
 I was saddened when I read an email sent to me by my   
former District Superintendent very early on a Monday 
morning.  The email contained information no one wants to 
read.  The District Superintendent was informing us that 
one our colleagues who had just recently received a liver 
transplant and who was doing fine health wise, had just 
passed away.   

 

This pastor and I worked together in the former Rio Grande Conference.  
We went to Course of Study together.  We were almost the same age.  We 
were neighbors, at one point, and shared some meals together when our 
children were small.  And just like that, in the blink of an eye he is gone. 

 

After I finished reading the email and meditating for a moment of what life is 
all about, I called other colleagues to inform them about the passing of our 
brother.  As expected, they were taken by surprise.  Some of them cried on 
the phone as we exchanged words of hope and assurance.   

 

That same day I received very assuring and comforting words from one of 
my parishioners who had just read the same message from our DS.  The 
words that came from this member of my congregation simply said that I 
am ALWAYS remembered in their prayers.  It was like if God was winking 
at me.  It’s so refreshing to know that someone is constantly praying for us.   

 

Life is too short.  Let us spend it doing God’s work.  Let us spend life    
helping others.  Let us spend life bringing hope and comfort to others.     
Let us spend life making this place a more beautiful and harmonious     
place to live…and it all begins with me.  

 

“I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers.”  
            Philemon 1:4 (NIV) 

 

           Rev. Isidro Piña 
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 WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS 

 

THE CASE FOR CHRIST 

BIBLE STUDY 

Have you ever questioned?  How reliable is the New Testament?   
Does evidence for Jesus exist outside the Bible?  Is there any reason  
to believe the resurrection was an actual event?  These and other  
questions answered by seasoned journalist, Lee Strobel, as he chases 
down the biggest story in history.  Is there credible evidence that Jesus 
of Nazareth really is the son of God?  

Study begins May 04th  

Every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Led by Pastor Norma Pollard 

Book $5.00  Book & Study guide $13 

Speak with Emmy Cerda (956/322-2060) about book order and payments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL Super Sunday Class 

May 15th at 11:15 a.m. 

For Elementary Kids (K-5th) 

There will not be a 10:00 a.m. Sunday school 
class for elementary students on Sunday, May 15th.  They will be having a special Sunday 
school class at 11:15 a.m. instead of 10:00 a.m. on this particular Sunday morning.  Children 
will be escorted upstairs from worship time to learn more about God, do fun activities, and  
fellowship together.  Parents can pick up their children upstairs after the worship service.   
Join us - we’re going to have lots of fun!   
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The Prayer Room at EBP will continue to be available for prayer and meditation                                  
for those who would like a private place to pray and meditate.   

 
Anyone needing more information regarding the Prayer Room, please contact Norma Perez. 

 

Everyone is welcomed! 

 

MEMBERSHIP  
COMMITTEE  

UPDATE 
This committee is continuing to work  

to update the records of EBP          
membership. If you have 

 any questions, please call                
Sylvia Flores (956) 292-1928 or 

Eunice Garcia (956) 292-4485.   

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016 
    

At this year's VBS, Surf Shack, our students will discover an interactive, 
energizing, Bible-based program that will give them an  opportunity to 
catch God’s amazing love. During Vacation Bible School at Surf Shack: 
Catch God’s Amazing Love, your students will become Surfers and   
explore how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. 
 

After a high-energy opening assembly at the Surf Shack, the Surfers 
make their way to the Story Deck. Interactive Bible lessons reveal  
Wave Words for following God’s plan for our lives, and your Surfers    
will discover Pop-Up Verses (Bible memory verses) that will remain   
with them in their faith long after VBS. 
 

The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in 
a variety of activities: making their own art projects at the Craft Hut, 
singing new music at Tidal Tunes, exploring science activities at Discovery Dunes, participating in recreational  
activities at the Recreation Station, and enjoying tasty snacks at the Shack Snacks.  Let’s go! 
 

Join us June 20-14, 2016 right here at El Buen Pastor UMC from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Classes for all ages! Nursery to Adult Classes Available 

 
To volunteer or to find out more about Surf Shack, contact Debbie Cavazos @(956) 451-0413 or                             

Suni Garcia @(956) 292-4485.  We're looking forward to hearing from you! 

https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=28239832&partId=2&scope=STANDARD&saveAs=FullSizeRender.jpg


A MOMENT IN CHURCH HISTORY 
 

In 1908 when Edinburg, Texas was known as Chapin, Texas, the first 
Mexican American Methodist members began to gather and  to have 
services.  The congregation included approximately about 30 strong 
members including the Rev. L. Castro family, the de la Viña family,       
B. Treviño family, E. Garza family, and the de la Cruz family.  These 
people were some of first members which started building El Buen    
Pastor United Methodist Church. Interesting facts to know! 

