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The Word Heard at ABS... 

and goals for ABS.  We look 

forward to reporting the pro-

gress of the vision for ABS in 

the near future. 

 Thank you for praying for 

this ministry and the very differ-

ent aspects of its impact on the 

different lives of young adults 

God brings into our sphere of 

influence. As a generation, this 

generation is naturally different 

from those before it. But the 

individuals within this genera-

tion are different form one an-

other in their experiences and 

needs. We strive to serve God 

by serving these individuals 

through instruction in God’s 

Word but also the practice of 

God’s Word. We are not worthy 

to the task, but through God’s 

Holy Spirit we are able to make 

a difference in these individual 

lives. That is an answer to pray-

er. 

 Thank you for supporting 

ABS financially that we may do 

this work. It is a distinct privi-

lege to be in the Lord’s work 

here, standing in the gap. 

 God bless you. 

 Warren and Brad 

Banner Address 

 You may send your articles 

to hendren@cox.net if you have 

email available. Or you may send 

it to Larry Hendren, P.O. Box 

1536, Gentry, AR 72734.  

 You may also continue to 

send it to Baptist Banner, P.O. 

Box 811, Gravette, AR 72736. 
 Articles should be sent be-

tween the first and the tenth day 

of each month. 

 For changes of address, 

please give name, old address, 

and new address. 

 Bro. Shawn Whorton is 

available for pulpit supply or as 

the Lord leads. You may contact 

him at 479-267-1836 (home) or 

479-790-9811. 

 Bro. Marvin Loyd is availa-

ble for pulpit supply or as the 

Lord leads. You may contact him 
at 479-248-2701. 

 Bro. Ivan Faulkner is availa-

ble for pulpit supply or as the 

Lord leads. You may contact him 

at 479-236-8806 . 

 Bro. Billy Brace is available 

for pulpit supply or as the Lord 

leads. You may call him at 479-

381-6608 

 Bro. James Snow, of Lin-

coln, is available and recom-

mended for pulpit supply as the 

Lord leads.  He may be contacted 

at (479) 684-8333, or through his 

pastor, Brad Harris. 

 Bro. Larry Hendren is availa-

ble for pulpit supply as the Lord 
leads. You may reach him at 479-

Available Ministers... 

 It was just today that I had a 

conversation with someone who 

is grieving the loss of someone 

very dear to him. He mentioned, 

as others have before that he has 

had some difficulty finding 

someone to talk to about his 

grief. When I asked why that is, 

he also mentioned that he has, at 

times, tired of people saying, 

“I’m sorry.” He also said that it 

does seem to help to talk about 

her, but he doesn’t feel comforta-

ble talking with just anybody. 

Some of his very close friends 

don’t have any trouble talking 

about the weather, work, fishing, 

sports, etc. They just don’t want 

to talk about (or listen to him?) 

talk about his dead wife.  

 So, of all the things people, 

especially friends, have said to 

you...what has helped the most? 

He replied, “I’m sorry.” Wait just 

a minute, you’re telling me that 

“I’m sorry” has been the best 

things people have said, yet you 

have tired of hearing that?  

 “Yes,” he said, “I guess it 

depends on who says it, and what 

their eyes say when their mouth 

says, “I’m sorry.” The eyes seem 

to tell how we really feel… and 

that’s what counts. 

 I suspect that many of us 

really don’t know just what to 

say when we encounter a friend 

who has lost a loved one. One 

lady told of finding herself 

“invisible” in the isle of her fa-

vorite grocery store. “I know she 

saw me...She already had some 

ice cream in her cart...why did 

she have to hide her head in the 

ice cream freezer? It made me 

want to shove her right in there!” 

 Again, the meaning of the 

words don’t seem to be as im-

portant as the meaning that we 

put behind the words. One article 

 Even though the spring se-

mester is getting busier by the 

week as we approach final ex-

ams, a number of our students 

are busy with something else 

besides projects, studying, or 

normal spring activities. For a 

month now, the students have 

been busy preparing for the 

April mission rally at Mt. Pleas-

ant. They are excited about pre-

senting the ministry and glorify-

ing God for the young people 

expected to be there. By the 

time the Banner is published, 

their hard work will be hopeful-

ly have been evident and re-

warded with a good evening of 

music, fellowship, and praise to 

our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

 Thank you to those church-

es and individuals who helped 

provide meals at The Hedge this 

semester. We are indeed thank-

ful for those generous hearts 

and willing hands who bless us 

with these meals.   

