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Word Heard at ABS... 

istry. 

 Warren has been able to make 

use of the winter break to meet 

and minister with the numerous 

international students on campus. 
He has met them for conversation, 

given rides, met parents, and other 

seemingly small but timely actions 

for these who are far from home. 

 You may remember when 

some of us from ABS traveled to 

Thailand. One of those Thai uni-

versity students we befriended in 

Bangkok is now studying Bible at 

the BMA Seminary in Jackson-

ville, TX. The Lord used that rela-
tionship to draw him into purpose-

ful relationship with Jesus Christ 

and now into the ministry.  We 

met with him early this month to 

be introduced to his fiancé and see 

each other face-to-face again. His 

fire for his Lord and Savior is ex-

citing to experience. Thanks be to 

God for letting us see such fruit. 

 Thank you to our prayer war-

riors for lifting this ministry to the 
Lord’s throne. We need His ena-

blement, strength, and wisdom 

daily. Thank you also to those 

individuals who prayerfully sup-

port ABS financially, as individu-

als or through your church, so that 

this ministry can continue to im-

pact lives for Jesus Christ and the 

world.   

 God bless you. 

 Warren and Brad 

Banner Address 

 You may send your articles 

to hendren@cox.net if you have 

email available. Or you may send 

it to Larry Hendren, P.O. Box 

1536, Gentry, AR 72734.  

 You may also continue to 

send it to Baptist Banner, P.O. 

Box 811, Gravette, AR 72736. 

 Articles should be sent be-

tween the first and the tenth day 

of each month. 

 For changes of address, 

please give name, old address, 

and new address. 

Eastside Invitation... 

 The "Gospel Echoes" will be 

presenting the program at 

Eastside Baptist Church on  Sat-

urday evening, February 23, 2013 

at 7:00 pm. 

 Eastside Baptist Church is 

located  325 South Crosover 

Road in Fayetteville.  

 We hope to see you there. 

 Bro. Shawn Whorton is 

available for pulpit supply or as 

the Lord leads. You may contact 

him at 479-267-1836 (home) or 

479-790-9811. 

 Bro. Marvin Loyd is availa-

ble for pulpit supply or as the 

Lord leads. You may contact him 

at 479-248-2701. 

 Bro. Ivan Faulkner is availa-

ble for pulpit supply or as the 

Lord leads. You may contact him 

at 479-236-8806 . 

 Bro. Billy Brace is available 

for pulpit supply or as the Lord 

leads. You may call him at 479-

381-6608 

 Bro. James Snow, of Lin-

coln, is available and recom-

mended for pulpit supply as the 

Lord leads.  He may be contacted 

at (479) 684-8333, or through his 

pastor, Brad Harris. 

Available Ministers... 

Baptist Banner for January 

2013 

 

Where does the time go?  2012 

has been an amazing year and 

a lot has happened for us down 

here in the Fort Smith River 

Valley.  We have witnessed 42 

professions of faith, ministered 

to many in our community, 

made ‘lots of contacts, are 

building relationships with 20 

families, personally discipling 

8 people, and are now looking 

forward to what the Lord has 

in store for 2013.   

 

It has been great to see how 

the Lord is using our ministry.  

4 nights of the week we are 

intentionally and deliberately 

helping people to grow in their 

relationship with Christ.  It is 

exciting to see those partici-

pating growing. Sometimes it 

seems to us that we aren’t 

making that big of an impact.  

We talk to many, share Jesus 

with those who will listen, 

invest time in people in hopes 

to see them come to know 

Christ, pour our lives into a 

community with limited re-

sults, but yet God seems to 

always confirm that we are 

right where He wants us to be 

and are doing what He has 

called us to do. 

 

I will honestly admit this has 

been a tough field.  Every-

where we turn there seems to 

be another obstacle or hurdle 

that gets in the way.  We are 

not discouraged but encour-

aged.  I am doing a study with 

other missionaries through the 

book of Acts and we are dis-

covering mission work has 

never been easy work.  There 

is always going to be opposi-

tion so we must depend upon 

the Holy Spirit to lead us.   

