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We all talk about IT, but 

many have never experienced 

IT. We all know we’re sup-

posed to do IT, but few can 

even describe how to do IT. 

We often think of IT as 

something to be completed, 

but the Bible clearly says that 

IT will never be finished dur-

ing my time here on earth 

(Philippians 1:6). 

So what is IT? IT is re-

ferred to in several ways—

spiritual growth, becoming 

spiritually mature, the Chris-

tian walk and many others, 

but all of these can be 

summed up in what we call 

DISCIPLESHIP. 

The last directive given by 

Jesus to His disciples in the 

Gospel of Matthew was to 

make disciples. We all know 

that discipleship includes 

teaching truth from God’s 

Word, but is there something 

more? 

Knowledge of the Word is 

essential for making disci-

ples, but there are two other 

aspects of the discipleship 

process that we cannot leave 

out—abiding in Christ and 

obeying God’s Word. When 

we develop our approach for 

making disciples, we must 

focus on all three of these—

knowing, being and doing—

to neglect one is to make dis-

ciples that are deformed ra-

ther than conformed to the 

image of God’s Son. 

“Deformed? What do you 

mean?” 

Romans 8:29 tells us that 

believers are “to be con-

formed to the image of his 

[God’s] Son.” If we do not 

know the truth of God’s 

Word, can we be conformed 

to the image of Christ? If we 

do not abide in Him, can we 

be conformed to the image of 

Christ? If we do not obey the 

commandments that we learn 

from Scripture, can we be 

conformed to the image of 

Christ? No. No. No. 

You might be thinking, 

“What would these deformed 

disciples look like?” Consid-

er this… 

A disciple who knows the 

Word and obeys the Word 

but is not experiencing the 

What does “IT” Look Like 

By Wade Allen 
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See IT, Page 3 

By George Reddin 
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HEALTHY PASTORS, 

HEALTHY CHURCHES 

Bible Precedents for  

Associational Work (Part 3 of 4) 

In the past couple of 
months, we have discussed 
the precedents that are set for 
our work as churches that 
associate together. So far, we 
have discussed these prece-
dents in settling doctrinal 
controversies (June) and Sup-
porting Missionaries (July).  

There is also precedent in 
the early churches for show-
ing benevolence as a cooper-
ative endeavor.  Christians in 
Jerusalem were in dire straits 
because of persecution, and 
Paul was leading an effort 
among European Christians 
to raise funds to alleviate the 
poverty of their Palestinian 
brethren.  Several churches 
had made generous dona-
tions, especially the Macedo-
nians (churches in Philippi, 
Thessalonica and Berea).   

The church at Corinth had 
made a substantial commit-
ment, but after a full year 

they had not followed 
through with the funds they 
had promised.  Titus volun-
teered to go to Corinth and 
urge the church to do what 
they had said they would do.  
To help him Paul sent with 
Titus two brethren, whose 
names are not mentioned.  He 
identified one as “the broth-
er, whose praise is in the 
gospel throughout all the 
churches; And not only that, 
but who was also chosen of 
the churches to travel with us 
with this grace, which is ad-
ministered by us to the glory 
of the same Lord, and decla-
ration of your ready 
mind” (II Corinthians 8:18-
19). 

Paul sent a third man he 
identified as one who had 
proved himself diligent many 
times. Then he expressed 
unswerving confidence in all 
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See PRECEDNTS, Page 3 
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New Prospect—Garfield, AR 

Well summer has come and 
gone. The children are back in 
school. We need to continue to 
pray for the ones going on to 
college. They need these pray-
ers to help make the right deci-
sions. Things can be so com-
plicated being away from 
home. But the younger ones at 
home and going to school need 
our prayers also. 

The Ozark Baptist On July 
28th there was a 50th Wedding 
Anniversary for Sharon and 
Dennis Jones.  There were a 
lot of people who attended to 
congratulate them.  Pictures 
were taken of everyone 
there.  Congratulations Dennis 
and Sharon. 

