SEPTEMBER 2017

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS

CONTACT US
EL BUEN PASTOR UMC

705 E. University Dr.
Edinburg, Texas 78539
Phone #: 956-383-2515
isidropina66@gmail.com
normapollard63@gmail.com
rosarodriguez217.rr
@gmail.com

September 2017
JANUARY 2016

The Shepherd Newsletter
El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church
Edinburg, Texas

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
In This Issue:

For Newsletter Article:
Contact: Priscilla R. Patterson
@ prispat56@aol.com

1

2




We’re on the Web!
Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Secretary Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 11:30
Friday
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY:
Sunday School
10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Worship
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
WEDNESDAY:
Wonderful Wednesdays
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s
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10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship Service
Communion Sunday

10
10:00 am Super
Sunday
11:00 am
Worship Service
EBP KIDZ
Parent
Meeting
after church
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10:00 am Super
Sunday
11:00 am
Worship Service

FINANCE
Mtg @
12:30

24

10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship
Service
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UMM/
CHOIR
UMW
PRACTICE
MEETING 6:30 –8:00
@
PM
6:00 PM SPPRC Mtg
@ 6:30PM
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UMM/
CHOIR
UMW
PRACTICE
MEETING 6:30 –8:00
@
PM
6:00 PM
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UMM/
CHOIR
UMW
PRACTICE
MEETING 6:30 –8:00
@
PM
6:00 PM
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UMM/
CHOIR
UMW
PRACTICE
MEETING 6:30 –8:00
@
PM
6:00 PM
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Wonderful
Wednesdays
7:00
Rev’s Bible
Class 6:00
Bible Study
7:00
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Wonderful
Wednesdays
7:00
Rev’s Bible
Class 6:00
Bible Study
7:00
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Wonderful
Wednesdays
7:00
Rev’s Bible
Class 6:00
Bible Study
7:00

27
Wonderful
Wednesdays
7:00
Rev’s Bible
Class 6:00
Bible Study
7:00
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COFFEE
WITH THE
PASTOR
BIBLE
CLASS

8

BUDGET
WORKSHOP
9:00 AM
TO 12:00
NOON

@10:00AM
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COFFEE
WITH THE
PASTOR
BIBLE
CLASS
@ 10:00 AM
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COFFEE
WITH THE
PASTOR
BIBLE
CLASS
@ 10:00 AM
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COFFEE
WITH THE
PASTOR
BIBLE
CLASS
@ 10:00 AM
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15
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UMW
Spiritual
Retreat @
9:00 AM
TO 12:00
NOON
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*Culto Unido on Sunday, September 24th @ 6:00 PM
at El Divino Redentor in McAllen.
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Message from
Bishop

2

Con’t: Message from
Bishop
Schnase
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EBP KIDZ
Activities
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Training
Noisy Coin
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EBP KIDZ
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Cantata
EBP KIDZ
Prayer
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September
Birthdays and
September
Anniversaries
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Treasurer’s
Report—July
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Blessing of the
Backpacks

9

Back to
School Health
Fair
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Calendar of
Events
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A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