      By:  Joe J. Ponce, Church Historian 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
      

Stewardship is having a class dedicated for those who 
would like to learn more about being a good steward of 
all that God has given us.  Albert Garza & Natalie Garza 
are teaching this class for the next five (5) weeks (from 
April 27th – May 26th) Classes are from 7-8pm on 
Thursdays and will be meeting in the Sanctuary for 
class. Let us further the Kingdom of God together.          
If you have any questions call the office (956-383-2515). 

 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 

May 22, 2016 
 

Methodism’s founder, John Wesley, described peacemakers as people who “doth good unto 
all.” They share God’s love, not only with people they know or who believe exactly as they do, 
“but step ‘over all these bounds’ to manifest (God’s) love to neighbors and strangers, friends 
and enemies.” 

That’s our call as United Methodists today. Your gift to the annual Peace with Justice Sunday 
offering makes an enormous difference in many lives. Because of your generosity, The United 
Methodist Church can address diverse issues such as immigration, economic empowerment, 
nutrition, peace, racial justice, the death penalty and leadership development. Imagine trying  
to tackle that list on your own! 

Peace with Justice Sunday is one of the six United Methodist Special Sundays with offerings. 
Established by the 1988 General Conference, the denomination’s highest policy-making body, 
Peace with Justice Sunday supports programs that advocate peace and justice at home and 
around the world. 

On May 22nd we are asking that those of you who have offering envelope boxes, to look 
through the box and find the envelope that says, “Peace with Justice Sunday” and bring it to 
church on that day with your love offering.  Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with 
each of us! 
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NOISY OFFERING  
COLLECTION 

      (Stewardship Committee) 
The next Noisy Offering will be collected on 
Sunday, May 8, 2016. This offering will be 
picked up to fund our Vacation Bible School 

  

THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank all of you who brought us    

flowers and plants to our home on April 9th in           

remembrance of our dear son Alan Garcia’s birthday.  
 

Your expression of love touched our hearts.  A special 

thanks to Norma Pollard who thought of this beautiful 

gesture.  We are blessed to have a congregation of 

people who love us and who continue to keep us in 

prayer.                                                                                           

          May God bless all of you! 

          Juan and Suni Garcia 

 

   

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN WILL 
LEAD SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
On Sunday, May 22, the worship service will be led by the     

United Methodist Women of  El Buen Pastor. The message will  

be preached by our Associate Pastor Norma Pollard.  Come join 

us and let’s fill up the church pews to honor God by our worship! 

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY 
MINISTRY 

 

PB & J will be meeting on Saturday, May 14th            
to make and distribute peanut butter and jelly       
sandwiches. Please join us in this ministry if           

you are interested.   
 

Martha Olivarez invited the ENHS FCA to join us in 
making and delivering these sandwiches. The FCA 
also gave colors and coloring books to the children. 

SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Shawl Ministry gifted Karen & Bob 
Grams knitted hats for the trip back to 

Michigan. May God continue to           
bless them! 



 

 

WHY I TITHE…. By Andrew Flores 

2 Corinthians 9:6 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will  
also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has made up his mind. Not reluctantly or under     
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you map abound in every good work.  As it is written,   
“He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for all your         
generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  For the ministry of this service is not 
only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.  By their 
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your confession 
of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, while they 
long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.  Thanks be to God for 
his inexpressible gift! 

The main reason why I give to the church is because Christ first gave to me.  He gave me eternal life.  
My testimony is clear.  I, by my obedience to God’s word and confession of the gospel of Christ I give 
bountifully.  I don’t give because I am commanded to tithe.  That was for Israel not for the new           
testament Church.   I give because we are called to support the church, because it glorifies God.           
I supply our church with money and they give to other organizations like starving kids in Africa or      
missions to other places around the world.   And because I am giving and they are receiving it, they 
give glory to God because of the gift.  I give because everyone needs to hear the message of truth—
The Gospel.  How else will they come to the knowledge of the truth unless it is preached.  I give in    
order to keep the lights on at church and have Bible studies with my brothers and sisters.  I also give   
in order support our pastors so they can preach the gospel clearly and not have to work jobs but        
focus on God’s word.  Acts Chapter 6, read it.  The church decided not to wait on tables but have         
some focus on taking the gospel out and others supporting them.    