 

This study has reminded me 

that this is not my work or 

even our work but it is God’s 

work!  Bro. I.V. Hight often 

reminded me of this by saying, 

“God has not called you to 

build a great big church.  He 

has called you to preach the 

Word and love people.  God 

will build His church.  Stop 

trying to do His job.”  This is 

good advice from a wise man 

 The holidays have flown by 

and left many of us more exhaust-

ed than normal.  But for us at the 

University of Arkansas the semes-

ter begins whether we are ready or 
not.  And the work continues. 

 There were some young peo-

ple around over break due to work 

obligations. We were thankful that 

some of them helped with the 

work of parking cars for basket-

ball games. Thank you to those 

who visited us on your way to the 

game.  It encourages us that you 

think of us while you are in town 

and that you bless the ministry.   
 Warren remarked that he en-

joyed attending a mission rally in 

December and visiting with our 

fellow missionary, Darrin Smith.  

He has much work before him in 

Barling and the greater Fort Smith 

area.  May God bless him and his 

family, and may we be a blessing 

to that ministry. 

 Our Thanksgiving Fellowship 

was a big success.  Thank you to 
Spring Creek Baptist Church for 

bringing a delicious ham and the 

Philips for bringing turkey.  Their 

help makes it such an enjoyable 

time for all.  We also wanted to 

thank Temple Baptist Church for 

bringing a fantastic ham meal the 

week before Thanksgiving to whet 

our appetites.  The churches and 

other supporters who bring meals 

are much appreciated for contrib-
uting in a personal way to the min-

 Can you believe it’s 2013?  

Some of us are old enough that 

we’re surprised to see 2013! God 

has blessed us with more time; 

the question is what will we do 

with it. The Bible tells us how to 

approach everything we do. 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 

do, do it with thy might (Eccl. 

9:10).” 

  DiscipleGuide Information 

Services is trying to gather all the 

information possible for the next 

edition of the BMAA Directory 

 A few years ago I saw an old 

family friend in the store. After 

reminiscing a bit he asked about 

my brother, “Well tell LeRoy I said 

Hello.” Later that day when I called 

my brother to mention that I’d seen 

our old friend, he said, “Well, that 

can’t be good!”  

 LeRoy automatically assumed 

that if the hospice chaplain had 

seen him he must not be long for 

this world! I explained that it was a 

Wal Mart encounter, not a hospice 

encounter. 

 I get that reaction sometimes 

Great Resource for Church Leaders... 

and Handbook.  

 Submitting your completed 

DiscipleGuide church letter form 

and mailing an offering will en-

sure this resource is an effective 

tool in the hands of church lead-

ers. We want it to be all it can be 

and needs to be, but we can’t do it 

without your help. 

 The deadline for submitting 

the letter online is February 15 

and it can be found at Disciple-

Guide.org/ChurchLetter. 

Bobby L. Hudgens 

when people see my name tag. 

Many people think that hospice 

means that we give up all hope.  

 When I started doing this, 

working as a chaplain for a local 

hospice, I didn’t really know what 

to expect or what I would experi-

ence. Here are a few things I’ve 

noticed.  

 Hospice is not about giving up. 

It is about living those last days, 

weeks, or months as best as you 

possibly can. The hospice chaplain 

is not about death-bed conversions, 

although there have been some of 

those. Privacy concerns don’t let 

me talk about those.  

 I’ve noticed that most people 

pretty much die as they’ve lived. 

Most people who have lived with-

out God will die without God. It 

has to remain their choice whether 

to accept or reject God.  

 Family relationships occasion-

ally see “death-bed conversions” 

too, but usually families will face 

death pretty much as they’ve faced 

life.  

 Someone said, “But you’ll be 

around dying people all the time.” 

But aren’t we anyway? Show me 

how you’re living, and I’ll guess 

pretty close to how you’ll die.  

 Some of the most “sacred mo-

ments,” and some of the sweetest 

smiles I’ve ever seen have been as a 

dear saint entered eternity. 

 If I were your chaplain, I’d 

want to know if you are at peace; 

first of all with God, second with 

your fellow man (especially your 

family), and third with the disease 

you are facing. Some things just 

aren’t fair...you can ask our Old 

Testament friend Job about that 

one...are you at peace with the 

“unfair nesses” in your life? 

 There are more thoughts...but 

I’m out of “white space to fill” 

for now. 

