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Over and over in the Gos-
pels, we find Jesus retreating 
to the mountains or the lake to 
practice silence and solitude. 
Consider these passages: 

Jesus “departed and went 
out to a desolate place, and 
there he prayed” (Mk 1:35) 

Jesus “withdrew with his 
disciples to the sea” (Mk 3:7) 

Jesus “went out to the 
mountain to pray, and all night 
he continued in prayer” (Lk 
6:12) 

Jesus “withdrew from there 
in a boat to a desolate place by 
himself” (Mt 14:13) 

“after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up on the 
mountain by himself” (Mt 
14:23) 

And we must not forget 
what Peter said in 1 Peter 
2:21: “For to this you have 
been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you 
might follow in his steps.” 

Jesus is not our only exam-
ple of the spiritual discipline 
of silence and solitude. One of 
the most encouraging stories 

from the life of the Prophet 
Elijah is found in 1 Kings 
19:1-8. I encourage you to 
take a moment to read this 
passage. Elijah has just expe-
rienced tremendous, spiritual 
victory against the prophets 
of Baal on top of Mount Car-
mel, but this incurred the 
wrath of Queen Jezebel. Eli-
jah was emotionally and 
physically spent.  

When he came to the end 
of his strength, Elijah sat 
down under a broom tree 
(aka juniper tree) and told the 
Lord to take his life because 
he was done. Elijah was ex-
periencing the “Broom Tree 
Blues.” What is described in 
the next few verses is a mas-
ter class on dealing with burn 
out and exhaustion. The se-
quence goes like this: 

Elijah fell asleep under the 
broom tree. 

Elijah woke up, ate, and 
went back to sleep. 

Elijah awoke again, ate, 
and slept again. 

To quote a pastor friend of 

Return Service 

Requested 

Entrance to Camp Siloam, the new location of OBE 

Dear Campers, 
We are approaching another 

year of OBE in just about a 
month. I have to admit I’m a 
little anxious about this year. 
With the change of date and 
location to Camp Siloam, I’m 
not sure what to expect. At the 
same time, I’m excited about 
camp because we are all going 
to be together! We have a lot 
to look forward to. Camp Silo-
am is located just outside of 
Siloam Springs on AR 59. 
Sitting on 170 acres the camp 
will sleep 1,100 and the cafe-
teria is only a year old. We’ll 
enjoy the air-conditioned wor-
ship center. Bro. Micah Powell 
is returning as our evangelist.  
Bro. Paul Byford is returning 
as our worship leader. On top 
of that, there are a ton of new 
activities. 

This year our leadership has 
changed. The camp will have 
four directors of operations 
(Joel Young, Ben Crozier, Dan 
Carson, and Mark Shieldnight) 
these men are in charge of all 
the camp activities. I am look-
ing forward to serve has camp 

superintendent. Brad Wien-
eke is heading up recreation 
activities with a lot of help 
from volunteers. Camp Silo-
am is supplying staff for all 
their extra activities. 

Our camp theme this year 
is ENGAGE. The study 
comes from the book of Mat-
thew, specifically the Sermon 
on the Mount. I know that 
this is going to be a great and 
convicting study. We all need 
to be engaging our culture 
with more Truth, GOD’S 
WORD. 

The main reason we do 
OBE is to see souls saved. 
Please start praying for this 
camp for without prayer we 
have no power. Satan doesn’t 
like this camp. All sorts of 
thing happen leading up to 
OBE as we get ready each 
year. Please be praying with 
us. 

A Letter About OBE 
By Ron Shults 

Rejuvenating Power of Solitude 
By Wade Allen 

See SOLITUDE, Page 3 
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have extra expenses. Are you 
willing to not only continue to 
pay his salary during his time 
away, but also give him extra 
to cover his travel costs as 
well as pay the honorarium for 
the ones filling the pulpit? 

The need for solitude has 
never been greater in the life 
of your pastor. Insisting that 
your pastor take time to get 
away to spend alone with God 
might be the greatest invest-
ment that you as a church ever 
make in his life. Most pastors 
will never ask, but every pas-
tor will need time away at reg-
ular intervals in his ministry. 
Take the initiative and advo-
cate on behalf of your pastor. 
Why? Because when your 
pastor isn’t healthy, it makes it 
very difficult for the church to 
be healthy! 

into Europe with the gospel.  
He and his team planted 
churches in Philippi, Thessa-
lonica, Berea, Athens, Cor-
inth and at Ephesus (back in 
Asia).  In a letter to the 
church at Philippi, Paul 

acknowledged their faithful 
support:  “For even in Thes-
salonica ye sent once and 
again unto my necessi-
ty” (Philippians 4:16).  Thes-

3 2 

salonica was Paul’s next 
church plant after Philippi, and 
he stayed there evidently only 
three weeks.  Yet, in that short 
time, the brand new church at 
Philippi sent support to him 
more than once. 

