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     The churches of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of the 
Ozarks recognize the enor-
mous task mandated by the 
Lord in the Great Commission 
and have banded together 
voluntarily as autonomous 
local congregations to ad-
vance God’s kingdom in 
Northwest Arkansas.  They 
also work in concert with sis-
ter churches state-wide, na-
tionally and beyond to carry 
the gospel all around the 
world. 
     The principle of power 
through cooperative conquest 
shows up with convincing 
clarity in the New Testament 
as the Lord’s churches set out 
on their mission to preach to 
every nation. 
     Over the next several 
months, we will explore a 
quartet of examples that pre-
sent Biblical precedents for 
church cooperation and reflect 
close kinship to our current 
associational work.  
I.   Settling Doctrinal Con-
troversies    

     Acts 15 records a meeting 
of sister churches coming 
together to seek counsel from 
trusted leaders to reaffirm the 
teachings of scripture and 
Christ’s apostles and strength-
en peace and unity of mes-
sage.  Certain Jewish Chris-
tians (Judaizers) had come to 
Antioch from Jerusalem and 
were creating dissension by 
teaching that the Jewish rite of 
circumcision was necessary 
for salvation of Jew and Gen-
tile.  So the church at Antioch 
sent a delegation including 
Paul and Barnabas to confer 
with the apostles and elders in 
the mother church at Jerusa-
lem.      
     The Jerusalem congrega-
tion welcomed the messen-
gers, who reported the conver-
sion of Gentiles at Antioch 
and in places where mission-
aries had gone preaching the 
gospel.  Some Pharisees who 
believed in Jesus immediately 
rose to their feet and protested 
that Gentile converts must be 
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By George L. Reddin 

     Solomon tells us in 
the book of Ecclesiastes that 
there is a time for everything, 
“a time for every purpose un-
der heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 
NKJV). With that in mind, 
ABS has begun summer break. 
Many times, ABS has mission 
trips or service opportunities 
in the summer, but none are 
planned this year. About thirty 
percent of students take sum-
mer classes. We will have 
meetings and Bible studies, 
but most students will be 
spread out in many different 
directions. There are certain 
things that are constant every 
summer, they have a purpose 
and it is their time. 
     One is for gathering names 
of new students. The first way 
we can do this is through the 
university’s orientation pro-
gram. Orientation for new, 
transfer and non-traditional 
students began this week and 
runs through the entire month 
of June. The university invites 
all of these students and par-
ents to participate in the real 
admission process. They re-
ceive important information, 
set up email accounts, reserve 
resident halls and choose meal 
plans; and of course, pay fees. 
In past years, I was able to 
speak to all incoming students 

and their parents and ABS 
had a table where we could 
meet and visit, but the pro-
cess gradually changed. Now, 
all twenty eight campus min-
istries share one table for an 
information fair. All promo-
tional information for each 
group is placed there and 
only two representatives from 
all religious organizations 
can man the table during each 
session. For all sessions, 
Brad and I are fortunate if we 
each have one turn to be at 
the table. Students are en-
couraged to check the organi-
zation (or organizations) of 
their choice from a student 
preference card that lists all 
groups. As you can see, now 
it is more difficult to make 
that personal connection that 
can only happen with face to 
face contact. 
     There are other ways we 
can gather names of new stu-
dents during the summer. We 
can meet prospective students 
at Ozarks Baptist Encamp-
ment. Brad teaches the high 
school/college class. I usually 
teach one day. It provides a 
relaxed atmosphere to break 
the ice. It is more comforta-

Meeting New Faces at ABS 

Past U Ark New Student Orientation Day.  

By Warren Dugas 

See FACES, Page 3 

See Precedents, Page 3 
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sisters throughout our two 
counties.  
     In the beginning of April, 
the publications committee 
met together to discuss how 
the Banner could be revitalized 
to serve in keeping us connect-
ed. 
     During that time, Derrick 
Bremer of Temple Baptist 
Church in Rogers was selected 
to serve as the new interim 
editor of the Banner until our 
Annual Business Meeting.  

     One benefit of being in-
volved with a local associa-
tion of churches is the to de-
velop relationships outside of 
our own churches. Our rela-
tionships with fellow believ-
ers that are a part of our own 
church and other churches 
become essential to our per-
sonal spiritual development 
and growth.  
     Of course, life is busy, 
hectic, and exhausting. We 
can’t always make it to the 
monthly association meet-
ings. We can’t always make 
time visit with brothers and 

circumcised and 
keep the Law of Moses. 
     Then the apostles and 
elders withdrew to consider 
the matter.  After hearing 
reports from Peter and Paul 
and Barnabas of Gentiles 
who had been saved, James, 
leader of the Jerusalem 
church, said they should not 
trouble Gentiles who were 
coming to Christ by faith, but 
he did advise them to 
“abstain from pollutions of 
idols, and from fornication, 
and from things strangled, 
and from blood” as a practi-
cal matter so as not to pro-

voke Jewish be-
lievers.   
     They reported their deci-
sion to the church body, and 
the Jerusalem church sent let-
ters to other churches to ex-
plain their decision.  That ac-
tion did not stop the Judaizers 
from spreading their false 
teachings, but it solidified the 
doctrinal position of the 
churches. 
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Reviving the Banner 

