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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
At EBP we have Sunday
School Classes for all ages. Come and join
us from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Bring your
children so that they can experience the love
of God! Sunday school is an opportunity to grow
and become disciples of Christ! The doors are
open, please join us every Sunday!

Benefits of Sunday School
1. Sunday school provides a structure for teaching God’s Word. Sunday school is where
you learn scriptures and you get opportunities for discovery, review, and interaction as
you study God’s word. Sunday school meets your needs!
2. Sunday school gears Bible teaching to each specific age group. While the little ones
discover biblical truth through acting out Bible stories, complete dot-to-dot pictures, sing
fun Bible songs, the adults discuss topics which reflect their trust in God.
3. Sunday school trains us for leadership. Both the teacher and the students benefit from
Sunday school because our knowledge and care grows and this changes our lives and
our leadership skills begin to develop.
4. Sunday school is discipleship! Every shepherd teacher must have a desire to see each
student in his/her flock have a spiritual life change. Since discipleship is “teaching to
obey all I have commanded you” Matthew 28:20, it’s not merely teaching facts, but
teaching obedience.
5. Sunday school is convenient. By having Sunday school on Sunday the children can be
taught while the adults are also learning the word of God.
6. Sunday school organizes the church into caring groups. The Sunday school teacher is
the shepherd for the class therefore, he/she knows or becomes aware of the needs of
the children or adults in their classes. The teacher knows when someone is absent or
hurting or in need of something. The shepherd teacher can share this with the pastor.
7. Sunday school leads the church in prayer and relationships. From the preschool class
through all the adult classes, prayer is directed toward the specific needs of the class
members. Fellowship and conversations develop in Sunday school where caring is
expressed and each of us become aware of each others’ needs.
8. Sunday school focuses on reaching out to peers and friends. We need to invite others
to join us to share this warmth and love we experience in Sunday school.
9. Sunday school lets the church experience all of the above with consistency. Sunday
after Sunday, its dedicated staff leads the church in this most important ministry!
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The Prayer Shawl Ministry provides crocheted and knitted Prayer
Shawls for those experiencing health issues, facing surgery, receiving
or recuperating from medical treatments, or healing through
grief. Prayer Shawls are a tangible sign of healing prayers from our
parish and a way in which to feel the healing presence of God.
For the past thirteen years, the Shawl Ministry has been loom knitting hats, scarves, booties
and shawls for those in need all over the valley and our church family. If you are interested in
participating in this wonderful ministry please contact Norma Perez.

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SANDWICHES
PB&J Ministry will be meeting on April 9, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. to make
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and we will be distributing them
between 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Anyone interested please contact
Norma Perez.
Something Wonderful Community Garden is
in need of a wheel barrel. If you find it in your
heart to donate one, please contact Norma
Perez.
The Community Garden Members will be
meeting on April 2, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. to clean the garden. There is grass
to cut and weeds to pull so please make plans
to attend. The alley also needs to be cleaned.
If anyone is interested in joining, please contact
Norma Perez.

SPRING PRAYER VIGIL
The Spring prayer vigil will be held on Saturday,
April 16, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
The IPray Team members will be signing up people
for prayer time schedules after our services on Sunday,
April 10, 2016. For more information contact Noemi
Perez @533-1158 or Sylvia Flores @292-1928.
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NOISY COINS OFFERING
Don’t forget to keep collecting your spare change!
Noisy offering will be collected on the second Sunday
of May ( May 8th). This offering will be designated to
supplement funds for our Vacation Bible School (VBS).

“The generous will prosper. Those who refresh
others will themselves be refreshed.”
Proverbs 11:25

VBS is scheduled for June 20-24, 2016. We are in need of adult volunteers who are willing to
help make Vacation Bible School a success!
We need leaders, teachers, coaches, cooks, and lots of helpers! Everyone who is willing to
help MUST go through a Safe Sanctuary Training. Further notice will be made available to you
when this training will take place. If interested, contact Debbie Cavazos or Suni Garcia @
(956) 292-4485.
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The United Methodist Women held a Fundraiser Chicken BBQ on March 12, 2016. Every year
the women from EBP have this chicken BBQ to raise monies to attend various meetings and
conferences held throughout the year. This year’s BBQ was a big success and lots of people
came out to help including the following youth members: Timothy Ellington, Amanda Garcia,
Javi Garza, Miguel Garza, Krista Sandoval, and Sophia Handy. Thank you Jacob Flores and
Isaiah Flores for setting up the tables for us. Also, a BIG THANK YOU goes out to Anibal
Gorena and his friends who graciously volunteered to cook all of the chicken for the UMW.
We couldn’t have done this without Anibal and his crew! SO MANY HELPING HANDS!