Larry Hendren 

Life Journey.. 

like him.  I am thinking about 

something else he told me one 

day on the golf course.  We 

were moving our ministry 

from Benton, AR to Haskell 

and I said to him, “Man I real-

ly want to make a big splash 

when we get to Haskell.”  He 

just looked at me and laughed 

and said, “Son, if you make to 

big of splash you are going to 

drain your mud hole!”  Some-

times we want to do more 

than we are equipped to do.  

We must do what we can with 

what God has given us. 

 

Life Journey wants to make an 

impact and we will do all we 

can to see people come to 

Christ and then help them to 

grow in their relationship with 

Him.  Thank you for all your 

support in 2012 and are look-

ing forward to seeing what 

God will do in 2013.  Happy 

New Year and we pray that 

God will bless your ministry 

this year and even in the years 

to come.  

 

Darrin Smith 

Mission Rally... 

 The BMA of the Ozarks will 

meet at  Fellowship Baptist 

Church in Bella Vista on Tues-

day, February 12, 2013. The 

meeting will begin with a meal 

and refreshments at 6:00 p.m.  

 The program will follow at 

7:00 and will be presented by 

Bro. Tim Reddin, pastor of 

Turner Street Baptist Church in 

Springdale. 

 Fellowship church is located 

at 502 Lancashire Blvd. in Bella 

Vista.  

Church Seeks Pastor... 

 Colcord Missionary Baptist 

Church is seeking a pastor. Those 

interested may contact them by 

mail; 

Bill Hickman 

19216 State Hwy 116 

Colcord, OK 74338 

or 

 phone 918-326-4582 

or 

 colcordmissionarybaptist.org 

Nueva Esperanza... 

 Hello readers of the Bap-

tist Banner. 

 Incredible but true, by the 

grace of God we are living in 

2013. We say that time passes 

quickly but the truth is that the 

day still have 24 hours. We 

are the once who live in a very 

rushed way. 

 December in New Hope 

was totally different from pri-

or years. Families stayed in, 

everyone stayed in their 

house. We had good attend-

ance on Sundays. We had new 

visitors. We had a wedding of 

a couple who did not attend 

church and have started to at-

tending. As a church we had 

two Christmas dinners, every-

body was happy eating gaining 

a few pounds.  

 The bad thing was that we 

had three church-related funer-

als. 

 We went to Houston TX 

to accompany a church family 

that her brother died. It was a 

time to give comfort to the 

whole family and they were 

very grateful that we were 

down there to support them in 

times of sorrow.  

 Returning from Houston, 

another sister from church 

asked me to go and preach to 

another funeral in Bentonville. 

It was a good thing to go as 

the family was alone. There 

were no known friends, only 

family and children crying for 

her grandmother who had died.  

 Here in my house we start-

ed the year also sad because 

my uncle died in Mexico and 

although I wanted to be there 

at this time of sadness I was 

unable to go. 

 Well this year we are once 

again in the hands of God, and 

expect good things to happen 

in our lives, families and 

church. 

Blessings, 

Bro. Francisco Martinez 

 

 

 The children of Jeff and 

Kathy Lovvorn invite you to help 

celebrate their parents' 25th Wed-

ding Anniversary on Saturday, 

March 9, 2013, from 2:00 until 

5:00 P.M. at the Fellowship Bap-

tist Church, 502 West Lancashire 

Blvd., Bella Vista, AR.  

 Your presence will be your 

cherished gift to Jeff and Kathy." 

Anniversary... 

Hospice Chaplain... 
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News from the Churches of the BMA of the Ozarks 

Calvary, Fayetteville 

 We have reached the dawn-

ing of a New Year. I do not 

make any new year resolutions. 

As I was thinking about all the 

many resolutions people make, 

this scripture from the Apostle 

Paul came to mind.  "Brethren, 

my heart's desire and prayer to 

God for Israel is, that they might 

be saved."  I decided right then 

and there that this is my verse for 

2013, only changing the word 

"Israel" to "America." I think 

verse 2 and 3 also speak to a lot 

of what is going on in America.   

  Upward Basketball and 

Cheerleading practice started on 

Dec. 10th and the first games 

begin Saturday, Jan. 12th.  

 The 100 days of prayer for 

Upward started on Nov. 26th and 

God has answered prayer. The 

coach and referee training went 

well. Scholarships are being 

provided for those who cannot 

afford to participate, and many 

have stepped forward to volun-

teer to help coach, referee, work 

in concessions, bring devotionals 

and to do many other things that 

must be done to make Upward a 

success.  Thank you Lord. We 

will continue praying for people 

to be saved. 