 We appreciate our Board of 

Trustees who oversee this min-

istry for our association. These 

men met last month to hear of 

what is going on at ABS. Their 

heart for young adults and this 

ministry is encouraging to War-

ren and Brad.  They also advise 

and consent on future projects 

Temple, Rogers 

 We have had a busy spring at 

Temple Baptist church. On East-

er, Lana Roy came forward dur-

ing the invitation. She had al-

ready given her life to Jesus 

Christ through salvation but re-

quested fellowship through bap-

tism. We look forward to getting 

to know Lana and serving God 

with her.  

 Seventeen families have 

completed the Financial Peace 

University course, fifteen of them 

 AWANA will be over for the 

year soon. Students will visit the 

store one last time and spend their 

hard earned AWANA bucks. Fun 

night parties and skating make it 

a memorable time before Summer 

Jam begins. AWANA programs 

are in place for preschoolers 
through 6th grade. Adult Bible 

study and youth meet at similar 

times and the nursery is available 

so come join us. You do not have 

to be a member of Temple to take 

News from The Churches…continued                                            

from Temple. A survey showed 

non-mortgage debts of hundreds 

of thousands of dollars! Many 

debts have been paid in full and 

credit cards cut into pieces as 

these families made commitments 

to wisely spend the money God 

has entrusted to them. The course 
is informative, entertaining, and 

tremendously helpful. We hope to 

begin a new class soon. Call the 

church office if you are interest-

ed.  

part in these programs. Have a 

wonderful summer! 

 Ron Fields, Pastor 

June Townzen, Reporter 

 
Victory, Gentry 

 March was a very busy 

month full of blessings, as well as 

some lovely spring days!  

 What better way to start 

March than with four days of 

revival? We are so thankful to 

Brother Jim Swinea who came 

and preached for us. His messag-

es were moving, and his obvious 

passion for the Lord was an inspi-

ration to us all  to take action and 

spread the gospel message to eve-
ryone who is lost. We are also 

delighted to announce that there 

were four professions of faith and 

we look forward to seeing these 

individuals grow in their new-

found relationship with God 

throughout the coming year. 

 Victory was blessed with an 

entirely new and much needed 

sound system this month. We are 

says that 80 percent of our com-

munication is non-verbal any-

way.  

 I’m tempted to suggest a 

couple of things you might want 

to say, but think it’s better to 

leave that to another. One thing 

is sure though, they don’t care 

how much you know until they 

know how much you care. Avoid 

clichés,  like the one I just 

used...people who are grieving 

don’t seem to care much for cli-

chés. It seems to make a differ-

ence when the grieving person 

says, “He (or she) is in heaven 

now,” than when I say, “At least 

you know he (or she) is in heav-

en now.” That is certainly a com-

fort to any believer, but it seems 

to work better for me to agree 

with you than for me to suggest 

it. 

 May I also suggest that in-

stead of saying, “Let me know if 

I can help…” try saying some-

thing like… “I enjoy cleaning 

house, could I come over some-

time and help you clean yours?” 

You can substitute washing cars, 

cooking, mowing, washing dish-

es, or anything else that you en-

joy doing for cleaning house.  

 I personally like the custom 

that we have here in our area of 

taking food to people who have 

lost a loved one. In Bolivia, it 

was just the opposite...families in 

grief were expected to feed all 

the visitors who came to share in 

their grief.     

 Let me close this little piece 

of filler material with a mis-

quote. “Don’t just say some-

thing, stand there.” Whatever 

you say, or don’t say, I remind 

you of the three H’s. People who 

are grieving need us to Hang 

Around, they need us to Hug‘em, 

and they need us to Hush. No 

amount of words can take grief 

away. We are  individuals and 

just because you felt a particular 

emotion in a time of grief 

doesn’t mean that your friend 

will feel the same. They do need 

for you to be there for them.  

Larry Hendren 

Mission Rally... 

 The BMA of the Ozarks will 

meet at Mt. View Baptist Church 

in May. Details will be mailed or 

emailed to the churches soon. 

Nueva Esperanza... 

 Greetings to my brothers, 

readers of the Baptist Banner. 

 In recent months we have 

been going to different homes 

of non-Christians to pray for 

different crises. Even though it 

is painful to hear each story, 

up to a certain point it is easy 

to give council, share a portion 

of scripture, pray and be with 

them.  

 However, in the last few 

weeks these crises have been 

personal and they have 

touched our family. My moth-

er-in-law, sister Carmen Fraire 

was hospitalized with lung 

cancer. Her condition is termi-

nal. As I write this note, she is 

at home waiting to go to her 

heavenly home. It is not for 

lack of prayer, or lack of faith 

on our part nor on her part. It 

is simply that God has a plan 

for her that is better for her 

than it is for us. Our family is 

having a very difficult time. 

