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Second Signpost on 
the Discipleship Path 

How can you tell if someone is a 
true follower of Jesus? What are the 
characteristics of a disciple? These were 
some of the questions that researchers at 
Lifeway Research sought to discover 
answers for this past decade. Their re-
search identified eight areas of the Chris-
tian life that lead to spiritual health in a 
believer. In December 2019, we shared 
these eight characteristics and explored 
what it looked like to engage with the 
Scriptures in day-to-day life. 

The second characteristic that we 
want to explore is this: "Spiritually 
healthy believers obey God and deny 
self." This truth is taught throughout 
Scripture, but the Apostle John gives 

significant attention to this in his first 
letter. In several passages, the beloved 
disciple addresses this issue of obedience 
(1 John 2:3-6; 3:6-10, 22-24; 5:3). He 
teaches that true believers are unable to 
live in habitual sin because the Holy 
Spirit of God is indwelling him—anyone 
who continually lives in sin is not a true 
disciple of Jesus Christ (1 John 3:6-10). 

Spiritually 
healthy believ-
ers are those 
who exhibit 
evidence of 
the indwelling 
Spirit of God. 
Jesus explained 
this in His Upper 
Room Discourse 
in John 15. He 
said, "Whoever 
abides in me and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing." 

(Continued in “Signpost” on page 4) 

Electricity runs in a cir-

cuit from its source and back 

again. Along the way it fur-

nishes power for lights, appliances, heat, 

cooling and entertainment centers. To 

access that power, however, the switch 

must be “on” or the power bypasses that 

particular electrical product. 

Churches are in some respects like 

electrical circuits. Every member is a 

power conductor and a part of the cir-

cuit. The power comes from God, and 

we are channels only. But to receive the 

power, our switch must be “on.” 

Praise God for Christians whose 

switches are “on.”  They want to be used 

for and by God. They stay plugged in. 

They are always in their place, fulfilling 

their responsibilities and reflecting the 

joy of the Lord. Some church members 

are “off” Christians. They are not inter-

ested in accessing or exercising divine 

power. They would rather be left alone 

and unbothered by church matters. We 

call them “inactive members” because 

they have bypassed the power and re-

main dormant. Some church members 

are “off and on” Christians. They are 

“on” for some church services and activi-

ties and “off” for others. They pick and 

choose what to participate in as if the 

choice were theirs and not God’s. The 

problem with “off” and “off and on” 

members is that they reduce the power 

and potential of the church.   

The Lord spoke to the prophet Eze-

kiel about this same problem, but using a 

(Continued in “Circuit” on page 3) 

Don’t Break Circuit 

Volunteer Student Missions is excited to send out nine teams in 

2020. More than 70 students and leaders are now raising funds and preparing to serve 

with missionaries in Portugal, Ukraine, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Peru, 

Romania and others. A couple of these countries have not 

hosted VSM teams before, and we are very excited to 

work with them this year. Our in-country trip this 

year is focused on building relationships with our pas-

tors and mission churches in California. 

    Our goal through Volunteer Student Missions is 

to teach students at a young age to be mission 

minded, to love and serve as Jesus did. We hope that 

through this mission, each student becomes a lifelong 

(Continued in “BMA Missions” on page 3) 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHURCHES 

We had a big Launch Day on Jan. 

19th—with 45 in attendance. We were 

blessed. In May, the 18 of us began 

working towards our replant and launch 

service. Everyone has pitched in and 

worked hard. We’ve met monthly for 

Launch Team Meetings, in which we 

planned together and worked to be bet-

ter suited to receive visitors. Everyone 

jumped in and volunteered to help. It 

was fun to watch our launch team 

grow—along with dessert table. An 

interesting church growth statistic is that 

as a church grows so does the choices at 

a potluck.  

Over the past month, we held two 

practice services which gave us opportu-

nities to invite others to our service. 

During these practice services and the 

launch service we’ve had 15 households 

visit. We look forward to see what the 

Lord has in store for us.  

More than the attendance numbers 

from our launch, the individual stories 

of how guests were led to EPIC 

CHURCH was powerful to hear. Many 

of our guests came through hearing 

about the church launch through social 

media. We’ve been amazed at how im-

pactful social media can be for our 

churches.  

