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CONTACT US 
EL BUEN PASTOR UMC 

 

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/ 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary Hours: 

Monday  - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 11:30 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY: 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Worship 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

Wonderful Wednesdays  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s 

 

   

 

 

For Newsletter Article: 
Contact: Priscilla R. Patterson 

@  prispat56@aol.com 
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00 am Super 

Sunday   

11:00 am  

Worship  

Service     

WORLD     

COMMUNION  

SUNDAY 

2 
UMM/

UMW 

MEETING 

@  

6:00 PM 

3 
CHOIR 

PRAC-

TICE     

6:30PM to 

8:00 PM 

4 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

5 
COFFEE 

WITH THE 

PASTOR 

BIBLE 

CLASS 

@ 10:00 AM 

6 7 

8 
10:00 am 

Super Sunday   

11:00 am 

Worship  

Liturgical 

Dance Prac-

tice 4:00 to 

5:00pm 

9 
UMM/

UMW 

MEETING 

@  

6:00 PM 

10 
CHOIR 

PRAC-

TICE     

6:30PM to 

8:00 PM 

11 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

12 
COFFEE 

WITH THE 

PASTOR 

BIBLE 

CLASS 

@ 10:00 AM 

13 14 

15 
10:00 am 

Super Sunday   

11:00 am  

Worship  

Liturgical 

Dance Prac-

tice 4:00 to 

5:00pm 

16 
UMM/

UMW 

MEETING 

@ 

6:00 PM 

17 
CHOIR 

PRAC-

TICE     

6:30PM to 

8:00 PM 

18 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

19 
COFFEE 

WITH THE 

PASTOR 

BIBLE 

CLASS 

@ 10:00 AM 

20 21 

22 
10:00 am 

Super Sunday   

11:00 am  

Worship  

 Liturgical  

Dance Prac-

tice 

4:00 to 5:00pm 

23 
UMM/

UMW 

MEETING 

@  

6:00 PM 

24 
CHOIR 

PRAC-

TICE     

6:30PM to 

8:00 PM 

25 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

26 
COFFEE 

WITH THE 

PASTOR 

BIBLE 

CLASS 

@ 10:00 AM 

27 28 
EBP   

GARAGE 

SALE  

8:00 to 

12:00  

29 
10:00 am 

Super Sunday   

11:00 am  

Worship  

Service     
Liturgical 

Dance Prac-

tice 4:00 to 

5:00pm 

30 
UMM/

UMW 

CHOIR 

PRAC-

TICE     

6:30PM to 

31 
CHOIR 

PRACTICE     

6:30PM to 

8:00 PM 

 
TRUNK OR 

TREAT  at 

6:00 PM  

    

October 2017 

United Methodist Women                            

RIO TEXAS                
CONFERENCE            
MEETING  IN                

CORPUS CHRISTI 

*CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING on October 15, 2017 at 12:30 PM. 

*CHARGE CONFERENCE 

on Sunday,                       

October 29, 2017 

 *FINANCE MEETING on October 1, 2017 at 12:30 PM. 

Rev. Isidro Piña 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Jesus brought hope 
to the disciples on 
the boat not by re-
buking the storm 
immediately but by 
assuring them of 
His presence, “it is 
I.” The families af-
fected by the storm 
felt the presence of 
Christ once the help 
arrived.  But I be-
lieve Jesus was pre-
sent with them 
throughout the 
storm saying, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.”   

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
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“When Jesus is in the Storm” 

 
In the Scripture, in Matthew 
14:22-33 we find the story 
where Jesus walks on water to 
meet His disciples.  As he was 
walking to the boat the disci-
ples became afraid.  When 
they saw Him they immediately 
thought it was a ghost.  And 
Jesus said to them, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  
The disciples were terrified not 
only because someone they 
didn’t recognized was walking 
on water but also because they 
were facing a storm and the 
boat was being shaken by the 
strong winds.  But, “what a re-
lief” they must have thought, 
“He is here with us now!” 
 