 Forever Young met in De-

cember at the home of Loretta 

Curtsinger. A good time of fun, 

food, and fellowship was had by 

all.   

 The Adult choir and the 

Children's choir blessed our 

hearts with their Christmas musi-

cals. Both presentations were 

wonderful and inspiring, but you 

know how little children can 

steal your heart away. Our little 

ones did just that. They did a 

great job and some of them have 

a great set of lungs. 

 Calvary enjoyed a potluck 

meal on Sunday morning, Dec. 

30th, following the morning 

worship service. It provided us a 

time of food and fellowship. 

 The Youth Group is a busy 

bunch of teens. They will be host-

ing a soup and sandwich luncheon 

on Sunday, January 20th. They are 

also keeping our vans nice and 

clean and we love and appreciate 

them. 

 Calvary lost another long-time 

member in December. Mrs. Lela 

Shipman went to be with the Lord 

on Christmas morning.  Please 

keep Bro. Chester and the family in 

your prayers. 

 We are happy to tell you that 

Bro. Phil Misenheimer has accept-

ed the call of Calvary as our Inter-

im Pastor, effective January 1st. 

Bro. Phil has already encouraged 

us to make a new commitment to 

the Lord. The past is gone forever 

and the future is not yet here, so 

the only time we can have an im-

pact on what we do for the Lord is 

the present. These were words of 

encouragement that everyone 

needs. Please pray for Bro. Phil 

and Joyce as they labor together 

with us. 

Phil Misenheimer,  Interim Pastor 

Shirley Wilson, Reporter 

 

   
Eastside, Fayetteville 

 December is always a 
busy month and it has been 
busy at Eastside but we 
have also enjoyed many 
blessings. Bro Jared has 

been preaching a series of 
messages, “When God 
Showed Up.” 
 We were privileged to 
have Bro Jesse Hales and 
his wife Rebecca the first 
Sunday morning in Decem-
ber. The Hales are preparing 
to minister to the children in 
our churches in the Domini-
can Republic.  
 We need to pray for this 
couple as they attend lan-
guage school and make 
preparations. 
 Our Senior Saints at-
tended the Christmas Pro-

gram at Pine Mountain in 
Eureka Springs. Everyone 
enjoyed the music and trip. 
Also the Senior Saints met 
the following week to pre-
pare a bowl with goodies and 
give a poinsettia to each of 
our shut-ins. As we delivered 
the goodies, we sang Christ-
mas Carols. They always 
make us feel welcome and 
fill our hearts with joy. After-
wards, we enjoyed dinner 
together before returning 
back to the church. 
 Our church delivered  
meals to almost 50 living in 

7Hills. 7Hills gives adults a 
place to live and the oppor-
tunity to save money and 
prepare to be independent 
again.  
 We are proud of our 

youth in many ways. They 
had been practicing each 
Sunday evening before 

AWANA for a Christmas 
play. Many had been sick 
and we were not sure if the 
play would be presented. 
But on Sunday morning 
each of our youth had mem-
orized their lines and they 
presented “Messiah has 
come to Earth.” Also the 
AWANA group presented 
each adult with a sack of 
goodies as a way of saying 
“Thanks” for the AWANA 
program and the church 
presented each child with a 
wrapped present. 
 On Christmas Eve, we 

had a very meaningful ser-
vice. Bro Jared read scrip-
tures and we sang Christ-
mas Carols. It made each of 
us thankful for our Savior 
who came as a baby on that 
Christmas night.  
 We appreciate Bro Phil 
Misenheimer for being our 
bulletin editor and Joyce for 
assisting at the piano. We 
will miss them while Bro Phil 
will be interim pastor at Cal-
vary.  
 We closed the month 
with singing, praising and 
thankful hearts in the even-
ing service. 

