
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making 
the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 
5:15-16 (NIV). 

 

There are times when I find myself trying to do more than I can handle.  
I am not alone in this.  As ministers, you and I try to “score” points with 
God by keeping ourselves busy trying to accomplish many things at a 
time.   

 

Due to the busyness of our lives, it feels like we are always in a hurry trying to complete 
our tasks in one day because we know there are only twenty-four hours in a day.   

 

Our schedules are saturated with a long “things to do” list.  Clean the house, buy grocer-
ies, change the oil in the car, mow the lawn, take the kids to practice, do the laundry, and 
the list goes on and on.  At the end of the day we are so tired that we just want to go to 
bed to rest and get ready for the next day to run the same routine.   

 

When do you find time for yourself?  When do you find time to spend it in the presence of 
God?  How do you take care of your spiritual needs?  Do you spend time in prayer or med-
itation?  

 

“The neglect of prayer is a grand hindrance to holiness.” -John Wesley 

 

Don’t make the same mistake many people make by being so busy doing God’s work that 
they forget about God.  Set time aside to spend it with Him.  Do your devotional.  Don’t 
allow any distractions; this is your time with God and God alone.  

 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement once said, "Though I am always in a 
haste, I am never in a hurry, because I never undertake more work than I can go through 
with perfect calmness of spirit." The Methodist Book Concern, 1903. 

 

As we begin the new school year, many of you are going back to work or school or both 
remember Colossians 3:2, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” And do 
not neglect your prayer life. 

      Rev. Isidro Piña 
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South Central Jurisdiction elects Ruben 

Saenz, Jr. to episcopacy 

The South Central Jurisdiction of the UMC elected Rev. Dr. Ruben 
Saenz, Jr. of the Rio Texas Conference as its first newly elected 
Bishop of the 2016 Jurisdictional Conference.  This conference 
took place in Wichita, Kansas.  He will be serving in the states of 
Nebraska and Kansas effective September 1. 

He served as the Director of Conference Connectional Ministries 
and Executive Director of the Mission Vitality Center for the Rio 
Texas conference.  From 2010 to 2014, he was the Southwest  
Texas Director of Congregational and New Church Development, 
where he helped start 11 new faith communities for the Confer-
ence.  

Rev. Dr. Ruben Saenz, Jr. served several churches, including La 
Trinidad UMC and El Divino Redentor in El Paso, and was senior 
pastor for El Buen Pastor UMC in Edinburg.  

 

Bishop Saenz is married to Maye Saenz and have four adult children, Aaron, Christina, Ruben 
III, and Isaac.   

 

We here at EBP are proud to support our brother and friend Bishop Saenz as he begins his 
new journey as bishop in the Great Plains Annual Conference.   

 

Bishop Robert C. Schnase Returns to Rio 

Texas 

The South Central Jurisdiction Conference of the United    
Methodist Church approved the assignment of Bishop Robert 
C. Schnase to the Rio Texas Conference.  He returns to Rio 
Texas after serving as the Bishop of the Missouri Annual    
Conference from 2004 to 2016. 

 

 

Before becoming bishop, Schanse served for 15 years as    senior pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in McAllen,   Texas. He also served congregations in Harlingen,Texas an 
in Great Britain. Schnase is married to Esther and they have two adult sons, Karl and Paul. 
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Rio Texas Conference Appoints New  

Executive Director of Mission Vitality  

Center 
 

Interim Bishop of Record Janice Riggle Huie announced the 
appointment of Rev. Laura Merrill as the Executive Director of 
Mission Vitality Center, effective September 1.  The election 
comes after the election of Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr. to the 
episcopacy by the South Central Jurisdiction.  Rev. Laura 
Merrill was beginning her seventh year as superintendent of 
the El Valle District of the Rio Texas Conference.  She has 
two children, Joe and Caroline.  

Rio Texas Conference Announces New  

El Valle District Superintendent  

 
Interim Bishop of Record, Janice Riggle Huie, has announced 
the appointment of Rev. Dr. Robert Lopez as District Superin-
tendent of El Valle District effective September 1.  He is    
currently the superintendent of the Crossroads District and 
will continue to serve in that capacity during the transition.  
Incoming Robert Schnase will name a new superintendent of 
the Crossroads District at a later date. 
 

