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We are about to enter a new year (if 
the Lord tarries His return). Which means 
new opportunities for sharing the Gospel. 
Our goal as an association is to help church-
es and individuals be equipped to be all 
God needs us to be. Associational means 
we work together and can accomplish more 
than we could ever do on our own. I hope 
you are receiving the Baptist Trumpet (if 
not you can subscribe through your church). 
The Nov 27 issue had a great encouraging 
article by current BMA AR PresOident 
Tom Mitchell. He also noted that our BMA 
AR meeting attendance has been declining. 
I have noticed that our BMA Ozarks attend-
ance is also declining. Is there something 
that we can do to make the meetings more 
profitable? Is there a day/time that would be 
better? There is an online survey that you 
may use to share your thoughts. January 
will be our first Mission Rally for 2020. 
Then every other month will be a scheduled 
Rally for worship, encouragement, & fel-
lowship. We want to see churches & Chris-
tians on fire to reach NWA with the Gospel. 
Are you ready to make a difference?  

 
Wes Hulvey  

BMA Ozarks Moderator  

From the President 

In a previous article, we distin-
guished that discipleship is a path, not a 
program. Programs have a definite begin-
ning and ending, but the process of disciple-
ship is never complete (at least not in this 
life).  

If the pathway toward becoming a 
disciple of Christ never ends, how can we 
measure our progress of becoming con-
formed to the image of God’s Son. What are 
the signposts that let us know we’re still 
headed in the right direction? 

In his eBook Creating a 
Discipleship Pathway, Michael 
Kelley states, “Throughout the 
last decade, LifeWay Research 
has engaged in the largest re-
search study of its kind around 
the subject of discipleship… All 
this research led to eight areas 
of the Christian life that lead to 
spiritual health in a believer.” It 
is their contention that these 
eight characteristics should be 
present and be ever-increasing 
in the life of one being con-
formed to Christ’s image. 

The eight areas of life that their re-
search uncovered include: 1) engaging with 
the Scripture, 2) obeying God and denying 
self, 3) serving God and serving others, 4) 
sharing the gospel of Christ, 5) exercising 
faith in day-to-day life, 6) seeking a deep 
relationship with God, 7) building relation-
ships with others, and 8) live a life of bold-
ness—unashamed of the gospel. These eight 
areas of life serve as signposts along the 
discipleship pathway. 

The first signpost that must be ever-
increasing in the life of a maturing believer 
is a consistent engagement with the God’s 
Word. In Romans 12:2, the Bible tells us to 
“be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind”—and in 2 Timothy 3:16, it reveals 

that the Bible is “profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and training in right-
eousness.” It is my firm belief that a person 
is unable to grow in their relationship with 
God without spending time engaging in His 
Word daily! However, the reality is that 
many believers do not make this a priority 
in their lives. 

I want to challenge you to read your 
Bible every day in 2020! For those of you 
who are already doing this, I challenge you 

to encourage someone else to 
read their Bible every day by 
becoming accountability part-
ners with one another.  
There are many great Bible 
reading plans that are out there, 
but if you are just getting start-
ed and want to have a Bible 
reading goal for 2020, let me 
suggest the Discipleship Jour-
nal’s 5x5x5 Reading Plan. This 
reading plan will take you 
through all 260 chapters of the 
New Testament, one chapter 
per day, five days per week. 
You can download a PDF ver-

sion of this plan at: https://
www.navigators.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf or ac-
cess this plan through the YouVersion Bible 
App by scanning this QR code with your 
smart phone. 

I am currently 
reading through the Bible 
utilizing a Bible reading 
plan. Just this morning, I 
was reading from Isaiah 
55 where the prophet re-
minds us: 

10 For as the rain 
and the snow come down 
from heaven 

    and do not return there but water the 
earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it. 

Will you allow God’s Word to ac-
complish God’s will in your life this com-
ing year? Will you commit today to engage 
with Scripture and take someone along this 
discipleship pathway with you? 