Jared Byrns, Pastor 

Judy Faulkner, Reporter 
 

 

Fellowship, Bella Vista 

 Hello Banner Readers, 

 Here at Fellowship we have 

been having a great time serving 

the Lord. To do some catch up, we 

had our Christmas program with 

the choir singing and some spe-

cials. The kids also helped out with 

them dressing up and singing al-

so. It was a great time in serving 

the Lord. We also took the children 

church out for bowling and piz-

za. All had a great time, we took 

them to Bentonville Bowl on Sun-

day after church, all the kids did a 

great job sharing and having 

fun. We then took them back to 

serve pizza. Then the got to watch 

a movie "Walking Across 

Egypt."  If you have not gotten to 

see this movie, it is a great one.   

 We also had a GREAT Christ-

mas dinner at church, I tell you the 

ladies sure can cook at Fellow-

ship! Thanks goes out to everyone 

who helped out. We had our pro-

gram Sunday morning and lunch 

then canceled evening services and 

our Wed night. So that our families 

could go and be with their families 

during the Christmas Season.   

 Our kids now have started a 

food drive to help out one of our 

local churches food bank, we are 

caring this over till the end of Janu-

ary. The kids really like help out 

when they can.   

  Well the New Year is here, So 

question is this, what did you did 

Jan1? It was on a Wed... did you 

make it to church to start the new 

year out right?   

 We have been having a great 

attendance in the past weeks. We 

have even been blessed and hit 50 

or bit higher at times. PRAISE 

THE LORD. But with the flu bug 

been going around some have been 

out sick. As the new year is start-

ing I wonder if we can be faithful 

to the football games and sit 

through all it has, but can't make it 

to church on Sunday morning. At a 

sports event you have cold, hard 

seats, everyone screaming and 

hollering and cold. At church you 

have padded, soft seats with only 

one person talking and warm. This 

year make a commitment that you 

can keep, be faithful to your 

church.  It is a real easy one to 

keep, and trust me your pastor will 

smile every time he sees you 

there! Also remember to pray and 

read your bible everyday.   

 May the Lord bless you in the 

coming year. 

 Dan Fagala, Pastor 

Kathy Lovvorn, Reporter 
 

 

First Baptist, Cave Springs 

 Welcome Christian friends to 

a new year.  

 We must focus on what the 

Lord wants for our lives in the 

days, weeks and months to come. 

Psalm 139:23, 24 say, “Search me, 

O God and know my heart; try me 

and know my thoughts, And see if 

there be any wicked way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlast-

ing.” 

 December was a busy month 

for everyone. Timeless Treasures 

and 55+, Christmas fellowship we 

met at AQ Chicken on the 7th. 

Sponsors made a poster board with 

famous people on it, young and 

old. We had to guess who they 

were. Who ever guessed the most 

received a prize. It was great fun. 

 Lakeview Baptist and Cave 

Spring choirs combined together to 

perform a Christmas cantata, 

"Swaddling Clothes." Two perfor-

mances all came and those who 

sang received a blessing in the 

Lord. 

 On the 16th morning services 

the young people of the church 

presented a program. Directed by 

Dianne Brashan. It was about a 

mother with 2 teenage daughters. 

The daughters did not understand 

the real meaning of Christmas. 

Mom began reading the Bible, the 

story of the birth of Jesus. Then the 

characters of the birth of Jesus 

came on and off the stage. Then,  

singing of the favorite hymnals, the 

children and youth did a great job. 

Praise God for these young people. 

 The Gospel Crusaders Class 

got together to fellowship on the 

17th. They had VHS tapes of past 

gatherings transferred to DVDs. 

These gatherings were of the peo-

ple over 65 at that time, they would 

have been a lot younger then. Most 

have gone on to be with the Lord. 

It was great to see these films and 

faces of times gone by. 

 Jessica Cox joined our church 

in November. 

 Bud Whitman had triple by-

pass surgery. He is now at home 

and recovering nicely. 

 A dear saintly soul went to be 

with the Lord January 3. Donald 

Pace was 90 years old. He was a 

deacon, and friend who will be 

greatly missed by all. Pray for this 

family. 

 December 30,John and Linda 

Allen's daughter Amanda and her 

family blessed our church service 

in songs of our Savior. Wonderful-

ly performed. 

 Timeless Treasures will be 

having a luncheon at the church on 

January19. 

 Brother Dennis Green filled in 

for our pastor on December 30. He 

has be teaching on Revelation on 

Wednesday nights. Very informa-

tive and excellent study. Everyone 

has and is enjoying this study. 

