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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. What if this life is all there is? Paul says if that is the case then “we are of men most 

miserable”? 

b. We cannot stay here in this life, in this body. We are going to die. What happens to the 

Believer when we die? 

i. 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in 

this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from 

heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we 

who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be 

unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 

Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us 

the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we 

are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not 

by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body 

and to be present with the Lord. 2 Cor 5:1-8 (NKJV) 

II. THE REALITY OF HEAVEN 

a. Is Heaven a place or a state of mind? 

b. Heaven is a real place for real people.  

c. Where is heaven? 

i. 1
st

 Heaven: See by Day 

1. 20 Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the 

firmament of the heavens." Gen 1:20 (NKJV) 

ii. 2
nd

 Heaven: See by Night 

1. 19 "And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see 

the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven 

to worship them and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to 

all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage. Deut 4:19 (NKJV) 

iii. 3
rd

 Heaven: See by Faith 

1. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do 

not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a 

one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man--

whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- 4 
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how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, 

which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 2 Cor 12:2-4 (NKJV) 

III. WHAT IS MISSING FROM HEAVEN (Rev 21:4- 

a. Tears 4 

b. Death 4 

c. Sorrow 4 

d. Crying 4 

e. Pain 4 

f. Former things 4 

g. Temple 22 

h. Sun or Moon 23 

i. Night 25  

j. Defiles (Sin) 27 

IV. WHO IS IN HEAVEN 

a. Angels (4 Cherubim, Michael, Gabriel) 

i. 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the 

living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times 

ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: "Worthy 

is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 

strength and honor and glory and blessing!" Rev 5:11-12 (NKJV) 

b. 24 Elders  

i. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-

four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their 

heads.Rev 4:4 (NKJV) 

ii. Possibly representing the church? 

c. OT Saints 

i. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 

them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they 

were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things 

declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to 

mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly 

country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has 

prepared a city for them. Heb 11:13-16 (NKJV) 

d. Church 

i. 1 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 "In 

My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I 

go to prepare a place for you. 3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
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come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 

also.John 14:1-3 (NKJV) 

e. Nations 

i.   9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 All the angels stood around the 

throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before 

the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and 

wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever 

and ever. Amen."  13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are 

these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" 14 And I said to 

him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the 

great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day 

and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 

16 "They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not 

strike them, nor any heat; 17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will 

shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes." Rev 7:9-17 (NKJV) 

f. The Lord (Rev 21:22-23) 

g. Jesus (Rev 21: 22-23) 

V. WHAT WE DO IN HEAVEN 

a. A Life of Fellowship 

i. Rev 22:4 

ii. "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 

Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.John 14:3 (NKJV) 

b. A Life of Rest 

i. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest 

from their labors, and their works follow them." Rev 14:13 (NKJV) 

ii. O land of rest, for thee I sigh! 

When will the moment come 

When I shall lay my armor by 

And dwell in peace at home? 

c. A Life of Service 

i. Rev. 22:3 

d. A Life of Growth and Learning 

i. Rev 22:2 (healing also means growth) 
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e. A Life of Worship 

i. Worship of the Lord over and over again in Revelation when we see heaven. 

VI. HOW WE GET TO HEAVEN 

a. Good people go to Heaven 

i. Who is Good? 

1. 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one Romans 3:10 

(KJV) 

ii. How can we become Good? 

1. 21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Cor 5:20-21 (KJV)+ 

2. Therefore, it was credited to him for righteousness. 23 Now it was 

credited to him was not written for Abraham alone, 24 but also for us. It 

will be credited to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from 

the dead. 25 He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification. Romans 4:22-25 (HCSB) 

3. And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 

worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had 

our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 

desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 

wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 

wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath 

quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath 

raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 

riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For 

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 

gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 

before ordained that we should walk in them. Eph 2:1-10 (KJV) 

 