Healthy Pastors, Healthy Churches 

Signposts on the Discipleship Path 
By Wade Allen  

Mark Your Calendars 

The BMA of the Ozarks recently 
changed the frequency of our Mission Ral-
lies. Instead of meeting together as an asso-
ciation once a month, we now meet every 
other month. The next Mission Rally will 
meet at Maysville Baptist Church on Janu-
ary 10, 2020. Refreshments will be served 
at 6 o’clock in the afternoon and the service 
will begin at 7 o’clock.  

 

WHERE 

Maysville Missionary Baptist Church 

 11782 Cunningham Rd 

Gravette, AR 72736  

 

WHEN 

January 10, 2020 

FOOD—6PM 

SEVICE—7PM 

January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

BMAO Mission Rally 

Your current subscription status is: 

«Status» 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

It’s Official—We’re Now Epic 
Church 

After a difficult stretch this past 
year, Turner St. Baptist Church has been 
making strides to position ourselves to once 
again reach our community and make an 
impact for Christ. The process began on 
May 5th with a vote to not fold, nor sell, or 
give the building away, but to put in the 
hard work and sacrifice to replant. As of 
September, the replant has begun and we’re 
now EPIC CHURCH NWA. And over the 
past three weeks, we’ve begun to have 
guests who’ve come to check us out. 

It’s not about us being an epic 
church, but helping others come to know 
about the epic adventure we have in our 
walk with Christ.  

The replanting process began with 
our entire church participating in the first 
steps of Activate, studying the material in 
Sunday School and in our worship service. 
Since September the core of our church has 
met monthly and is working to prepare for 
our launch service on January 19th. We’ll 
have a worship leader candidate with us on 
that date, too.  

We were encouraged early in the 
process from longtime church member and 
church pianist, Karen Ward, who read 
minutes from the first meeting of the church 
in 1973. She said at that time we were at 
about the same size and God used that small 
mission group to grow a church that is still 
going.  

Hosted a Guest from Australia 
On Oct. 20th we hosted Daniel 

Secomb from Australia. Daniel is the direc-
tor of Israel, Islam, and the End Times. And 
one of Australia’s leading culture war voic-
es.  

Becoming Partiers  
We’re getting in the swing of regu-

lar church fellowships. Our Nov. 16th Bon-
fire and Hayride was the 9th fellowship 
since April and we have monthly fellowship 
scheduled throughout our launch process.  

Pastor, Jake McCandless «Status» 

WILL YOU RECEIVE 

THE BANNER IN 2020? 

Send in articles the last Mon-

day of each month. For the 

January Issue—1/30/2020. 

 
baptistbanneroftheozarks@gmail.com 

Send Your Articles 

By Jake McCandless 

Epic NWA—Springdale 
The Christmas Story begins with two visits 
by an angel making demands that were not 
easy to  

agree to.  If either of the two visited by an 
angel had refused to submit, he or she 
would have forever been known as the 
rebel that stole Christmas.  But they did not 
refuse, and they set examples for all of us 
at Christmas. 

 

MARY:  An Act of Surrender.  The Angel 
Gabriel visited Mary when she was en-
gaged to be married to Joseph and an-
nounced to her that God had chosen her to 
give birth to the long-awaited Messiah of 
Israel and the Savior of the world.  His 
name will be Jesus, He will be the Son of 
the Highest, He will reign over the house of 
Israel on David’s throne forever, Gabriel 
said. 

We have been blessed with several 
new visitors in our Sunday Services. Also, 
we had a baptism for a young man that 
committed his life to Christ at camp. It is a 
blessing to see our youth commit their life 
to Christ and then step up and volunteer to 
work in the church. 

We were privileged to have Charlie 
Costa, coordinator for Mission in the Mid-
dle East, in our Sunday School and morning 
worship time. He shared news about the 
churches being planted and the risk of being 
a missionary in the middle East. 