Rev. Lopez is coming home back to the Rio Grande Valley where he grew up and where his 
family members still live.   
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER!!! 

 

Confirmation is not the beginning or the end of the faith journey.         
Confirmation is about making disciples.  It is an act of the  Holy Spirit by 
which we ask the Holy Spirit to work in us, helping us to become Jesus’ 
disciples.   

During Fall 2016 confirmation classes, our youth journey toward claiming 
the Christian faith on a personal basis and claiming the name United Methodist as they       
experience hands on learning, spiritual growth, worship, and    Bible study.    

Youth in grades 6th through 12th are invited to make this personal commitment.    

Parent & youth orientation meetings: Sunday, September 11th at 9:15AM OR Wednesday, 
September 14th at 6:00PM.  To enroll your youth or for more information, please contact   
Carmen Rodriguez @ 956/222-0861 or Emmy Cerda @ 956/322-2060.   

 

AUGUST 21st...IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL, BRING 

YOUR BACKPACKS!!! 

 

Allow God to fill-up your backpacks and daily lives with blessings 
galore before school begins again. 
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LET’S KICK-OFF SUPER SUNDAY  

CLASSES WITH A PANCAKE BREAKFAST….. 

 

 
AUGUST 28 AT 9:00AM (upstairs) 

School Supplies Grant 
Recently, we applied for a School Supply Grant from the Texas Annual Conference and 
are excited to report that we will be receiving a check in the amount of $400.00!  This is a 
matching grant which means our church family is agreeing to raise matching funds or 
bring donated items which will equal to this amount.  You can either bring new school 
supplies and place them in the designated boxes at the 17th Street entrance or give a 
designated offering for “School Supplies” to the church.  Please be sure to designate the 
offering as: “School Supplies.”  We must provide proof of the matching offering and the 
supplies must be donated by September 30th.  If you have any questions, please      
contact Mary Alice Ponce, Priscilla Patterson, or any of the United Methodist Women.  
May God bless those who give and those who receive! 
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DO WE SAY “NO” TOO OFTEN? 
 
YES...Pastors, laity, staff, volunteers...we’re all guilty of squelching 
and constraining creative people who want to use the gifts God has 
given them to serve and lead even if we don’t mean to. Bishop    
Robert Schnase helps pastors and other leaders examine the      
systems, attitudes, and dynamics that restrain, control, and diminish 
ministry, providing insights and practical help for those who want to 
be more open to innovation and experimentation for the purposes of 
Christ.  

A 6-week study every Wednesday beginning August 31st at 7:00PM.   
Pre-sale books begins:  August 10th (Wednesday)   

 

Cost of book: $8.00 To purchase a book, contact Emmy Cerda @ 956-322-2060. 

2016 SENIORS… JUST FINISHED HIGH 

SCHOOL, NOW WHAT?   

 
Graduates, it’s an entirely new ball game...new opportunities and 
challenges, off on your own, studying, new friends, but something is 
missing.  Or rather, someone.  
 
How do you stay grounded in Christ?  How do you “keep the faith” in 
college?  This class will allow you to examine and discuss how you 
can stay connected to the One who matters most.  Keeping the faith 
means keeping God in the middle of everything that may come your 
way.  
 
Don’t miss out...join Rev. Piña on Wednesday, August 10th at 

7PM for a class especially designed for you.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study Continues 

 
Wednesday night Bible study at 6:00PM continues with    
Rev. Piña. 
 
Thursday morning Bible study at 10:00AM will resume on 
September 1st with Rev. Piña. 



Pastors’ Appreciation Dinner 

The SPPRC committee would like to invite you all in 
celebrating Pastor Appreciation Month on October 
8th (Saturday).  We will be getting this event ca-
tered, so please mark your calendar as this event 
will take place upstairs at 5: 00 p.m. Tickets will be 
sold for $11.00 starting in the month of August in the 
back of the church after the service. In honor of   
celebrating our pastors: Rev. Isidro Piña and Asso-
ciate Pastor Norma Pollard, we would like to pick up 
gift cards for both pastors. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact: Debra Ramirez at 393-0533. 