Gary Brewer, Pastor 

Jeanie Green, Reporter  
 

 

Maysville, Maysville 

 Hello to All From Maysville, 

 December was a busy month 

for us! We started our month by 

decorating our church. We had our 

annual Hanging of the Greens ser-

vice, in which many of our mem-

bers participated in telling the sto-

ries behind a lot of our traditional 

Christmas decorations. It was a fun 

service and really gave the church 

building a cheerful look. A special 

thanks to John and Rhonda Mere-

dith for helping to arrange this 

service! 

 On the second Sunday in De-

cember, we went Christmas carol-

ing after church. We had a big 

group of both children and adults, 

and we even had some who had 

never been caroling before, which 

is always exciting. We were able to 

go to about 10 different houses 

around the area and handed out gift 

baskets at each one. It is so reward-

ing to be able to go and spread 

Christmas cheer during the holi-

days and remind others and our-

selves about the true meaning of 

Christmas. It is as much a blessing 

to the ones singing as it is to the 

ones listening. And, we can't forget 

to thank the ladies that had hot 

cocoa and chili waiting back at the 

church for us when we got done!  

 Judy Easley's annual Christ-

mas party is something a lot of us 

look forward to all year long and 

this year, it was no disappoint-

ment! We had lots of delicious 

snacks and as usual, her house was 

decorated beautifully for the 

Christmas season. We had a White 

Elephant gift exchange, which 

allowed some of the participants to 

"steal" gifts from others. The 

whole evening was filled with fun 

and laughter and was such a merry 

time. Thanks to Ms. Judy for being 

the hostess and for setting every-

thing up! 

 Advent has become an annual 

Christmas tradition for us, with 

different members getting up each 

Sunday of the Christmas season 

and lighting the Advent candles 

and reading scripture. It is a great 

way to keep our focus on Christ 

and His sacrifice for us during all 

of the other events surrounding the 

holidays. The last part of the Ad-

vent was done on the last morning 

service before Christmas. It was a 

beautiful ceremony and was a 

blessing to the people who partici-

pated as well as to the church in 

general. Thanks to Jan Janes for 

helping to arrange the Advent cere-

monies and for appointing the posi-

tions. 

 Our Christmas program ended 

the festivities, with a short skit, 

singing, and gift exchange. Our 

elementary students worked hard 

on their Christmas skit all month 

long, practicing on Wednesday 

nights. They were able to work 

together and did really well with 

all of their parts. It is such a bless-

ing to see these kids, some of 

which don't receive much encour-

agement at home, come together 

and diligently work to learn their 

lines and perform. After the Christ-

mas program, we had a fellowship 

dinner and the kids all received 

gifts, which they were very excited 

about! Thanks to all of the adults 

who bought gifts for the children 

and thanks to Steve Selby for ar-

ranging the skit and the singing for 

the program! The Christmas season 

at Maysville was busy and fun, but 

the real reason for the season is 

Christ. Now that Christmas is over, 

though, many miss the excitement 

of the holidays.  However, now 

begins what I believe is a special 

time of year, the time between 

Christmas and the coming holiday 

of Easter, a time to reflect on 

Christ's life and ministry that ended 

when He died on the cross and 

three days later rose again. Instead 

of letting these last couple of 

months of winter be bleak and 

dreary, allow them to build antici-

pation for Easter, when our victory 

over death was won, when Jesus 

made the ultimate sacrifice for us!  

 Until Next Month, 

 Raymond Scott, Pastor 

Brittney Scott, Reporter 
 

 

New Prospect, Garfield 

Activities since last report:   
 Sunday, December 16 – 17 of 

us went Christmas caroling. It was 

so fun to see Ty and Cole Myers 

(Frank and Becky Sutherland’s 

grandsons) enjoy it so much.  Sun-

day, December 23 was our Christ-

mas program and we realized that 

we have many talented members. 

We pray each of you had a very 

blessed Christmas and New Year 

celebrations. Wednesday, January 

2, Philip, Christi and Natalie Corn 

received a great blessing, as James 

Andrew Corn arrived in this world. 

Please keep them and the 3 other 

moms/dads-to-be in our church in 

prayer. 

Upcoming activities:  
 January 9-our ladies will con-

tinue their study of the “Really Bad 

Girls of the Bible.” February 2 at 

9am, the ladies invite you to bring 

your scissors and join them as they 

enjoy breakfast and then make 

blankets for the women’s shelter. 