August 16th there was Youth 
Group Open House at our 
church. It was a meet and 
greet. There were games, Din-
ner and a movie.  There were 
10 youth and 2 men and 2 
women.  They all seemed to 

have a great time.  This was a 
lock in. It was all 
night.  Again, fellowship with 
each other is very important. 
This is the starting of Youth 
Group on Wednesday 
night.  We have needed this 
for a long time.  Life is hard in 
this world and they need sup-
port and prayers. 

Memory Verse of Fellow-
ship one with another:  But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin. 1 
John 1:7. 

Pastor:  Ron Shults 
Reporter: Gail Short 

A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Mount Pleasant—Gravette, AR 

What a beautiful month of 
August we have had. Hot, 
cool, rain we have been so 
blessed. 

It’s keeping us busy with the 
yard mowing. And the gardens 
have flourished this year. We 
are truly blessed.  

School has started back and 
prayers going up for all our 
teachers and children.  

We had 6 from Mount Pleas-
ant that went to Church Camp. 
They presented some of the 
things they had learned last 
Sunday.  They had a wonder-
ful time and came back with a 
renewed spirit.  

Our church worked the Care 
& Share store in Gravette last 
week. A special thank you to 
all our workers. We have 
some very dedicated ladies 
who help with this each time. 
We appreciate them so much.  

Brother John Philliber had 
Surgery this month and came 
through with flying colors. He 
spent one night in the hospital 
and was at church the follow-
ing Sunday. The Lord is so 
good.  

Pray for one of our members 
Gary Hurley who will be hav-
ing Surgery the 19th of this 
month. Also prayers for our 
sick ones, Brother Howard 
Spears and Sister Elsie Philli-
ber who are unable to attend 
church because of illness.  

Thought for the month: 
The tongue has no bones, 

but it is strong enough to 
break a heart. So be careful 
with your words. 

Pastor: Brian Dean 
Reporter: Cathleen Spears 

Continued from Page 1 
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Fellowship—Bella Vista, AR 

We have welcomed one new 
member this month, Sis. Gayle 
Waggoner, from Baxter 
Springs, KS. 

July was a busy month for 
Fellowship. Our church went 
to Kentucky to experience the 
Creation Museum, and the 
Ark. We had a total of 8 from 
our church and two from an-
other go. They were all tired 
but really enjoyed the trip.  

We were also a part of 
Church Camp. WOW, it was 
great to have us all together in 
one week of camp! Our new 
camp ground introduced a new 
favorite, the Slide! There was 
so much to do during free time 
with the staff of the camp 
helping with the kids. A lot of 
the kids was more interested in 
playing in the creek rather the 
pool.  

We loved having Bro. Micah 
Powell back again this year. 

He is amazing. He 
PREACHED to not only the 
kids but also the adults. Please 
keep him and family in prayer 
as the continue to follow the 
Lord. Praise God for those so 
willing to serve the Lord as 
Bro. Micah. 

We took a total of 9 from 
Fellowship and had one saved. 
Praise God for this blessing! 

We thank all those who has 
worked all year long to get us 
ready for camp this 
year.  Thank you all for you 
taking the time to make camp 
this year truly amazing.  Thank 
you for all of our sponsor’s, 
teachers, for the KP crew/ it all 
worked out perfect.  

Reporter Kathy Lovvorn 
Pastor Bro. Strickland 

love of God being poured out 

in his heart on a daily basis is 

a person who will become 

harsh and legalistic. 

A disciple who knows the 

Word and abides in Him daily 

but does not obey God’s com-

mands and is thus the lord 

over his own life is a person 

who will continually struggle 

with sin and guilt. 

A disciple who abides in 

Him daily and obeys every-

thing they know of God’s 

commands but does not spend 

the time or effort to learn 

more of the truth of God’s 

Word is a person who is in 

danger of being “tossed to and 

fro, and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the 

sleight of men, and cunning 

craftiness, whereby they lie in 

wait to deceive” (Ephesians 

4:14). 