 

(2 Corinthians 9:11-12) —“11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This 
service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also over-
flowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” 

Sunday Morning Hospitality Volunteers Needed 

 
For the last  couple of months we have been serving coffee, do-
nuts, tacos and sweet bread to our Sunday school attendees.  If 
you would like to volunteer in bringing some of these items on 
Sundays or would like to make a donation for this great Sunday 
morning activity, please talk to Efrain Contreras at 956-207-3037 
Prissy Patterson or call her at 956-821-4056. 

Worship Servants 

As you walk into a Sunday Worship Ser-
vice, there are many important and spe-
cial individuals who take part of the ser-
vice. If you would like to take part in the 
Sunday Worship Service as a liturgist, 
scripture reader, children’s time teacher, 
special music, choir member, acolyte, 
usher greeter, attendance counter,     
hospitality servant, please contact Debra 

Ramirez at 393-0533.  

 

(1 Peter 4:10)—“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.” 
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Altar Floral Decorations 

 
A flower is a symbol of love, beauty and 
thanks for all the many blessings we re-
ceive on a daily basis. If you are            
interested in providing fresh flowers for the 

altar, please contact Debra Ramirez at  
393-0533.  
 
 
 
(Psalm 106:1) –Praise the LORD. Give 
thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his 
love endures forever. 

 

World Communion Sunday 

In honoring World Communion Sunday, we are        

inviting the congregation to dress up representing a 

different country around the world on October 2, 

(Sunday). If any children under the age of 11 would 

like to participate in World Communion Sunday,   

practices will start on:                                                

August 31st(Wednesday) at 7:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please  

contact Debra Ramirez at 393-0533.  
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PB & J 

This month PB&J will meet on August 20, 2016 at 9am to make  

  PB & J  sandwiches and distribute at 10 am to the children at the 
colonias in San Carlos.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
The Shawl Ministry will meet on Saturday, August 13, 
2016 at 3 pm at EBP. Those interested in learning how 
to use the loom to make Shawls please come by and 
bring your looms and yarn. 

Community Garden 
 
It takes a lot of hard work and dedication to keep up 
with the garden and I want to give Lisa and Roy     
Tijerina a big, big thank you for taking on the task of 
cleaning the garden and getting it ready for fall    
planting.  

Choir Practice for Christmas Cantata 
 
Anyone interested in participating in the Christmas 
Cantata this year is more than welcomed to join us!  
Practices will begin on Tuesday, August 23, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m.  This year we will be working on “Glorious 
Impossible” by Tom Fettke. If you have any questions, 
contact or talk to Mimi Cantu, choir director. 
 
Come join us and feel God’s love and spirit as we sing 
and praise His name! 
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United Methodist Men Breakfast 
 
The United Methodist Men from El 
Buen Pastor Church are inviting all 
men from our church and the     
community to a "Free" Iron Men's 
Breakfast on August 6th, starting at 
8:30 a.m. 

 
Invite your, family, friends,neighbors, and community. Fellowship 
and great food are on the menu. 

 

 

United Methodist Women in 

Kerrville, Texas 
 
Mary Alice Ponce, Priscilla R. Patterson, Lita   
Escobar, and Noemi Perez from EBP attended 
Mission U at Mt. Wesley on July 8-10, 2016.   
The theme for this year was God’s Creation. 
Some of the studies presented were The Bible 
and Human Sexuality, Climate Justice, Latin 
America, Worship, and Computer Class. It was 
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Treasurer’s Report 

June 2016 

 
Support General Budget-Tithes & Offerings     $23,651.27 
 
Less Budget Expenditures       $25,512.95 
 
Difference                   - ($1,861.68) 
 
Designated Offerings: 
  
 Construction/Remodeling    $30.00 
 
 UM Women             -$700.00(donation made to Youth from this acct.) 

 

 UM Youth           $9,724.04 
 
 Timothy Carcaño             $100.00 
 
 VBS               $150.00 
 
 Eva Gorena Memorial Fund             $50.00 
 
 Macaria Gorena Memorial Fund        -$1,000.00(donation made to Youth from this acct.) 
 
