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If you had to choose, what 
would you say is the focus of 
your church—programs or 
process? Is the church fo-
cused on mission or mainte-
nance? The answer to this 
question will say a lot about 
the overall health of your 
church. 

Most of us would agree that 
we have a lot of programs in 
our churches. By definition, a 
program is “a plan of action 
to accomplish a specified 
end.” If I were to ask you to 
make a list, I’m sure that it 
would not take long to make 

it, but I would guess that the 
list itself would be long. 

Programs are not inherently 
bad, but we have a problem 
when our churches become 
“program driven” rather than 
“mission driven.” As we 
talked about in my last arti-
cle—“What Does ‘IT’ Look 
Like?”—the Bible clearly 
says that during our time here 
on earth, we will never be 
finished with the process of 
growing in our spiritual walk. 

In other words, discipleship 
is NOT a program—it is a 
process. Here at Temple Bap-

Discipleship: Program or Process 

By Wade Allen 

By Wes Hulvey 

HEALTHY PASTORS, HEALTHY CHURCHES 

Innovating Mission Rallies  

BMA Ozarks Missions Ral-
ly will take on a new format 
going forward.  At our 
25th annual meeting in Sep-
tember, we voted to make our 
rallies more focused on en-
couraging and equipping 
churches for living on mis-
sion.  We all know that Jesus 
told us to go and make disci-
ples (Matt 28:19-20).  Some-
times we need to be reminded 
that each of us is to be a mis-
sionary in every aspect of 
life.  Other times we need 
examples of how that can be 
portrayed in our society.  

Our prayer is that this 
change will have a positive 
impact and increase attend-
ance among our local associ-
ation.  We will now meet 

every other month (January, 
March, May, July, Septem-
ber, November) starting No-
vember 4, 2019 at Mt. Pleas-
ant where Bro. Charlie Costa 
will be the guest speak-
er.  These meetings will in-
clude a Spring Missions 
Symposium in March and 
then the Fall Annual Meeting 
in September.  We will con-
tinue to use the alphabetical 
rotation between our BMA 
Ozarks churches with the 
exception of the Annual 
Meeting which is still by in-
vitation.  Bro. Ron Fields will 
continue to send out the 
meeting reminders and our 

Brother Charlie Costa is planning to 
visit north west Arkansas during the 
month of November with the goal of 
share about the work he is leading in 
the Middle East. Bro. Charlie serves 
as the Middle East coordinator for the 
BMAA and our work across the re-
gion.  
He is available Sunday mornings, 
Sunday evenings, or Wednesdays 
tome and speak at your church. He 

will also be available for special revival services or other speak-
ing opportunities.  

Use the QR code to the right of this 
to be directed to a form on the BMA of 
the Ozarks website to schedule Bro. 
Charlie at your church or ministry 
meeting. You may also contact Bro. 
Wes by text message or phone call at 
479-419-0122 for assistance schedul-
ing your visit.   

See INNOVATION, Page 3 

tist in Rogers, we refer to this 
process as the “Discipleship 
Path.” 

If you spend any time on 
our walking/hiking trails here 

See DISCIPLE, Page 3 

MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT 

Churches,  

 The Banner exist to care for the relationship we have to one another as associa-

tional Baptist. It is your Banner. Thank you for the articles and information that you 

provide. With a new year around the corner, you’ll soon notice some changes being 

made to the design of our local association’s Banner. Please, continue to send your 

feedback and input to the editor.  

 I need your help making sure our mailing list is up to date. After December, any 

addresses that have not been updated will be removed and will no longer receive the 

Banner. To make sure you continue to receive this, ask if your church has updated their 

distribution list with the Editor or make sure you’re updated individually.  

 You can contact the editor anytime at baptistbanneroftheozarks@gmail.com 

In his service,  

Derrick A. Bremer, Editor 
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New Prospect—Garfield, AR 

On August 16th, we provided 
a meal of sloppy joes to the 
FCA at Southwest High 
School in Washburn, MO. 
There were approximately 75 
to 80 students. The devotion 
was given by Ron Shults on 
Anger from Matthew 5. Al-
ways remember to be patient 
and pray before speaking when 
someone shows their anger at 
you. They may have been 
wrong - but first think of the 
reason they got angry. With 
patience and prayer we can 
demonstrate the love of God in 
our hearts. 

