
 Why the cross?  Why dying that horrific death?                    

Why Him?  Why this way?   

 

Many years ago a baby boy was born to Mary and Joseph.      

This tiny infant, very fragile had the weight of the world on his 

shoulders; and he took that weight to his heart.  His mission was 

to save humanity from eternal damnation.    

  

Maybe Mary and Joseph knew or had an idea of the future of their child “but Mary 

kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often.” Luke 2:18 (NLT). 

    

Life never prepares us to lose someone we love.  I am not sure if Mary, even 

though she had an idea of the future of her child was ever ready to let her son go; 

however, Jesus was ready to face His own death on the cross. 

 

It was on that horrific Friday that He was put to death on the cross along with 

two criminals.  My master hanged on a cross like a thief.  But I say, yes, HE was a 

thief, he stole my heart, he took it away from the hands of the enemy when HE 

paid the price with his precious blood on Calvary.  And He brought me back to 

eternal life through His resurrection. 

 

The darkest hours of the horrible Friday were turned into great joy on that    

Easter Sunday when He came out victorious from the tomb.  He conquered   

death so we should not die anymore.   

 

He defeated the enemy and made us His own!  Hallelujah, Christ lives and He 

lives forever more! 

      Rev. Isidro Piña 
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The goal of Christian discipleship is a transformed life.  
Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, called         
this lifelong process sanctification or going on to           
perfection.  We know what we are supposed to do        to 
grow spiritually, but without encouragement and           ac-
countability, we struggle.  This can happen to anyone at one 
time or another, but EBP Discipleship Ministries is here to 
offer opportunities for spiritual growth and maturity for per-

sons of all ages.  We can walk together as God’s people on this spiritual journey offering each 
other encouragement, support, and accountability.   

Join a small group as they become available.   

Allow God to transform your life today!   

   SACRAMENTO ASSEMBLY 

Summer camp is just 5 months away!  The total cost 
for camp this year is $365.00 and $100.00 for the bus.  
You can start making payments on Wednesdays and 
Sundays.  Please contact Ms. Amy Villanueva for more 
information. 

One of those days Jesus went out to the mountainside to 
pray, and spent the night praying to God.   Luke 6:12 

    MOW FOR JESUS! 

On March 14th, 16th, and 18th, the youth will be offering lawn care 
service to our church family.  Please call Ms. Amy Villanueva if you 
would like for them to go out and clean your yard or if you know 
someone that needs help. 
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 YOUTH ON THE MOVE!!! 
 
The youth will be going to Carmike Movie Theater to watch “Risen” 
on March 1st at 7:00 p.m.  We will meet at Carmike’s by 6:30 p.m. 
to buy tickets.  The cost of the ticket is $5.25 
 
 

     All youth are encouraged to attend! 
 
 

   It will be a blessing to see you there! 



    PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SANDWICHES 

The Peanut Butter and Jelly Ministry will meet Saturday, 
March 19, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. to distribute PB & J    
sandwiches.  We are in need of bread.  If you would  
like to make a donation to this ministry, please contact 
Mrs. Norma Perez. 
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EBP COMMUNITY GARDEN 

(Above you can see the Olivarez family working on their garden bed.) 

Something Wonderful Community Garden will be meeting on Saturday, March 5, 2016 at  
10:00 a.m. in the chapel.   
 
Anyone interested in a garden bed or would like to share a garden bed with someone, may 
contact Mrs. Norma Perez at 956-929-9647. 

          
The El Buen Pastor Membership committee has 
been working to update the membership records 
of our church. Records have to be updated and 
maintained throughout the year. Every year at the 
church conference, a report is turned in of our 
membership count. We will continue to go through 
the process in order to get an accurate count of 
our active members in our church.  
        
Sylvia Flores, chair 
 
Eunice Garcia 
 
Lucy Alvarado 
 
Betty Saldivar 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBhLLKtpTLAhVQySYKHWsvB4QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgregburdine.com%2Fchurch-membership-important&bvm=bv.115339255,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEIefx67rfFnJnRnwnenJZVlki05Q&ust=


NOISY COINS OFFERING 

The next NOISY OFFERING will be picked 
up in May. This offering will be used to help 
fund VBS (Vacation Bible School) which is 
usually held in June.  

We are encouraging everyone to find a    
container and place it somewhere in your 
house where everyone can throw in their 
spare change!  