Serving Christ by Serving Others

How do we serve Christ? Simply by serving
the less fortunate in our surrounding area; by
“34 “Then the King will say to those on his
treating them the
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
way we would like to be treated by others,
Father; take your inheritance, the kingwith dignity and compassion. We must
dom prepared for you since the creation of
always be prepared to help those in need.
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave
We don’t help our neighbor to obtain salvame something to eat, I was thirsty and you
tion but it is because of our salvation, begave me something to drink, I was a stranger
cause of our gratitude to Christ that we
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes
provide assistance to those who need it. Our And at the end of our lives
and you clothed me, I was sick and you
deeds are the result of our relationship with our Judge [Christ] will say to
looked after me, I was in prison and you
us, ‘Well done, good and
came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous Christ.
faithful servant! You have been
will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
I recently saw salvation in action in this
faithful with a few things; I
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
church. It all started by small conversation will put you in charge of
something to drink? 38 When did we see you
with our Church Council chairperson. We
many things. Come and share
a stranger and invite you in, or needing
said, “lets have a health fair for the commu- your master’s happiness!’ Mt.
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see
nity” and the project took off. Many heard 25:21.
you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
about the idea and joined us. Then the
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
entire congregation got involved and the
whatever you did for one of the least of
Rev. Isidro Piña
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did result was magnificent.
for me.’” Matthew 25
Because of your love for the community many
families were blessed. Children had a big
What do we do when we see a person in
need? As Christians we should show compas- smile when they were given their brand new
backpack filled with school supplies. Parents
sion. When we serve others it reflects the
condition of our heart; same thing happens were happy when we offered free haircuts,
when we deny compassion. As we show our health screenings, immunizations and many
other services. But most importantly is that
love and compassion to others by serving
they were able to experience the love of God
them we are loving and serving Christ. .
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatev- coming from strangers, from this congregation.
er you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
God blessed us in so many ways to be a
me.”
blessing to others. Let us never forget the
This text simply says how Christ judges our words of Matthew, “Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers
lives. At the end of the day what really
matters is not what we have or who we are and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
but about what we did while on this earth. Mt. 25:40.
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A Message from
Bishop Schnase
Dear Friends,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Much of the state of Texas has suffered from the effects of Hurricane
Harvey. News images have shown devastating losses in communities all
along the Texas coast, Houston, and inland areas stretching all the way to
Bastrop. In some areas, the rainfall and flooding continue.
Thousands of people have lost their homes, tens of thousands have been
displaced, and the damage to property is immeasurable. Our communities will take months, perhaps even years, to rebuild.
Within our Rio Texas Conference, communities such as Rockport,
Aransas Pass, Port Aransas, Fulton, Portland, and LaGrange have been
especially hard hit. Along with the communities impacted by the
flooding, many of our churches have also been damaged.
Recovery efforts have not yet fully begun because crews are still clearing
enough debris and power lines to make some areas accessible. As the
disaster passes, the recovery begins.
As United Methodists, it is part of our calling to reach out to those who
are suffering and in need. Our Disaster Response Team has already
begun deploying Early Response Teams to communities in the Coastal
Bend under the leadership of Eugene Hileman. They are equipped with
flood buckets, hygiene kits, blankets, tools and equipment provided by
your generosity. United Methodist early responders are not always the
first to arrive, but they are often the last to leave because we are
committed to serving as long at takes to rebuild lives, to rebuild homes,
to rebuild communities. Because of the scope of this disaster, we will all
need to pull together to reach out. We must hold those who have lost so
much close to our hearts.
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1st Annual Back to School Health Fair
At EBP

On August 19, 2017, El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church held its first Back to School
Health Fair from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. It was a joyous event seeing all the children’s faces
as they received their backpacks full of school supplies! What a great blessing it was for this
congregation! We had people donate blood, get shots, get haircuts for free, get massages, get
books, listen to some great music provided by All 4 Him Praise Band and get lots of great medical and community information! We had the Edinburg Police department fingerprinting the
kiddos and what a sight it was to have the police mobile right in front of our church! Let’s make
next year a greater event!
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First, we solicit your prayers. Pray for those who grieve, who are disconnected from their families, and who face uncertainty. Pray for first responders, community leaders, police, firefighters, EMT’s, troops, and others. Pray for the thousands of volunteers who will descend upon the
Coastal Bend to lend a hand in restoring these communities.
Second, financial generosity is vital when responding to this scale of
need. There will be a time and place for specific material donations, but
our response teams need the immediate flexibility that financial gifts
make possible to purchase needed supplies and materials. Your generous gifts make a difference.
I am issuing a special appeal to the churches of the Rio Texas Conference. I ask that our churches take up a special offering this Sunday and
direct it to Rio Texas Conference Disaster Response Fund – Conference
ADVANCE #2057.
The dollars given to this fund will go directly to relief and recovery. With
your donations, we will partner with The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) to sustain this relief effort for the many months ahead.
They will allow us to offer immediate relief and to partner with Volunteers
in Mission (VIM) and UMCOR for long-term response.
In addition to sharing this appeal in churches, I also ask that you share
the appeal via email and social media. Individuals can give online at riotexas.org/give and have their gift applied to their church’s giving toward
the Conference Advance.
Also, please review the information below for more ways that you can assist with the recovery effort. We especially need certified Early Responders. If you have not been trained, there are upcoming training opportunities listed here.
Thank you for your desire to help, your willingness to serve, and for your
generous response.
Yours in Christ,
Robert Schnase, Bishop
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“EBP KIDZ”
Summer is over and it’s time to get back into the school routine. Don’t forget to keep Jesus close to
your heart at all times. EBP Kidz will continue meeting every week at 7:00 pm for Wonderful
Wednesdays. Make plans to attend & bring a friend.
We had many adventures during the month of August. We learned that it is very easy to find the
dirt in people, but as Christians, we should strive to find the gold. We learned about Joseph’s Coat
of many colors and that God was with him even when bad things happened to him, just like he is
with us. We enjoyed a pool party to welcome the new school year and started planning our
upcoming Christmas Program.

