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I. INTRODUCTION 
a. It has been said that one picture is worth a thousand words. Rather 

than try to define Grace, let us go to 2 Samuel 9 and see a picture of 
Grace, perhaps the clearest picture of Grace that we can find in all of 
the Old Testament: 

II. GRACE SEEKS (v. 1) 
a. David is going to seek out someone to pour his grace out upon. He is 

not going to wait and see if someone shows up. So God seeks out 
someone to pour our His grace upon. 

i. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 

ii. 10 "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Luke 19:10 (NKJV) 

b. WHY (v.1) 
i. Promise 

1. And you shall not only show me the kindness of the 
LORD while I still live, that I may not die; 15 "but you 
shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever, no, 
not when the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies 
of David from the face of the earth." 16 So Jonathan 
made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "Let 
the LORD require it at the hand of David's enemies." 1 
Sam 20:14-16 (NKJV) 

2. 20 "And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, 
and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in 
your hand. 21 "Therefore swear now to me by the LORD 
that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and 
that you will not destroy my name from my father's 
house." 22 So David swore to Saul. And Saul went home, 
but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 1 Sam 
24:20-22 (NKJV) 
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3. God has promised all throughout Scripture that He would 
seek out the sinner and offer Him Grace and forgiveness. 

a. Let the wicked forsake his way, And the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to 
the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to 
our God, For He will abundantly pardon. Isaiah 
55:7 (NKJV) 

ii. Passion 
1. 3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he 

loved him as his own soul. 1 Sam 18:2-3 (NKJV) 
2. I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have 

been very pleasant to me; Your love to me was 
wonderful, Surpassing the love of women. 2 Sam 1:26 
(NKJV) 

3. God has a great Passion for you and I. 
a. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 
(NKJV) 

b. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, 
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 1 John 4:9-10 (NKJV) 

c. WHO? (v.3-6) 
i. Mephibosheth (one who scatters or dishonor), the crippled son 

of Jonathan 
ii. How did he get crippled?  

1. Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son who was lame in his feet. 
He was five years old when the news about Saul and 
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Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up 
and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that 
he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth. 2 
Sam 4:4 (NKJV) 

iii. This man is crippled. David surrounds himself with beautiful 
people. Yet he seeks out this crippled son of a dead prince. He 
even calls himself a “dead dog”, the lowest of insults in his day. 
(v.8) How will this cripple fit in at the palace? 

iv. God seeks out not the high and mighty but the low and weak. 
1. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, 

"Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?" 12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, 
"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. 13 "But go and learn what this 
means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 
Matt 9:11-13 (NKJV) 

2. For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen 
the weak things of the world to put to shame the things 
which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world 
and the things which are despised God has chosen, and 
the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things 
that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence 1 
Cor 1:26-29 (NKJV) 

d. WHERE? 
i. Verse 4: “Lo Debar” meaning “no pasture” or “no ability to get 

nourishment” 
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ii. God goes out and seeks us in the midst of our sin and the place 
that our sin brings us which is despair and spiritual hunger: 

1. "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you 
who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy 
wine and milk Without money and without price. 2 Why 
do you spend money for what is not bread, And your 
wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, 
and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in 
abundance. 3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, 
and your soul shall live; And I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you--The sure mercies of David. Isaiah 
55:1-3 (NKJV) 

2. I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my cry. 2He brought me up also out of an 
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock, and established my goings. 3And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall 
see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. Psalm 40:1-
3 

III. GRACE SAVES (v. 5-8) 
a. David brings Mephiboseth out of “Lo Debar” and into the King’s 

Court. 
b. Mephiboseth is humble before David. So we should be humble before 

the Lord 
c. David called him by name. God knows us by name. 

i. 3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. John 
10:3 (NKJV) 

d. David removes all of Mephiboseth’s fears. So when we come to God 
humbly in repentance He removes all of our fears. As the old Hymn 
Amazing Grace puts it: 
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i. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears reliev’d; 
How precious did that grace appear, 
The hour I first believ’d! 

e. As the Scripture records: 
i. "Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows Matt 10:31 (NKJV) 
ii. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of good 

cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." Matt 14:27 (NKJV) 
iii. 7 But Jesus came and touched them and said, "Arise, and do 

not be afraid." Matt 17:7 (NKJV) 
iv. 36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to 

the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe." 
Mark 5:36 (NKJV) 

IV. GRACE SATISFIES (v. 9-13) 
a. David assigns Ziba (one of Saul’s former servants) and his family and 

his servants to take care of Mephibosheth. Count them. That is 36 
people (v. 10). This crippled boy is going to eat at the King’s table 
and is going to have 36 people to take care of him. That’s having your 
needs met. 

b. What does God’s Grace do to us: 
i. And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My 

strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I 
will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 2 Cor 12:9 (NKJV) 

ii. And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus. Phil 4:19 (NKJV) 

iii. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to 
lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 
3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness For His name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk 
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through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And 
I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever. Psalms 23:1-6 
(NKJV) 

c. “Come and Dine” 
Jesus has a table spread 
Where the saints of God are fed, 
He invites His chosen people, “Come and dine”; 
With His manna He doth feed 
And supplies our every need: 
Oh, ’tis sweet to sup with Jesus all the time! 

• Refrain: 
“Come and dine,” the Master calleth, “Come and dine”; 
You may feast at Jesus’ table all the time; 
He Who fed the multitude, turned the water into wine, 
To the hungry calleth now, “Come and dine.” 

i.  
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