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You and I have been given different gifts and talents. The bible says in
1 Corinthians 12:4, “There are different kinds of gifts. But they are all given to
believers by the same Spirit.”
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No gift is greater than the other. Some have been given the gift of teaching while
others received the gift of preaching. We recently experienced many of these
gifts during our Vacation Bible School. While we had those with the gift of
organizing the event, we also had those with the gift of teaching, singing,
preaching, praying, serving and many, many other gifts.




July Birthdays

11










July
Anniversaries
Church
Calendar

12

What is your gift? Are
“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
youthese
using it to expand
5
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though
God’s Kingdom? Are
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
you
6
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each
of helping
us. If1 others with
thisfaith.”
gift?
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your
Romans 12:4-6 (NIV)

The gifts that we have been given by the Spirit are to be used to accomplish a
ministry; these gifts are to be used to expand God’s Kingdom. “That is for the
good of all.” (1 Cor. 12:7b).
There is a Spanish “corito” that says, “Cuando venga el Señor y te pregunte a ti por
tu talento, ¿que diras al Señor del talento que Cristo te dio?” (When the Lord comes
and asks you about your talent, what are you going to tell the Lord of the gift Christ
gave you?”
You have been given a gift, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)
Rev. Isidro Piña
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS was such a great blessing to all
who attended this year! Classes for all
ages were provided and the fellowship
experienced each night was just
unforgettable! We spent many memorable
moments during the week of June 20 –24.
Skipper and Snappy became such great
friends with our children that our children
couldn’t wait to return the next evening to
spend time with them! A BIG THANK YOU
goes out to all the volunteers who gave up
of their time to make VBS a success! It is
because of the love and devotion that these
volunteers have for this church that it was all
made possible. Thank you, Debbie Cavazos
and Suni Garcia, for all of the planning that
you put into this event. Without you all, this
couldn't have taken place. Nora Neck, you
your creativeness and the talent that God gave you was put to great use! Your sceneries were
so beautiful and the children just loved them. The children really felt like they were at the actual
beach! Mary Alice Ponce, thank you for making the food for the adults and always willing to
serve when asked. Thank you VBS teachers, thank you VBS helpers, thank you Joe Ponce
and Ray Ramirez for being our photographers, thank you kitchen crew, and thank you Jaime
Perez for being a super AV person! Judge Elect Keno Vasques, Attorney Gil Peralez and
Kenny Ponce provided all of the pizzas for our great closing celebration of VBS. Thank you
for having such a great heart and for making our meal possible!
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UMYF FUNDRAISER
The UMYF is having a “Flapjack” fundraiser to raise
money for summer camp. This event will take place on
July 9, 2016 at Applebee’s on West Trenton in Edinburg
from 8:00 am to 10:00 am. Get your tickets from one
of the youth members. Tickets are $7.00 dollars.

NOISY COIN OFFERING
Let’s continue collecting our coins! The next noisy coin offering will
be collected on July 31, 2016. This offering will be benefitting the
Niños Milagros de Dios Orphanage in Nuevo Progreso.
Continue to save your change and help us be a blessing to others
with our offerings.

“Each

of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
~ 2 Corinthians 9:7
Let’s keep our homebound church members in prayer. Some
of these members can no longer attend church due to illness,
but they are our sisters and brothers in Christ so we must keep
them in prayer at all times!
Lydia & Rogelio Alaniz Jose & Beatriz Espericueta Elma Garza
Tommie Gonzalez Yolanda Hinojosa Irene Lopez Jacobo Ortega
Esperanza Ramirez Nelda Rocha
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SACRAMENTO YOUTH ASSEMBLY
Our EBP youth will
be traveling to
Sacramento, NM on
July 17th to attend
youth camp. There are
39 youth and 6 adult
supervisors going.
Please keep them in
your prayers as they
make this wonderful
trip to experience
God’s love up in the
mountains!

