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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Saul is dead. David has been on the run from King Saul for several years now, but 
is poised to become King. Approximately seven bloody tragic years will pass in 
between the death of Saul and David’s becoming King over all Israel. There are 
three tragic deaths that highlight this period of intrigue, civil war, and trouble. 
First the tragic death in battle of a young man who was too eager for glory, 
Secondly, the revenge murder of a hero of Israel, and the murder of a weak king 
in his bed. Finally, we see the coronation of a new king whose house will lead 
Israel to its greatest glory. There are lessons we can learn from this time of trouble 
and transition in ancient Israel. 

II. A TALE OF TWO KINGS 2:1-11 
a. David Seeks the Lords’ Guidance (1-3) 
b. David is anointed King the 2nd Time (1st Time publicly) He would be anointed 

King a 3rd and final time in chapter 5 over all Israel, but now he is just King over 
Judah. 4 

i. Application: Reminds us that God will always “anoint” or impart His 
power to us to meet the new challenges we must face as we go through 
life 

c. David Supports the men of Jabesh Gilead who had rescued Saul’s body 4-7 
i. Application: We should recognize and remember the good that others 

do, even if we are in disagreement with them or have been enemies in 
the past. 

d. Saul’s son Ishbosheth is made King over Israel while David is King over Judah 
III. FUNERAL ONE: THE SAD DEATH OF A YOUNG SOLDIER 2:12-32 

a. Civil War in Israel 
i. The Tragedy of a Civil War 

ii. You are fighting those whom you know. 
b. Battle that begins between Abner and Joab 

i. Abner is Saul’s Commander in Chief. He is an honorable man, but a man 
of war 

ii. Joab is David’s Commander in Chief. He and his two brothers Abishai and 
Asahel were David’s half-sister Zeruiah’s three sons. So they were 
David’s nephews (1 Chronciles 2) 

c. Abner’s forces are defeated and they are in retreat. Asahel pursues Abner and we 
see the record of their pursuit in verses 20-23) 

d. Asahel is reluctantly killed (mistakenly it seems) by Abner 
i. Application: Zeal without knowledge (or wisdom) is dangerous. Asahel 

had great zeal but did not use wisdom and it cost him his life. 
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e. The Battle comes to a close. One brother is dead, two look for revenge. 
IV. FUNERAL TWO: THE SHAMEFUL MURDER OF A OLD SOLDIER 3:1-39 

a. The war continues and David gets stronger while the house of Saul gets weaker. 
(It will last seven years 2:11) 

b. Trouble in the house of Saul 6-11 
i. Application: Jealousy destroys relationships and separates friends. 

c. Abner goes over to David 
d. Joab sees his opportunity to take revenge upon Abner (Remember Abner did not 

murder Asahel but killed him in battle and only after warning him to turn away 
and not face him.) 

e. Joab deceives Abner and murders him in cold blood 26-27 
f. David is saddened and angry about the death of Abner and orders  
g. David is unable to control his nephews (37-39) 

i. Application: Sometimes it is our friends who cause us more trouble than 
our enemies.  

V. FUNERAL THREE: THE SCANDALOUS ASSASSINATION OF A WEAK 
SOVEREIGN. 
a. Abner was the force behind Ishbosheth and with his defection and death there was 

no real power left anymore in his reign. 
b. Two Army officers take matters into their hands, and sneak into the King’s 

chamber at night and murder him, cutting off his head and bringing it to David 
seeking a reward 

c. David executes the two men for assassinating the King. 
i. Application: Don’t be tempted to put someone else down in order to lift 

yourself up. 
VI. THE CORONATION OF A KING (5:1-5) 

a. The tribes of Israel anoint David King of both Israel and Judah. 
b. Reconciliation 
c. David had reigned in Hebron over Judah, seven years and six months (began @ 

30 years old) and would reign over all Israel in Jerusalem (began @ 37 years old) 
33 years.   

i. Application: Even when God promises us that something is going to 
happen, that does not mean that He will bring it to pass overnight. David 
had to wait 20 years from the time he was first promised he would be 
King of all Israel (around 17 years old) until it came to pass (when he 
was 37 years old) We must learn the lesson of patience and trusting God 
to bring His will to pass. Remember during those 20 years David had 
opportunities to “hurry things along” by killing Saul, but he refused. He 
left it in God’s hands and allowed God’s timing to work out. We must 
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learn the same lesson of patient trusting in God’s timing and trust our 
future to Him. 
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