We know that she is soon to 

take her place in her heavenly 

home. But the process is very 

painful. 

 Thank you for you pray-

ers. 

Bro. Francisco Martinez 

 

Addendum; 

 Sister Fraire  has, just 

before this issue goes to the 

printer, graduated to heaven. 

 On Sunday, April 21st, at 

Nueva Esperanza Church in 

Lowell, a Celebration of Life 

was held in her memory for 

her family.  

 Our prayers go out to all 

her family...especially her 

family in Christ. 

Larry Hendren 

I Don’t Know What to Say... 

so thankful that everyone now has 

a chance to hear the message loud 

and clear! We would like to thank 

members Mike Rabb and Clayton 

Betts for setting it up and making 

all the adjustments necessary. We 

know it took lots of time and ded-

ication to get things up and run-
ning, and the resulting sound 

quality is something we can all 

enjoy for years to come. 

 The Bobbie Ogden Memorial 

Easter Egg hunt went on as 

planned this year despite the wet 

weather. The rain stopped and the 

sun started just in time. The kids 

were enjoyed playing with little 

ducklings and a bunny. A big 

thank you to Mrs. Linda Payton 

for coordinating the hunt and 

games; and also to everyone who 

provided the eggs and snacks. 

 Easter morning the Victory 

choir performed our annual Easter 

Cantata. This year director Mark 
Betts compiled some of our favor-

ite hymns about the death, burial, 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We sang them to music 

provided by our talented pianist 

Donna Davis. The song service 

was so worshipful and we pray 

that many hearts were touched.  

Dennis Taylor, Pastor 

Elizabeth O’Kelly, Reporter 
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News from the Churches of the BMA of the Ozarks 

Beacon, Gravette 

 Pastor Ron and Sister Denice 

celebrated their 32nd wedding anni-
versary in March. Congratulations to 

you both! Denice has trained him 
very well. He did the cooking for the 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and all 

twelve said it was very delicious. 
 The Theis family enjoyed a 
visit from their oldest son Joseph, 

wife Christi and sons Noah and 
Isaac. They live in Greenbriar, so we 

hope they can visit more often.  
 Beacon observed the Lord’s 
Supper March 17 following the 

morning worship service. As always 
it was a prayerful and solemn re-

membrance of our Lord Jesus and all 
He has done for each one of us. 
 Easter Sunday was a wonderful 

day. We pray all our visitors felt the 
joy of the empty tomb, celebrating 
our risen Lord!  

 Bro. Larry Hendren continues 
to lead our Wednesday night class 

study in the book of Revelation. 
 We praise the Lord for our visi-
tors and for answered prayers. Many 

of our folks are feeling so much 
better and Sister Betty Fincher’s arm 

should be read to come out of that 
cast soon. 
 Philippians 4:19...Yes, even a 

part-time pianist! We welcome Jo-
anne for however long the Lord 
allows her to help us!  

Ron Theis, Pastor 
Mary Jo Duncan, Reporter 

 

 

Calvary, Fayetteville 

 We have been blessed by our 
new pastor Bro. Kirk Shel-
ton. Although he has been here just a 

short time we know that we are go-
ing to see many blessings here at 

Calvary. He has already shown us 
how caring and passionate he is 
concerning God’s word and to the 

each individual here at Calvary. 
 Our youth group here at Calva-
ry had an Auction to raise money for 

this year’s trip to SOAR. We had a 
great lunch after Sunday Morning 

Service with chips, dip, sandwiches, 
fruits and vegetables. We had so 
many items donated from various 

organizations and individuals here at 

the church and in the Northwest 

Arkansas community. We also had 
our very own auctioneer, Heith Cau-

dle that kept everything moving very 
well. Thanks to all that donated and 
helped out our youth group. 

 CBMD performed their Easter 
Music program “Christ Is Risen 
Indeed” for our Sunday Morning 

Service and it was truly a bless-
ing. We know that it takes a lot of 

time, practice and hard work to put 
on a music performance. Thank You 
CBMD! 