 Paul told the church 
at Corinth:  “I robbed other 
churches, taking wages of 
them, to do you service.   And 
when I was present with you, 
and wanted, I was chargable 
to no man:  for that which was 
lacking to me the brethren 
which came from Macedonia 
supplied. . .” (II Corinthians 
11:8-9).  New Testament 
churches cooperated in the 
support of missionaries. 

A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Mount Pleasant—Gravette, AR 

We had a busy month in 
June. Our Church worked at 
Care & Share thrift store the 
first week. A special thanks 
to Mary Jo Lastovica from 
Cave Springs Baptist for her 
help.   

The last week of May we 
had our Memorial Service at 
Mount Pleasant. It’s always 
nice to see some of our 
church members that have 
moved away. Even though 
they are gone from the area 
they are still church family. 
The singing service was 
great. We appreciate Brother 
Larry and Sister Zina Weihe 
from the Hiwasse Nazarene 
Church doing our music for 
the cemetery business meet-
ing.  

Brother Brian and his 
Family will be going on va-
cation the last week of this 
month. We wish them safe 
travels. They will be missed. 
Bro. Dennis Green will fill in 

for Bro. Dean that Sunday.  
Please be in prayer for Bro. 

John Philliber who had open 
heart surgery on June 28th, and 
those of us who have been ill, 
Bro. Howard Spears and Elsie 
Philliber.   

We celebrated father’s Day 
with Gifts for the Oldest & 
Youngest Father attending.  
Brother Dean Fladager was the 
oldest and Brother Brian Dean 
the youngest. We also handed 
out small tokens of apprecia-
tion to all our fathers attend-
ing.  

I have often heard, “life is 
short you better enjoy it. But 
remember eternity is long and 
you better prepare for it.” 

 
Pastor, Brian Dean 

Reported By, Cathleen 
Spears 

  
 
 
  

mine from Perth, Australia, 
“Sometimes the most holy 
thing you can do in your spir-
itual life is to get flat-out for 
the Lord!” What did he mean, 
you ask? He meant that 
sometimes the best thing we 
can do for our spiritual well-
being is to rest! 

The Bible tells us, “Come 
to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for 
your souls” (Mt 11:28-29). It 
is God’s desire for us to rest 
in Him, but that is next to 
impossible in the chaotic 
maelstrom of life as we know 
it. Just like Jesus, we have to 
find opportunity to withdraw 
from the crowds and the cha-
os.  

In research published in 
2017, the Barna Group evalu-
ated the “state of pastors” in 
our current culture and cli-
mate. One issue that they 
discovered is that while pas-
tors are much more likely to 
be energized by their work 
than the average U.S. adult, 

they are also more likely to 
be plagued by feelings of 
emotional and mental exhaus-
tion. Therein lays the para-
dox—that which fulfills us 
also eats away at us day by 
day. The solution is simple… 
pastors need opportunity for 
solitude—time to be alone 
with their Creator. 

So where do we go from 
here? None of us (pastors) 
has time to get away, and 
unfortunately our busyness is 
often equated with our holy 
fervor. What is the solution? 

Pastors, I challenge you to 
evaluate your own spiritual, 
emotional and mental health. 
God the Father sent His Son 
to be the Savior of the world, 
not you and not me. We are 
called to love, teach, lead and 
shepherd the people that He 
has put in our care. We can-
not do this well if we are not 
caring for ourselves. 

Church members, I chal-
lenge you to insist that your 
pastor take time off to care 
for his soul. This will require 
time and sacrifice on your 
part. If your pastor is away, 
somebody will have to pick 
up the slack. Are you willing 
to do that? If your pastor 
hopes to get away, he will 

Over the years, growing up 
at OBE, I always admired the 
leadership within our camp. I 
always wondered what it 
would be like to be that sort of 
leader. About five years ago, I 
got to know when I stepped 
into the Alternate Activities 
role. Camp is my favorite time 
of year, and I spend the year 
praying and planning for eve-
ryone and everything involved 
in it. For alternate activities 

ney.  There is evidence also 
of additional churches al-
ready in existence in the re-
gions of Syria and Cilicia, 
areas which had not been 
visited by Paul on his first 
missionary tour.  Paul’s home 
town of Tarsus was in Cilicia, 
and Galatians 1:21-24 indi-
cates that Paul planted 
churches in Syria and Celicia 
before Barnabas sought him 
out to assist him in the work 
at Antioch (Acts 11:25-26).  
The movement was spreading 
rapidly, and churches that 
were the fruit of missions 
were born with a missionary 
spirit that prompted support 
of church planters. 