Money Will Help by Faith Dye 

 I went to Oklahoma a few 

weeks back, and I saw one of those 

big, fancy casinos. I realized some-

thing when I thought about how 

much money it took to build one of 

those. The money they used to 

build that casino could have helped 

this world a lot. 

 They could have built or 

helped churches. They could have 

given it to the missionaries all over 

the world; those people need it to 

build new and helpful resources for 

the unfortunate. They could have 

given the money to help sick or 

hurt kids; some kids don’t have the 

money to pay for treatments or 

bills. Some charities could have 

used that money to do good deeds 

and help more people. 

Those people could have used that 

money for so many other things, 

instead they used it to be greedy. 

Think about it!  What can you use 

your money for, besides yourself?   

Ron Shults, Pastor 

Faith Dye, Reporter 
 

Plainview, Jay, OK 

 December was a month of joy, 

sadness and many blessings.  Our 

former pastor, Rob Riley lost his 

son Zack.  Our love to Rob and the 

family. 

 Joan Chesney (Bro. Conley’s 

mom) has been in and out of the 

hospital with a staph infection.  

Pray for her. 

 Bro. Conley received a clean 

bill of health from his Tulsa doctor. 

Praise the Lord! 

 The flu has made its rounds in 

our folks too. 

 Our visitors were Lou and 

Ladonna Pickup and children and 

her mother Cherokee Springwater. 

 Our fellowship was the 16th 

with a bountiful lunch and gift 

exchange. We also went to Monroe 

Manor with lap quilts, pillows and 

stuffed animals for 50 residents 

there. It was a blessing to bring joy 

to those residents some who are 

old friends. 

 Birthdays for December were 

Erica Chesney, Lester Long, Cathy 

Hughes and Sandra Hawkins. 

 December 19th was a surprise 

70th birthday party for Sis. Betty. 

There were about 32 in attendance. 

Lindberg classmates and 3 of the 

Allen sisters came. It was fun to 

share school memories with them. 

Karen took pictures of Betty with 

everyone attending and is making 

her an album of memories. Thanks 

for coming everyone! 

 Mary Walker spent Christmas 

with Cheryl and family in North 

Carolina. Bill’s brother Charlie 

now has mouth cancer.  Remember 

him in prayer. 

 Pray for Bro. Conley’s work 

with the jail trustees. 

 May God Bless our churches 

in 2013! 

     Conley Chesney, Pastor 

 Caroliene West, Reporter       
 

 

Spring Creek, Springdale 

 Greetings from Spring Creek 

Missionary Baptist Church in 

Springdale, Arkansas. We would 

like to wish each Church in our 

association a Happy New Year! III 

John 2 says “Beloved, I wish above 

all things that thou mayest prosper 

and be in health, even as thy soul 

prospereth,” It is our prayer that 

each church would prosper spiritu-

ally in 2013.  

 We enjoyed our Children’s 

Christmas Program “Cooking Up 

Christmas”  on December 16. We 

had over 50 in attendance this 

evening. We also had great food, 

fellowship and exchange of cards 

and gifts after the program.  

 We continue to have first time 

and returning visitors on Sunday 

mornings. The men of our church 

are still meeting before Sunday 

School for a time of prayer.  

 On Sunday evening, Decem-

ber 30, we had Bro. Jesse and Re-

becca Hales come and share their 

ministry to the Dominican Repub-

lic. A love offering was received 

for this wonderful couple. 

 We are studying the Book of 

Romans on Wednesday evening. 

 We still love to put things on 

our new sign, to share God’s love 

and message to people who drive 

by in their cars or on their bicycles. 

There are a lot of cyclists on Wag-

on Wheel Road. We want to be salt 

and light in our community and 

make a difference. I know, like 

you, we are praying for more souls 

to be saved and lives to be 

changed.  

 Love in Christ, 

Allen Akin, Reporter 

 
Summers, Summers 

 Greetings for a new year, 2013 

at Summers Missionary Baptist 

Church! 

 The Lord has blessed our 

church in Summers this past year 

with professions of faith, baptisms, 

and memberships transferred. We 

praise the Lord for His goodness 

News from the Churches of the BMA of the Ozarks 

and mercy as our SMBC continues 

to grow in his Grace. 

