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In This Issue:

As some of you are getting ready
to send your children back to
school, anxiety tends to set in for
parents as well as for children.
Or maybe you are a school
teacher preparing your lesson
plans for the new school year and
you are trying to think of new
ideas on how to engage your
pupils and you are starting to feel
overwhelmed. Perhaps you are a
student getting ready to go away
to attend college in a different
city in search of a future. This
new phase can cause a lot of
stress on the parents seeing their
children moving away just hoping
for everything to be alright. This
change can also cause tension on
the student thinking that moving
to an unfamiliar city, a different
school, away from family could
negatively impact his or her life.
All these changes can impact our
lives. Whether you are sending
you child to elementary, middle
school, high school or away to
college, anxiety can affect you. It
makes no difference; the sense of
separation will always be the
same in every situation and it is
not an easy thing to do, especially
if we try to face it alone.

I have overcome the world.” And
as He promised His disciples to
be with them, we believe that He
is present in our daily lives as
well. In Matthew 28:20 he says,
“And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.” His
promises are true. This promise
should bring some comfort to
our lives knowing that He is with
us, regardless. If He is with us, I
am sure He is also with our loved Let us always rememones; He is just one prayer away. ber who is in control
of everything. Isaiah
There are many Scriptures in the 26:3, “You will keep in
Bible that can bring us comfort
perfect peace those
and can help us as we pray to
Rev.minds
Isidro
whose
are
God for our children. Talking
steadfast,
because
they
Piña
about anxiety, Paul reminds us in trust in you.” And let
Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be
us never forget that
anxious about anything, but in
“God is our refuge and
every situation, by prayer and
strength, an everpetition, with thanksgiving,
present help in troupresent your requests to
ble.” Psalm 46.
God. And the peace of God,
My prayer is that this
which transcends all understand- new school-year be a
ing, will guard your hearts and
great blessing to you
your minds in Christ Jesus.” He all.
invites us to pray to God and to
trust in Him. Not only He
Keep growing in
promised to be with us but He
Christ.
also promised us the Holy Spirit,
the Advocate, our Comforter.
Jesus said it very clear in John
14:16, “And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide
with you forever…”

Jesus made many promises to His
disciples about Him being present
with them for the rest of their
lives even in the toughest
moments. He clearly stated in
Let us not surrender to anxiety,
John 16:33 “…In this world you stress or any other emotional
will have trouble. But take heart! discomfort.

Rev. Isidro E. Piña
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We can pray anywhere. Where’s your favorite place?

August Birthdays

(Finding a special place to pray can be a great addition to your spiritual journey.)
We know God hears us wherever we pray,
but some United Methodists find special
places where they most like to spend time
with Jesus. Wherever we are, God hears
us when we pray.

8/1
8/2

8/5

8/6
AT HOME:
Some people like to pray at home in a favorite chair in a particular room or a particular space.
Others like to pray in a particular piece of furniture outside to spend time with the Lord. They may
like to feel closer to nature and hear God’s creations as they pray. Many United Methodists like to
pray surrounded by the beauty of creation.
WHILE KEEPING ACTIVE:
Some people like to pray while working in their garden. “God is right there in the earth and the
sounds of the birds and crickets and the breeze rustling up some little patch of dust.” Some people
may pray as they do farm work, mow the lawn, or simply just take a walk in a park.
IN NATURE:
Whether active or still, nature is an important element of many special prayer spots. This one lady
has a meditation garden where she chats as long as she wants with God.
“No one bothers me there,” she writes, “and I have as long a chat with God as I need. The beauty of
the flowers, trees, birds and such, calms me.” Bodies of water are also popular nature spots for
prayer. Lakes, beaches, and oceans are great places to have prayer.
WHILE DRIVING:
Some people like to pray while they drive. A lady prays as she commutes to her job. She says:
“I like to pray in my car while headed to my teaching job in the mornings. I feel God's presence as I
call out to Him. It makes my day!”
IN CHURCHES/CHAPELS:
As United Methodists, we all have a special church where we go to pray. Some of us may even have
a special camp as a favorite prayer spot or remember a Walk to Emmaus where we experience the
presence of God.
IN BED:
After a full day, we take time to close our day with prayer...in bed where we can humble ourselves
before our Lord. This may be one of our favorite places to pray before we go to bed and when we
wake up.
Special places are wonderful additions to our prayer lives, reminding us that God is ready to hear us wherever
we pause to pray.
*Taken from an article written by Joe Lovino who works at the United Methodist Communications Office.