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR THE UMW
On Monday, March 21, 2016, the United Methodist Women made Easter cards.
The class was taught by Norma Perez and the women had a fantastic time making.
It was a great opportunity for fellowship gathering!
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A SHAWL FOR MS.
AMY
We are happy to report
that Amy Villanueva, youth
coordinator is back on the
road to recovery! She was
presented with one of the
shawls made by the Shawl
Ministry of EBP.

Some EBP youth members proudly hold the shawl for Miss Amy!

EBP TODDLERS AND PRE-K AT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN
Our EBP babies and pre-k children planted strawberries at our “Something Wonderful”
Community Garden in the middle of March. They are really looking forward to seeing their
plants grow and produce strawberries! Below you will see how much fun they had participating
in this activity. They also had an Easter Sunday lesson in the garden. God is good!
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Rio Texas Conference
United Methodist Women
El Valle District
Spiritual Retreat:
“Bible Study with Feeling”
Date: April 9th, 2016

Place: First United Methodist Church
400 N Sam Houston Blvd
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: (956) 399-2187
Time: 9:00am – 12 noon
Guest Speaker – Rev. Melissa Nelson
Theme: “Bible Study with Feeling”
Lunch: $6.00 a plate

The EBP children participated during the Palm Sunday Service with
real palms & palms they made in their Wonderful Wednesday class.

Our Acolytes at
Worship
Service
Madison Olivarez
Bella Cantu
Mackenzie Carcaño
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MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
The Maundy Thursday service held on March 24, 2016 was to
remember Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples. We will always
remember the words of Christ: “Serve and love one another” and
“Do this in remembrance of me!”

GOLGATHA DRAMA
We were greatly blessed with the story of
“Golgatha” as the disciples and other witness
retold the story about Jesus’ crucifixion. A big
thank you to the drama team: Andrew Flores,
Blanca Piña, Gloria Garza, Debbie Ramirez,
Ramon Ramirez, Efrain Contreras, Fred Soto,
and Anita Calderon. The directors of the drama:
Dolores Anzaldua and Efrain Contreras, you
outdid
yourselves. Great
Job! Thank you for sharing
such a sad but true story!
Thank you also to the AV
and Costume Teams!

Gloria Garza,
Pilate’s wife

Efrain Contreras,
Judas

Liz Banda,
Mary Magdalene

Ray Ramirez,
Peter

Blanca Piña,
Mary - mother of Jesus

Rev. Piña, pastor EBP

Debbie Ramirez,
narrator

Fred Soto,
Simon of Cyrene

Anita Calderon,
The Samaritan woman

Efrain Contreras,
John

Andrew Flores,
Roman Soldier

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN BBQ
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SMALL BLESSINGS BUILDING

At EBP there is always work to do! On Saturday, March 19, 2016 a crew of men and young
men stripped the carpet from the Small Blessings building. We are so blessed at EBP with
so many wonderful volunteers ready to work at anytime!. A big thank you to Charlie Flores,
Juan Garcia, Ramiro Garza, Freddy Espericueta, Jarrod Neck, Javi Garza and Miguel
Garza! Thanks for making our church better!

Page 10

The Shepherd Newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT—February 2016
Giving's-Support General Budget

$28,704.90

Budget Expenditures

($26,795.33)

Difference

$1,909.57

Designated Offerings
Bus

$ 25.00

Carcaño Memorial

$650.00

Children's

$249.10

Construction

$160.00

Love Offering

$565.00

Ministerial Support

$507.00

UMY Donations

$530.00

Total Designated Offerings

$2,686.10

Designated Expenditures
UMY (pending receipts)

($550.00)

Balance
Rio Texas Conference

YTD

Current

Payment

Balance

$47,500.00 ($10,815.00)

$36,685.00

$290,737.21 ($7,525.00)

$283,212.21

Apportionments
Texas Methodist Foundation
Building Loan
A detailed monthly report(s) may be obtained and/or viewed at the church office. Please contact Rosa Rodriguez, our church
secretary at 383-2515 or Nelda Olivarez at 624-6853, our church treasurer.