 Brian & Kristen Salinas            $200.00 
 
 Sylvia Flores Memorial Fund           $300.00 
 
 David Zapata Memorial Fund           $200.00 
 
 Alan Garcia Memorial Fund        $2,504.30 
 
 Special Conference Offerings                         $5.00 
 

Total Designated Offerings       $11,563.34 
 
Total Designated Expenses         $7,831.71 
 
 
Rio Texas Conference Apportionments Balance @ 6/30/16:    $18,000.00 
 
Texas Methodist Foundation Balance @ 6/24/16    $281,387.71 
 
 
A detailed monthly report may be obtained and/or viewed at the church office.  Please contact Rosa Rodriguez, 
church secretary, at 383-2515 or Leonor Zarate, church treasurer, at 318-1160. 
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August Birthdays 

 8/01 Jersey Silva  
 8/02 Kristen Reyes 
  Carmen Rodriguez 
  Alexandra Farias 
 

 
8/05 Martha Garza  8/18  Juan C. Davila     8/29  Ramon Ramirez 
 Christian Villanueva  8/19 Leonel Gallardo     Endrek Salinas 
 Joseph P. Gonzalez   Selene Hernandez     8/31  Noel Espericueta 
8/06 Irma R. Garza  8/21 Anthony Pineda     Arturo Davila 
 Janessa Gorena  8/22 Joel Carcaño 
 Victoria Gorena   Norma Gonzales 
8/07 Rebecca Martinez   Gloria Gorena 
8/11 Enrique Zarate   Bobby Joe Ponce 
8/12 Andrew Flores   Abel Ramirez 
 Chris Ponce   8/24 Sylvia Reyes 
8/13 Cristina Rodriguez   Alejandro D. Torres   
8/14 Raul Rodriguez   Robert Viña III 
 Angel Garza   8/25 Gloria Garza 
8/15 E.J. Ruiz    Ruben Moreno  
8/16 Valarie Carcaño   Sylvia Rodriguez 
 Charlie Flores   John Teddlie 
 Victor Gallardo   Marcus A. Treviño 
8/17 Monica Soto   8/26 Minerva Villanueva 
 Marcus Anaya  8/29 Alicia Zapata  

 
  

August Anniversaries 

   
  8/01    Ramiro & Lucy Garza 
  8/10 Fidel & Dina Perez 
  8/14 Walter & Priscilla R. Patterson 
  8/24 Emilio & Leonel Zarate 



 

 

We Give 

To belong to our congregation is to be a steward. Some may say that “stewardship” is just a 
polite way of referring to financial giving to the church. But it’s far more than that. 

One character in some of Jesus’ parables is the steward — the servant charged by the master 
to care for the master’s property. It is the master, not the steward, who owns the property, but 
the steward is responsible for it and is accountable to the master. So it is, said Jesus, between 
God and us. As God’s stewards we have three responsibilities: 

 Receiving: We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers upon us 
— time, talent, treasure, our bodies, our friendships, natural resources, and the   beauty 
around us. 

 Managing: We take good care of what we have received. We manage these resources 
wisely — for our own good and the good of others. 

 Giving: Out of our gratitude in receiving so abundantly, we want to share with others. Let’s 
look at four kinds of gifts that we receive, manage, and share: 

 

 

 

Our Time 

We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of God. How 
we choose to use it is a matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of frenetic activity,     
always over-extending themselves to the point of exhaustion, while others sit around in        
apathetic boredom. Some spend all their hours serving the needs of others at the expense of 
their own, while others live only for themselves. 

As Christian stewards we try to manage time wisely and in a balanced way. And we give our 
time gladly to family and friends, to strangers, to the community, the church, and to ourselves. 
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Our Abilities 

 
We’ve each received from God distinctive gifts and talents. How we develop and use these 
talents is a matter of stewardship. Like two of the servants in Jesus’ story, we can invest them 
wisely — or like the third, out of fear we can hide them (Matthew 25:14-30). 
 
As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology. We develop them further, 
practicing new skills and putting our talents to work in ministry. 
  
 
 

 

Our Resources 

 
 
We may think that our financial resources are our own. But when we recall that the time, the 
energy, the good health, and the opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all 
gifts from God, we see that the funds belong to God too. We are the stewards; God is the 
owner. So questions about what we earn, how we earn it, how we save, spend, and give it 
away, are all questions of Christian stewardship. 
One vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to Christ’s work in the world. We’ve learned 
that giving is most effective when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our  
income through the church. For many, this proportion is one-tenth, or a tithe. Whatever the 
amount, we have discovered the joy in giving to God the “first fruits,” an amount “off the top” 
of our income, not what’s left over at the end of the month. 
 