 Our Children’s Choir also per-
formed “Alive” Easter Sunday. It is 

always a blessing to see various aged 
children starting from 4 years old  to 
4th grade, singing their little hearts 

out about our Savior being Alive in 
our hearts. Thank You Grace Notes 

Choir for such an outstanding per-
formance. 
 The Children’s Committee put 

on our annual Pancake Breakfast and 
Easter Egg Hunt. We had a great 
turn out for the Pancake Breakfast 

and Egg Hunt despite the weath-
er. We had to have the Egg Hunt 

inside the gym. All the children did 
not seem to mind it at all. Thanks to 
all that helped serve breakfast, do-

nated candy, and eggs.  
 Kirk Shelton, Pastor 

Shirley Wilson, Reporter 
 

   
Colcord, Colcord 

 Greetings from Colcord. It is 
another beautiful Spring season. The 
trees are beginning to bud and the 

flowers are blooming. God is so 
good and so faithful. The seasons 

come and go right on time, His 
Time. 
 We were so blessed to have 

Brother Jim Ferguson speak at our 
Sunday evening service while Broth-

er Lyndal has to be absent. Several 
of the Harvard Ave. members came 
with Bro Jim. It was so good to see 

old friends that I had not seen for 
awhile. 
 We had a great Easter sunrise 

service. Passy Hartman made a 
breakfast casserole and we had 

doughnuts, coffee, orange juice and 
great fellowship. Then, during the 
morning service we had a special 

song service. It was a great time in 
the Lord.  

 Nancy Bayless had her knee 
surgery and is now home and doing 
well. Miss Lois Hutchens has moved 

to “The Maples” 6456 Lynches Prai-
rie Cove, Springdale, AR 72762, 
Room 705. 

 God Bless each and every one 
until next time. 

Lyndal Taylor, Interim Pastor 
Deloris Douthit, Reporter 

 

 

Eastside, Fayetteville 

 March came in with warm 

weather and left with cold temps, 
snow and sleet.  
 The Senior Saints met on the 

March 12 for a fellowship lunch at 
the church. Bro Jared presented a 

program on knowing that the Gos-
pels are real because of eyewitness 

accounts of Jesus’ life on Earth. You 

may view the link at: http://
youtu.be/hFTVxy5Qv_O.  

 Thanks to our youth for serving 
spaghetti for everyone on Sunday 
after the morning church service. 

The youth wanted to express their 
appreciation for supporting the chil-
dren’s ministry.  

 We appreciate Bro. John Lind-
sey and his wife, missionaries to 

Ghana in West Africa, for being 
with us on Sunday evening. It is 
good to hear that the Gospel is 

spreading in these countries.  
 We had an Easter Hunt at the 

church for the community on a cold, 
rainy, Saturday but over 65 visitors 
came to join in the fun with games 

and hot dogs inside.  
 Our choir, under the direction 

of Ed Jordan, presented “Christ Je-
sus Lives!” with  
Wyma Pearson at the piano. It is 

good to see a choir again each Sun-
day.  
 Benjamin Byrns had a birthday 

party at the church. Everyone en-
joyed celebrating Benjamin’s second 

birthday. Many tried to pin the ears 
on Mickey Mouse. 
 We always look forward to our 

5th Sunday Night of Praise Night. It 
was good to have Darrell and 

Dolores Barker’s son and his family 
with us and sing for us. We also 
enjoyed another visitor Jerry Simp-

son and his message in song. We are 
thankful for so many talented singers 
in our congregation. We appreciate 

each one. 
 Bro Jared and Kristian invited 

anyone who did not have lunch plans 
to join them for lunch on Easter 
Sunday in the fellowship hall. We 

appreciate our pastor and his wife 
for the many things that they do for 

our church.  
Jared Byrns, Pastor 

Judy Faulkner, Reporter 
 

 

Fellowship, Bella Vista 

 Happy Spring Time Banner 
Readers! 
 At Fellowship for the month of 

March, we have been blessed with 
two new members. Welcome Bro. 

and Sister Dunlap!! We have been 
blessed having you as part of our 
fellowship! PRAISE the LORD, we 

have three from Children's church 
saved!!!! 
 We had our Easter, even in the 

cool weather, we had a great turn 
out! The choir did a great job on 

singing praise to God. Thanks Bro. 
R.C. for the great songs and working 
with our choir to get ready for East-

er. The children's church had lots of 
fun, there was 128 filled eggs for 

them to find. We had the younger 
ones hunt one side and the older 
ones on the other, to make it fair for 

the younger ones. I will say, two 
kids really did not get a lot, we had 

two (without being asked or being 
told) starting sharing what they 
found with them. It was a wonderful 

thing to see. We have a great bunch 
of kids!!!! They not only gotten to 
hunt eggs, but they got to decorate 

their own cupcake. Thank the Lord, 

the sun came out and was able to let 
them decorate and eat them! The 

kids had a lot of fun and really en-
joyed all the fun.   
 We had couple Bro. and Sister 

Smith celebrated their 60+ year of 
marriage, they are an example of 
"what God has put together let no 

man part." They love the Lord and 
serve Him very faithfully. We are 

blessed having them with us! 
 We also had another wedding 
anniversary, Bro. and Sister Lov-

vorn, celebrated their 25th year of 
marriage.   