We will remind you when it is time to bring your noisy offering to 
church. Continue to pray for all of our church ministries. God Bless 
You!  

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your hear to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. “ ~2Corinthians 9:7 

 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

The Trustees have made updates to the Building Use Policy and Bus Policy for 2016 and     

approved a new Key Policy for 2016. 

BUILDING USAGE POLICY: 

 1.  Anyone wanting to use church facilities (other than church ministries) must go to the     
      church office Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon to schedule a date and  
      sign an application. 

 2.  They must follow all procedures of the policy. 

 3.  Use of facilities includes Weddings, Wedding Showers, and Baby Shower etc.  

 

BUS POLICY: 

 1.  Any church group or ministry of the church may use the bus. 

 2.  The bus will not be used by anyone or any organization outside the church ministry. 

 3.  If anyone or any group within the church must go to the church office Monday-Friday      
      from 8:00 to 12:00 noon to schedule a date and sign an application. 

 4.  They must follow all procedures of the policy. 

 

KEY POLICY: 

 1.  Anyone requiring a Key to the Building facilities must sign an agreement 

 2.  They must be approved by the Trustees 

 3.  They must comply with all the key policies and procedures.  

 

ALL DEPOSITS AND DONATIONS MUST BE GIVEN TO CHURCH SECRETARY ONLY. 
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The El Buen Pastor United Methodist Women continue to be a strong group who meet      
weekly for ministry, business meetings and crafts.  Come and join this group every Monday 
night at 6:00 p.m.  Not only do we meet and have lots of fun, but we also enjoy providing our 
homemade goodies to share with each other!  
 
Events coming up in March are as follows: 
 
March 7th: Business Meeting 

March 12th: Chicken BBQ Fundraiser  (Buy your tickets- $6.00) from a UMWoman 
March 14th:  OPEN 
March 21st: Arts & Crafts by Norma Perez (The women will be making Easter Cards.) 
March 28th: 150th Anniversary Program by Maruca Longoria & Eva Gorena 
 

On March 3rd, 10th, 24th, and 31st, the UMW will provide meals for the Campus Ministry. 

On Sunday February 21st, the UMW  
recognized four women.  They were    
recognized for their gift in ministries with 
women, children, youth and young 
adults and were given a Special Mission 
Recognition Award Pin. 
 
This is an opportunity for the local UMW 
group to honor special persons who 
have distinguished themselves in ad-
vancing the purpose of the UMW. 
 
These pins went to four very special 
women from El Buen Pastor. 
 
Diana Manor 
 
Sylvia Jaimez 
 
Elma Garza 
 
Rebecca Carcaño  



REMEMBERING THE PAST AND  
                       INSPIRING THE FUTURE OF   

                                       EL BUEN PASTOR UMC 

Church history is more than just the names of church pastors and 
the dates when the church was remodeled.  The story of the 
church is the story of the whole congregation, pastors, Sunday 
school teachers, choirs, youth groups, missionary circles, men, 
women and the children. El Buen Pastor UMC’s challenge today 
is to collect as many records and artifacts of the past and present 
that will help tell an inclusive story of today’s church.  I, Joe 
Ponce am the new church historian for EBP for 2016 and will be 
encouraging you the congregation to spark up enthusiasm for the 
task of beginning a much needed church archives.  The church has vast amounts of historical infor-
mation such as congregation stories and artifacts.            Everything collected will be important for the 
historical recovering as much as possible local church history.  Future articles will be posted which will 
allow the congregation to know how they will be able to participate in this historical event.  

If anyone is interested in providing any historical information pertaining to El Buen Pastor 

Church you can reach me at 956-624-8073 or email me at: historyjjponce@hotmail.com 

 

WHAT IS A 5 STAR CHURCH? 

Ever wonder how a restaurant or hotel earns a five-star rating? Is it the people? The location?  
The service? In most cases, it is all of this and more.  Why should our church be any different?  
The Five Star Church reveals how we can pursue Christian excellence and uphold the Lord’s 
command to “honor one another above yourselves” (Romans 12:10).  The marks of a     
five-star church is a reflection of how God can use our church effectively to make everyone 
there feel welcomed and cared for—within and outside the four walls of our church. 