On August 24th, there was a 
house warming and retirement 
party for Rae Huston, one of 
our members. There were sev-
eral friends and families that 
joined in celebrating this won-
derful day.   

On August 27th, we had our 
ladies birthday celebration for 
the months of June, July, and 
August. Our speaker was Jan 
Sudduth from Rapha Center of 
Women Ministries. There were 
about 12 who attended and had 
breakfast food.  

August 28th, we started our 

youth group for ages 10 and 
up. Approximately 4 people 
who attended. Pray that this 
will continue to grow. Some of 
the youth also went to the re-
vival at Beacon Baptist 
Church in Gravette. Bro. Mi-
cah Powell was the speak-
er. He really knows how to 
connect with the youth. Pray 
that he will continue with his 
ministry. 

We have also started our 
softball games on Thursday. 
They win some and lose some 
but they all truly enjoy. The 
cheering group also enjoy par-
ticipating to cheer them on. 
We’re interacting with other 
groups and showing the love 
in our church. 

Remember, your smiles and 
laughter may mean something 
to someone out there who is 
mourning, having difficulty, 
and is having issues they do 
not know what to do with. 
They may not have God in 
their life. It is our ministry to 
show God in our life by show-
ing we care. 

Pastor, Ron Shults 
Reporter, Gail Short 

A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Mount Pleasant—Gravette, AR 

We were blessed with two 
new church members, Aman-
da Barnes and Deanna Tucker 
have joined our church on 
promise of a letter. 

On Sunday September 21st 
we observed the Lords Sup-
per. Always a spiritual time 
with our church family. We 
also celebrated with a fellow-
ship lunch after the morning 
service. There was plenty of 
food and great fellowship. 

Brother Brian has issued a 
challenge that if possible, eve-
ry time our church doors are 
open, that we attend. I know 
sometimes we let too many 
worldly things get in our way. 
The Lord knows our hearts 
and minds. Sometimes we just 

make excuses. So glad the 
Lord doesn’t make excuses 
when we need him. 

We continue to have sick 
ones in our church family. 
Continued prayers for Howard 
Spears and Elsie Philliber. 
Gary Hurley was able to be 
back with us after his surgery. 
Also, Betty Pollreis had to 
have her pacemaker replaced. 
The surgery went well, and 
she is feeling better. 

Special prayers for Sister 
Betty Pollreis and her family 
after the loss of her 14-month-
old great-granddaughter. Our 
hearts are broken for this pre-
cious family. 

Pastor, Brian Dean 
Reporter, Cathleen Spears 

Temple —Rogers, AR 

Our church has had several 
new members. Our growth 
started just before church 
camp. We have had 4 new 
members join by Baptism, 6 
join by letter or statement, 
and 4 waiting to schedule 
their Baptism. We are pray-
ing that this surge in growth 
continues. 

This past month, each 
member was asked to choose 
their one - a person in their 
life that may be lost and in 
need of salvation. By the time 
you read this article, we will 
have had two events to help 
encourage the people we are 
praying for to experience our 
church. The first event is a 
Tailgate party on a Saturday 
afternoon with a barbeque 
and streaming of the sporting 
events going on that day. 
This is meant to be a casual 
setting to bring ‘your one’. 
The other event is Friend 

Sunday. This event is set to 
have members bring their One 
to church to join in the worship 
of our Lord. We are very excit-
ed to see what comes from 
these events. 

Additionally, we have so 
many small group opportuni-
ties happening here. There are 
two ladies bible studies that 
have started for the fall semes-
ter. One group is studying the 
Seamless Study by Angie 
Smith; the other group is stud-
ying Gideon by Priscilla Schir-
er. Also, we have a mens bible 
study that is meeting once a 
week. Many disciple making 
relationships have developed 
since we have returned from 
church camp. Please pray for 
much learning and great fel-
lowship as these groups meet 
to do life together as illuminat-
ed by God’s Word. 