 I want to thank our church, for 
allowing our children use the fellow-
ship hall, for our 25th Anniversary.  

 We want to also give thanks 
and praise to the Lord for Sister 

Joyce, as they were away in Conway 
visiting family. Sister Joyce had a 
mild heartache. They had to extend 

their visit from one day to almost 
five. But the Lord’s hands was on 
her, and everyone praying. She looks 

good and doing great. Thank the 
Lord that she is well and doing bet-

ter. She is such a blessing to our 
church, not only as our pastors wife, 
she is a wonderful woman of God 

and we love both of them so 
much. We praise the Lord for His 

healing hand and being with not only 
her but with Bro. Dan and family 
during that time. It is great to have 

them both back.   
 We have so many blessings, we 
need to name them one by one, if we 

took the time to count our blessings, 
and praise the Lord for them, we 

would not have anything to com-
plain about anything! We all may 
not have our "wants" filled but I 

know everyone's "needs" are 
filled. Count your blessings... and 

nothing more should matter. Name 
them one by one, count your many 
blessing and see what God has done. 

 Till next month God Bless! 
Dan Fagala, Pastor 

Kathy Lovvorn, Reporter 
 

 

First, Cave Springs 

 The cold weather has passed. 
Now we can look forward to spring, 

just being outside is a blessing. 
Thank God  for the flowers that are 
blooming and the trees are beginning 

to leaf out. Summer will be here 
before you know it. 
 Brother Damon Allen will be 

graduating from High school next 
month. He will be going to college 

in Batesville, Arkansas. 
 Palm Sunday we had fellowship 
dinner, an egg hunt for the kids they 

had fun even if they had to hunt eggs 
inside. That evening we observed the 

Lord's supper. 
 Easter Sunday there was sun 
rise service indoors this year because 

of the rain. Brother Marvin Loyd 
delivered the message. Breakfast 

was served and cooked by some of 
the men. Later Sunday school and 
morning worship hour. No evening 

service. 
 Dennis and Jeanie Green went 
to Monticello Ark. Easter to visit 

with their daughter and son-in-law, 

Laura and Scott Hill.  
 Marvin Loyd went to Haiti last 

month. Presented his trip on April 7 
for the evening service. Told how 
rough the roads were. It took 11 

hours from Port-a-prince to the other 
side of the island in the mountains 
where Bro. Norcilis lives and has his 

ministry. There are 6 churches and 
some schools. His son and daughter 

are going to receive degrees and will 
be able to help him a lot. Brother 
Marvin said he couldn't speak the 

language and he was glad to have a 
translator. The trip was a blessing 

with great fellowship, music, and 
singing. The Holy Spirit working in 
this ministry. Pray for this ministry 

and this country of Haiti, they are 
still living in tents and shacks. 

Gary Brewer, Pastor 
Jeannie Green, Reporter 

 

 

Maysville, Maysville 

Hello To All From Maysville, 

 We are fully into Spring, and I 
think for everyone, that means that 
things are getting busier! We had a 

full month of March at Maysville, 
starting with hosting the Mission 

Rally. We were blessed to be able to 
get Dr. John Ladd and his wife, 
Shirley, to come speak to us about 

the mission work they have done in 
Mexico as well as their work with 
the Baptist Medical Missions Inter-

national.  
 For those of you who are not 

familiar with the Ladd's, they have 
been BMA missionaries to Mexico 
for over 40 years and are now start-

ing to transition back to the U.S. 
They live in Tyler, TX now, but still 

visit Mexico often. They started a 
clinic in Mexico years ago as part of 
their mission down there, and still 

check in on how everything is run-
ning. Dr. Ladd became the assistant 
director of the BMMI in 2011 and 

now goes on many medical mission 
trips with the group throughout the 

year. It was such a blessing to hear 
their stories and to see their devotion 
to the Lord through all of their work. 

We were very happy that they were 
able to come and speak! And what is 

a Mission Rally without food? We 
had a potluck meal before the ser-
vice, which was a great time for 

fellowship and catching up. Thank 
you to all of the ones who provided 
food and helped to decorate!  

 We had some other special 
guests visit us at Maysville this 

month. The Better Days Quartet 
came on a Sunday night and sang 
and played for us. It was a great 

night of praise and worship, with 
some bluegrass and gospel. It is 

always so uplifting to see musicians 
using their talents to praise the 
Lord.  