 The holiday season was such a 

spirit filled time following a won-

der praise service, leading right in 

to the “Hanging of the Greens,” 

Christmas tree time, our Christmas 

play under the direction of Sis. 

Tiffany and Bro. Joel Young, car-

oling, food baskets, gift donations, 

and so much more. It is always a 

delight to see God’s hand leading 

congregation in fellowship and 

growth. It is so good to see the 

youth as they over come the fear of 

being on stage to a confidence that 

occasionally overflows into a little 

bit of adlib lines and actions. The 

manger scene with Shepherds, 

sheep and donkeys lends itself to 

friendly fun. Chuckling as you see 

the “little fellers” misbehave a little 

and parents cringe.  Little do they 

know that at this time of zany fun 

they are learning to get up before 

people and honor God. As Grand-

parents it is easy to remember back 

when we were the parents and did 

not see the humor in the wonderful 

scenes. There are a few things that 

only improve with age. It all was 

so good. 

 Following tradition, SMBC 

this Christmas season placed poin-

settias in memory or in honor of 

loved ones. As the season was up-

on us we had loved ones from our 

congregation who passed away and 

prayed for many others who are 

sick, and participated in offerings 

for those with a need. As our 

church ministers to those we are 

very thankful for our pastors and 

their wives, as well as other mem-

bers, both young and not so young, 

who minister to these families. It is 

a very special spirit that fills our 

church. May God bless each of you 

who go about help others. 

 As we look forward to a new 

year, may our church and yours 

experience God’s love and amaz-

ing grace in everything we do to 

honor His precious name. 

Paul W. Young, Pastor 

Shirley Spears, Reporter  
 

 

Temple, Rogers 

 If you arrive at the evening 

service of Temple Baptist Church a 

little early in February and March, 

you will often hear a sampling of 

the upcoming Easter choir music. 

It is such a joy to begin the evening 

reminded of our dear Savior’s last 

days, death, burial, and resurrec-

tion. It is especially exciting to 

look forward on the calendar and 

see that our fifth Sunday fellow-

ship will fall on Easter this year. 

 Earlier this winter, we wel-

comed Emmett Gabbard into our 

church from Unity Baptist Church 

in Rogers. We look forward to 

getting to know him better and 

seeing just how he will serve God 

with us at Temple.  

 The ladies Bible study is con-

tinuing Beth Moore’s study of the 

book of James. Ladies everywhere 

are invited to attend every other 

Monday evening for fellowship 

and what has proven to be a won-

derful study of God’s word. Every 

year we choose another study. Be 

listening this summer for next 

year’s topic! 

 February 14th Is a time of hon-

oring the people we love most, 

especially our sweethearts. How 

much more should we honor our 

God who loved us so much that he 

gave us His Son so we might live? 

I challenge you to dedicate each 

and every day to showing God just 

how much you love and appreciate 

Him. God bless you all! 

Ron Fields, Pastor 

June Townzen, Reporter 

 

 
Victory, Gentry 

 Happy New Year everyone! 

And what a wonderful last month 

of the year we had; full of celebra-

tion and anticipation of 2013. 

 On December 16th Victory 

members gathered to watch our 

Annual Christmas Program. As 

always, the youth delivered a 

touching performance, telling the 

story of the circumstances sur-

rounding the humble birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The plan of sal-

vation was presented as well. If 

even one soul was touched that 

evening, all the hard work and 

practice was more than worth it.  

 We would love to thank 

Brother and Sister Taylor for invit-

ing the congregation into their 

home for a Christmas breakfast on 

Saturday the 22nd. The breakfast 

spread was beautiful, and there was 

plenty of all the comforting and 

delicious breakfast foods you could 

want. But the most wonderful part 

of it was the opportunity to gather 

and share the love and warmth of 

the Christmas season. 

 We carried on our New Year’s 

Eve tradition this year with every-

one gathering at our Family Life 

Center  and having a great time of 

fellowship until the clock struck 

twelve. Then we all stood together 

and said a prayer to begin the New 

Year.  

 This year had a bright begin-

ning. We will continue to pray that 

2013 brings joy, and peace to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, that 

we may reach to lost, and that we 

can better please God in our own 

personal lives. God bless. 

Dennis Taylor, Pastor 

Elizabeth O’Kelly, Reporter 

 

 