The WMA meets the first Wednes-
day of each month. They are making plans 
to help a family in our area. 

If you are in our area and seeking a 
place to worship, we invite you to Eastside 
on 265. 

Pastor Dr Tom Hover 
Reporter Judy Faulkner 

Eastside —Fayetteville 

At the first of the month of Nov we 
had Bro. Charlie Costa visit us. It was a 
blessing to hear of all things that are hap-
pening in the Middle East. Please pray for 
his ministry, the people it affects, and the 
safety of his family. 

On November 17th we celebrated 
Thanksgiving as a church. It was a great 
time. We had over 80 people attend our 
dinner! 

As we take time to be with our 
church family, it is important to cherish the 
time that we have with each other and be 
thankful for the memories we have togeth-
er.  

We baptized two new members 
this month! Adrienne Putman and Colby 
Putman joined our church by baptism. We 
want to remember these two as they begin 
their walk with the Lord and their life as a 
newly married couple.  

Fourteen of us went to see the 
Miracles of Christmas in Branson, MO at 
the Sight and Sound theatre. Beforehand, 
we ate and went shopping together. For 
many of us, it was our first time to the 
Sight and Sound theatre.  

As an update on our church remod-
el, the main hallway and the new family 
restroom is has been finished. Next time 
you step into Fellowship, there will be a 
main entrance. We’ve started to begin the 
work on our classrooms – one at a time.  

AS we reflect, there is a lot to be 
thankful for and it is easy to see how God 
has blessed us this year. We look forward 
to seeing what God will do in 2020.  

Pastor, Kenneth Strickland 
Reporter, Kathy Lovvorn 

Fellowship—Bella Vista 

Mount Pleasant 

We have had a couple of very busy 
months. We had our annual hayride and 
weenie roast the last week end of October.   
We always have such a great turn out for 
that. A special thank you to James Martin 
for pulling the trailer and John Philliber for 
riding shotgun.  The trailer was full and 
James gave us a long ride.  

We then hosted the Mission Rally 
the first week of November. Had a good 
turnout and the ladies did a great job with 
the decorations & food. A special then you 
to Sheryl Laughard who has taken over the 
décor of the church, she does a fantastic job.  
We are now getting ready to host the Hi-
wasse Community Thanksgiving. It’s al-
ways a wonderful time when all the church-
es in the area come together at one church 
to sing praises to God and fellowship to-
gether.  

We still have several sick ones on 
our list. Sister Vera Russell has been in 
Mercy Hospital with stomach issues.  They 
are trying to get her strong enough for sur-
gery. Please pray for Sister Vera & Rex. 
Also Brother Johnny Russell has asked for 
special prayer as he is having some health 
issues.  Remember Sister Elsie Philliber and 
Brother Howard Spears.  

Pastor, Brother Brian Dean 
Reported By, Cathleen Spears 

The old saying Time flies when you 
are having fun is true! And we must be hav-
ing a blast, because time seems to be flying 
by. November has come and gone. At Vic-
tory we seem to stay busy all the time. We 
have had a husband and wife to be saved 
and baptized. We have visitors most Sun-
day’s and we are very thankful for them.  

On Veterans Day, we honored four 
visitors and twelve from our membership in 
attendance. We should be thankful for those 
that have served and continue to serve to 
protect our country.  

Currently, we are fixing Christmas 
bags for a nursing home in Siloam Springs. 
We will have some going caroling on the 11 
of December.  

The men have their breakfast on the 
2nd Saturday of the month at 8:00, this a 
time for prayer and bible study for them. 
The ladies will have a time of prayer and 
bible study on that same morning at 10:00. 
All are welcome to come and be with us, 
you don’t have to be a member of our 
church to be with us.  

 We will have a Christmas program 
with the kids preforming on December 15 
in the evening. 