When you’re in love with God, all you want to be is around him and His word.  And when you worship 
the Lord by studying His word, praying and knowing how to give, it transforms your life.  You’re in his 
circle of blessing.  Your obeying His word.  If today, you are reading this and haven’t fully committed 
and submitted to God’s word, I ask that you would conform to the body of Christ.   
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 Treasurer's Report   

March, 2016  
      

 
 Giving's-Support  General Budget    $25,660.00  
  Budget Expenditures    -$28,997.71  

  Difference                  (-$3,337.71)  
      
      

 Special Conference Offerings     
  UMCOR             $445.00  
      
  Conference Expenditures   
  Human Relations Human Relations          ($25.00)  
  UMCOR            ($445.00)  
      
      

 Designated Offerings    
  Bus                $90.00  
  Carcano Memorial                                            $250.00  
  Construction                          $30.00  
  Easter Picnic                          $50.00  
  Macaria Gorena Memorial                   $1,100.00  
  Love Offering             $125.00  
  Remodel (Small Blessings)           $250.00  
  Timothy Carcaño               $85.00  
  UMY Donations          $1,092.77  
        _______________________ 

 Total Designated Offerings                   $3,072.77      
      

 Designated Expenditures    
  United Methodist Women           ($120.00)  
  Love Gift              $690.00)  
  Ministerial  Support                                          ($253.50)  
      
      

                      YTD    Current 
         Balance   Payment    Balance 
      

Rio Texas Conference    $47,500.00  -15,977.00 $31,523.00  
    Apportionments         
      
      
       Grace and peace, 

       Nelda Olivarez     



 

 

 

Love & Care in the Everyday 
 

“Love the Lord your God, and do what he wants you to do. Always obey his 

laws, rules, and commands…Teach them to your children, and talk about them 

when you’re at home or away, when you lie down or get up.” 

          ~Deuteronomy 11:1&19 
 

With Mother’s and Father’s Day soon approaching, I’ve been seeing more posts on social media and 

commercials on television reminding us of just how important the roles these people have had in our 

lives.  Maybe it’s because of the group of people I’m following or the shows I watch, but the words and 

actions that I’ve seen describing these loved ones include (but are not limited to): strong, faithful, loving, 

and caring.   
 

There’s an appliance commercial that emphasizes the parental role of showing care in the everyday.  

The parent is washing, drying, cooking, cleaning…caring.  It’s really heartwarming, but what does that 

look like from a Christian perspective?  Are we doing enough by coming to church?  In an article in  

Texas Monthly (May 2015), they refer to a survey done of Texans by the Pew Research Center.       

According to PewResearch.org the number of youth and young adults born from 1990-96 who declare 

themselves as “none” regarding religion is 18%, nationally it’s 36%.  That is double than the numbers  

of those in my age range!  What are we doing in our parental roles, whether they are mother/father, 

aunt/uncle, grandma/grandpa, guardians, or mentors to affect these numbers?  What kind of example 

are we giving?   
 

Jesus exemplified love in many ways throughout the scriptures.  He showed physical care by        

washing feet, drying tears, feeding the hungry and cleansing lepers.  But what he has always been 

most concerned with, as should we all, is the spiritual well-being of people, God’s children.  We have  

all been given the task, in one way or another, to demonstrate God’s love and compassion in the     

everyday.  Daily reflect with one another on God’s faithfulness, strength, compassion, love, grace,    

and mercy in the everyday.  Love God genuinely in every circumstance and love one another sincerely, 

without condition, in the everyday.  By this, we will teach children, and those who are new in the faith, 

how to obey God’s laws, rules, and commands.   
 

Jesus said, “Little children…I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just       

as I have loved you, so you too are to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are My  

disciples, if you have love and unselfish concern for one another.” (John 13:33-35 AMP)  It is our         

responsibility to demonstrate the love of Christ in our homes, schools, workplaces, and at church…            

in the everyday, from the rising of the sun to its setting…not just on Sundays. 
 

