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I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Sermon on the Mount Series 

b. The Beatitudes 

i. Blessings or complete. 

c. 8 Beatitudes 

d. Beatitudes are attitudes that ought to be. Now, in the Old Testament 

we have the Ten Commandments, The Ten Commandments deal 

with outward action, but the beatitudes deal with inward attitudes. 

e. Blessed or Happy, Greek Word “Makarios” Means Complete, having 

need of nothing. Greeks named an island this name. 

f. Our Word Beatitude comes from the the Latin word Beatitudos 

“Happy or Fortunate” 

g. Some have said they are the opposites of the world’s view of the 

Blessed. 

h. Message to His disciples. 

i. Keys to the Kingdom, How to be Truly Happy. 

j. Example story of Dog chasing his tail. Young dog versus old dog. 

k. Giving that we Receive, dying that we live, 

II. REVIEW 

a. First 4 Beatitudes (see notes from previous message) 

b. Poor in Spirit 

c. Mourn 

d. Meek 

e. Hunger Thirst 

III. BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL (V. 7) 

a. Not simply being soft or sentimental. Example of wouldn’t kill a 

snake in a nursery.  

b. Compassion in Action. 
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c. The Opposite of Mercy 

i. Matthew 23:23–24 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! rFor you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 

and shave neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice 

and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without 

leaving the others undone. 24 Blind guides, who strain out a 

gnat and swallow a camel!  

ii. Sometimes the most legalistic are the most unmerciful. 

d. Parable of the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:30-37 Begin with Luke 10:36-

37. ‘He who showed mercy to him” 

i. The Beater-Uppers, The Passer-Uppers, The Picker-uppers. 

(Adrian Rogers) 

e. A Picture of Mercy (from John Piper)  

i. First, it sees distress (verse 33: "A Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came to where he was; and he saw him"). 

ii. Second, it responds internally with a heart of compassion or 

pity toward a person in distress (verse 33: "When he saw him, 

he had compassion on him"). 

iii. Third, it responds externally with a practical effort to relieve 

the distress (verse 33: "He went to him and bound up his 

wounds, pouring oil and wine; then he set him on his own 

beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him"). 

iv. And the fourth dimension of mercy is that it happens even 

when the person in distress is by religion and race an enemy 

(verse 33: "But a Samaritan . . . "). A half-breed Jew with a 

warped religious tradition stops to help the Jew who hates 

him. 
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v. An eye for distress, a heart of compassion, an effort to help, 

in spite of enmity—that's mercy. Compassion in Action 

IV. BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART (V.8) 

a. (From John Piper) The first thing we learn from this beatitude is that 

Jesus is concerned with our heart. It is not enough to clean up our act 

on the outside. 

b. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the 

outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of 

extortion and rapacity. You blind Pharisee! First cleanse the inside of 

the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 

(Matthew 23:25–26) 

c. The aim of Jesus Christ is not to reform the manners of society, but 

to change the hearts of sinners like you and me. So, for example, 

Jesus would not be satisfied with a society in which there were no 

acts of adultery. 

d. You have heard that it was said, "You shall not commit adultery." But 

I say to you that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27–28) 

e. "Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart" (1 Samuel 16:7).  

f. Proverbs 4:23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring 

the issues of life. 

g.  . . . For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 

fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a man. 

(Matthew 15:18–19) 

h. Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, 

and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit . . . For out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. (Matthew 12:33–34) 
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i. “Jesus did not come into the world simply because we have some 

bad habits that need to be broken. He came into the world because 

we have such dirty hearts that need to be purified.”-John Piper 

j. Pure in Heart is to be single-minded. To have a whole undivided 

heart for God. 

k. Psalm 24:3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may 

stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. He 

shall receive blessing from the Lord, And righteousness from the God 

of his salvation.  

l. God Gives us a Pure Heart: 

i. Jerimiah 24:7 Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I 

am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their 

God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart. 

ii. Ezekiel 36:26 (NKJV) 26 I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
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