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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. False Prophets vs True Prophets (Why this passage is important) 
1. Lamentations 2:14 Your prophets have seen for you False 

and deceptive visions; They have not uncovered your 
iniquity, To bring back your captives, But have envisioned 
for you false prophecies and delusions. 

ii. 1 Kings 22:6 
1. The story of Ahab and Miciah the Prophet of the Lord. 

II.  THE BACKGROUND AND SETTING 
a. Barnabas the Son of Encouragement, where did we first learn of him 
b. Context of the situation in the early church 
c. Everyone agreed that we are going to sell what we posses and give it 

all the Lord’s Work to have corporately.  
d. They had all made a vow that nothing they possessed was their own, 

but they had all things in common. 
III. THE SIN THEY COMMITTED 

a. “lied to the Holy Spirit” 
i. Hypocrisy 

1. MATTHEW 23 (Jesus condemns the Sin of Hypocrisy) 
2.  “Nothing is more despicable in His sight than hypocrisy, 

play acting, presenting an image of righteousness 
without reality. This is form without force—everything in 
the show window, but nothing on the shelves.” Vance 
Havner 

3. The problem with the hypocrite is that he has been 
starched and ironed, but never washed.---Adrian Rogers. 

IV. THE PRICE THEY PAID 
a. Receive the greater condemnation Matt 23:14 
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b. Example which is worse: 

i. To be robbed by a thief you do not know who breaks in your 
home 

ii. To be robbed by a person you have befriended and helped 
who has keys to your home and your security system code. 

c. We have lost our fear of God.  
V. CONCLUSION 

a. We are not talking about people who are trying but make mistakes. 
Jesus was always very gently with an honest sinner. 

b. When you are tempted to hide your good deed you must show it, 
when you are tempted to show it, you must hide it. 

c. Hypocrites should not keep you away from church. There are 
hypocrites right here today. 

i. Example: Story of famer who had wouldn’t come to church 
because he knew hypocrites in the church. Preacher going to 
his farm and buying the worst runt he had. Then telling him he 
was going to haul they runt all over the county and tell people 
that was the kind of hog he was raising over there. Farmer 
complaining it was not fair. Preacher saying, neither is it fair to 
judge the church by one hypocrite. 
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