Each deformity carries with 

it its own dangers, and there is 

not one that is a better option 

Victory 

What a fantastic summer 
we have had. Yes, it has been 
hot, but we have still had rain 
and the lawns are still grow-
ing as well as the gardens. 

Church camp is over, there 
were 3 from our group saved 
and one surrender to the min-
istry, Rowdy Lemley, a 14 
year old young man. On Au-
gust 11 he preached his first 
message sharing his testimo-
ny and that the Lord is lead-
ing him to the ministry. We 
are so thankful to have some 
young men surrendering their 
lives to the Ministry. 

Our classes for the youth 
began on August 21, the first 
night 30 kids in attendance. 

The ESL (English as Sec-
ond Language) classes have 
also begun meeting two 
nights a week. 

Thanks to Fellowship for 
hosting the mission rally Sat-
urday 17, with a delicious 

meal of fish, chicken and a lot 
of other dishes. The speaker, 
Jamshad Hadyat, from Atlanta 
Georgia was very interesting, 
telling of his life and the Mus-
lim population in the United 
States and his home country. 

We have a revival meeting 
beginning Wednesday Sep-
tember 25 through Sunday 
morning 29 with 5 different 
pastors from our local church-
es. Come join us if you can, 
services will start at 7:00 each 
evening and at 11:00 Sunday 
morning. 

On a personal note: I am 
enjoying reading the news 
from our local churches in 
Baptist Banner again. Thanks 
to the editor. 

Reporter: Jean Yount 
Pastor: Bill Sheffield 

than the other. The solution is 

simple: Our discipleship pro-

cess must address all three 

aspects of knowing, being and 

doing! 

So ask yourself these ques-

tions: 

•What am I doing right now 

that I consider as discipleship? 

What is my discipleship pro-

cess? 

•Does this include all three 

aspects of the discipleship 

process—knowing, being and 

doing? 

•What do I need to change 

in my discipleship process to 

address all of these things? 

three:  “Whether any do in-
quire of Titus, he is my part-
ner and fellow helper con-
cerning you:  or our brethren 
be inquired of, they are the 
messengers of the churches, 
and the glory of Christ” (II 
Corinthians 8:23).  That all 
sounds like associational 
Baptists! 

 
How can you read Romans 

16 and not be impressed with 
the familiarity Paul had with 
a church he had never visit-
ed?  He mentioned 28 indi-
viduals he knew in the church 
at Rome.  You sense that 
same bond of fellowship with 

Continued from Page 1 
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members of the church at 
Corinth in I Corinthians 
16:15-24.  The New Testa-
ment abounds with allusions 
to interaction among the 
churches.   

It is evident, therefore, that 
churches can do more togeth-
er than they can separately if 
they stay united in faith, 
function and fellowship. 

Planning to attend the BMAO An-

nual Meeting? 

The annual meeting for our 
local association of churches 
is scheduled for Friday Sep-
tember 6th  hosted by Beacon 
Baptist Church of Gravette, 
AR.  

At 2 o’clock, the first busi-
ness portion of the meeting 
will begin. It’s neat to see 
how our association of 
churches come together to 
conduct business with one 
another.  

The best part of the meeting 
though comes at 6 o’clock, 
just in time for those of us 
getting off work. Come enjoy 
a fellowship meal with the 
members of sister churches 
from all across north west 
Arkansas.  

Coming together to fellow-
ship with friends from across 
the area is an exciting oppor-

tunity to see how God is 
working in many communi-
ties. If you’ve never attended 
an associational meeting, this 
is a great opportunity to do 
so—not to mention this is an 
opportunity to be a part of 
working together to shape the 
future of our associational 
work and ministries. 

Jesus gave his disciples a 
big goal to make disciples of 
the whole earth. That goal is 
personal. It is my goal. It is 
your goal. How can we work 
together to move towards this 
goal? How can our associa-
tion help churches succeed in 
their communities? 