-Excerpt from The United Methodist Member’s Handbook Revised and Expanded,  
  pgs. 20-21, George E. Koehler © 2006, Discipleship Resources. 



 

 

Sacramento Youth Assembly 

Our EBP youth group traveled to Sacramento, New Mexico on Sunday, July 17, 2016.  They 
arrived on Monday and stayed through Friday noon to experience a great spiritual closeness 
with our Lord.  El Buen Pastor UMC is very blessed to have such a large group of young    
people.  Forty-three youth attended camp this year and six adults traveled with them.  God is 
good, all the time! 
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    Music Director        Noemi Cantu 
  

  Small Group Music Ministry Efrain Contreras 
 
  Pianists     Rachel Hinojosa 
        Andy Lopez 
 

  Worship Coordinator   Debbie Ramirez 
 
 
  Audio Visual Technicians  Darrell Elher 
        Jaime Perez  
 
 

  Christian Education   Emmy Cerda 
 

  Children’s Ministry   Sarah Pollard 
 

  Higher Education   Mayra Zapata 
 
  Confirmation Class Coordinator Carmen Rodriguez 
 

  Family Ministry    Anita Calderon 
 

  Church & Society   Norma Perez 
 

  Missions     Norma Perez 
 

  Health & Welfare   Theresa Garcia 
 
  Membership Care   Leonor Zarate 
 

  Prayer Advocate   Noemi Perez 
 

  Church Historian   Joe Ponce 
 
  Communications Coordinator Priscilla R. Patterson 
  (Newsletter) 
 

Church Program and Support Staff 



705 E. University Dr. 

Edinburg, Texas  78539 

Phone #: 956-383-2515 

 

 

isidropina66@gmail.com 

normapollard63@gmail.com 

rosarodriguez217.rr 

@gmail.com 

   

          CONTACT US 
EL BUEN PASTOR 

UMC 

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/ 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary Hours: 

Monday  - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. to 11:30 

Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

SUNDAY: 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Worship 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

Wonderful Wednesdays  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

8:15 - 9:30 p.m. - YA’s 

 

August 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

UMW/UMM 
MEETING 

@ 

6:00 P.M. 

2 3 

Bible Study 
6:00 pm 

 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 
7:00 pm 

4 5 6 
MEN’S  

BREAK-
FAST 

8:30 A.M. 

7 

10:00 am 
Super Sun-

day 11:00 am  
Worship   

7:00-9:00pm 
Youth 

8 
UMW/UMM 
MEETING 

@ 
6:00 P.M. 

 

9 
 

10 
Bible Study 

6:00 pm 
 

Wonderful 
Wednesdays 

7:00 pm 

11 12 13 
Prayer 
Shawl  

Ministry 
3:00 p.m. 

14 

10:00 am 
Super Sun-

day 11:00 am  
Worship   

7:00-9:00pm 
Youth 

15 
UMW/UMM 
MEETING  

@  
6:00 P.M. 

16 
 

17 
Bible Study 

6:00 pm 
 

Wonderful 
Wednesdays 

7:00 pm 

18 19 20 
PB & J Dis-

tribution 
9:00 a.m. 

21 

10:00 am Super 

Sunday 11:00 am  
Worship   7:00-

9:00pm Youth 
 

BLESSING OF 
THE BACK-

PACKS 

22 
 

23 
CHOIR 

PRACTICE  
@7:00 P.M. 

24 

Bible Study 
6:00 pm 

 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 
7:00 pm 

25 26 27 

28 

9:00 PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

10:00 am Super 

Sunday 11:00 am  
Worship   7:00-

9:00pm Youth 
Church Council 

3:00 

29 

UMW/UMM 
MEETING 

@ 
6:00 P.M. 

30 
CHOIR  

PRACTICE 
@7:00 P.M. 

31 

NEW Bible 
Study 

6:00 pm 
 

Wonderful 
Wednesdays 

   

*2016 Seniors will have a class with Rev. Piña at 7:00 p.m. 

 

*World Communion Sunday Practice on Wednesday, August 31st . 

 

 