     The BMA of the Ozarks 
Mission Rally will be held on 
June 17th, 2019 at Eastside 
Baptist Church in Fayette-
ville, AR. Refreshments will 
be served at 6 o’clock in the 
evening and the program will 
begin at 7 o’clock.  
     The program this month is 
brought to us by Lifeword, the 
media arm of the BMAA. Bro. 
Donny Parish will provide 
more information.  
     The next three churches 
alphabetically are East Ken-
wood (July), Fellowship 
(August) and the annual meet-
ing with Beacon in September. 
Meetings are scheduled alpha-

betically (as much as possi-
ble) and churches have the 
liberty to designate the date 
and the program. Churches 
should contact the Clerk/ 
Treasurer as soon as possible 
to confirm the program/ date.  
 

Contact the Treasurer 
Ron Fields 

P. 479-631-7943 
Ron.fields@cox.net 

 
Mail, including offerings, 

should be sent to 
BMA of the Ozarks 

P.O. Box 1704 
Rogers, AR 72757 

The Clerk/ Treasurer 

Derrick Bremer, selected by the Publication Committee 

of the BMAO to serve as the interim editor of the Ban-

ner until the association’s annual business meeting in 

September at Beacon Baptist Church in Gravette, AR. 

New Prospect—Garfield, AR 

     February 2019 - A couple 
of our adults took several of 
the kids to The Christian Es-
cape Room in Centerton, 
AR. If you have not been it 
would be a great place for kids 
or adults. 
     We had a Ladies Birthday 
Celebration for Dec., Jan, and 
Feb.  The devotion was on 
love from NIV 1 Corinthians 
13:4 and 5.  We also had a 
potluck meal. There were 
about 10 or 11 people that 
attended. 
     There was also a Men’s 
Bible study that started toward 
the end of January or first of 
February.  The study has been 
on A Man of his Word by 
Adrian Rogers. An average of 
11 – 14 people attended.  
     There will be several days 
of working together to get 
things ready for Vacation Bi-
ble School. The theme will be 
Giddy Up Junction which is 
about the Good news of God’s 
Love, the gospel, going to new 
frontiers through the Book of 
Acts. VBS will be on June 10 
through 15th. The final day 

of VBS, we will have hot 
dogs and other activities. 
Everyone is welcome. 
     On March 30th there were 
8 to 9 men and boys that went 
to Flagspring Conservation 
Camp. The devotion was The 
Importance For Men to Take 
Part and Lead. 
     On April 21 We had East-
er Sunrise Service with a pot-
luck breakfast before Sunday 
School and Church, 6 mem-
bers joined our church by 
baptism, and then we had an 
Easter egg hunt for the chil-
dren. This was a big day to 
enjoy what Easter is about. 
     We will be having Fish 
Fry and Spoken 4 Concert at 
our church on June 22.  Fish 
Fry at 5 or 5:30 and concert 
will be at 7:00.  If come for 
fish fry bring side.  

Pastor:  Ron Shults 
Reporter:  Gail Short 

A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

April 2019 Missions Tech Banner S-WF 

          

Balance 3/31/19 $30,030.27 $2,386.50 $7,684.11 $110.00 

Total Income $2,628.08 $110.00 $141.26 $100.00 

Grand Total $32,658.35 $2,496.50 $7,825.37 $210.00 

TOTAL PAID $2,290.45 $50.00 $0.00 $110.00 

          

Balance 4/19 $30,367.90 $2,446.50 $7,825.37 $100.00 

April 2019 

  

Balance 3/31/19 

Total Income 

Grand Total 

TOTAL PAID 

  

Balance 4/19 

N-WF Minutes RLF TOTAL 

        

$210.00 $1,130.47 $125,414.66 $166,966.01 

$260.00 $0.00 $97.93 $3,337.27 

$470.00 $1,130.47 $125,512.59 $170,303.28 

$210.00 $420.00 $0.00 $3,080.45 

        

$260.00 $710.47 $125,512.59 $167,222.83 

FBC Cave 

     We will be hosting our 
Vacation Bible School, The 
Incredible Race,   on June 
17th through the 21st from 6 
o’clock PM until 8:45 PM. For 
more information, please call 
479-248-7398.  

