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I. INTRODUCTION 
a. In my darkest night and deepest trail, the death of our son Cody on Nov 5th 2011, 

Do you know what gave me then my greatest comfort and still to this day gives 
me the strength to go on?----The Sovereignty of God. 

b. What does the Sovereignty of God mean? 
i. Chip Ingram Quote: 

1. God is above all things and before all things. He is the alpha and 
the omega, the beginning and the end. He is immortal, and He is 
present everywhere so that everyone can know Him (Revelation 
21:6). 
 

2. God created all things and holds all things together, both in 
heaven and on earth, both visible and invisible (Colossians 1:16). 
  

3. God knows all things past, present, and future. There is no limit to 
His knowledge, for God knows everything completely before it 
even happens (Romans 11:33). 
 

4. God can do all things and accomplish all things. Nothing is too 
difficult for Him, and He orchestrates and determines everything 
that is going to happen in your life, in my life, in America, and 
throughout the world. Whatever He wants to do in the universe, He 
does, for nothing is impossible with Him (Jeremiah 32:17). 
 

5. God is in control of all things and rules over all things. He has 
power and authority over nature, earthly kings, history, angels, 
and demons. Even Satan himself has to ask God’s permission 
before he can act (Psalm 103:19). 

II. GOD’S CHOICES ARE SOVEREIGN 
a. Sovereign Purpose (v. 1) 

i. God is Sovereign 
ii. God is working all things to His ultimate purpose. 

iii. This world is not going to Hell in Hand Basket, Do you know where this 
world is going?  

1. Rev 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The [a]kingdoms of this world have 
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become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever!” 

iv. What about us? What about our pain, our suffering, our injustice? 
1. Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good 

to those who love God, to those who are the called according to 
His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these 
He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall 
bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore 
is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake 
we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

b. Sovereign Planning (v. 1-3) 
i. Albert Einstein famously said “God does not play dice” 

ii. There is a plan to the events that are happening around us. 
1. Some are man’s free will at work, but never outside of God’s 

Providence. 
iii. Example: The Coming of Jesus, all the prophecies that occurred. 

1. Conception 
2. Location of His Birth 
3. Rejection and Crucifixion 
4. Resurrection in 3 days 

iv. God has a plan and is working it out in us.  
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c. Sovereign Provision (I have provided) 
i. God always provides for His Plans 

ii. Examples: 
1. Abraham, “God provided a Lamb” 
2. Moses was called, God provided him a staff and power to face 

Pharaoh. 
3. 40 years in the wilderness, God provided Manna and Quail. 
4. Elijah, God gave him food to eat that gave him strength 
5. Jesus feeding the multitude with loaves and fishes.  
6. Peter freed from prison 
7. Paul rescued from shipwreck. 

d. Sovereign Power 
i. God has all power 

ii. Quote by Napoleon. “He honored me by the magnitude of his request” 
iii. Jeremiah 32:17 ‘Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and 

the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too 
[c]hard for You. 

III. GOD’S CHOICES ARE SURPRISING 
a. Surprising Rejections (6-10) 

i. Eliab (tall, dark, and handsome) The Perfect stand in for King Saul! 
ii.  Abinadab (Smart one?) 

iii. Shammah (Personality) 
iv. All seven are rejected 

b. Surprising Requirements (7) 
i. Do not look at his appearance 

ii. Lord looks at the heart 
c. Surprising Receptions (11-12) 

i. Youngest 
ii. He was not even called to the meeting! 

iii. 26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God 
has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence. 
1 Cor 1:26-29 (NKJV) 
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d. Surprising Results (13) 
i. Spirit of the Lord comes upon David. 

ii. Shepherd has become a Sovereign 
iii. David went back to the fold. He did not immediately become King. There 

was a time of waiting. 
IV. GOD’S CHOICES ARE SPECIFIC 

a. David was Ready 
i. His brothers had time to prepare for the meeting, David came “Just as He 

was” 
ii. 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 2 Tim 4:1-2 (NKJV) 

iii. 44 "Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect. Matt 24:43-44 (NKJV) 

b. David was Reliable 
i. He had been tested by a Lion and a Bear. He had spent many lonely nights 

watching over the sheep. 
1. Helen Keller said “Character cannot be developed in ease and 

quiet. Only through experience of trail and suffering can the soul 
be strengthened, ambition inspired, and success achieved.” 

c. David was Resigned 
i. David waited on the Lord 

ii. He did not jump into a battle for the throne 
iii. He was resigned to the Lord’s timing and the Lords’ will 
iv. He learned the secret of trust true faith.  

1. 21 "And afterward they asked for a king; so God gave them Saul 
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 
"And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as 
king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, 'I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all 
My will.' 23 "From this man's seed, according to the promise, 
God raised up for Israel a Savior--Jesus-- Acts 13:21-23 (NKJV) 
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