Pastor, Wade Allen 
Reporter, Jenney Harris 

Continued from Page 1 

DISCIPLE 

If you have a special story or 

event you’d like  advertised in 

the Banner, submit it at any time. 
baptistbanneroftheozarks@gmail.com 

Get Featured 

Beacon—Gravette, AR 

Y’all, what a summer we've 
had at Beacon Baptist Church! 
Summer camp this year was 
amazing. For the first time in 
several years, children's camp 
and youth camp was com-
bined. It turned out to be the 
sweetest adventure for the kids 
and the counselors. Our youth 
took on the role as mentors to 
the children that were 
there.  We had a total of 21 
campers this summer (both 
children and youth). One of 
our young men surrendered his 
life to preach the Word. If you 
were on Face Book you might 
have seen his message to eve-
ryone at youth camp during 
their worship time. His mes-
sage brought joy to my heart 
and tears of pride. The Holy 
Spirit was present and His 
message struck a chord with 
many. The icing on the cake 
was six professions of faith! 
Our kids won the award for 
the "Best Large Group" at 
camp this year. They demon-
strated Godly character and 
enthusiasm throughout the 
week. However, their favorite 
thing about camp were the 
swimming and the 
games. During the week of 

camp, the Lord began working 
in the heart of our pastor - 
more on this later. 

Church camp was followed 
up by Mega Force Ministries 
Weekend. Bro. Steve Carrier 
came and demonstrated the 
brute strength that God has 
blessed him with physically. It 
definitely draws your attention. 
While he has you engaged in 
his Samson-like strength, Bro. 
Steve presents the gospel in a 
way that is so compelling that 
we saw 11 people come to 
know our Savior and seven 
rededicate their lives to His 
service. Our church was hon-
ored to sponsor the BMA of 
the Ozarks Annual Meeting 
this year on September 6th. It 
wrapped up with a night of 
worship, giving God the glory 
and praise for time well spent. 

We held nearly a week-long 
revival with Micah Powell as 
our guest speaker. Bro Micah 
has wonderful rapport with 
youth and a tremendous 
amount of respect from the 
adults. Micah spoke on "The 
Pursuit of Holiness" and en-
couraged us to speak the truth 
in love, taking all of Jesus we 
can get, praying as if it will 

SMBC—Springdale, AR 

Summer is winding down. 
The kids are back in school 
and we're getting used to a 
different routine. Let's pray for 
our kids, teachers, and workers 
in our schools.  

We are supporting Lee Ele-
mentary in Springdale again 
this year. We'll be lunch bud-
dies to children who can use 
the extra support and provide 
food and gifts for special occa-
sions for teachers & workers.  

Our kids were treated to a 
back to school fellowship. 
Then we showed the movie, 
The Pilgrim's Progress.  

Our church was blessed this 
month with guests from Mas-
ter's Praise Vocal Group.  We 
enjoyed their songs and then 
lots of ice cream in the fellow-
ship hall.  

We honored our widows at 
a banquet at the Western Siz-
zlin.  

We are in the process of re-
modeling our sanctuary. It has 
been repainted and looks terrif-
ic. A huge thank you to Joe 
Boyd for painting with help 
from Bro. Wes and Gina 
Krommehoek. We'll have new 
trim soon and later, new car-
pet. Just like our homes need 
updating, so does our church. I 
remember when we had the 
mauve wallpaper hung; it was 
a very popular color at the 
time! 

Our Awana program is back 
in full force with the kids en-
joying their Bible memory 
verses, lessons, and of course, 
games and snacks. We began 
with a kick-off with two 
bounce houses and hot 
dogs.  We had a great turnout. 
Please pray for this program 
that we reach children for our 
Lord.   

Pastor, Wes Hulvey 
Reporter, Mary Baker 

happen and to love like a 
furnace. He spoke of having 
accountability - bearing the 
burdens of others, teaching 
those who are in your area of 
influence about the love of 
Jesus Christ, and to bring this 
all together by being in God’s 
Word daily. Another night he 
spoke on Encouragement and 
rejoicing in the Lord always, 
referencing Philippians 4. 
During Bro. Micah’s time 
with us, we saw several 
adults and youth make their 
professions of faith. The fol-
lowing Sunday was a day of 
celebration with 14 Baptisms 
at Spavinaw Creek – in the 
rain, no less. We are walking 
on the proverbial cloud 9 
with all these souls for His 
Kingdom.  