Interesting to note in the story 
that even though Jesus was 
close to them the storm was 
still going on and Peter was 
drowning.  Why didn’t Jesus 
command the storm to be si-
lent?  Why didn’t he stop the 
wind immediately?  Why didn’t 
He allow Peter to walk on wa-
ter without any problems? 
 
This story gives me hope; a 
hope that even in the storm 
Jesus is present!  Not neces-
sarily rebuking the winds but 
being there by our side.  

  
Recently I had the opportunity 
to visit and offer my assistance 
to families affected by Harvey, 
a category four hurricane. 

 
 

When we arrived at the area 
where my team and I had to 
work we were shocked by 
what was in front of us; de-
struction.  There were homes 
with damage on the roof, win-
dows, doors, etc.  But there 
were other homes that were 
completely destroyed. 
 
During one of our visits to one 
of the homes were scheduled 
to work on, a young man came 
out to greet us.  Just by the 
look he had we could tell he 
had been working for a very 
long time cleaning the house 
that he shared with his mom 
and grandmother.  When we 
offered our help he didn’t want 
to accept it because he felt he 
was stealing from others in 
greater need.  We insisted.  
His reply at the end of our 
work was that we had been 
sent by God, and I think we 
were sent there by God so we 
could learn a lesson. 
 
Another case was a family who 
was trying to save money to 
make the last house payment.  
When I called him to confirm 
our visit, he asks us if we could 
wait a little longer because he 
was helping his friend get back 
on his feet.  But when I saw his 
house I thought, “Brother, you 
are the one who needs help to 
get back on your feet.” He    
didn’t see it that way.  He put 
the needs of others before his 
own needs.  
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EBP is taking items for our yard sale! 
 

Donate: Clothes, Tools, Shoes, Furniture, Dishes and anything  
you want to donate! 

 
What better way to help you get rid of clutter in your house!   

Donate it to EBP’s Yard Sale! 
 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
Sponsored by 

El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church Finance Committee 
 
 

Drop-Off your donations on: October 21st & 27th 
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YARD 

SALE 

October 28th 

 

8:00 to 12:00 
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Nominations and Leader Development 

Committee Job Description 

An effective committee on nominations and leader development identifies, develops, deploys, evalu-
ates, and monitors Christian spiritual leadership so that the congregation carries out the ministries for 
transformation of the community. The committee guides church leaders (whether called a church 
council or administrative board or another name) on matters regarding laity in leadership of the con-
gregation.  

    
Spiritual Gifts and Qualifications Helpful for the Committee 
This committee is made of of no more than nine people, one of whom must be a young adult. One-
third of this committee is elected annually by the charge conference. The committee is to elect people 
who have one or more of these spiritual gifts: administration, discernment, exhortation 
(encouragement), helping, knowledge, servanthood, teaching, and wisdom. Members of this commit-
tee should show evidence of growing discipleship and willingness to help others identify their places 
of ministry. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church states that the pastor shall be the 
chair of the group and a layperson shall be vice-chair who may represent the committee at meetings 
of the church leadership team. 

 

Responsibilities of the Committee 
 Members of this committee are to be attentive to their own Christian spiritual lives and engaged in 

biblical and theological reflection about God’s call and the mission of the church. This committee 
helps members of the church identify their calls from God, their leadership gifts, and places for 
Christian service. 

 This committee leads the congregation to understand that God gives gifts, skills, and experiences 
to every individual within the body of Christ for ministry for the transformation of the world. Individ-
ual ministry may be lived out within personal relationships, in work or school settings, and in the 
congregation. 

 This committee develops a system for becoming familiar with people in the congregation. It helps 
people discover their spiritual gifts, name their skills, interests, knowledge, and life experiences in 
addition to developing a system for tracking this information. 

 This committee works cooperatively with other groups or individuals to prepare job descriptions 
that are adapted to the needs and organizational style of the church. 

 This committee becomes familiar with the responsibilities for each leadership position and match-
es potential leaders with particular opportunities for spiritual leadership. 

