decisions.  They do so not to hurt you, but to help you avoid 
the pain that comes with foolish errors.  Here is what the Bible says 
about that kind of friend,  

i. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy 
are deceitful. Prov 27:6 (NKJV) 

d. David had a friend like that in Joab and he had a friend like that in 
Nathan the Prophet, 2 Sam. 12:7. If you have a friend who loves you 
enough to tell you the truth, then you are a blessed individual.   

e. Thank God that Jesus is the kind Friend Who tells us the truth!  He 
tells us that we are sinners in need of a Savior.  He warns us to avoid 
the fires of Hell. He confronts us about the way we live our lives and 
He does all this because He loves us, Rev. 3:19; Job 5:17 

VII. CONCLUSION 
a. Jesus is the Ultimate Friend: 

i. He Gave His Life to Save us 
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1. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's 
life for his friends. 14 "You are My friends if you do 
whatever I command you. 15 "No longer do I call you 
servants, for a servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I 
heard from My Father I have made known to you. John 
15:13-15 (NKJV) 

ii. His is always with us 
1. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor 

forsake you." 6 So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my 
helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?" Heb 
13:5-6 (NKJV) 

iii. He carries our burdens 
1. casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 1 

Peter 5:7 (NKJV) 
iv. He understands 

1. Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High 
Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. Heb 4:14-16 (NKJV) 

v. He meets our Needs 
1. And my God shall supply all your need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Phil 4:19 (NKJV) 
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