 

Churches who are willing to take the extra step to support missions and missionaries are able 
to become 5 Star Churches. El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church was one of those 
churches for 2015!  The way this happened is through meeting these 5 steps: 

 1.  Pay tithe apportionment in full and give at least $25.00 in categories 2 through 5: 

 2.  Give to at least one International Advance 

 3.  Give to at least one U.S. Advance 

 4.  Give to at least one UMCOR Advance 

 5.  Give to at least one Conference Advance 

 

For 2015, El Buen Pastor United Methodist Church paid $49,522.00 in apportioned funds and 
$1,080.00 in other gifts. Totaling $50,602.00.   

It is with pride and with great honor that we here at El Buen Pastor UMC have been    
given this recognition of being named a 5 Star Church!  Thank you congregation for   
fulfilling your duties in our mission giving and mission outreach!  
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Transparency Project 
What Is Transparency? 
 
In the context of churches, transparency has two important components. The first is that        
the church’s finances be transparent, permitting congregants to see details about how their        
donations are spent, and the second is that the church be governed in a transparent fashion 
such that the congregation understands how and why decisions are made.  
 
We believe that implementing a transparent governance structure would be beneficial to          
El Buen Pastor UMC by reducing opportunities for financial malfeasance, and provide a       
better Christian witness to the world.   
 
In addition, we believe that transparency is biblical and our actions should be accountable       
to God and the EBP congregation. 
 
Nelda Olivarez 
EBP Treasurer 

 

 

   

 

 
Prayer Vigil coming this April. 



 

 

            Treasurer’s Report 

            January 2016 

 

 

 Giving-Support Budget   S 31,142.93 

 Budget Expenditures   ($22,269.97) 

 Difference       $ 8,872.96 

 Designated Offerings 

 Construction     $110.00 

 UM Women     $ 20.00 

 UMY Donations              $1,203.08 

 Disciple Ministry Books    $239.00 

 Carcano Memorial              $14,585.00 

 Total Designated Offerings         $16,157.08 

 

 Designated Expenditures 

 Goodwill Ministry    ($168.75) 

 Special Conference Offerings 

 Human Relations    $25.00 

 

                                             GOD IS GOOD! 
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From the Desk of the Editor 

Just a few reminders so that we can get our church to work 

effectively. 

 If you have an announcement to be made  during the 

Sunday morning church service, please make contact 

with Pastor Norma by Thursday of each week. The        

liturgist is the ONLY PERSON that will make these       

announcements on Sunday morning during worship 

service unless Rev.  Piña states otherwise. 

 

 All church events and activities must be cleared with 

Rose, the church secretary. This process will keep us from 

overbooking church events.  Rose is the only person to 

contact when scheduling an event or activity.  Please 

call her at 956-383-2515. 

 

 When using the upstairs café or downstairs kitchen, be 

sure to leave the areas sparkling clean as you found 

them. This will help our custodian concentrate on keep-

ing the church clean  as he only works 20 hours a week. 

 Please be sure to turn in your Personal Information Update Form 2016 to me.  I 

will pick  them up on Sundays after the service. It is very important that you turn 

these in to me as we need information on birthdays, anniversaries and emails. 

 Please also, if your group is not going to meet on a particular date, please call 

Rose, the church secretary to cancel the event and Rene the custodian won’t have 

to spend time setting up and he can use his time cleaning the church more   

thoroughly. 

 If you want to submit an article for the newsletter please send me the                  

information and picture attached if any to:  prispat56@aol.com  or call me at:: 

      956-821-4056. 

 

 

“Be completely humble and gentle;   

be patient, bearing with one another 

in love.” 

     ~Ephesians 4:2 

 



 

 

SIGN UP FOR EL BUEN PASTOR UMC’S  

GROUP MESSAGING SYSTEM 

 

 

Dear Church Members & Guests: 

Sometimes, important information needs to be relayed to you about upcoming church 
events, special classes, or cancellation of classes due to inclement weather, or other 
news. In order for you to receive this information from El Buen Pastor Leaders, you can 
subscribe to the group messaging system in the following ways 

Step 1: To receive messages via text: 
Text to: 
(956) 242-4557 
Message: @ebpnews 
You can opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, 'unsubscribe @ebpyo'. 
 

*Standard text message rates apply.  
(This means whatever your service provider normally charges you for texting)  
 
Step 2:  
You will receive a text asking your name.  
Respond with the name that you want us to see in the system.  
For example: Irasema Cerda responded with name “Emmy Cerda”.  
 