On Paul’s second mission-
ary journey he received a 
Macedonian call that led him 

Continued from Page 1 
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By  George Reddin 

Last month, we took time 
to examine and explore one 
of the many biblical prece-
dents for working together in 
associational work. You may 
recall we opened up to Acts 
15 to discover how the Jeru-
salem Counsel, an association 
of like believing Christians 
settled controversy in doc-
trine.  

II.Supporting Missionaries   
Another example of church 

cooperation in the first century 
was the support of missionar-
ies.  When the Jerusalem 
Council convened, churches 
existed not only in Jerusalem 
and Antioch but also in cities 
visited by Paul and Barnabas 
on their first missionary jour-

Bible Precedents for Associational 

Work (Part 2 of 4) 

9square, and pickle ball. Make 
sure your kids know if they 
plan on going to the water 
games, they should expect to 
get wet and muddy. This 
means that they should have 
clothes that parents and guard-
ians don’t mind being ruined. 
If you or someone you know 
would like to help with any-
thing game wise, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me, 
Brad, or Cristi. 

I’m so excited for all of our 
churches to be back together in 
one week so we can continue 
to make new relationships. 
Kids and adults should expect 
to make new friends and meet 
new people. I’m excited to 
love on and pour into these 
kiddos this year.  

Please continue to pray for 
our camp and our Superinten-
dent, Ron Shults; our Direc-
tors of operation, Joel Young, 
Ben Crozier, Dan Carson, and 
Mark Shieldnight; our teach-
ers; our evangelist, Micah 
Powell; our worship leader, 
Paul Byford; and the Camp 
Siloam Staff that will be help-
ing us this year. Lastly, pray 
for our campers, as some may 
not even know the name of 
Jesus.  I can’t wait to see eve-
ryone there!  

OBE Activities 

By Kayleigh Dye 

Fellowship—Bella Vista, AR 

We have been blessed with 
a new member. Welcome, 
Anthony!!! 

We are praying for camp, 
for those going, and for our 
new place. I know, after get-
ting to look it over, that it 
looks like it’s going to be a 
great camp! I think that the 
kids are going to love it! It is 
going to be different, lots of 
changes. Our challenge as 
sponsors will be to know 
where everything is, especially 
the kids. We CAN DO IT! 
We’re looking forward to see-

ing everyone in one week 
instead of two weeks! 

We had a special gift for 
our fathers on Father’s Day. 
Each one was given a hat, 
with our church logo on it 
with pen and pad. Be thankful 
for your father and grandfa-
thers every day. In the times 
that we live in today, thank 
God we have men that are 
willing to lead their home 
towards God and not the 
world and the grandfathers 
that see to it that their grand-
children are in church and 

Eastside—Fayetteville 

We are rejoicing over two 
new members; Frank and Don-
na Stevens have joined our 
work. 

June has been a busy month 
for our church. We hosted the 
mission rally and we were 
happy to see everyone. Chick-
en salad 
sand-
wiches, 
fruit, and 
dessert 
were served to about seventy-
five people. After the meal, 
Donny Parrish spoke with us 
about the work of Lifeword 
sharing the gospel throughout 
the world. 

Our church has a new look. 
We have a new metal roof 

after the wind storm damaged 
our old one and we have re-
paved the parking lot and 
added new handrails to the 
entrance of the church. 

At the end of June, about 
30 campers and sponsors left 
for camp at Bogg Springs 

 
Pastor, 

Dr. 
Tom 

Hoover  
Reporter, Judy Faulkner 

hear and know the Word of 
God. May you all be blessed 
for being the leaders in your 
homes. 

Next month, a group of us 
are heading to Kentucky. We 
will be going to see the Ark 
and the Creation Museum. 
More to come on this next 
month! 

Mark your Calendars! We 
will be hosting the August 
Missionary Rally on August 

17th. Yes, that’s right, on a 
Saturday!  We will be having a 
fish fry!  We are very excited 
to be hosting this.  Our meal 
will be at 12 and the meeting 
will start at 1:30. 

  
Pastor, Bro. Strickland 

Reporter, Kathy Lovvorn 
  

this year, you can expect wa-
ter games, including kickball, 
messy twister, and capture 
the cone. We are also plan-
ning for face painting, bingo, 
and everyone’s favorite, the 
chalk drawing contest! We 
are adding in several tourna-
ment games. Some of these 
you may not have heard of 
before, such as carpet ball, 

ACTIVITIES on pg. 3 

Continued from Page 2 

Activities 

PRECEDENTS on pg. 3 

Continued from Page 2 

Precedents 