We also are extremely thankful for 

our BMA of the Ozarks friends. Many 

have prayed for us and reached out with 

words of encouragement. And a big 

Our Brotherhood will also begin a 

new study, "No More Excuses!". 

Our church hosted our District 

WMA ladies with Sis. Tonya presenting 

our program. We were inspired by her 

talk. We enjoyed soups and chili on a 

chilly evening.  

We were excited to have BMA mis-

sionaries Danny and Rita Ballard at 

church on the last Sunday in January.  

Sis. Rita was able to share her testi-

mony in Sunday School and Bro. Danny 

presented slides and told about the work 

and culture in the Philippines as well as 

bring the morning message.  

I'm always reminded how blessed we 

have it here in the U.S.A. Please con-

tinue to pray for all our missionaries.  

Pastor: Wes Hulvey 

Reporter: Mary Baker 

Does anyone feel like you are on a 

treadmill and someone hit the speed up 

button and you are just trying to stay on? I 

feel like I am behind on everything.  

December was a busy month at our 

church. We fixed blessing bags for a nurs-

ing home and delivered them and sang to 

the people there; put on a Christmas play, 

“Rumors or Realities: Investigative Re-

porting”; and organized a float for the 

Gentry Christmas Parade. Additionally, 

we were blessed to have a Christmas Eve 

service. 

We lost our oldest member, Nellie 

Oliver, in December. She was 98 and 8 

months young. We’ve welcomed two 

new members, Mike and Francie Catron 

(one by baptism and one by letter). 

(Continued in “Churches” on page 3) 

thank you to Brad Harris and Prairie 

Oaks Baptist for sharing part of their 

worship team. Our guest worship leader 

had to cancel on our launch day and 

Prairie Oak’s Mason and Camryn 

McCourt came to our rescue.  

Pray for us as that the Lord will con-

tinue to give us vision, provision for that 

vision, protection and unity in the proc-

ess, and courage to step out. Also pray 

for us as we continue to seek a worship 

leader. 

Pastor Jake McCandless 

Eastside finished the year 2018 with 

several activities. We delivered a basket 

and a poinsettia to 15 of our beloved 

seniors; singing Christmas Carols to 

them. The church took a group to see 

“Christmas Carol” in Van Buren. Some 

of the cast belong to our own, Darrell 

and Deloris Barker’s family. After the 

play, they stopped off to eat at 

“Grannies” on the mountain. Our last 

Sunday night service for the year fin-

ished with testimonies, members read-

ing their own poems and of course sing-

ing praises to our Lord. 

As we begin the new year, our Mu-

sic director, James McEntire injured his 

knee. We pray for his speedy recovery. 

We are thankful for Christopher Brown 

and Mike Tooley leading our music. 

Pastor:  Dr Tom Hover 

Reporter:  Judy Faulkner 

We have begun our new quarter for 

Sunday School studying “The Church 

Begins.” We have been in the New Tes-

tament; a great study from Answers in 

Genesis.   

Eastside Baptist Church in Fayetteville 
is seeking a part-time, Music Minister 
for blended services. Please contact 

Dr. Tom Hover at 479-502-0800  
for more information. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

Eastside—Fayetteville 

Victory—Gentry 

Epic Church—Springdale 

SMBC—Springdale 



Our church brought in the new year 

together with food, and games at our 

church’s Family Life Center.  

Bro Bill has been telling us we need 

to have 2020 vision for this new year, we 

need to be busy for the Lord. The field is 

white but there are few workers.  

Bro. Billy Chesshir from Fellowship 

preached for us on January 19. It is good 

to hear our young men that God is calling 

to the ministry. 

There have been several sick in our 

area and surgeries, but things may be get-

(Continued from “Churches” on page 2) 

missionary both to their community and 

to the nations.  

For more information, contact An-

gela Rice at angela@bmamissions.org or 

(501) 455-4877 and check out our web-

site bmamissions.org/vsm. 

