
705 E. University Dr. 

Edinburg, Texas  78539 

Phone #: 956-383-2515 

 

 

isidropina66@gmail.com 

normapollard63@gmail.com 

rosarodriguez217.rr 

@gmail.com 

CONTACT US 
EL BUEN PASTOR UMC 

 

EL BUEN PASTOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—EDINBURG, TEXAS 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.elbuenpastorumc.com/ 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Extended Hours on 

Tues., Wed., & Friday 

2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Secretary Hours: 

Monday  - Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 
 

SUNDAY: 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Worship 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 

WEDNESDAY: 

Wonderful Wednesdays  

6:00 p.m. &  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

For Newsletter Article: 

Contact: Pastor Norma 

 

 

May 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

1 
 

2 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

3 
Coffee 

with the  

Pastor 

Bible 

Study 

10:00 a.m. 

4 5 
El Valle 

District 

Conference 

Celebration 

9:00 a.m.- 

1:00 p.m. 

6* 
10:00 am 

Super  
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Worship  
Service 

  

7 
UMM/ 

UMW  

Meeting  

6:00 PM 

8 
 

9 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

10 
Coffee 

with the  

Pastor 

Bible 

Study 

10:00 a.m. 

11 12 

13 
10:00 am 

Super  
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Worship  
Service 

14 
UMM/ 

UMW  

Meeting  

6:00 PM 

 

15 
 

16 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

17 
Coffee 

with the  

Pastor 

Bible 

Study 

10:00 a.m. 

18 

 

19 
Beach to 

Bay  

Marathon 
 

Church 

Reserved 

12-1 p.m. 

20 
10:00 am 

Super  
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Worship  
Service 

21* 
UMM/ 

UMW  

Meeting  

6:00 PM 

22 
 

23 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

24 
Coffee 

with the  

Pastor 

Bible 

Study 

10:00 a.m. 

25 
Youth 

30-Hour 

Famine 

7:00p.m. 

26 
Youth 

30-Hour 

Famine 

7:00p.m. 

27* 
10:00 am 

Super  
Sunday 

11:00 am  
Worship  
Service 

 

28 
 

UMM/ 

UMW  

Meeting  

6:00 PM 

 

29 30 
Wonderful 

Wednesdays 

7:00 

Rev’s Bible  

Class 6:00 

Bible Study 

7:00 

31 
Coffee 

with the  

Pastor 

Bible 

Study 

10:00 a.m. 

  

 Church Council Meeting after worship service on May 6th 
 Finance Team Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on May 21st 
 Culto Unido at 6:00 p.m. on May 27th at El Buen Samaritano in Harlingen 
 

 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but            
inwardly they are ravenous wolves.  16 You will know them by their fruits.      
Do men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles?  17 Even so, 
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good 
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  19 Every               
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.                           

20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Matthew 7:15-20 (NKJV) 

I have so many great memories growing up in my grandparents’ home in 
Mexico.  One of the most beautiful things I remember is playing in the front 
yard.  My grandparents’ front yard was like a jungle; full of different plants and 
trees.  I remember playing different games with my cousins in that “jungle”.    

Now, that yard not only had ornamental plants but it also had fruit trees.  In one corner of the yard there 
was a tamarind tree.  We would enjoy the tamarinds from it when it was time to eat them.  Not only the 
tamarind was good but we would even chew on the leaves of the tamarind tree; they had an acid but 
enjoyable taste and as kids, anything was good.   

Right next to the tamarind tree there was a banana plant.  We were not allowed to touch that plant     
because of its fragile branches.  But I remember one time seeing a hanging cluster with tiny green          
bananas.  After that,  the original plant died but a new came out.  It was the strangest plant of those         
in the garden.  Honestly, I don’t even remember if we ever had a chance to eat from that plant.   

We also had a papaya tree.  My grandma would cut the papaya fruit, wrap it in newspaper and put it 
away until it was perfect to consume.  After the papaya had reached perfection, my grandma would cut 
it and place it in the refrigerator so we could eat it fresh.   

There were other fruit trees in that garden.  But the most beautiful of all plants was this really tall tree.      
I did not know what type of tree it was since it had never given any fruit.  The only thing we would get 
from it was its shade.  To my surprise, this beautiful and tall tree was an avocado tree; an avocado tree 
that would never give any fruit.   