8/7
8/11
8/12
8/14
8/15
8/16

8/17

Jersey Silva
Carmen Rodriguez
Kristen Reyes
Alex Farias
Martha Garza
Christian Villanueva
Joseph Gonzalez
Irma R. Garza
Victoria Gorena
Rebecca Martinez
Enrique Zarate
Chris Ponce
Angel Garza
E.J. Ruiz
Valarie Carcaño
Charlie Flores
Victor Gallardo
Marcus Anaya
Monica Soto

8/18 Juan Davila
8/19 Leonel Gallardo
Selene Hernandez
8/21 Anthony Pineda
8/22 Joel Carcaño
Norma Gonzales
Bobby Joe Ponce
Gloria Gorena
Abel Ramirez
8/24 Alejandro Torres
Robert Viña III
8/25 Gloria Garza
Sylvia Rodriguez
8/26 Minerva Villanueva
8/29 Alicia Zapata
Endrek Salinas
8/31 Noel Espericueta
Arturo Davila

August Anniversaries
8/10 Fidel & Dina Perez
8/14 Walter & Priscilla R. Patterson
8/24 Emilio & Leonor Zarate
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TREASURER’S REPORT
EBP Kidz Wonderful Wednesday class has been fun despite the lower numbers in attendance
during the summer. The kids have enjoyed crafts, play time and refreshing snacks. We learned about
the parable of the sower and helped clear out our “Something Wonderful Community Garden” to
prepare for fall planting. We also learned about the Holy Spirit and that although we do not see it, it
lives inside of us to help us through difficult times. On this day, we mixed glue, water and borax. The
end result was slime and although we could no longer see each individual ingredient once mixed, we
knew they were still there—just like the Holy Spirit.

JUNE 2017

Support General Budget-Tithes & Offerings

$18,456.79

Less Budget Expenditures

-24,488.07*

Difference

($6,031.28)

Budget Expenditures:
Administrative Costs

Prayer Cross Decoupage Craft

$14,206.12

Church Property Exp.

6,825.67
Clearing Out Garden For Fall Planting

Conference Assignments

3,000.00

Ministry
Total Budget Expenditures

456.28
$24,488.07

Designated Account Balance

$414,206.12

Rio Texas Conference Assignment Balance@6/30/17

$ 17,000.00

Texas Methodist Foundation Balance@6/30/17

$268,810.74

A detailed monthly report may be obtained and/or viewed at the church office. Please contact
Rosa Rodriguez, church secretary, at 383-2515 or Leonor Zarate, church treasurer, at
318-1160.

The same spirit that rose Jesus from
the grave lives in me--Romans 8:11
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WE NEED YOUR HELP AND COOPERATION! We are asking the EBP congregation
to please donate an abundance of school supplies. We want to help out by providing
school supplies to our needy community children. Please find it in your heart to
donate as many school supplies as you can. There is a box in the back of the sanctuary
where you can drop off your supplies. We would like to thank you in advance for
making this a part of your mission for the Lord’s work.
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On August 19, 2017, EBP will be having our first Annual Health and Back to School Fair
2017. It is an opportunity for our congregation to get involved by donating school
supplies. We will be inviting the East side of our Edinburg community to help our
needy parents with school supplies for their children. This will be a great event that
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. We have invited many health agencies and
some are helping out with monetary gifts to help us buy school supplies. These
agencies were more than willing to participate and help out. Please keep this event
in your prayers as we prepare this event all for His honor and glory!