Baptist Medical Missions has a 

full year planned for 2020. We are re-

turning to the countries of El Salvador, 

Honduras, Romania and Peru. We are 

also serving in Thailand this year, as well 

as working with new missionaries in 

Ukraine and Zambia. We have a full 

schedule and are excited to see how 

God uses these missions for his glory. 

We would encourage you to get 

involved with BMMI. Our goal through 

BMMI is to open doors for our mission-

aries to gain contacts with people in 

(Continued from “BMA Missions” on page 1) 

From the Editor 

We’ve spent some energy revamping 
the design and layout of the Banner the 
past couple of months. We’re working 
towards creating a publication that is 
valuable and engaging for you.  

We are beginning now to focusing on 
the content in each issue. Starting next 
month, we are asking that church re-
ports be limited to 150-200 words. 

We also want to invite anyone who is 
interested in writing articles for the Ban-
ner to consider submitting something to 
the editor. The article should be be-
tween 350-400 words. Here is a list of 
potential topics: 
 Profile (member of your church, leaders 

in our work, etc.) 

 Inspirational thoughts (devotional or 
applications from your spiritual life).  

 Church programming (innovative ideas, 
case studies, suggestions for activities) 

 Anecdotes or stories of faith. 

 An upcoming special event. 

Be sure to submit articles early,    
especially if they are seasonal in nature. 

ting a little better. I ask for your prayers I 

will be having knee surgery in February. 

Let’s not forget to pray for our country 

we are so divided.  

Pastor Bill Sheffield 

Reporter Jean Yount 

On January 3, the Spoken 4 Quartet 

was in concert at our church. We had a 

full house. Those who didn’t go missed a 

great concert. They are signed up to be at 

Silver Dollar City for 8 months this 

year. They will also be returning to our 

church on June 20, 2020 for our Fish Fry 

and concert. Everyone is invited. Make 

sure to mark your calendars. 

Our 6-week Men’s Bible Study 

started January 14, 2020 going through 

“Kingdom Man” by Tony Evans. Any men 

that want to attend, whether from our 

church or another church, is welcome.   

There have been many people loosing 

loved ones. I’m reminded of Isaiah 60:20, 

“The Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and your days of sorrow will end.” 

Pastor: Ron Shults 

Reporter: Gail Short 

New Prospect—Garfield 

their communities. If you are interested 

in serving with BMMI, contact Angela 

Rice at angela@bmamissions.org or 

(501) 455-4877 and check out our web-

site bmamissions.org/bmmi 

World Missions Day is Feb. 23! 

This is our annual celebration of our 

missionary God and what he is doing 

around the world through BMA Global 

Missions. We pray that all of our 

churches would participate in 2020. 

This effort allows us to sustain ministries 

in 81 countries. With great participa-

tion, we will be able to send more mis-

sionaries and partner with new church 

planting projects. To register your 

church please go to bmamissions.org/

worldmissionsday or call BMA Missions 

at (501) 455-4977. 

Celebrate! Pray! Give! 

different illustration. God said, “And I 

sought for a man among them, that should 

make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before 

me for the land, that I should not  destroy it: 

but I found none” (Ezekiel 22:30).  An electri-

cal switch closes the gap so the power continues 

to flow. Is your switch “on”? 

(Continued from “Circuit” on page 1) 
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In all the Synoptic Gospels, the  
Bible records Jesus telling His disciples, 
"If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me."  

Obedience to God is closely linked 
to denying self. If we hope to obey God 
and His Word, we must deny our selfish 
desires, abide in Him and allow Him to 
produce fruit in our lives. This is why 
Paul includes "self-control" as part of 
the Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5. 

So as we endeavor to make disci-
ples, let us never forget that obedience 
and self-denial are two outward charac-
teristics of a spiritually healthy believer.  

We cannot lead someone where we 
have never been—how well are you 
doing in the areas of obeying God and 
denying self? 

(Continued from “Signpost” on page 1) 

You are invited to the  

BMA of the Ozarks—March Mission Rally 

March 6th - Sulphur Springs, AR 

Special Guest Speaker: 

Dr. Scott Carson 

Director—BMAA Chaplaincy 

President—
Southeastern 
Baptist College, 
Laurel, MS 