Pastor: Michael Battenfield 
Reporter: Jenny Henderson 

Mount Pleasant—Gravette, AR 

     We have had a blessed 
year with our new pastor Bri-
an Dean, his wife Carrie, and 
their three children, Cadence, 
Brice and Zyla-Bell. Sister 
Carrie plays the piano for us 
and her sister Amanda comes 
and plays the Guitar. The 
children bring special music.    
We have added a new sound 
system with a couple of big 
screen TV’s. This has helped 
with our music and an-
nouncements.  
     We were blessed to have 
added a new member. Sister 
Sheryl Laughard joined our 
church a few months ago by 
baptism.     
     We have begun plans for 
Vacation Bible School. We 
are also working on Christ-
mas Shoe Boxes.  September 
will be here before we know 
it. 
     Congratulations to our 
High School graduates, 
Louise McVay and Caleb 
Burnett, they were presented 
with Bibles from the church 
on May 19th. Our prayers are 

with them as they start their 
life’s journey.  
     Our Memorial Day Service 
at the church and Cemetery 
will be Sunday May 26’. 
Lunch to follow service and a 
short cemetery meeting after 
lunch. Our evening service 
will be dismissed. 
     Please pray for our sick 
ones, Brother Howard Spears, 
Brother John & Sister Elsie 
Philliber. Prayers go up for our 
Pastor’s father-in-law Brother 
Shawn Whorton.   
     A person’s most beautiful 
asset is not a head full of 
knowledge, but a heart full of 
love, an ear ready to listen 
and a hand willing to help oth-
ers! 

Pastor: Brian Dean 
Reporter: Cathleen Spears 

Beacon—Gravette, AR 

     We are finally in our new 
sanctuary! We began con-
struction of a new sanctuary 
last year and we opened our 
doors to the new sanctuary on 
March 31, 2019. Our new 
sanctuary will hold approxi-
mately 250 people for ser-
vices, and we've added sever-
al new Sunday School class-
rooms. If the parking lot 
looks full, there's gravel park-
ing in the back and the pas-
tor's yard as well. Come one 
come all! Just in case you 
miss a service, we are live-
streaming from FaceBook 
every Sunday morning at 
11:00 am. 
     Beacon Baptist Church is 
still a church that cares for its 
young people. RA's and GA's 
children's program begins 
June 5th for ages Preschool 
through 6th grade. Our VBS 

is scheduled for July 8th-
12th, Church Camp is July 
29th-Aug 2nd. 
     The youth group for BBC 
is still serving at the Samari-
tan Cafe' in Rogers, AR. Our 
next opportunities for service 
are slated for May 30th and 
June 29th. If anyone would 
like to serve in this capacity, 
contact our church for more 
information. 
     The youth group's theme is 
All In, they are all in for Je-
sus; fully committed to serv-
ing Jesus and reaching out to 
their friends and family for 
the Lord. They will see Youth 
camp and other youth retreats 
coming up this summer.   
     June offers several events 
at BBC to participate in. They 
include a Father's Day 
Breakfast on June 16th, and 
First Responders Picnic on 

June 22nd.  
     Beacon Baptist Church is 
hosting the Annual BMAO 
Meeting in September. You 
can contact the church for 
more information. We will 
also be hosting a fall Revival 
in September as well as the 
New Revival Quartet. 
     Beacon Baptist Church is a 
church "on the move". We are 
active and growing, inviting 
others to join in our mission as 
we exercise "The Great Com-
mission". 

Pastor: Ron Theis 
Reporter: Deby Hopping 

 

comed and ac-
cepted. We pray our current 
students will provide a loving 
environment and caring com-
munity, a place for new stu-
dents to fit. The circumstanc-
es become a good proving 
ground to evaluate if real 
discipleship is taking hold. 
This fall, one big welcoming 
event ABS will be participat-
ing in with other religious 
organizations in Faith Fest 
Day. We will be providing 
music, games, door prizes 
and food for students.  In 
addition ABS will have a 
table where we can greet stu-
dents and share about God 
and our ministry.  As we get 
closer to classes beginning 
we will share more infor-
mation about this day. 

ble to get ac-
quainted after, class in conver-
sation or on the basketball 
court or around the pool. Fi-
nally, of course, one of the 
best ways to get names is from 
you, in our churches and 
among our alumni! We always 
want you to inform us of any 
students from your church 
who will be attending the uni-
versity. So please take a little 
time now to review your high 
school graduates and let us 
know who is coming our way. 
That will give us time before 
classes begin to make a per-
sonal contact.  
     Summer is also time to plan 
back to school events, activi-
ties and fall programs. During 
the first few weeks after arriv-
ing on campus there are an 
exhaustive number of activi-
ties and events designed to get 
the attention of students. It can 
be very challenging to find 
ways to stand out from the 
mainstream in this environ-
ment. This is why we believe 
in the power of God to use US 
to reach out to others! New 
students want to feel wel-
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Send in your article by email to  

baptistbannerofthezarks@gmail.com 

Articles are due the last Mon-

day of the month prior to pub-

lication. 

Articles may include church 

reports OR articles of interest. 

Contact the editor for more 

information (479-544-7153). 
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