DO YOU WANT TO SHARE YOUR
MUSICAL TALENT WITH THE LORD?
Then it’s time for you to become involved in serving in the ministry of
music. We need anyone who can sing or play an instrument to come and
participate in the ministry of EBP. Please call or text Efrain Contreras
if interested at 956-207-3037.

Page 8

The Shepherd Newsletter

LAY SERVANT TRAINING
There will be a Basic and Advanced Lay Servant training
on September 17, 2016 at First United Methodist Church,
Donna, 228 S. Main St., Donna TX 78537-3228
The Basic Class will be LEARNING & LEADING. This is
an excellent opportunity for those who wish to take the
basic course to become certified as a lay servant. For
those wishing to continue their certification and become
an advanced lay servant we will be offering the Advanced
Class, ”LAY SPEAKERS PREACH”. This course is
designed for those who are called
upon to preach in a pastor’s absence. In order for you to receive the materials you need
for either class, we would like to have the registration turned in to us no later than August
27th, 2016. This will give us time to order the books and send them out to you. The cost
for each class is $30.00. Make checks payable to El Valle District. If interested, please
pick up a registration form in the church office.

MUSIC RECORDED BY ONE OF OUR OWN PIANISTS:

ANDY LOPEZ

Andy Lopez, one of our very talented EBP pianists, has recorded some great piano music.
If interested in purchasing some of his great work go to http://apple.co/1Wszxdd. His new
album is live on iTunes, Amazon, Google Play, Spotify and many more. Andy writes and
composes his own music. What great gift God has given Andy! Let’s go out and show
him our support!
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God is Truly with Us on Our Journeys
“As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself
came up and walked along with them.” ~Luke 24:14-15
Many of you know that our family has begun an unexpected journey since Bill was
diagnosed with Stage III Melanoma in May. Bill looked at me, on that day in May,
and said, “I need God to show up.” My response to him was, “God showed up in November, when
you were approached about applying for your new job.” Bill applied for his new job in November
but was not hired until February. Our new insurance did not take effect until May 1st. His melanoma
made its appearance a couple of weeks after that.
Since then, we’ve made two trips to Houston for Bill’s lab work, CT scans, an MRI, consultations with
a surgeon and an oncologist, and ultimately his first immunotherapy treatment at M.D. Anderson. So
many doors have been opened for us by family and friends. We have been blessed to be surrounded
with such loving support, amazing hospitality, and comfy places to stay...and we are so very thankful!
Our visit with the oncologist, was a bit nerve-wracking. I truly felt like the man who brought his son to
Jesus for healing in Mark 9:24 and cried out to Him, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”
Where was my faith? God reminded me of His presence when the doctor told us that the new treatment Bill would be receiving was approved by the FDA in November because of its effectiveness. In
November...Bill was approached to apply for a job with good insurance and at the same time, this new
treatment was being approved by the FDA. We had no idea what was happening in November, but
God did and was already setting everything up for the journey we would be on.
The night before we left Houston, we went out to dinner with Bill’s sister and family. We noticed she
had left a chair available next to her. She said that her friend Deb was going to join us. When Deb
arrived, she was still in her work clothes (I believe she works as a dispatcher for a
loading dock at the ship channel), later she laughed about how well she “cleaned up”
when she wanted to and then showed us a picture to prove it! She is a real character
and a lot of fun to be around. After dinner, Deb stood up and shook my hand then
Bill’s, then looked right at Bill and said something like, “No matter what life brings your
way, good or bad, go out for a walk.” (Paraphrased) She then proceeded to share a
poem she had written, and I hope to get a copy from her soon, so I won’t paraphrase it
in any way in order to not diminish the power of the words she spoke from her heart...but I do know that
she ended her poem with an invitation. She asked, “Would you like to go for a walk with me?” Bill and
I knew that God was speaking through this woman, in the most profound way! God truly is with us.
Peace,

Pastor Norma
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TREASURER’S REPORT
May 2016
Support General Budget-Tithes & Offerings

$26,961.95

Budget Expenditures

($23,755.50)

Difference

($ 3,206.45)