Our month is wrapping up 
with a concert during our 
worship service on Septem-
ber 29th. We will enjoy prais-
ing the Lord with Bro. Steve 
Rose and the New Revival 
Quartet. It’s always a treat to 
hear them sing as Bro Steve 
is one of our own.  

Pastor, Ron Theis 
Reporter, Deby Hopping 

in Northwest Arkansas, you 
know that paths come in all 
different shapes and sizes. 
Whether you’re on part of the 
pristine Razorback 

Greenway or the rugged 
route of the Ozark Highlands 
Trail, the steps of the pathway 
are clearly defined. In the 
same way, your discipleship 
process needs to be clearly 
defined! 

Our ultimate goal in disci-
pleship is to lead someone to 
become a disciple-maker. 
What will it takes to fully 
equip someone to become a 
disciple-maker? The answer 
to that question will reveal the 
necessary pths to include in 
your discipleship process. 

Again, please notice that we 
are not calling this a 
“Discipleship Program.” The 
one thing that I can guarantee 
you about the process of disci-
pleship is that a “Seven-week 

Victory 

We just finished having a 
few days of revival meetings. 
The theme was Luke 21:28 
“look up; your redemption 
draweth neigh”. We were 
blessed to hear messages 
from five men of God, Bro. 
Chester from Fellowship, 
Bro. Battenfield from Cave 
Springs, Bro. Tim Bailey 
from Old Baptist Mission, 
Bro. Strickland from Fellow-
ship, and Bro. Hendren from 
Mt. Zion. Thanks to these 
men coming and sharing 
messages from the Holy 
Word. We don’t know if 
there were any lost with us 
but our hearts were truly 
blessed. 

Four of us lost our spouses 
in 2018. Our pastor, deacons, 
and their wives hosted a din-
ner for us in September. That 
was a blessing. 

We are having about 30 

children coming 
on Wednesday nights. We 
have visitors on 
most Sunday morning those 
always bless us. We have a 
full month ahead of us with 
outings planned for the youth 
and those that are a little over 
the youth age, we will just 
leave that there.  

If you haven't seen the mov-
ie "Overcomer" it is excellent! 
The movie is scheduled to be 
released on DVD or blu-ray in 
either November or December 
this year. 

We always have a long pray-
er list but let’s not forget to 
pray for our nation and the 
leaders and each other. Maybe 
we should pray more often for 
the soon return of our Lord. 

Pastor, Bill Sheffield 
Reporter, Jean Yount 

Discipleship Course” will not 
be sufficient to take an indi-
vidual from being a new be-
liever to becoming a disciple-
maker. There are no short-cuts 
when it comes to discipleship! 

Another aspect that distin-
guishes a discipleship path 
from a discipleship program is 
that authentic discipleship 
seldom take place in a class-
room setting. Discipleship is 
all about relationships! It is 
my relationship with that per-
son that will give me the op-
portunity and privilege to 
speak into their life through 
the power of God’s Word. 

If you are interested in more 
information about discipleship 
paths or what our discipleship 
path looks like here at Tem-
ple, please contact me for 
more information. We would 
love to help you move your 
discipleship ministry from a 
program to a process! 

goal is to have the schedule 
for future meetings complet-
ed each year presented at the 
annual meeting.  Each church 
has the opportunity to devel-
op the program or they may 
reach out to BMA Ozarks 
officers or Christian Educa-
tion Committee for ideas and/
or assistance with the pro-
gram.  

Is there a topic of interest 
that you would like to see 
come to a future Mission 
Rally?  Please complete the 
topic form online 
at www.BMAOzarks.com or 
let me know at our next ral-
ly.  These rallies are for eve-
ryone in your church to take 
part and discover how they 
can live on mission for 
God!  Join us at the next Mis-
sion Rally and continue pray-
ing for God to move in NWA 
as we strive to make Him 
known.  

Continued from Page 1 
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