November is the month for Thanks-
giving but what about the other 11 months? 
We have so much to be thankful for, we 
have trials and problems, but we can always 
find so many things to be thankful for. JE-
SUS should be on our minds every day. 
Please pray for our country, leaders and 
other countries that under prosecution every 
day. 

Pastor, Bill Sheffield 
Reporter, Jean Yount 

Victory 

When the oldest male in your 
church is in his mid-forties, you come to 
realize how important the older generation 
is to a church body. So, we have been pray-
ing for the past year that God would send in 
“seasoned” workers. He has answered our 
prayers. We currently have 4 “seasoned” 
member prospects in our 8-week member-
ship course. We are blessed to meet new 
people every week who come to our ser-
vices. This Sunday we will baptize one of 
our members who came forward and real-
ized that her childhood baptism was on the 
wrong side of her salvation. We’re always 
excited to see our people obedient to follow 
the Lord’s leading in their lives. Pastor Wil-
liams is preaching verse by verse through 
the book of 1 Peter on Sunday mornings 
and covering local church Ecclesiology on 
Wednesday evenings. Associate Pastor, 
Tommy Surber, is teaching discipleship in 
our small group on Sunday mornings while 
our other Associate Pastor, Eric Brace 
teaches the membership course. We are 
looking forward to see what God will do 
with our church throughout the rest of the 
year and moving into 2020. 

Pastor, Dana Williams 
Reporter, Rick Koretoff 

Cornerstone 

I’m Jake McCandless and I’ve been pastor 
at Turner St./Epic Church in Springdale 
since March and I’m thrilled to have that 
opportunity. That’s not what brought me up 
to NWA though. My family and I left our 
home and pastorate in 2016 to launch Stand 
Firm Ministries with the hope of encourag-
ing believers to hold on to their faith. I be-
came overwhelmed by the 2015 statistic 
that 42 million had left the church and often 
their faith. Though I’m not speaking full-
time I’d still love to share this message with 
your church on a Sun. or Wed. night. You 
can contact me at 
jake@standfirmministries.com or 501-472-
9079.  

Banner Announcements 

MAILING LIST UPDATES 

In the box below you’ll either see the 
word ‘Verified’ or ‘Unverified’. This is the 
current status of the address used to mail 
this issue of the banner. If you’re address is 
‘Unverified’, you will not continue to re-
ceive the banner in the new year.  

Hello Readers, 

 Consider sending in an article of your own. You 

can send in, devotions, testimonies, special articles, and 

more. If you’d like to contribute to the Banner and please 

don’t hesitate to reach out to the editor.  

A Man on Mission 

“How can this be?” Mary asked in amaze-
ment.  “I have never been with a man.”  
Gabriel explained that she would not need 
a man.  This would be a miracle baby, the 
Son of God. 

“And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord:  be it unto me according to thy 
word” (Luke 1:38).  She needed no further 
explanation.  It was an act of complete sur-
render. 

 

JOSEPH:  An Act of Service.  An angel like-
wise visited Joseph weeks after Mary’s en-
counter with Gabriel.  The angel of the Lord 
approached Joseph after he had learned 
that Mary was with child and told him not 
to fear to take Mary as his wife because her 
baby was conceived of the Holy Spirit.  
Matthew 1:24:  “Then Joseph. . .did as the 
angel of the Lord had bidden him. . 
.” (Matthew 1:24).  He would care for her 

and her Son as an act of service to the 
Lord.  May this Christmas become 

for us a season of surrender and 
service to God.  

Christmas: Season for Submission 

CALLING ALL WRITERS 

The Banner exist to cultivate relation-
ships between our church members. That 
means, it exist for more than church reports. 
What exciting things are happening in your 
churches? What events are happening in the 
community that you’re a part of? How can 
sister churches in the BMAO partner to-
gether? If you’re interested in writing for 
the Banner, contact the Editor—even if you 
just have an idea for something you’d like 
to see in future issues.  

By George Reddin 