        Peace, 
 

        Pastor Norma 
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May Birthdays 

5/1 Felicia Espericueta    5/18 Letty Almaraz    
 Javier Galindo    Lilian Olivarez 
5/3 Hugo Garza Jr.   5/19 Bella Cantu   
5/4 Emmanuel Lopez    Xevan Garcia    
  Michael Anzaldua   5/20 Bob Grams 
5/5 Viola Davila     Jaime Guerra  
 Matilde Vasquez    Kassandra Garza  
5/9 Adriana Flores   5/21 Jaime Perez   
 Jose Espericueta   5/22 Andres Solis   
5/10  Juan Garcia    5/23 Ruth Perez   
 Aaron Arevalo   5/24 Ray Contreras  
5/12 Emma Garcia   5/25 Cerjio Almaraz   
5/13 Joel Carcaño     Briana Moreno  
5/14 Lisa Carrizales   5/27 Betty Saldivar    
 Amanda Sotelo   5/28 Zachary Garza   
5/15 Rev. Isidro Piña    Isabella Betancourt  
 Caroline Campbell    Sean Salinas   
 Madison Olivarez     
5/17 Italia Flores 

 May Anniversaries 

 
     5/2 Gloria & Hiram Garza 
     5/5 Hector & Melissa Rodriguez 
     5/7 Mario & Abelina Molina 
     5/20 Bob & Karen Grams 
     5/21 Matilde & Elida Vasquez 
     5/23 Joel & Minerva Villanueva 
     5/25 Cerjio & Letty Almaraz 
     5/26 Marcelino & Nelda Olivarez 
     5/27 Moises & Magdalena Garza 
     5/29 Noel & Esther Espericueta 



 

 

SOMETHING WONDERFUL COMMUNITY GARDEN 
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The EBP Toddlers were in the garden and planted flowers. Their strawberry patch is  
flowering and strawberries are growing.  Thanks to Karen Grams who donated and           
planted summer squash, eggplant and tomato plants which are growing beautifully! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To become a Five Star Church, a congregation must do this every year: 
 
*Pay apportionments 100% or more 
*Contribute to the annual One Great Hour of Sharing special offering 
*Contribute to a project in each of the following five categories: 

 Project in the Rio Texas Conference (see the online Conference Advance project listings 
for 2013-2016; the ink is below) 

 National project, somewhere else in the United States* 

 International project, in another country* 

 Project related to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)* 

 One United Methodist missionary supported by the General Board of Global Ministries* 

 

           2016 GRADUATES 

If you are graduating this May, please make contact 
with Norma Pollard. You need to submit your picture 
with all of your information to her.  Please do so ASAP 
as plans are being made for this event.  
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705 E. University Dr. 

Edinburg, Texas  78539 

Phone #: 956-383-2515 

 

 

isidropina66@gmail.com 

normapollard63@gmail.com 

rosarodriguez217.rr 

@gmail.com 

JANUARY 2016 

      

          

CONTACT US 
EL BUEN PASTOR 

UMC 

 

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/ 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary Hours: 

Monday  - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 11:30 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY: 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Worship 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

Wonderful Wednesdays  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s 

 

 District Conference in Donna FUMC @ 2:00 pm 

 General Conference—May 10, 2016 to May 20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon 

 Managing Diversity @ St. Mark UMC-Mcallen  8:30 am-4:30 pm 

May 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 am  
Super    

Sunday 
11:00 am 
Worship  

HOLY 
COMMUNION 

2 

Safe  
Sanctuary 
Training 

@6:30 pm 
UMW 

Business 
Meeting 

3 

 
 

4 

 
Wonderful  

Wednesday 

5 

National  Day  
Of  

Prayer 
 

Tithing Class 
@7:00 pm 

6 7 

Nurturing 
Meeting with 

Emmy  
9:00-11:00 

8 

10:00 am  
Super    

Sunday 
11:00 am 
Worship  

9 
 

UMW      
Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 

10 

 

11 

 
Wonderful  
Wednesday 

12 

 
Tithing Class  

@7:00 pm 

13 14 
 

PB&J 
Ministry 

9:00 a.m. 

15 

10:00 am  
Super    

Sunday 
11:00 am 
Worship  

Pentacost 
(Wear Red) 

16 
 

UMW    
OPEN 

17 

 
 

18 

 
Wonderful 

Wednesday 

19 

 
Tithing Class 

@7:00 pm 

20 21 

22 

10:00 am  
Super    

Sunday 
11:00 am 
Worship  
PEACE  W/
JUSTICE         

OFFERING 

23 
 

UMW     
Meeting  

6:00 p.m. 
 

24 

 
Finance  
Meeting 

@6:30 pm 

25 
 

Wonderful 
Wednesday 

26 

 
Tithing Class 

@7:00 pm 

27 28 

29 

10:00 am           
Super Sunday 

11:00 am       
Worship    

Church Council 
Meeting  

@2:30 pm 

30 
 

UMW      
OPEN 

 

31 

 
Stewardship 

Meeting  
@ 6:00 pm 

    