VIA EMAILS: Send an email to ebpnews@mail.remind.com 
Recipients: ebpnews@mail.remind.com  
Subject: (You can leave the subject blank)  
You can unsubscribe at anytime by replying with 'unsubscribe' in the subject line. 

 

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?  

Remind is a one-way group text messaging and email system. With Remind, all personal     
information remains completely confidential. Because we won’t see your numbers or you     
see ours using this system, when we send a message, we will sign it “#RevP =Rev. Piña or    
#NoPo = Pastor Norma Pollard.”  If you wish to respond to one of us, please call the office at 
956-383-2515 or personal cells. 
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March Birthdays 

3/1 Elina Gonzalez       3/19 Walter Patterson 
3/2 David Almaraz        Susie Garza 
 Ramon Flores        Mario Lopez 
 Ninfa Garza         Joseph Riojas 
3/3 Leah Gonzalez        Leticia Garza 
 Monte Minor        3/20 Jaime Solis  
           Ophelia Solis 
 Javier Lerma         Fernando Galan 
3/4 Miguel Garza        3/22  Diana Torres 
3/5 Noemi Cantu        3/23 Lydia Alaniz 
3/6 Elda Mendoza       3/24 Rogelio Alaniz 
 Daniel Contreras       3/26 Robert Rios 
  
3/7 Carlos Reyes        Sammy Gorena 
 Elijah Villanueva       3/27 Brittni Garza 
3/9 Sergio Reyes       3/29 Bella Cerda 
 Terri Zarate         Rick Torres 
3/10  Macaria Gorena †       3/30 Joe Ponce 
3/11 Abel Alaniz 
 Connie Hernandez 
3/15 Bianca Cantu 
3/16 Mary Alice Ponce 
 Mark Gordon 
3/17 Christina Salas 
 Rollie Garza 
3/18 Adolfo Vargas 
 

 

March Anniveraries 

    3/7 David & Dolores Anzaldua 
    3/12 Rene & Belinda Flores 
    3/22 Bill & Norma Pollard 
    3/27 Charlie & Sylvia Flores 
    3/29 Victor & Sylvia Reyes 



705 E. University Dr. 

Edinburg, Texas  78539 

Phone #: 956-383-2515 

 

 

isidropina66@gmail.com 

normapollard63@gmail.com 

rosarodriguez217.rr 

@gmail.com 

JANUARY 2016 

      

          

CONTACT US 
EL BUEN PASTOR 

UMC 

 

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/ 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary Hours: 

Monday  - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 11:30 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY: 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Worship 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

Wonderful Wednesdays  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s 

 

 

Rev. Isidro Piña will be on Vacation from March 13th to March 19th. 

Spring Break for our Edinburg students is from March 14th to March19th 

*DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME—MOVE YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD! 

March 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

2 3 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

4 
World Day 
of Prayer 

5 
RESERVED 

EVENT HELD 
UPSTAIRS 

4:00-8:00PM 
 

Prayer 
Service 

9:00  AM 

6 
10:00 AM 

SUPER  
SUNDAY  
11:00AM 

WORSHIP 
7:00-9:00 

PM 
YOUTH 

7 
UMW 

6:00 PM 
 

TRUSTEES 
MEETING 
6:30 PM 

8 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

9 10 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

11 12 
UMW 
BBQ  

FUND- 
RAISER 

13 
 

10:00 AM 
SUPER  

SUNDAY  
11:00AM 

WORSHIP 
7:00-9:00 

PM 

14 
UMW 
OPEN 

15 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

 

16 17 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

18 19 
Prayer  
Service 

9:00 AM 

20 
10:00 AM 

SUPER  
SUNDAY  
11:00AM 

PALM    
SUNDAY 
7:00-9:00 

PM 
YOUTH 

21 
UMW 

6:00 PM 

22 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
7:00 PM 

23 24 
MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
SERVICE 

7:00 PM 

25 
GOOD  

FRIDAY 
SERVICE 
7:00 PM 

26 
Prayer  
Service 

9:00 AM 

27 
7:00AM 

SUNRISE    
SERVICE 
10:00 AM 

SUPER SUNDAY  
11:00AM 
EASTER      
SERVICE 

7:00-9:00 PM 
YOUTH 

28 
UMW 

6:00 PM 

29 30 31   