Sunday, September 27, 2017
EL BUEN PASTOR

On Sunday, August 27, 2017, all students and educators were encouraged to bring their
backpacks to the service to be blessed. School can be fun, scary, awesome and tough, so
Rev. Isidro Piña sent the students and educators with a prayer and a blessing so that they
will definitely have a wonderful and blessed school year!

~Making pudding dirt cups

~Making Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors

Back to School Pool Party!

Many students had the
opportunity to take
pictures in front of this
beautiful display
prepared by Pete Lobato.
What a fun Sunday it
was!
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TREASURER’S REPORT
JULY 2017

CHOIR PRACTICE

Support General Budget-Tithes & Offerings-Income

$19,061.90

Less Budget Expenditures

(21,359.59)*

Difference

($ 2,297.69)
We will begin choir practice for the Christmas Cantata beginning on August 29, 2017. We will
be rehearsing from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm on Tuesdays. Singing in the church choir gives us an
opportunity to share real ministry to the congregation, as well as give us nurture and spiritual
growth! See you there!

*Budget Expenditures Breakdown:
Administrative Costs

$10,644.33

Church Property Exp.

7,682.86

Conference Assignment

3,000.00

Ministry
Total Budget Expenditures
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32.40
$21,359.59

ERT Teams Are Needed: Teams are already being deployed. Go to riotexas.org/harvey

Designated Account Balance @ 7/31/17

$54,899.93

Rio Texas Conference Assignment Balance @ 7/31/17

$14,000.00

Texas Methodist Foundation Balance @ 7/24/17

$267,969.00

to sign up to be deployed and to sign up to be ERT trained. You may also contact Cindy
Moore (District ERT coordinator 956-245-5742 ) for more information. Susan Hellums and Roland Pecina have also been serving as your part the district disaster response team and I am
grateful.
September 9th First Kingsville will host an ERT training (begins at 8am): You
should soon be able to register at riotexas.org for this training. You may also call Jim Callis for
more information regarding ERTs.

MESSAGE FROM:
Rev. Dr. Robert Lopez
Coastal Bend and El Valle
Superintendent

NOISY COIN OFFERING
A detailed monthly report may be obtained and/or viewed at the church office. Please contact Rosa
Rodriguez, church secretary, at 383-2515 or Leonor Zarate, church treasurer, at 318-1160

Our next noisy coin offering will be picked up on
October 29, 2017. This offering will go to help the orphanage in Nuevo Progreso, Mexico. Start saving
your coins now to help the orphaned children there.
This is one way we can help by supporting Ana and
Rudy Gorena in this mission!

Page 6

The Shepherd Newsletter

EBP KIDZ

Christmas will quickly be upon us, so it’s time to prepare for our Children’s Program.

Parent meeting on September the 10th following the Sunday Service—
Mark your Calendar!!
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September Birthdays
9/2 Martha Olivarez
9/3 Francisco Gaytan
Liana Gorena
Esther Mandujano
9/4 Crystal Alfaro
Bill Pollard
Cody Salas
Drew Salas
Sydney Salas
9/6 Ramon Flores
9/7 Alianna Chavez
9/8 Roberto Gorena
Daniela Lopez
Kassandra Gorena
9/12 Debra Enriquez

9/12 Sylvia Saldaña
9/13 Joe Moreno
Carlos Quintana
Consuelo Balderas
9/14 Immanuel Salinas
9/15 Laura Garza
Davy Perez
Monica Garcia
9/16 Sylvia Gallardo
9/17 Cynthia Rios
9/18 Rick Riojas
Martin Leija
9/21 Dolores Anzaldua

9/23 Patty Martinez
9/24 Marta Mendoza
Sarah Pollard
9/25Gloria Gonzalez
Stephanie Ortiz
9/27 David Gorena
Ismael Perez
9/30 Dina Garza
Rachelle Hushen
Baldemar Perez

9/22 Olivia Garcia

September Anniversaries
9/04 Eloy & Robbie Gonzalez
9/06 Ramon & Mary Lou Flores
9/10 Rev. Francisco & Elisa Gaytan
9/19 Ramon & Aidee Guerra
9/24 Manny & Jennifer Salinas