 We ended the month with the 
biggest celebration of all: Easter. We 

had a special communion service on 
Good Friday. We came together as a 
church body to really take a moment 

to dwell on the sacrifice that Christ 
made on the cross that day.  
 So often, I feel like we get 

swept up in the grandeur of the Res-

urrection and Easter, and it is some-
thing to get swept up in. But for me, 

I feel like I often overlook the depth 
of the sacrifice that God the Father 
and that Jesus had to make for the 

Resurrection to be possible. And, it 
is hard to do, to look at the cross, to 
think about the nails, the blood, the 

tears, the mocking, the crown of 
thorns, and to think about the fact 

that all of that had to be done be-
cause of me, for me. I tend to want 
to look past that and look at the Res-

urrection and the hope that it brought 
for all of mankind. But, it is im-

portant to take a moment to dwell on 
the sacrifice, so that the Resurrection 
means that much more.  That was 

the purpose of our Good Friday 
Communion service. We took com-

munion together and it was really a 
very moving service. It was a good 
preparation to be able to celebrate 

Easter in the right way with the right 
heart and mindset.  
 Easter Sunday starts early at 

Maysville. At 7:00 am to be exact. 
We had our Sunrise Service, which 

was filled with a lot of special music 
and a unique sermon. Bro. John 
Meredith brought the message for 

our early service, and in typical fash-
ion, he broke out of the box of a 

typical message. Anyone who knows 
Bro. John, knows that his passion is 
music. So, instead of preaching a 

sermon, he sang us one. He began in 
the hymnal and sang us through the 
Easter story, stopping in between 

songs to fill in Scripture to back up 
the message of the song. It was very 

neat to see how our hymns really do 
match Scripture and work together 
to put the Bible and more particular-

ly, the Gospel to music.  
 After the early service, we had 

breakfast. There were lots of biscuits 
and gravy and cinnamon rolls. We 
never go hungry at Maysville! We 

had our regularly scheduled service 
at 10:30 am, which also included 
much special music and a great ser-

mon. What a blessed way to be able 
to end the month! 

 Until Next Month, 
Raymond Scott, Pastor 

Brittney Scott, Reporter 
 

 

Mt. Zion, Sulfur Springs 

 Happy Spring from Mt. Zi-
on!! We are so glad spring has 
sprung even though it doesn't always 

feel like it yet.  
 March was a busy month at Mt. 

Zion. We took the youth to Tulsa for 
a night of bowling, laser tag and 
fellowship. We also had a lock-in for 

the youth at the end of the 
month. Let's just say that God only 

makes you young once and you 
should enjoy those activities while 
you are young because staying up all 

night is not an ideal form of recrea-
tion for adults. It was a good time 

for the kids and those of us that man-
aged to make it all night survived 
and had a few laughs.   

 Our ladies have been holding 
sewing classes and everyone is en-
joying the fellowship and learning 

more about sewing.   

 We are so happy to welcome 
Amber Hughes to God's family this 

month. It is always a huge blessing 
to see anyone come to Christ, but it 
is especially sweet to watch the 

youth realize that they need that 
personal relationship with God.   
 As we head into this very busy 

time of year for many of us let's be 
sure we take time to be thankful to 

God for all of his beautiful creation 
this spring. 
  Blessings,  

Jheri Roberts, Pastor 
Kelly Pruitt, Reporter 

 
 

New Prospect, Garfield 

 Our Kids Easter Celebration 

Saturday, March 23 was a great 
blessing despite the cold snowy 
weather, there were 22 kids and 18 

adults in attendance. Alan Huston 
got the kids going with fast songs, 

they all enjoy it when he sings Grin 
Again Gang. Becky Sutherland 
brought an Easter Egg devotional, 

plus MANY other helpers with 
crafts and snacks. Thanks to Dennis 

Huston for the Easter Egg hunt that 
as he states, “takes all of 30 sec-
onds.”  

 There were 23 at Easter Sunrise 
Service followed by a wonderful 
breakfast. Easter Sunday, Alan, 

Brenda and Samuel Huston an-
nounced that Samuel was going to 

become a big brother in October; 
Granny Rae Huston and Grandpar-
ents Victor and Rosa Ramirez are on 

cloud nine. 
 Wednesday evenings ----- our 

ladies are continuing their study of 
the Really Bad Girls of the Bi-
ble  and then on Thursday evenings 

at 6:30 they are in the Bible study 
One in a Million (Journey to your 

Promise Land) by Priscilla Shir-
er. Corina Huston is being very hos-
pitable this month:  April 7 she host-

ed a wedding shower for Nick Ma-
son and Megan Naron, then on April 
14 a baby shower for Jessie and 

Curtis Barnett. May 23 our ladies 
will begin 4 His Glory a walking/

jogging/running devotional 
club.  Son West Roundup VBS will 
be June 17-25. 

