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I. INTRODUCTION 
a. History of Halloween. 

i. All Saints Day. A Day to remember the martyrs of the Faith. All Hallows 
Eve the night before All Saints Day. 

b. Take this time to remember men and women of Courage. Real Courage 
II. A CALL TO COURAGE 

a. The Christian Life is not for sissies. Jesus offered a call to Courage for those who 
would follow Him. He offered stark clear choices: 

i. 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? Matt 16:24-26 (KJV) 

ii. 25 Now great crowds were traveling with Him. So He turned and said to 
them: 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own 
life—he cannot be My disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross 
and come after Me cannot be My disciple. Luke 14:25-27 (HCSB) 

iii.  8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith 
the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 I know thy works, 
and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy 
of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 
Satan. 10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the 
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life Rev 2:8-10 (KJV) 

iv. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. Rev 12:11 
(KJV) 

III. PROFILES IN COURAGE (Four profiles in Courage, one from the OT, one from the 
NT, one from ancient times, and one from modern times: 
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a. OT-URIAH THE HITTITE (2 SAM 11) 
i. Name means “The Lord is my Light” 
ii. He was a foreigner, a Hittite. 
iii. Courage in Principle 

1. He refused to enjoy the comforts of home while the Ark of the 
Lord and his comrades where in battle in the field. 

2. Even after being made drunk by David, he still would not go 
home. 

3. He was sent back into battle and would die fighting for David. He 
died because he was a man of principle and courage. 

b. NT-STEVEN, THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARYTR. (Acts 6-7) 
i. Chosen as a Deacon, full of faith and of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:5) 
ii. Full of Faith and Power (6:8) 
iii. Victorious in the field of Spiritual Warfare (6:10) 
iv. Falsely Accused (6:11) 
v. Stephen’s Sermon (7:1-) 

1. He was prepared.  
2. He confronted their sin (7:51-53) 
3. He convicted their heart (7:54) 

vi. Full of the Holy Spirit, Had his eyes on Jesus (7:55-56) 
vii. Forgave his murderers (7:59-60) 

c. Ancient Times: POLYCARP:  
i. Studied under the  Apostle John 

ii. Lived from AD 69 – AD 155 (approx.) 
iii. Was Bishop of the Church of Smyrna, (modern Izmir, Turkey) 
iv. Refused to run away but allowed himself to be arrested during one of the 

persecutions of the church.  
v. When threatened with death if he did not recant his faith in Jesus  

Christ and confess that “Ceaser is Lord” he replied, ““Eighty and six years 
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have I served Him, and He never did me any injury: how then can I 
blaspheme my King and my Saviour?” 

vi. When threatened with fire if he did not deny Christ, Polycarp is reported 
to have replied, ““You threaten me with fire which burns for an hour, and 
after a little is extinguished, but are ignorant of the fire of the coming 
judgment and of eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly. But why 
do you tarry? Bring forth what you will.” 

vii. Polycarp was “faithful until Death” and was burned to death by the 
Romans around 155 AD. 

d. Today: IRANIAN PASTOR As reported on this link: 
i. http://www.foxnews.com/world/2011/09/28/iranian-pastor-faces-

execution-for-refusing-to-recant-christian-faith/ 
ii. Iranian 32 year old pastor, Youcef Nadarkhani sits in an Iranian jail 

condemned to death for his failure to renounce his Christian faith.  
iii. Here is an excerpt from the report about Youcef from the Fox News story 

above:  

When asked to repent, Nadarkhani stated: "Repent means to return. 
What should I return to? To the blasphemy that I had before my faith 
in Christ?" 

"To the religion of your ancestors, Islam," the judge replied, according 
to the American Center for Law & Justice. 

"I cannot," Nadarkhani said.  

iv. Think of how those words echo Uraiah’s Steven’s and Polycarp’s.: “I 
cannot” 

IV. CONCLUSION 
a. As we remember the courage of those who have truly suffered for their Christian 

faith, we as American Christians should hang our heads in shame when we think 
of how we do not require the threat of fire or death to dissuade our service to 
our Lord, just someone to hurt our feelings a little at church, or some dustup to  
occur and we are ready to throw in the towel.  
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b. “Have Courage”.  Serve Jesus in good times and bad times. Remember those 
who have shown “Real Courage” and follow Jesus and let the words of this Hymn 
be our prayer and rallying call: 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Tho' none go with me, I still will follow, 
Tho' none go with me I still will follow, 
Tho' none go with me, I still will follow; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 
 My cross I'll carry, till I see Jesus; 
My cross I'll carry till I see Jesus, 
My cross I'll carry till I see Jesus; 
No turning back, No turning back. 
 
The world behind me, the cross before me, 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
 