“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say Lord, ‘He is my
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’"
~Psalm 91:1-2
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4/1
4/2
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/18

April Birthdays

Kevin Caldwell
Israel Reyes
Jennifer Gordon
Cynthia Gomez
Bryan Gomez
Christa Campbell
Magdalena Garza
Lynette Garza
Javier Galindo
Darrell Ehler
Roberto Robles
Raul Espinoza
Josie Mendoza
Anita Calderon
Cassandra Saenz
Belia Calderon
Laura Mendoza
Joshua Garza
Agapito Mendoza
Eloy Rodriguez

4/19
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/28
4/29

Luis Chapa Cantu
Jose Ortega
Raul Salas
Hannah Pollard
Emilio Zarate
Derek Villanueva
Belinda Flores
C.J. Calderon
Amanda Riojas
Rachel Arevalo
Valerie Vasquez
Harley Wilde
Victoria Anzaldua

April Anniversaries
4/05
4/10
4/15
4/28
4/28

Luis & Monise Chavez
Luis & Norma Gonzales
Seph & Amy Villanueva
Ismael & Diana Garza
Johnny & Myra Zapata
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ONE YOUTH GATHERING 2016

EBP youth, our One Youth Gathering will be on Saturday, April 16th at First United Methodist
church in McAllen. We will be meeting at our church at 3p.m. so that we can leave together.
We will be car pooling. JOIN US!

30 HOUR FAMINE
The 30 hour famine will take place on
April 22-23 from 6:00 p.m. Friday thru
7:00 p.m. on Saturday at EBP. The
YOUTH will be fasting for 30 hours
to help raise money to stop world
hunger. This will count as 2 missions.
For more info please speak to Mrs.
Amy, youth coordinator.

SACRAMENTO
ASSEMBLY
YOUTH CAMP
The cost for summer camp
this year is $365.00.
Parents, please make sure
your son/daughter make it
a point to come every
Wednesday and do mission
work. Mrs. Amy needs to
start getting a count of how
many kids will be attending
summer camp this year.

Page 13

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN BBQ

Committee:
Sylvia Flores, Eunice Garcia
Betty Saldivar, Albert Garza
Natalie Garza & Rev. Piña

A “Budgeting Class” is being prepared by the Stewardship Committee this coming season.
Albert Garza has been working hard to prepare this class, with the help of Natalie Garza,
for all leaders and anyone wanting to learn more about how to get out of debt. Christians
are called to live free from insurmountable debt. By living debt-free we can give more
towards the Lord and His work in this world. For more information call the office to register
for the coming class on budgeting. (956-383-2515)

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
The Membership Committee has been meeting and
reviewing the membership roster. We continue updating
addresses and speaking to families with children and
relatives that have been long missed. If you would like to
help update your family records, please call the following
Stewardship Committee Members:
Sylvia Flores 956-292-1928
Eunice Garcia 956-292-4485

Lucy Alvarado 956-207-0684
Betty Saldivar 956-292-9099

Please keep the following EBP church members in your daily prayers,
as they can no longer attend church due to illness. Let us remember to keep our
sisters/brothers in Christ (and their caregivers) in prayer at all times!
ESPERANZA RAMIREZ

NELDA ROCHA

RICHARD CONTRERAS

LYDIA & ROGELIO ALANIZ

IRENE LOPEZ

TOMMIE GONZALEZ

ELMA GARZA
JACOBO & ALTAGRACIA ORTEGA
YOLANDA HINOJOSA
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A WORD FROM DEBBIE RAMIREZ, Worship Coordinator
As worship coordinator, there are so many things that need to get done around the church in
order to have each service ready to go. I would like to thank all of those volunteers who came
out to help during the Palm Sunday Service, the Maundy Thursday Service, the Good Friday
Service, the Sunrise Service and the Easter Sunday
Service. I would also like to thank the choir for being
so understanding and patient while trying to get the
AV equipment and sound system ready to work
effectively! I couldn’t have done all of these services
without all of the wonderful volunteers who came
forward to help. May God continue to bless you and
may He continue to use you for His work! God Bless
you greatly! THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

EASTER PICNIC
The Easter picnic was such a great success and fun gathering!
It was held from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 26th.
Anita Calderon, organizer of this event would like to thank all of
the people who made donations in order for this event to take
place. Our great cooks were: Albert Garza and Ramiro Garza.
A great big thank you to Pastor Norma and Sarah Pollard for
going to the park at 7AM to save the park space, to Charlie Flores
and the boys for taking all of the tables and chairs to the park,
and to EJ & Crystal Ruiz for organizing the kids’ games.
GREAT JOB EVERYONE!