 This committee invites people to positions of spiritual leadership, receives their responses, and 
provides training and support for these individuals. 

 This committee presents a nomination list to the charge conference for a church council chair, a 
committee on pastor (staff) parish relations and its chair, a board of trustees, a committee on fi-
nance (to include chair, financial secretary, and treasurer), a lay member to annual conference, 
and a lay leader. The committee works with the church council (or other leadership group) 
throughout the year to name other leaders for the ministry that fulfills the mission of the congrega-
tion.  

 

Responsibilities of the Chairperson (the Pastor) 
 Work in partnership with the layperson who is co-chair or vice chair to plan agendas and lead 

meetings. 
 Work with the church council to develop a comprehensive plan for connecting growing Christian 

disciples with leadership opportunities based on the mission and vision of the congregation. 
 Report to the church council and the charge conference a list of people nominated by the commit-

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions/Committee Descriptions 
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“THE AMAZING ENVELOPE EVENT” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 On Sunday, September 24, 2017 we had our first “Amazing Envelope Event!” Many congrega-
tion members stayed for the event and were able to choose their envelopes.  The congregation 
enjoyed eating their gourmet hotdogs and regular chile hotdogs with some great Lays potato 
chips and of course some great tasting lemon tea! 
 
This Amazing Envelope event was initiated by the Trustees in order to help raise funds for the 
much needed repairs of the church and the parsonage.   
 
We still have many envelopes remaining, so if you haven't had a chance to get yours, you may 
do so immediately after the service.  The board is located in the back wall as you enter the 
church.   
 
Remember, the envelope with the number you select reflects the amount you will donate. If all 
of the envelopes are selected, the final amount collected will be $20,100.00.  With your help we 

EBP go get your  
flu shots ASAP! 
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“And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed 

you with knowledge and understanding.” Jeremiah 3:15 

 

Pastor Appreciation Breakfast 
Honoring  

Rev. Isidro Piña, Pastor Norma Pollard and Rev. Francisco Gaytan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  While the laity are the hands and feet of the 
church the     pastor can be considered the heart of the body.  It is the pastor who pumps the 
blood of the body to keep it alive.  How do they do this?  All through prayer!  
 
This month we celebrate our great pastors that we have at El Buen Pastor UMC.  Rev. Isidro 
Piña,   associate pastor, Norma Pollard and Rev. Francisco Gaytan. These pastors are the 
greatest prayer warriors that our church can have.  
 
While their job includes administrative duties, it is the constant prayer a pastor ministers that 
enlivens the body.  Whether it be in the worship service or while visiting with sick members, 
prayer is the     foundation of a pastor’s tool box. 
 
Let us appreciate all that our pastors do, teaching, preaching, evangelizing and administering 
among many others.  However let us honor them by keeping them in our prayers, for they too 
need that extra love surrounding them as much as we do. 
 
Dear God, let us take care of the pastors you have put in our lives and that of EBP.  Keep 
them       surrounded with prayer constantly as they follow your call.  Amen. 
 

Join us on Sunday, October 8, 2017 as we honor and appreciate our       
pastors. There will be tacos, oatmeal, and sweet bread.  And of course    

fellowship with our pastors! 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=


On Saturday, September 23, 2017, the United Methodist Women held the El Valle UMW 
Spiritual Retreat here at El Buen Pastor UMC. There was great fellowship among all who at-
tended this great event.  Guest speaker was Mrs. Liz Leyva and the women rejoiced making 
a cross to take home!   
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United Methodist Women 
SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
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October 1, 2017 

 

Did you know? 