Designated Offerings:
Construction/Remodeling

$30.00

Ministry to the Poor

$50.00

UM Women

$50.00

UM Youth Fund

$1,524.90

Timothy Carcaño

$110.00

VBS

$450.46

Carcaño Memorial Fund

$100.00

Eva Gorena Memorial Fund

$100.00

PB&J Ministry

$40.00

UM Youth Bus Account

$750.00

Corey Cappadona

$100.00

Special Conference Offerings

$103.00

Total Designated Offerings

$3,408.36

Total Designated Expenses

$103.00

Rio Texas Conference Apportionments Balance
Texas Methodist Foundation Balance

(as of 5/31/16)

(as of 5/31/16)

$22,000.00
$282,348.40

(last month’s report did not show interest @ 5.0000%)

A detailed monthly report may be obtained and/or viewed at the church
office. Please contact Rosa Rodriguez, church secretary, at 383-2515 or
Leonor Zarate, church treasurer, at 318-1160.
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7/01
7/02
7/03
7/04
7/06
7/07
7/08

Sergio Jaimez
Bobby Lopez
Seph Villanueva
Patty Sotelo
Robert Viña, Jr.
Sylvia Jaimez
Julio Cerda, Sr.
Jocelyn Sauceda
Matthew Perez
Adrian Viña
Gabriel Galloso
Marina Garza
Daniel Alaniz
Julissa Mendoza
Chris Parras

July Birthdays
7/10
7/11
7/12
7/13
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/17
7/18
7/20
7/22
7/24

Priscilla R. Patterson
Dina Parras
Cynthia Perez
Amy Gorena
Karen Grams
Brandi Garza
Efrain Contreras
Christopher Galvan
Carmen Gorena
Victor M. Reyes
Eric J. Gomez
Ruben Cantu, Jr.
Omar Guerrero
Sofia Garza

July
Anniversaries
7/01
7/05
7/07
7/19
7/21
7/30
7/31

Roland & Margot Anaya
Marcy & Martha Olivarez
Arturo & Viola Davila
Rene & Monica Garcia
Ruben & Marina Garza
Darrell & Cynthia Ehler
Jaime & Marisela Rivas
Eloy & Carmen Rodriguez

7/25
7/26
7/28
7/29

David Garza
Miranda Zapata
Anibal Gorena
Julie Carcaño
Amaris Lopez

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS

JANUARY 2016

JULY 2016

CONTACT US
EL BUEN PASTOR
UMC
705 E. University Dr.
Edinburg, Texas 78539
Phone #: 956-383-2515
isidropina66@gmail.com
normapollard63@gmail.com
rosarodriguez217.rr
@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/
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2

8

9
Youth Pancake
Fundraiser
8-10 AM

Wonderful
Wednesday

Trustees
Meeting 9AM

School of Missions in kerrville

Rev. Pina will be out on vacation from July 4th to July 10th.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Secretary Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 11:30
Friday
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY:
Sunday School
10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Worship
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
WEDNESDAY:
Wonderful Wednesdays
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s

11
UMM &
UMW
Meeting
6:00 pm

12
SPPRC
Meeting
6:00 pm

13

18
17
10:00 am UMM &
UMW
Super
Meeting
Sunday
11:00 am 6:00 pm
Worship
Sacramento

19
Finance
Meeting
6:30 pm

20

10
10:00 am
Super
Sunday
11:00 am
Worship

24
10:00 am
Super
Sunday
11:00 am
Worship

25
UMM &
UMW
Meeting
6:00 pm

youth

26

Wonderful
Wednesday

14
UMYF
District
Blessing
Service
6-8 pm

15

16

21

22

23

Wonderful
Wednesday

assembly — sacramento, new mexico

27

28

29

30

Wonderful
Wednesday

31
10:00 am
Super
Sunday
11:00 am
Worship

Rev. Piña will be out on vacation from July 4th to July10th, 2016.
The UMW will be attending the School Of Missions in Kerrville from July 7th to July 10th, 2016.
Rev. Piña and our youth will be attending youth camp from July 17th to July 23, 2016.