One day my grandfather said that the tree was causing more damage than good.  Its long branches 
were destroying the roof and the roots were damaging the foundation of the house.  So he decided to 
cut it.  My   grandma asked him to give the tree more time.  My grandpa reluctantly accepted her plea.   

He went to consult friends and people with experience in fruit trees to see what he could do to make 
this tree become fruitful.  Some advised him to draw nails into the trunk of the tree and to place pieces 
of iron on the base of the tree, by its roots.  Others told him to climb the tree and hit every branch with a 
stick and that would help the tree give fruits.  I remember him doing all kinds of stuff to the tree.  To my 
surprise, that tree gave a few avocados the following year.  Some of the avocados did not stick and fell 
to the ground and those that did stick were too small.  We never consumed any of those avocados.  
And the tree went down.   

The scripture says that by our fruits we will be known.  We are like those fruit trees in my grandmother’s 
front yard.  We as Christians, as followers of Christ must produce fruit.   

What type of fruits must I produce?  You may ask.  The Scripture gives us a list of fruits a Christian 
must have.  “…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22). 

The question now is do you have any of these fruits?  Can people see what type of tree you are by your 
fruits?  Are you a good tree?  Can God see your fruits? 

      Rev. Isidro Piña 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
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Worshipers were blessed partaking of Holy communion on Maundy Thursday, watching 
and listening to the drama unfold on Good Friday, and celebrating Christ’s Resurrection at 
the Sunrise Service, and Easter service! We are thankful for the gifted and talented people 
of El Buen Pastor who give generously of their time and service in order to glorify God!  
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May Anniversaries 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

5/1 Felicia Espericueta  5/14 Amanda Sotelo  5/25 Cerjio Almaraz 

 Javier Galindo   5/15 Rev. Isidro Piña   Briana Moreno   

5/3 Hugo Garza, Jr.   Caroline Campbell  5/27 Betty Saldivar 

5/4 Emmanuel Lopez   Madison Olivarez  5/28 Zachary Garza 

 Michael Anzaldua  5/17 Italia Flores    Isabella Betancourt 

5/5 Viola Davila   5/18 Letty Almaraz    Sean Salinas 

5/9 Adriana Flores    Lillian Olivarez 

5/10 Juan Garcia   5/19 Bella Cantu 

 Aaron Arevalo   Xevan Garcia 

5/12 Emma Garcia   5/21 Jaime Perez 

5/13 Joel Carcaño   5/22 Andres Solis 

5/14 Lisa Carrizales   5/23 Ruth Perez 

     5/24 Ray Contreras 

  5/2 Gloria & Hiram Garza 

  5/7 Mario & Abelina Molina 

  5/23 Joel & Minerva Villanueva 

  5/25 Cerjio & Letty Almaraz 

  5/26 Marcelino & Nelda Olivarez 

  5/27 Moy & Nena Garza 
  5/29 Noel & Esther Espericueta

   



 

Page 10 The Shepherd Newsletter 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Page 3 

Many thanks to Rogelio & Rosario Garza for allowing us to use their event center...and to 
all who gave so much time and effort to make it possible. Food, fellowship, and fun for all!!! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fumw-logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fltumc.org%2Fministries%2Fadults%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&docid=_4wW8Bd8DmPxYM&tbnid=Nm20QYDR-cX6OM%3A&vet=1&w=400&h=
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Yaaay!! It’s May and only a month left till summer break from school. EBP Kids has been busy with 
Wonderful Wednesdays. We started the month of April with a visit to our community garden to begin 
pulling weeds for spring planting and boy did we plant some seeds!!  I emphasized that as Christians 
we are like plants and that there were 2 very important things both required to survive. Soil—which is 
our foundation (GOD) Sunlight—which we need to be fed (The Word) and Water—to help us grow 
(Fellowship with other Christians) The children also learned about how Jesus healed a blind man, how 
God is our shepherd, that he is the Vine and we are the Branches and how very great his love for each 
one of us is.  Since the month of April was Autism Awareness Month, we also touched a bit on Autism 
and how their little friend Lily deals with it on a daily basis.  It was wonderful to see the children ask 
questions and open up about other children in their schools with different abilities. It is important that we 
start them off being accepting of other people’s differences.  We invite all children in the congregation 
to join us every Wednesday at 7:00. ~ Martha Olivarez, Children’s Coordinator 

5th Grade Attends Worship Concert  
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THE HEADLINES ARE ALARMING: There’s no doubt the world is in trouble. 
We see tragedy in the streets and violence in the news. We hear increasingly 
divisive political debates that spotlight deep and bitter divisions in our society. 
We feel the pain and confusion of a culture that seems to be coming apart at 
the seams. 
 