 

WORLD 

COMMUNION  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
AUGUST 2017 

 
 
Support General Budget-Tithes & Offerings – Income                 $ 20,392.49 
 
 

Less Budget Expenditures       (   24,036.82) * 
 
 

Difference           ($   3,644.33) 
 
 
 
   

*Budget Expenditures Breakdown: 
    Administrative Costs   $ 12,046.76 
 
    Church Property Exp.                7,629.76 
            
    Conference Assignment              3,000.00 
 
    Ministry                                                 1,360.30 
 

 Total Budget Expenditures        $ 24,036.82 
 
 
 
   

Designated Account Balance @8/31/17     $  57,134.52 
 

Rio Texas Conference Assignment Balance @ 8/31/17   $  11,000.00 
 

Texas Methodist Foundation Balance @8/21/17     $266,853.22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A detailed monthly report may be obtained and/or viewed at the church office. Please con-
tact Rosa Rodriguez, church secretary, at 383-2515 or Leonor Zarate, church treasurer, at 
318-1160 

Pag

LITURGICAL DANCE      

PRACTICE 
 
Bianca Cantu will be meeting with the        
Liturgical dancers on Sundays from 4:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM. Anyone interested please make 
contact with her. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS TREES NEEDED 
El Buen Pastor Church is in need of 3 Christmas trees for this year.  We 
need one 9 ft tree and  two 7 ft trees. The ones that were used before 
were old and had to be disposed of.  We are looking for congregation 
members that are interested in donating these trees or making monetary 
donations to purchase these trees.  If you find it in your heart to partici-
pate in making this contribution, please talk to Priscilla Patterson or 
call her at 956-821-4056. Christmas is upon us and we need to get 
these trees as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 
 
Noisy Coin Offering 
 
On October 29, 2017 we will be picking up 
a noisy coin offering for the orphanage in 
Nuevo Progreso. This is a mission work 
project headed by Rudy and Ana Gorena. 
Please continue to collect your coins to 

CHOIR PRACTICE  
CONTINUES! 

Choir practice continues for the Christmas Can-
tata.  We  rehearse from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

on Tuesdays.       
 
REMEMBER THAT:  “Singing in the church choir gives us 
an opportunity to share real ministry to the congregation, as 
well as give us nurture and spiritual growth! See you there!” 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
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Calling All Daisies, Brownies & Juniors!! 

We Are Bringing Girl Scouts To EBP 
Join Troop 1049 

For more information contact : 
Lizbeth Espinoza—Troop Leader or 

Martha Olivarez—
Her As-

sistant 
 
 
 

EBP KIDZ INFORMATION 
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October Birthdays 

Angela Flores  10/02 Frank O. Alvarado 10/10  Hugo Garza,Sr.  10/20  

Blanca Piña  10/03 Seferino Villanueva, Jr. 10/10  Rene Garcia  10/20  

Jose Saldivar  10/03 Marisol Villanueva 10/10  San Juanita Lopez 10/22 

Jahrius A.Garza  10/03 David Flores  10/10  Gabriella Avila  10/23  

Aaron Perez  10/03 Isaac Zamora  10/11  Sofia Velasquez  10/23 

Ryan Gorena  10/05 Norma L. Ruiz  10/12  Gloria Ortiz  10/24 

David Lopez Jr.  10/05 Nelda Garza  10/13  Veronica Quintanilla 10/24 

Meghan A. Ponce 10/05 Abigail Reyes  10/13  Abelina Molina  10/25 

Samuel Hernandez 10/06 Esperanza Ramirez 10/14  Javier Martinez  10/29 

Alejandro Gomez 10/06 Jorge Betancourt 10/14  Emmy Cerda  10/29 

Matt R. Anaya  10/09 Elisa E. Garcia  10/14  Gloria Olivares  10/29 

Adrian S. Arevalo 10/09 Janie Lopez  10/16  C.J. Quintana  10/30 

Efrain Flores  10/09 Ada Gomez  10/17  Pedrito Saldivar  10/30 

Rosario Garza  10/09 Luis Gonzales  10/17  John D. Garza  10/31 

Amalia Reyes  10/09 Dora Reyes  10/19 

Jorge Balderas  10/09 Eloy Gonzalez  10/19 

John D. Garza  10/31 

   

October Anniversaries 

 

               Alejandro & Cynthia G. Gomez– October 6th   

    Hugo & Alma I. Garza—October 15th  
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=