SUNRISE
SERVICE
The Sunrise Service
was held at 7:00 a.m. on
Easter Sunday. What a
great experience!
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EASTER SUNDAY
EL BUEN
PASTOR
CHOIR

Full house of worship
on Easter Sunday!

Christ has risen! Beautiful
cross of resurrection!

WITH TITHING COME MANY BLESSINGS
I didn’t know what the true meaning of tithing and giving
generously really meant until I married my husband. Ramiro,
and I started taking different Bible studies and a Disciple class
under Rev. Ruben Saenz’ leadership. I was put to the test
about 14 years ago when I lost my job. I made a complete job
and career change and started my own business. Yes, we did struggle for about three years. We had
a mortgage, two car payments, Daycare for our two beautiful boys, insurances, etc. We did get in
some credit card debt, but only because I lacked faith that God would provide. I was reluctant to give
my tithe to GOD first, even though, Ramiro, had faith that we would be fine and my business would
start bringing in the income. Once I started giving by faith to GOD, we quickly got out of debt, within six
months, and witnessed many blessings. (He is so faithful and true to His children and to His word.)
Well my brothers and sisters, I slacked off “a little” in my offerings this past year, up until about seven
months ago because of different happenings in the church. I noticed a decline in my business and I was
feeling again like I needed to pay my debts first before GOD. My biggest mistake!!! I am at fault for
having doubted GOD. I have asked GOD for forgiveness and have since started giving Him first no
matter what is going on. I trust in Him that He will provide and He is in control of all our situations and
circumstances. I have since seen an increase in sales and opportunities again. I am able to do things
and go places I wasn’t able to do and go before. I thank GOD every day for the many blessings!!
My brothers and sisters, if you have held back on your tithes and offerings, DON’T!! Re-evaluate your
circumstances and put GOD first, after all, everything is HIS! Scripture tells us, we must give and give
generously with a grateful heart! I encourage you to give your tithes generously and receive HIS many
blessings, as I have.
The Lord has blessed my family so much through the years. I couldn’t even begin to think of not saying
“thank you” to Him through our giving. Tithes and offerings is one way to worship GOD, to honor Him
as your provider, to thank Him for all of our resources He has given us, that after all, really belong to
Him!
I thank GOD every day, for my husband, Ramiro who was taught by his grandparents and parents to
give generously and who has since taught me to give. Have faith and leave everything in HIS hands.

Blessings,
Natalie Bea Garza

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS

April 2016
JANUARY 2016

CONTACT US
EL BUEN PASTOR
UMC
705 E. University Dr.
Edinburg, Texas 78539
Phone #: 956-383-2515

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed Thu

isidropina66@gmail.com
normapollard63@gmail.com
rosarodriguez217.rr
@gmail.com

Fri

1

Sat

2
Clean up
Community
Garden
10:00-2:00

We’re on the Web!
Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Secretary Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 11:30
Friday
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY:
Sunday School
10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Worship
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
WEDNESDAY:
Wonderful Wednesdays
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s

3

4

10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship
7:00-9:00pm
Youth

SPPRC
MEETING
@6:00 pm
UMW
Meeting @
6:00 pm

10

11

10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship
Church Council
Meeting @3:00pm
7:00-9:00pm
Youth

UMW
Meeting
@ 6:00 pm

17

18

10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship
7:00-9:00pm
Youth

UMW
No
Meeting
(open)

24
10:00 am
Super Sunday
11:00 am
Worship
7:00-9:00pm
Youth

5

6

7

8

9
Distribute PB&J
sandwiches at
9:00am

Wonderful
Wednesday

UMW Spiritual
Retreat @
San Benito
9:00 to 12:00

12

13

14

15

16
ONE YOUTH
GATHERING @
FUMC McAllen
@ 4:30 p.m.

Wonderful
Wednesday

Prayer
Vigil 8:00 am to
8:00 pm

25

19

20

21

Wonderful
Wednesday

22

23

UMYF: 30 HOUR FAMINE
Starts @ 6:00 pm on
Thursday & Ends @
7:00 p.m. on Friday

26

27

FINANCE Wonderful
UMW
Meeting @ MEETING Wednesday
6:00 pm
@
6:30 pm

28

29

30
UMW
Mother/
Daughter
Banquet

CULTO UNIDO @
Weslaco-La Trinidad

Priscilla R. Patterson will be attending a Conference Board of Ordained Ministry Meeting in
San Antonio on April 6 & 7, 2016.