 My Hero  by Faith Dye 
 Do you have a hero? My hero’s 

name is Jesus. Jesus is my hero be-
cause he died on the cross for my 
sins. The pain that he went through 

is nothing that we could experi-
ence. Another reason Jesus is my 
hero is because he never sinned. If I 

were as perfect as him that would be 
fantastic, but I am not. Jesus loves 

me like a mother loves her baby, but 
way more!! No one can love me 
more than Jesus. Jesus drives me up 

a wall with love. When God first 
created the earth he made two people 

named Adam and Eve. They sinned 
and that sold us to Satan. When Je-
sus died on the cross he bought us 

back. Wow, Jesus is waiting on me 
and other people in glorious Heav-
en. When I get to Heaven I will run 

to him in the glimmering light! He 
does superb things for people. Like 

when my grandpa had lung cancer 

for the first time, the doctors said 
that he only had a couple of weeks, 

but Jesus gave him four more years 
of life! Jesus is a Savior of extreme 
happiness. Everyone has a different 

hero, but Jesus is mine. 
Ron Shults, Pastor 

Faith Dye, Reporter 
 

Plainview, Jay, OK 

 Time is flying by so fast and 
summer is almost here. We are so 

blessed at Plainview. Bro. Conley is 
preaching and teaching God’s Word 
to us and is healing him when he is 

sick. What a loving God we serve. 
Sis. Janet is a wonderful companion 

even when times get tough.  What a 
blessing she is. 
 Visitors are:  Ron, Don and 

LaVeta Coker, The Sheldon’s and 
Randy and Karen Kennedy’s grand-
children. 

 Sis. Betty had a very bad sinus 
infection but is better now.  Bro. 

Conley had kidney stones again, but 
is doing better. Bro. Lester had the 
flu and he is feeling better. Everyone 

had some type of flu this winter. 
Bro. Howard and Sis. Dona Woods 

are about the same. Doctors can’t 
find where he is losing blood, so 
they keep giving it to him more of-

ten now. 
 Birthdays were:  Bro. Conley, 
Sis. Janet, Mabel Hawkins, Karen 

Kennedy and Howard Woods.   
  Bro. Coy & Sis. Vesta West 

celebrated their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary at Parkview Church in 
Chouteau, OK,  March 16th.  Their 4 

children and grandchildren honored 
them with a wonderful celebration. 

 Bro. Conley attended the men’s 
prayer breakfast at Victory where 
Bro. Jim Swinea was the speaker 

and also attended revival services. 
 We had good attendance for 
Easter fellowship but no little ones 

to hide eggs. 
 Pray for the trustees at the jail 

in Jay and for Bro. Conley as he 
preaches to them. 
 April 21st the Gideon’s will be 

with us and we will begin church on 
Sunday nights again at 5:30. 

 Bro. Leon and Sis. Peggy Hud-
son are moving back in May.  They 
have a camper trailer by the lake. It 

will be good to have them back. 
 Pray for the soldiers in South 

Korea, Bro. Coy & Sis. Vesta’s 
grandson Samuel is stationed there. 
Bro. Bill Wehlage, my son-in-law is 

counting the days when he will be 
home for good, he is retiring. 
 Pray for our country and stand 

up for God’s Word. Be one above 
the crowd. Don’t follow the crowd.  

Stand Out! 
     Conley Chesney, Pastor 

Caroliene West, Reporter      

 

Springdale, Springdale 

 Greeting from SMBC --- a 
friendly church where you can feel 
at home. So, if you're receiving the 

Banner but don't currently have a 
"church home," come visit us! We'd 

News from the Churches of the BMA of the Ozarks 

be so happy to see you. We've had 

many visitors lately but certainly 
have room for more. 

 March is a month that has such 
unpredictable weather. We were 
certainly blessed with weather that 

wasn't as bad as it could have 
been. We did need rain and were so 
happy to receive 

some. Thankfully, we didn't get 
a big snowstorm all winter long. 

  We celebrated Easter and the 
promise of our risen Christ. On East-
er Sunday we had our Son-rise ser-

vice followed by breakfast prepared 
by our men. We had dismissed our 

Sunday School for Easter Sunday 
and went directly from breakfast to 
our time of worship. As usual, Bro. 