How do we explain so much chaos? How do we live with such turmoil?             
Is there any hope for peace in our time? 
 

Elizabeth Lopez will be leading this bible study by Dr. David Jeremiah to help 
answer these questions. In Escape the Coming Night, Dr. Jeremiah walks 
through the perfect Scripture for these uncertain times: the book of Revelation. 
This exploration of Revelation is eye-opening, but also consistently uplifting –
 a vital message for our time.  
 

Bible Study begins May 9th at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

The United Methodist Women meet regularly on Mondays at 6:00 p.m. for bible studies, fellowship, 
and fun activities. The UMM made these treasure boxes on April 30th.  Picture left to right (front 
row): Nena Garza, Suni Garcia, Bilha Alegria, Alianna & Monise Chavez, (back row) Irma Garza, 
Sylvia Saldaña, Priscilla Patterson, Ninfa Garza, Alma Garza, Noemi Perez, and Mary Alice Ponce. 
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IronMen: Cele Alcoser, Luis Chavez, Hugo Garza, Cerjio Almaraz, and Hiram Garza faithfully prepare breakfasts every 
Sunday and meals for EBP Special Events! Comradery is strong as they serve the Lord together.  “As iron sharpens 
iron, so one man sharpens another.” - Proverbs 27:17 (Also pictured are Walter Patterson, Lucy Alvarado, and Luis 
Gonzales) 
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VBS Volunteers Planning Meeting 
Tuesday, May 15th at 7:00 p.m. 

Please make every effort to attend 

Troop 1049 Raises Autism Awareness at the Team Mario 5K – 
They gave away free popcorn and Girl Scout Cookies  

Autism Awareness  

should not end in April!!        

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://numerology4yoursoul.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/love-infinity.png&imgrefurl=https://numerology4yoursoul.com/infinity-and-the-power-of-8/&docid=DpqNRN0bMwtszM&tbnid=qC9jRGscTjbvQM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_oomp1ejaAhUO21MKH
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Pictured from L to R: Janie Lopez, AJ Ramos, 
James Salinas, Rev. Piña, Sydney Salas, Alyssa 
Hernandez, and Pastor Norma. 

Camp Fundraisers for EBP Youth 

06/02/18 

EBP YOUTH is trying to raise $20,000 for summer 
camp in New Mexico. Pick a number & that is the 
amount you donate! Pick #1 and that’s $1 you   
donate!!! Deadline is May 30th. For more info,  
contact Amy Villanueva. 

1 Youth Gathering 2018 

El Valle District Youth gathered at First UMC  
in McAllen on April 21st. 

Our 2018 Confirmation Class met from 
January 24th - March 28th, following        
the curriculum, Confirm (by Cokesbury)  
which teaches the basic beliefs of the 
United Methodist faith.  These include: 
Theology, History, Belonging in the   
Community of Faith, Making a Faith  
Commitment, and Understanding God’s 
Call. The class was led by Pastor Norma. 
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Our  church organ has 
been repaired and the 
speakers have been 
installed! Carlos D. 
Flores comes to the 

church several times a 
week to practice and 

we are thankful for his 
willingness to serve at 

EBP by sharing his 
talent for God’s glory! 

We appreciate the 
generous donations 

and work that was put 
in to bring this to pass. 

On April 7th, our garden was tended to by Cerjio & Noemi Almaraz, Lizbeth Espinoza,     
Hiram & Jayden Garza, Jorge Garza, Ruben Garza, Luis & Norma Gonzales, Pete Lobato, 
and Martha Olivarez. More volunteers are needed!  If interested in helping, please contact: 
Noemi Almaraz at 956-821-2246 or Jorge Garcia at 956-534-2199. 

 
 

On May 27th, we will have a  
Memorial Day presentation during 

our worship service.  Please submit 

photos of your loved ones who 

served in the military and are now 

in the presence of the Lord. Please 

email your photos along with the 

name and branch of service to  

Pastor Norma at : 

normapollard63@gmail.com  

Deadline is May 22nd. 


