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I. DEALING WITH DEATH: “Yea Though I Walk Through The Valley Of The 

Shadow Of Death, I Will Fear No Evil, For You Are With Me; Your Rod And Your 
Staff They Comfort Me.”    
a. Here David moves from talking about God to talking to God. 
b. We sing of moving on with God to “Higher Ground”. In order to reach Higher 

Ground we have to go through the valley. 
c. David is most likely referring to an actual place in Israel between Jerusalem and 

Bethlehem. 
i. 2700’ above Sea Level. A small spring running had carved out a canyon 

full of twists and turns. It ran down to the Dead Sea some 1300’ below sea 
level. 

ii. Deep and Narrow, full of shadows and dark turns. Favorite hideout for 
wild animals and robbers.  

iii. A dangerous, frightful place, but a necessary way for shepherds to move 
their flock from the highlands near Bethlehem to the lowlands at Jericho.  

iv. David himself most likely had traversed this dangerous and treacherous 
valley to move his sheep to Higher Ground. 

v. We often think of physical death when we read this passage and well we 
should, for in it we see several principles to help us overcome that great 
enemy….death. 

II. DEATH IS A FACT  In order to be able to Deal with Death, we must first Face the 
Reality of Death. Most of us spend our life trying to forget that we are actually going 
to die. But we are going to die. 
a. A Certain Fact 

i. We are all going to die. The new statistics on death are in….1 out of every 
1 person is going to die. 

ii. The Bible reminds us of this fact: 
1. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment Heb 9:27 (NKJV) 
2. Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all 
sinned-- Romans 5:12 (NKJV) 
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iii. The only people who are not going to die are those believers who are alive 

when the Lord returns. 
1. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord. 1 Thess 4:17 (NKJV) 

b. An Uncertain Fact 
i. It is certain that we are all going to die, but it is very uncertain when we 

will die. 
ii. Old people die and young people die. Sick people die and healthy people 

die. Good people die and bad people die.  
iii. We do not know when death will come for us. We must be prepared for 

death at any time. 
iv. Are you ready to die? 

c. A Personal Fact 
i. Some of you are thinking, ”That’s right tell’em preacher, they are going to 

die!” No, YOU are going to die! Death is a personal fact. We must face 
that not only are others going to die, but WE are going to die! 

III. DEATH IS A FOE 
a. Death is a Dangerous Foe 

i. Death Scares 
1. We fear death. People fleeing from the Tsunami this past week. 

They were running from Death! Death has no mercy. It cannot 
be bargained or bribed. 

ii. Death Separates 
1. Death separates mothers from their children, husbands from 

their wives, brothers and sisters, friends and yes even enemies! 
iii. Death Steals 

1. Death steals our tomorrows. It steals happiness and 
homecomings. It steals reunions and good times together. It 
steals “what might have been” 

b. Death is a Defeated Foe (notice the three descriptions used to reflect the dread of 
death) 
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i. The Valley 

1. Remember that you cannot have valley’s without mountains 
2. Psalm 23 is between two mountains 

a. Psalm 22: Mt Calvary: the Good Shepherd is dying for His 
Sheep. 

b. Psalm 24: Mt Zion: The Chief Shepherd is coming back to 
receive His Sheep unto Himself. 

c. Psalm 23: The Great Shepherd (Jesus) has been rasied from 
the dead to defeat our great foe, death. 

ii. The Shadow 
1. There can be not shadow with a Light. If we are in the shadow 

of death, then there is a Light that is greater than the Shadow! 
a. The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great 

light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 
Upon them a light has shined. Isaiah 9:2 (NKJV) 

b. Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the 
Dayspring from on high has visited us; 79 To give light to 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To 
guide our feet into the way of peace." Luke 1:78-79 (NKJV) 

iii. Evil 
1. We only recognize evil because we know good. 
2. There is no evil but that there is a greater good.  
3. And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went 

out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and 
chariots. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What 
shall we do?" 16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them." 17 And 
Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he 
may see." Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire all around Elisha. 2 Kings 6:15-17 (NKJV) 
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4. You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
1 John 4:4 (NKJV) 

iv. Jesus has conquered Death for the Believer! 
1. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this 

mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O 
Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?"  
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor 15:54-58 
(NKJV) 

IV. DEATH IS A FREIND 
a. Yes Death is the Believer’s friend! You might say, “Well preacher, Death may be 

your friend, but he is certainly not mine!” Before you dismiss Death as a friend, 
listen to the Word of God describe Death for the Believer: 

b. Verses that speak of death as a friend: 
i. Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 whether 

Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present 
or things to come--all are yours. 23 And you are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's. 1 Cor 3:21-23 (NKJV) 

1. Paul speaks of us “owning” death. 
ii. Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints. Psalms 

116:15 (NKJV) 
iii. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the 

flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot 
tell. 23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better Phil 1:21-23 (NKJV) 

iv. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
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race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 2 
Tim 4:6-8 (NKJV) 

c. Death is the Believer’s friend: 
i. Physically 

1. We exchange our dying body for a glorified body 
2. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we will be changed. 53 Because this 
corruptible must be clothed with incorruptibility, and this 
mortal must be clothed with immortality.1 Cor 15:52-53 
(HCSB) 

ii. Mentally 
1. Exchange our limited knowledge for unlimited knowledge  
2. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, as I am fully 

known. 1 Cor 13:12 (HCSB) 
iii. Socially 

1. We reunite with loved ones and we meet and fellowship with 
the saints of old 

2. We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, concerning 
those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest, 
who have no hope. 14 Since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, in the same way God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep through Jesus. 15 For we say this to you by a 
revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord’s 
coming will certainly have no advantage over those who have 
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are 
still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so we will always be with the 
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Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 1 
Thess 4:13-18 (HCSB) 

iv. Spiritually 
1. We go from walking by faith to walking by sight! 
2. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 1 Cor 

13:12 (NKJV) 
V. CONCLUSION 

a. In Dealing with Death we have the promise of the 
i. Presence of the Shepherd (You are with me) 

ii. Power of the Shepherd (Your rod and staff they comfort me) 
iii. Purpose of the Shepherd (Through the Valley….) 
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