Wes had a wonderful message for all 
of us. We also ventured out with a 

Passover Meal during our Wednes-
day night worship time. Thanks to 
all who participated and made this 

quite a success. 
 We continue to have our Sip of 
Tea (ladies' Bible Study), JOY 

Group, Brotherhood, WMA, Galile-
ans and Sunbeam meetings and ac-

tivities. We've enjoyed seeing Bro. 
Shawn Huddleston grow in his ser-
vice to the Lord by preaching one 

Sunday night each month. We also 
observed the Lord's Supper this 

month. Sis. Tonya Hulvey is still 
teaching her Precepts Upon Precepts 
class about God's Covenant. The 

classes are intense but so reward-
ing.    
  We will be having the Gospel 

Echoes in concert on July 14th at 
6:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to 

come join us for their beautiful gos-
pel music. We will have our annual 
ice cream social following the con-

cert. 
 To God be the glory! 

 Wes Hulvey, Pastor 
Jean Ann Pinkston, Reporter 

 

  
Summers, Summers 

 Greetings from Summers Mis-
sionary Baptist Church! 

 There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in 
this place and I know it is the spirit 

of the Lord… Those words have run 
through my mind the last month and 
I know the Lord has been visiting 

SMBC.  The sweet spirit of rebirth 
in Jesus Christ and the sweet spirit 

of church membership makes for 
wonderful worship experiences. Bro. 
Paul Young and his staff sets the 

stage for God to work many miracles 
in the lives of those who come to 
worship with us.  

 Since the last report, several in 
our congregation walked that aisle 

and professed their faith in Christ 
Jesus. As each of these came forth it 
was a time of celebration and we all 

feel blessed by the Lord. The Lea 
family, Scott, Karin, Dakota and 

Sarah joined our congregation by 
letter as did Regina Kroner. Dale 
and Kayla Bailey came forward with 

a profession of their salvation a few 
years previously, and wanted to 
follow the Lord together in baptism.   

 And then, to add to our bless-
ings came a group of young men, 

some coming to a saving knowledge 

at home and some in the worship 
service: Luke Ford – salvation and 

baptism; Sterling Morphis – saved in 
morning services; Chase Mulvaney – 
saved at home and baptized; Tyler 

Shreve – saved at home and bap-
tized; Corbin Bowlin – profession of 
salvation and baptized; Paden Smith 

- united with our church by letter 
and Matt Rush was received into 

SMBC fellowship by letter. 
 We celebrated Easter week with 
babies being dedicated to the 

Lord. This “Celebration of “New 
Life” thru Jesus’ resurrection is the 

recognition of and dedication of 
families which have been blessed 
with the birth of a new child since 

last Easter. At the end of the dedica-
tion, Sister Becky Young gave a new 

testament to each young child as we 
offered prayer to assure parents that 
we will be praying and encouraging 

them as Christians to see their chil-
dren grow up in a loving church 
atmosphere. It was a touching ser-

vice. The ones honored in the ser-
vice were: Parker Nicole Sumter, 

Daughter of Corey and Britney Sum-
ter; Addison Paige Bailey, Daughter 
of Dale and Kayla Bailey; Charles 

Case Dobbs, Son of Tony and Julie 
Dobbs; Lucy Elizabeth Justice, 

Daughter of Brett and Carlita Jus-
tice; Bella Mae Kennan, Daughter of 
Grant and Heather Kennan; Hollis 

and Tucker Odom, sons of Erin and 
Jonathan Odom.  What a wonder-
ful way to serve our risen Savior as 

we support these families in love. 
 Our youth leaders, Bro. Joel 

and Tiffany Young, have been active 
with opportunities for our youth to 
fellowship and reach out to through 

activities. Blessings have come from 
after church fellowships, skating, 

Winter Jam in Tulsa, and sponsoring 
an Easter egg hunt for the younger 
ones.  The youth involvement lends 

a dynamic message in faith and love 
as they follow Jesus Christ. 
 This month the “Improving 

your Marriage” weekly class has 
continued in member homes. Babies: 

Parker Sumter and Case Dobbs have 
been blessed with showers.  
 A love offering was received in 

memory of Oleta McCoy from her 
family to go towards the building 

fund. We were blessed on Gideon 
Sunday by Temple Baptist deacon, 
Bro. Ron Simpson and his wife 

Elaine. Bro. Ron is a very gifted 
speaker and a dedicated servant 

whom the Lord is using in the Gide-
on ministry. SMBC has remained 
faithful in their mission offerings to 

Clay Draper as he goes about God’s 
work. 
 SMBC is a church that keeps 

you on the go. God has blessed us so 
much and we pray that this wonder-

ful spirit of the Lord is alive and 
well in each congregation touched 
by our Baptist Banner. 

Paul W. Young, Pastor 
Shirley Spears, Reporter  
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